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The digging logs (cont.): 
 
2nd January 2011 
 
With Alex and Bob, our first opportunity to dig for a while due to some wintry weather – a 
substantial amount of snow – making travel difficult.  Alex drives up from Southampton 
collecting Bob (who doesn’t drive) on the way. 
 
We spent the first part of the session clearing spoil back out to the surface, then moved forward 
to clear more spoil from WC, before moving into the tube.  Soon wore Bob out so swapped 
places and I removed spoil from the pot while Alex dug along the tube.  Another swap around 
and I changed places with Alex and carried on removing sediment from the tube.  There is a 
bit of a pinch point that is awkward to dig and will slow progress a bit.  There still appears to 
be a way to the left cannot quite see far enough ahead, it is possible that the same sediment 
ahead comes from above, time will tell.  Bob had had enough and returned to the surface while 
Alex and I continued for another ½ hour before joining Bob on the surface and heading off.  
3½ hours. 
 
22nd January 2011 
 
With Alex.  After some heavy rain, a few days ago, there are a lot of drips and puddles, it 
became very damp and claggy, cold as well.  After about an hour or so of digging each we 
decided to call it a day.  We did pull out an interesting piece of stal that had obviously not been 
transported too far.  2½ hours. 
 
29th January 2011 
 
Back for more of the same! 
 
With Alex, spent ½ hour or so clearing spoil from the base of the entrance shaft before moving 
forward to clear WC.  It’s still claggy but the drips aren’t quite so strong, still cold though.  After 
clearing the spoil from the pot, I went along to the end to continue digging, while Alex sat in 
the pot hauling the skip back.  Awkward digging, tiring on the shoulders, being somewhat 
constricted as spoil is removed then forward progress is at a steady pace.  The main 
development appears to be along the left-hand side, and it is possible that the rib of rock in 
the floor is where two phreatic tubes meet.  Beyond the pinch point, which I am now able to 
pass, the tube dimensions are bigger to the left.  Still need to clear more sediment from across 
the width of the tube to see how things have developed. 
 
Progress along the tube has been good considering most of the work has been carried out by 
just the two of us – quite a crawl to the dig face now. 3 hours. 
 
12th February 2011 
 
With Alex.  Due to the restricted nature of the dig it was down to me to dig at the end, Alex at 
the pot hauling back the spoil.  Once over the pinch point digging is just slightly more 
comfortable, although still need to drag spoil back to where I can fill the skip.  Still a few more 
sessions before there is a clear indication of what is happening or which is the best route to 
follow, it’s slow going for now.  After nearly 1¾ hours of digging my shoulders were aching so 
I came back to the pot while Alex had a look at progress.  I went up to ‘Merlin’s’ and we tried 
an aural test, it seems that the dig face is directly below the point where the decorated section 
in ‘Merlin’s’ begins.  The strongest draught still seems to be in the upper level, and it feels at 
least a degree cooler, it has also become damper.  Finished digging in time to see England v 
Italy in the 6-Nations Rugby.  2¼ hours.   
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16th April 2011 
 
With Alex, also Andy Farrant (BGS) and Chris Smith (University of Bristol) 
 
Not too much digging was done, although I went to the end for a token scratch around.  Most 
of the trip was centred on taking stal samples for uranium dating and discussing the 
geomorphology of Hallowe’en Rift, Wookey Hole catchment and Mendip in general.  At least 
we may get some nice cut and polished lumps of stal out of it.   
 
Alex wants to dig next weekend although I really want to get on with my archaeological dig at 
Whitcombe’s Hole – I don’t suppose one day will make a difference. 
 
22nd May 2011 
 
Alex has cried off again, so picked up Callum to see if we could manage to get anything done, 
and we did!  I dug along the tube while Callum did the hauling.  Next session will need to get 
some spoil cleared before digging.   
 
The cows have caused some damage to the wall around the entrance.   1¼ hours. 
 
4th June 2011 
 
With Alex and Bob, with the three of us the clearing of spoil from the bottom of the pot was 
more effective.  Spent 1½ hours at the bottom before shifting spoil back to the surface and 
some time was spent on wall maintenance, also dragged some dead branches across to keep 
out the cattle.  2½ hours. 
 
11th June 2011 
 
With Callum.  We set about digging more spoil from along the tube, after about an hour and 
½ a dozen skips we headed out.  Detour on the way down the hill to show Callum Badger 
Hole.  About 2 hours overall. 
 
25th June 2011 
 
With Alex.  Carried on digging along the tube, concentrating on the left-hand side.  There’s 
enough room to reverse up and work the other side now – there was a strong draught coming 
from the right which, on reflection, is possibly the best place to dig.  We will need a clear out 
session next visit.  2½ hours.  
 
2nd July 2011 
 
With Alex.  We spent the first hour or so clearing the spoil from the pot back to the bottom of 
the entrance.  While Alex set to work with a hammer and chisel to enlarge the constriction, I 
went up to take some photographs in ‘Merlin’s Magic Milk Parlour’, to be uploaded to website 
later.  Alex seemed fairly satisfied with his progress. 2½ hours.  
 
9th July 2011 
 
With Alex.  After last week’s clearance session, it was back to digging at the end of the tube.   
I tried to reverse up the tube so that I could try digging from a different position but, for some 
reason I did not fit so managed to turn around and carried as usual.  I tried to get over to the 
right-hand side but it was very restricted and progress was slow, so went back to the left-hand 
tube and dug a couple of skips loads from there before getting into a more comfortable position 
that allowed some progress along the right-hand side for a while.  The right-hand side is where 
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the strong draught emanates from and so must be the best way to go.  Could do with some 
lightweight, but longer tools – Dutch hoe, or something like that.  After 1¾ hours of restricted 
space digging my shoulders were aching so swapped places with Alex and his drill and he set 
about chiselling away at the rib of rock in the floor again for an hour or so.  I sat in WC and got 
cold, the air flow drying out my oversuit.  3 hours. 
 
16th July 2011 
 
Solo.  I spent a good part of the morning at home sorting out a new hauling rope for the tube 
skip, knotted it so that it would be easier to grip when hauling, especially for Callum.  
Unfortunately, when I asked Callum if he wanted to come to Hallowe’en Rift, he declined so a 
solo trip it was.  I had to cut the old dirty rope off the skip, good job I had thought to bring a 
knife, soon had the fresh clean rope in place in place and set about digging.  Earlier in the 
week I had made up a long-handled trowel – with an aluminium handle to reduce weight and 
make handling easier and a stainless-steel blade, very shiny.  This turned out to be an effective 
tool and digging although constricted was quite successful.  I managed to remove the 
remaining sediment from the roof revealing an air space beyond, what a draught!  It’s 
constricted and some chemical persuasion will probably be required, the roof does appear to 
get higher in about a metre or so, the air space not only continues along the right-hand side 
but can be seen in a more central position.  It might also be worth persevering along the left-
hand side for a while longer to see if that develops further.  Going back and forth along the 
tube was quite tiring and I could feel it in my shoulder by the end of the session.  A good 
clearance session will be required when Alex is next on the hill.  1¾ hours. 
 
23rd July 2011 
 
With Alex and Callum.  Spoil clearing session from WC.  Alex went to the pot to clear the spoil 
from there; I was hauling from Stal Bend, while Callum made a sterling effort of dragging skips 
to the bottom of the entrance and emptying them.  When the spoil was cleared, Alex went up 
the tube to see the progress but didn’t do any digging.  We swapped around, and I went to the 
end and scratched about, but didn’t fill any skips.  I did take some photographs for the website 
before we headed off.  Callum was beginning to get a little cold, but he did venture up the tube 
to see the end.  2 hours. 
 
31st July 2011 
 
Alex emailed on Friday to cancel Saturday’s digging plans and I ended up carrying out some 
bike maintenance and going for a cycle around the lake via Chew Magna.  I had hoped Roz 
and the kids might come over to Hallowe’en Rift, but they already had other plans, so another 
solo trip was on the cards.  On the way, up the hill met up with Rachel Clarke and stopped for 
a chinwag before continuing up to the cave.  At Hallowe’en Rift quickly went to the end and 
carried on digging along the left-hand tube. Still can’t be sure if there is a faint draught or some 
air movement from this side or not.  It’s not easy work digging solo but doable; filled four skips 
in about an hour before calling it a day and retiring to the Hunter’s.  1¼ hours. 
 
6th August 2011 
 
Some difficulty has arisen with the access agreement with Hallowe’en Rift, so Alex had 
arranged a meeting with the farmer, Mr Lunnon, at Wookey Hole.  I wasn’t best pleased when 
I found out that Les Williams (CSCC, Access Officer) had somehow got involved but we 
managed to avoid him so was happier about that.  We walked up to Hallowe’en Rift with the 
farmer, who was fine about us digging; he just wants a more secure entrance.  We discussed 
some plans and came to an agreement that was acceptable to all involved.  The only downside 
– no digging until the new entrance has been completed! 
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13th August 2011 
 
I went up to Hallowe’en Rift with Alex to begin clearance around the old entrance ready for the 
construction of the new entrance.  We had found some useful galvanised gratings at the Belfry 
which we quickly purloined.  We dug out around the rift and decided to re-use the substantial 
iron beams that were already there and spent some time arranging the gratings until a suitable 
configuration was arrived at and a plan was formulated.  After making the rift secure, we left 
the site.  Mr Lunnon has given us permission to park at the farm which means the walk up is 
slightly easier and shorter; he also is aware when we are digging. 
 
27th August 2011 
 
With Alex.  I had purchased half a dozen bags of ‘post-crete’ at Travis Perkins on Friday 
costing about £50.  We parked at the farm and we both decided to carry two bags of ‘post-
crete’ in rucksacks up to Hallowe’en Rift (I later realised the bags were 20kg each rather than 
the 12½kg I had thought) – bad idea! 40kg of ‘post-crete’ plus water and tools was a struggle 
up the hill especially getting over the fences; I almost thought Alex was going to die!  A second 
trip with one bag was far more sensible.  We managed to quickly get on with construction and 
levelled up the beams and put the gratings in place.  The ‘post-crete’ is very rapid setting 
which has its benefits, but there are also downsides.  It might have been easier if Alex didn’t 
keep dropping the level down the rift; there is a lot of muck to be cleared out when the entrance 
is completed.  When we left the site, the entrance was beginning to look very neat, we were 
well satisfied the day’s progress.  I will need to take the camera up to Hallowe’en Rift to take 
some photographs for the website.  
 
3rd September 2011 
 
With Alex, we were not so ambitious with the weight of the bags and made three trips up to 
Hallowe’en Rift from the farm.  We got most the base layer completed including the holding 
bar across the lid.  All that’s required now is some ‘tarting up’ and a tidy round and work out a 
way to lock the lid. 
 
Rachel Clarke paid us a visit for a brief chat while out walking the dog. 
 
I walked up to Hallowe’en Rift on 04/09/2011 and secured the entrance with an old spare bike 
lock. 
 
10th September 2011 
 
With Alex. Another session on the entrance, we backed up the base layer with a couple of 
bags of ‘post-mix’ and mortared several capping stones into place.  We started a bit of 
gardening around the entrance to tidy things up.  We will bring up a couple more of the gratings 
to make hard standing areas and finish off the tidying; we also need to clean out the entrance 
shaft. 
 
25th September 2011 
 
Carried up another grating and tidied around the entrance.  I was tempted to take another bag 
of ‘post-mix’ but didn’t.  On the next visit, we need to erect the tripod and clear out the shaft 
ready to get back to digging. 
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1st October 2011 
 

 
 
Alex working on the construction of the new entrance. 
 
With Alex.  After putting the final bag of ‘post-mix’ around the capping layer and erecting the  
tripod I managed to get underground.  Completed the mission and cleared the debris from the 
shaft area so the next trip should be to continue the digging effort along the tube. 
 
I must admit though that the new entrance looks good.  It’s been a break of 2 months since 
the last digging trip, a solo effort on 31st July. 
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22nd October 2011 
 
With Alex.  Now that the entrance lid has been constructed and the spoil cleared away its back 
to digging.  We removed the spoil from the base of WC back to the bottom of entrance shaft 
before I went along to the dig and carried on work along the left-hand side of the tube until 
Alex wanted to call it a day.  While waiting for Alex to clear the pot I scratched around an 
interesting lump stuck in the sediment which turned out to be a bone.  After some initial online 
research, it appears to be a phalange bone from a cave bear Ursus speleaus which was quite 
unexpected – not too sure about this and will need to follow it up. 
 
After a non-productive trip to Cheddar Caves Museum pursuing the cave bear theory, I visited 
Wells and Mendip Museum which resulted in the positive identification of the bone uncovered 
in Hallowe’en Rift and it originates from the foreleg of Bison priscus (see image above).  
 
Bison were present during the Pleistocene, during the mid-Pleistocene bovids appear to have 
adapted to cold northern climates.  Bison priscus becomes extinct during the last glaciation, 
the Younger Dryas.  During the Ice Ages of the Pleistocene epoch much of Europe was 
covered by glaciers, the remaining landscape steppes, Bison priscus lived on these grassy 
plains.  The Quaternary Extinction Event gives a Northern Eurasian date of 80,000 → 10,000 
years ago, for species such as Bison priscus along with mammoth, rhinoceros, cave bear, 
hyena, lion, etc.  
 
Higham, T. 2006. AMS 14C Dating of Ancient Bone using Ultrafiltration gives dates for Bison 
priscus bones recovered from Banwell Bone Cave as 52,700 ±1900 14C age BP to >59,000 
14C age BP and for Hunters Lodge Inn Sink as >54,800 14C age BP. 
 
29th October 2011 
 
Solo digging trip.  Carried on along the tube, filled a skip, and dragged it back reversing out of 
the tube and so on until all the dumping space had been filled up.  The sediment is very dry.  
I didn’t find any more bones suitable for any diagnosis but did find one tiny shard.  First job 
next visit will be to clear spoil from the base of WC.  ~2 hours. 
 
5th November 2011 
 
With Alex. We cleared the spoil dumped at the base of Witches Cauldron and then continued 
digging at the end of the tube.  I uncovered a small solution dome in the roof and there’s also 
a lump of dolomitic conglomerate in the sediment, it’s loose, but not yet ready to be removed.  
~2½ hours. 
 
12th November 2011 
 
With Alex.  Same as last week the first task was clearing the spoil from the base of Witches 
Cauldron – not so much this week so more time for digging.  Continued to work along the left-
hand tube and quickly removed the loose boulder.  We have what appears to be a cross-rift 
with quite several roots and angular cobbles seemingly coming down from above.  There is 
also a change in the air, a slightly more organic odour, fresher and a draught is perceptible.  
The sediment coming from the left-hand side is very dry and looser.  Unfortunately, to get a 
better look I have worked over the top and the dig has become too constricted.  I will need to 
go back up and dig out the floor and make more room for comfortable digging.  Excellent 
session and I am optimistic for the future.  2½ hours. 
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19th November 2011 
  

 
 
The image above shows Alex working his way along the approach tube from the base of 
Witches Cauldron to the dig site - a fine spot! 
 
With Alex. Continuing the quest for passages measureless to mice! First job was to clear the  
spoil dumped at the base of the Witches Cauldron before returning to digging along the left-
hand tube. The pot/rift edge noticed last session can be seen (look at the photo taken on 20th 
and shown on the post for that day) but some more forward progress still required before a 
'good old prodding' is possible - might be a good idea to wear some goggles as crap falls into 
your face when lying on your back and waggling a bar around to dislodge a blockage above 
your head. There is certainly a change occurring bur more work still required. The dig has 
become a little squalid over the past week or so - the result of a strong drip, or lots of drips, 
obviously, the surface above ground has become saturated and the water is permeating into 
the cave, emerged rather muddy, slightly knackered, but rather satisfied after a steady 2.5-
hour session 
 
20th November 2011 
 
Solo trip. Just a quick Sunday morning jaunt to take some photographs of the end dig to update 
the online gallery before retiring to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
26th November 2011 
 
With Alex. Well, the original plan was to clear out all the dumped spoil back to surface, but 
someone forgot a spanner to erect the tripod - so continue digging was our only option. As 
usual we cleared the base of Witches Cauldron before I headed off for the tube. It seemed 
particularly sticky today like trying to cave through 'velcro', there is not enough space to free 
your oversuit from the clag and in the snugger spots it can be a little 'hard going'. Continued 
clearing the sediment at the end of the tube and did manage to get a better look at the rift but 
am still a little undecided about the best way to proceed - don't want to leave myself in a 
position where collapse of the sediment overhead might pose an inconvenience. Air 
movement was not as obvious during today's session. 
 
 
 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=0
http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=1
http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=4
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10th December 2011 
 

 
 
Alex emerges from Hallowe'en Rift after soaking up the puddles in his nice cotton 'blotting 
paper' overalls, damp and very muddy. I, on the other hand, was rather more comfortable in 
fleece suit and cordura caving oversuit. 
 
Spoil clearance session with Alex. After getting changed at the farm and ready to go, we had 
to return to BEC HQ, The Belfry, to get the spanner that we had forgotten again! Eventually 
got up the hill to Hallowe'en Rift and set about putting up the tripod ready for hauling. Alex 
went down to the bottom of Witches Cauldron and cleared the spoil from there and I hauled 
and dragged the skips to the base of the entrance. It's become mucky along the passage, but 
at least the skip is suitably lubricated and slides easily. We then set about clearing the spoil 
from the base of the entrance back to the surface; I did the hauling up the rift while Alex was 
at the bottom loading the skips. Lots of room for dumping the digging spoil now. 
 
17th December 2011 
 
After a chinwag with the farmer and his son we wandered up to Hallowe'en Rift in bright 
sunshine but a rather chill wind. The spoil was all cleared last weekend so straight into digging 
mode, I went to the end of the tube, Alex settled in at the base of Witches Cauldron. Very 
moist along the tube so decided to load spoil directly into the skip, nice drip into the ear. 
Continued to work under the rift and pulled out several small boulders which is interesting, 
these boulders appear to be mostly conglomerate although there is some calcite present. 
Need a slightly bigger bar that will be more effective in working the compacted sediments. 
Meanwhile, back at the Witches Cauldron, Alex was busying himself by digging out the base 
of the pot after hearing a trickle of water. Digging was ended when all the stacking space was 
filled, another clearing session next trip. Retired to the Hunter's Lodge Inn for a pint and a 
cheese and pickle roll, in my opinion the greatest hostelry in the land - marvellous!  
 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=6
http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=7
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My turn to be the 'mud monster' and soak up all the water, gets rather cool after a couple of 
hours. This kit was clean at the start of the session; note the 'natty' caving hat. 
 
30th December 2011 
 
One of those typical Mendip winter days - grey, damp and the forecast is for it to be very damp. 
Following a conversation with the farmer on Christmas eve and a previous visit with the kids, 
before the digging session we ventured up to have a look at an interesting exposure of Triassic 
rocks - mostly of Dolomitic Conglomerate. 
 
There are several interesting features that are worth looking at and a couple are depicted in 
the photographs above and below that might be evidence of some initial cave formation 
processes within Dolomitic Conglomerate. We will return to this area to carry out a field survey 
and comparison of strike/dip angles with those at Hallowe'en Rift area.  
 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=8
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After our detour, we decided to return to the prime objective - digging in Hallowe'en Rift, 
especially as the weather was closing in. Cleared out Witches Cauldron of last sessions 
digging spoil and that was enough, very claggy. I returned to the surface to emerge in some 
very low cloud, waited for quite some time for Alex to return. Alex had a bit of an 'epic' - at the 
bottom of Witches Cauldron where it is rather restricted for space Alex's foot had slipped into 
a narrow rift filled with 'gloop' and while we had been working away, his foot became stuck 
fast and had required a considerable effort and some contortion to extract it. He arrived at the 
surface rather relieved not to have sacrificed his wellington boot! 
 

 
 

 
21st January 2012 
 
First digging session of the year, 2012 will be 30 years of exploration in Hallowe'en Rift. 
Hopefully we have something good to celebrate. We were surprised to note that the field from 
the farm on the walk up to Hallowe'en Rift had numerous daisies, buttercups and dandelions 
in flower, evidence of the extremely mild winter so far. In between a lot of chatting we set about 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=9
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clearing the last bit of spoil dumped at the base of Witches Cauldron which didn't take too 
long. I went to the end of the tubes to continue to dig into the rift, Alex in the meantime settled 
down to clear more out from the lower part of Witches Cauldron. The rift is beginning to look 
very interesting and we have pulled out some quite large lumps of flowstone (about 250mm x 
250mm in area and 50-60mm in thickness) there is not much evidence for this material to have 
been transported any great distance. Possibly this flowstone originates from a capping layer 
on the surface of the sediments. After 2.5 hours of digging and soaking up water and a rather 
cold draught today began to get cold and we had just about run out of stacking space so called 
it a day and returned to the surface. Excellent session and can't wait to get back down to 
continue the work. Popped into the Hunter's for quick refreshments. 
 
28th January 2012 
 
A fine winter's day, bit of a chill in the air and clear skies. We are interested in determining 
some of the rock strata characteristics in the area that surrounds Hallowe'en Rift so decided 
to venture up and take a few readings of the rock exposure east of the cave. The lower section 
(pictured above) has a very general alignment east/west 065/245 [all figures are degrees] and 
the upper section (pictured below) also has an east/west 070/250 alignment. We also took 
some preliminary readings of discontinuities recording strike and dip: upper section - strike 
140/320, dip 20 southwest (sw); mid-section - strike 140/320, dip 16 sw; and lower section - 
125/305, dip 16 sw. We discussed the possibility of a fault (?) between the mid and lower 
sections [further investigation required]. As a comparison, we took some readings in a small 
stone quarry just above Hallowe'en Rift: strike 140/320, dip 7 sw and strike 120/300, dip 10 
sw. 
 

 
 
After this brief detour, we returned to the main task in hand, digging Hallowe'en Rift. Bit of a 
clearing session in the 'poo' mine, it seems to have become even more wet and muddy, and, 
after a while it's rather cold. I went to the base of Witches Cauldron to fill the skips and Alex 
did the hauling and dumping [at the base of the entrance]. All clear after about two hours, 
plenty of room for digging spoil next session.  
 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=10
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10th March 2012 
 
After a prolonged break from digging at Hallowe'en Rift due to other commitments we got back 
to work. Due to the present conditions, I decided to wear a plastic suit (rather tatty Petzl) 
slipped easily along the tube, like a bar of soap. With my shiny new bar started to prod at the 
dig face, 'that sounds hollow' I thought. Removed some cobbles and a root to reveal a tiny 
gap, 
 

!  
 
The image above shows the hole in the dig face, unfortunately the photos aren’t very good! 
Passage height is about 0.30m and width about 1.00m. 
 
interesting, removed some more cobbles the gap got larger, getting very interesting, pulled 
out some larger cobbles and small boulders to reveal open space. 
 
After some more work removed a quantity of loose debris to reveal a clean washed rift/pot 
with abundant root growth. The top of the rift is too tight to allow entry and there are a lot of 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=11
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very loose boulders and sediment in the rift above - some serious gardening is required. The 
rift/pot appears to be about 1.0m deep to a maximum of 0.5m wide and a length 2.0 - 2.5m in 
length. It is possible that there is a continuation of the passage almost straight ahead, this will 
only be confirmed when the rift/pot is accessed. It looks very tantalising and exciting times are 
ahead - there are some seriously promising leads in this cave. 
 
Its days like this that makes digging so exhilarating - it's just such a buzz, I love it! 
Of course, we called in to our favourite hostelry for a little celebratory beverage. 
 
17th March 2012 
 
We continued work at the top of the rift/pot. What appeared solid is not, and there are a lot of 
boulders, cobbles in a matrix of finer sediment above the opening. Managed to bring quite a 
bit of this down and now have a small chamber about 1m x 1m x 1m although not quite big 
enough to turn around in safely. The downside of this work is that a good quantity of debris 
has fallen into the rift/pot so there is a considerable amount of clearing to be done. We are 
puzzled by this passage development we did expect to see another wall to the rift - are we 
heading into a chamber? Only digging will reveal what lies ahead. 
 

 
 
Looking down into the rift/pot. The main roots are about 12mm in diameter. 

 
31st March 2012 
 
Rather surprised to find the gate chained and locked at the farm so over to School Hill and a 
longer walk up to the cave. Spent a while prodding and scratching away at the sediments 
above the rift, still doesn't appear to be anything solid above - need to proceed with the utmost 
caution. The roots appear to have grown nearly 300mm since the last visit. Alex spent some 
time removing the lumps of calcite flow that impede the progress of the skip up Witches 
Cauldron. Crawled along to 'Merlin’s' for a reassessment of the area - there is a possible route 
along the right-hand side that would avoid damage to the formations but would require a good 
deal of effort initially.  
 

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=12
http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=13
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After digging took a stroll up the valley to the east of Hallowe'en Rift to take another look at 
the rock exposure and to explore the head of the gully. Came across an interesting little spot 
pictured above. Several holes were noted in an arc that showed some signs of previous 
excavation, there is a large badger site on the opposite side of the gully, or this is the site that 
Trevor Hughes poked at in the early 1980’s.  
 
4th April 2012 
 
A trip with John 'Tangent' Williams who had expressed a desire to experience the delights of 
Hallowe'en Rift after listening to Alex and myself discussing the digging prospects on many 
occasions. A reasonably comprehensive tour around the original dig sites of the 1980s and 
1990s before heading up to 'Merlin’s' and finally along the 'tube'. Tangent appeared to be 
suitably impressed and enjoyed the trip. Haven't been to the Hunter's on a Wednesday 
evening, traditionally digger's night, for quite a while, I was struck by how quiet it was, it used 
to get a little raucous at times in the past. 
 
14th April 2012 
 
After a break for Easter and family type things a return to the delights of Hallowe'en Rift. 
 
After some discussion, we have decided to modify the tube by removing the 'rib' of rock in the 
floor at the point where the left tube diverges from the right. This will eventually enable work 
to continue along the right side where the strongest draught emanates. I can get through the 
squeeze but cannot get into a position where I can work effectively. Removal of the 'rock rib' 
also means that Alex will be able to get to the end. We have also modified the top of Witches 
Cauldron to make it easier for hauling the skip when clearing spoil. 
 
Now the proud holder of an explosives user licence this was the first opportunity to put it to 
good use.  Drilled two 12mm x 400mm holes and charged them using 2m of detonating cord 
+ 1 electric detonator in the rib of rock, at the top of Witches Cauldron drilled a single 12mm x 
250mm shot hole and used up the spare electric detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
Following a conversation with the farmer, the gates were locked because some young 
livestock were being turned out onto the hill and they can be a little bit frisky for a while until 
they get used to the great outdoors. 
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21st April 2012 
 
Turned out to be a rather disappointing session. Slight misunderstanding resulted in Alex not 
bringing his drill, so we dragged the BEC drill to the end to carry on the good work to remove 
the 'rib' of rock only to find both batteries were flat. We were probably a little naive not to have 
checked the kit or to assume that the last people to use it would leave it 'ready for use'. Never 
mind though better luck next time. 
 
Unfortunately, I had purchased some supplies and had to use it luckily there was a crack if the 
floor along the rib of rock so packed in 1m x 40g + 1m x 20g detonating cord + 1 x electric 
detonator and tamped well with mud and gravel.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
12th May 2012 
 
A fine spring day after some very wet weather. Dropped into Wells for several required items 
before a return to the quest. Not quite as wet in the cave as anticipated, if the dry weather 
continues it might even become reasonably comfortable again. Continued with the task of 
removing of the 'rib of rock' that is already looking successful. Very strong draught today 
noticed immediately on entry to the cave especially when approaching Witches Cauldron and 
the tube. 
 
Drilled 2no shot holes in the rib of rock and charged with 1m x 12g + 1m x 40g detonating cord 
+ 1 x electric detonator, again disposed of spare detonator in a shot hole at the top of Witches 
Cauldron.  Everything fired successfully.  
  
Another satisfying session and as usual we dropped into the Hunter's for some refreshments. 
At the Hunters, we joined up with Tangent, who had been caving in Swildon's with Goon, and 
a fine discussion ensued regarding Mendip geology and geomorphology.  
 
A fine morning indeed! 
 
19th May 2012 
 
Continued with the task of removing the rock obstruction. Today's session will probably be 
enough, and the next session will involve removal of a quite considerable pile of rock debris. 
After this clear out is complete, we should be able to dig along the right-hand tube following 
the draught and where airspace can be seen. A couple of metres progress might prove to be 
interesting. 
 
Drilled 3no. shot holes in the rib of rock 16mm x 400mm charged with 1m x 12g + 1m x 40g + 
1 x electric detonator; 1no. 16mm x 100mm at the top of Witches Cauldron to dispose of spare 
det.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
26th May 2012 
 
Glorious weather and a warm walk up the hill, underground it was rather cooler. While Alex 
hammered away at the top of the pot, I set about removing the large pile of rock debris along 
the tube. The more skip-loads that I dragged along the tube the stickier it became; all the water 
being absorbed into my fleece undersuit. It took about two hours to clear all the rock debris 
and I also removed a bit of the sediment along the right-hand side. The draught was strong 
today - cool and fresh. There just must be something significant ahead - but how far and what? 
- only more digging will reveal that! I was going to take some photos but became so caked in 
mud I decided not to bother and will take some next visit before digging.  
Meanwhile, Alex had battered the top of the pot into submission with trusty lump hammer and 
chisel making it significantly larger; skip should be easier to haul out now. On exiting the cave, 
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the difference in temperature was very noticeable, from breathing cool, fresh cave air to the 
warm, humid surface air. 
 
Next session will require more spoil clearance from the base of Witches Cauldron back to the 
surface before we can continue along the tube.  
 
2nd June 2012 
 
Slight change of plans deciding on a solo digging trip in Hallowe'en Rift. Took a few snaps, 
not all that successfully. 
 
The image below is peering into the left tube from where the rib of rock used to be. 
Dragged a couple of skips full of sediment down the tube before deciding to leave the spoil to 
one side to be removed later. Pushed ahead for just over a metre, it's a rather snug fit along 
the tube and cool in the draught. On the right-hand side, there was open space, albeit small, 
and the roof appears to rise sharply. Worked along the left side where there was slightly more 
height, from where I moved some more sediment with the occasional rock opening more air 
space, again the roof appears to rise sharply after a metre. Unfortunately, further progress 
was barred by a large slab of flowstone that resisted initial attempts to move it, dug around it 
for a while then decided to call it a day and will return when fresh. It's now looking very, very 
interesting! 
 
 

 
 
3rd June 2012 
 
Another solo trip and a return to try and persuade the slab of flowstone to succumb to my 
efforts. Alas, to no avail the slab appears rather larger than at first estimated, although I did 
just about manage to raise it a fraction. It is apparent that we must resort to a rather more 
robust advanced speleological technology to shift the slab. Frustrating because the prospects 
beyond the blockage look so good! 
 
It is worth adding a cautionary note, long experience in cave exploration has shown that when 
viewing open space through small gaps, particularly in restricted passage then first 
appearances can sometimes be deceptive, and things aren’t always as they seem! 
I retired to the Hunter's for refreshment and some contemplation. Then off to a very wet Priddy 
Friendly Society Day on the village green and quaffed rather too many glasses of Addlestone’s 
(cider). Some excellent live music was provided by The Drystones. 
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9th June 2012 
 
A spoil clearance session was the plan for today and a fine effort by Alex and me to clear the 
spoil from the base of Witches Cauldron back to the bottom of the entrance. There was a 
considerable amount of spoil to shift and it will require another good effort to clear the spoil 
now at the base of the entrance up the shaft to the surface next session (?). After a period of 
extremely wet [and windy] weather there was a strong drip of water in the cave and very soon 
both of us had got very damp and had a good coating of mud. We even had time to pop into 
the Hunter's for refreshments. Unfortunately, the refreshment break was cut short when a 
phone call was received by the landlady and passed on to me - cave rescue in Cheddar 
Gough's Cave. I ended up abandoning half my drink, heading to the Belfry, rousing a fine 
team, grabbing some kit from the rescue store and set off for Cheddar. Others were already 
present in Cheddar including paramedics and cave rescue wardens and it was a quick carry 
out of the cave for the female patient, who had fallen and injured her knee, she was then taken 
by ambulance for further treatment at a local hospital. 
 
In the evening went with the family up to the Hunter's for supper and to attend a BCRC lecture 
presented by Tony Rich that gave an overview of cave rescue and the law. Cheddar Caves 
had very kindly put on a barrel of beer as a thank you to the rescue teams that had attended 
today’s incident - marvellous! 
 
16th June 2012 
 
Alex unable to make it today so another solo trip. Tried to shift the slab utilising the excellent 
tape strops given to me by Trev Hughes - but the slab isn’t moving. Digging is often a very 
frustrating process and things don't always go to plan and a great deal of patience is required. 
Decided to clear all the spoil dumped at the end of the tube back to the bottom of the pot, by 
the time I had finished there was easily enough space to turn around and quite a novelty to 
come back down the tube head first rather than backing out dragging a skip full of spoil.  
 
The best thing about being underground on a solo trip is the peace and solitude; the only 
sounds you can hear are your own - breathing, heartbeat, movement - and the dripping of 
water in the cave. Just an excellent place to be! 
 
23rd & 24th June 2012 
 
Saturday: with Alex.  Seeing Alex in some recently purchased very garish lime green running 
tights is a sight to behold but not one to remember. We decided to have a clear out of the spoil 
so set up the tripod on the surface. We made a start with the slop at the bottom of the pot - 
Witches Cauldron - very glutinous! Cleared this to the base of the entrance and then set about 
clearing out to the surface. The hauling rope became impregnated with mud and was difficult 
to grip, particularly if the skip was a bit on the weighty side, however we persevered for a good 
two and a half hours before calling it a day.  
 
Sunday: with Callum.  An afternoon shift, the intended morning start was a non-event due to 
imbibing too much Addlestone’s at Priddy Sheep Racing yesterday evening, a gloriously wet 
affair with some spectacular rain. Today's mission was to start enlarging the tube to enable 
removal of the slab of flowstone barring progress. This was to be my second attempt at using 
the club drill, I made sure it was fully charged but it was still an ordeal, real struggle to get the 
hammer action to function initially and the drill bit would not lock in. There isn't enough room 
along the tube to sort out any problems but eventually managed to complete the task although 
Callum was, by now, very cold so I sent him back up to the surface to warm up. The dig is 
very squalid. 
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Drilled 3no. shot holes 16mm x 400mm along the right-hand side of the tube, charged with 2m 
x 12g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
27th June 2012 
 
Mid-week trip into Hallowe'en Rift for a change.  
 
One of my best digging mates from the past has come from Columbia to the UK for a couple 
weeks with his family before heading to France on holiday. Decided to take Pete [Bolt] to enjoy 
the delights of Hallowe’en Rift, being on the tall side he really appreciates low muddy crawls. 
Cleared Sunday's spoil from the end of the tube back the base of Witches Cauldron and then 
to the bottom of the entrance before heading to the Hunter's for refreshments and 
reminiscences of some epic caving trips and discoveries of the past such as Coventosa pull-
through trip, Lechiguilla, Daren Cilau and, of course Ogof Draenen.  
 
PB seemed to be suitably impressed by the prospects in Hallowe'en Rift and requested photos 
from beyond the slab! 
 
30th June 2012 
 
With Alex. Continued the task of enlarging the tube to access the slab barring progress. 
Nothing of note happened and a brief in and out - job done. Probably take 4 - 6 trips to work 
up to the slab giving the required room to remove it. After a rather wet month it's squalid 
throughout the cave, it seems the days of dry, comfortable digging are over - at least for the 
time being. 
 
Drilled 3no. shot holes 16mm x 400mm along right hand side of the tube and charged with 2m 
x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
7th July 2012 
 
Solo trip. After recent persistent rain, the usual drips in the cave are now mostly continuous 
trickles. Took the BEC drill for a trip along to the right-hand side of the tube to continue the 
enlargement - it worked successfully - becoming quite spacious approaching the slab now. 
Funny how when working alone the mind drifts back to past digging trips and old mates - J'rat, 
Gobshite - Wigmore, Welsh's Green, Draenen - happy days! 
 
Drilled 3no. shot holes 16mm x 400mm and charged with 2m x 5g + 1m x 40g + 1 x electric 
detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
14th and 15th July 2012 
 
Saturday: with Alex.  
 
Went along to the end of the tube to clear some of the debris and to see if I could get a better 
handhold on the offending slab - no chance! Back to Alex who was erecting the tripod and 
shifted more spoil back to the surface. 
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Sunday: a solo trip.  
 
In the above image, the BDH is about 125mm in diameter and the left side of the slab barring 
progress is visible - not so clear is the open space beyond. 
 
A better view of the slab with space beyond on either side (see image below) from where the 
main draught seems to emanate. Slab is about 750mm in width, passage height is around 
300mm at this point; the depth of the slab is unclear. The image doesn't do justice to the colour 
of dolomitic conglomerate that ranges from red to purple with white, grey, yellow and black 
pockets throughout - a fascinating rock. The enlargement work continues and soon the slab 
will succumb and the tantalising space beyond will be revealed - hopefully! 
 
Drilled 5no. shot holes 16mm x 400mm and charged with 3m x 5g + 1.5m x 40g (600mm x 5g 
+ 300mm x 40g in each hole) + 1 x electric detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 

 
 
Following some refreshment at my favourite hostelry went back to the Belfry to wash my kit. 
Met up with Tangent and we walked over to Eastwater Lane where Jodie Lewis and co. from 
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the University of Worcester are carrying out an archaeological investigation of a Bronze Age 
barrow site. An interesting and informative discussion with David and later Jodie, will revisit 
the site to keep up with the progress. Even the weather was reasonably pleasant, a bit on the 
breezy side but dry. 
 
21st July 2012  
 
Solo trip to clear the end and continue the passage enlargement. There is a lot of debris to be 
cleared from the end of the tube. Once the end is clear might be able to get to grips with the 
slab or at least get a better look at it, still we are getting ever closer - just a question of time - 
patience is required! 
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes 16mm x 400mm and charged with 3m x 5g + 1m x 40g + 1 x electric 
detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
28th July 2012 
 
There is a big pile of debris at the end to shift. 
 
Alex set about removing the block of stal that obstructs the skip haul along the approach to 
the top of Witches Cauldron, while I set to work dragging spoil back to the base of the pot. I 
decided to use one of the larger skips so that I could shift more rock which just meant it was 
harder work. Eventually managed to reach the slab of flowstone obstructing the way ahead 
and with some barring work could get to grips with it. After some grunting and [a lot of] cursing 
I moved the slab into a position where I could batter it with my trusty lump hammer, reducing 
it in size, and then shift it to one side of the passage. With a bit more digging I was now able 
to get a better look at the way ahead, which isn't quite as open as expected or hoped but the 
prospects still look rosy, just requires some more effort. There is something that appears to 
look interesting about a metre or so ahead, but some sediment must be shifted before that will 
develop. By this time my shoulders were aching from the effort and after 2.5 hours of digging 
and skip hauling decided it was time for refreshment at the Hunter's and to the Belfry to wash 
kit, exited the cave tired but very happy. 'Toil and Trouble' would probably be an apt name for 
the tube. 
There is still a big pile of debris at the end to shift! 
 
1st August 2012 
 
Solo trip. Continued with the removal of the loose debris and battered the slab of flowstone 
into more manageable lumps. Thought it would be more efficient while dragging the skip back 
to push the larger lumps down the passage with my feet, it did cross my mind that if one of the 
lumps were to become jammed in the passage then I might be in for an interesting few minutes 
trying to extricate myself - it didn't happen. Shifted most of the loose stuff back to the base of 
Witches Cauldron, but there is still a pile of gravel to drag back and then some barring and 
chisel work to be done. There is a lot of spoil stacked at the base of Witches Cauldron ready 
to be hauled out back to the surface. At the end of 'Toil and Trouble' the way ahead looks 
interesting, and then, there is always the draught! 
 
5th August 2012 
 
Solo trip. Another miserably wet day on Mendip. Decided to remove some of the remaining 
gravel from the end of Toil and Trouble, also to get some barring and chisel work out of the 
way. After a light failure, swapped to a brighter lamp and managed to squeeze through and 
get a better look at the very rosy prospects that lie ahead - these things take time! There is no 
space left for spoil and a clearance session is now a priority. 
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11th August 2012 
 
With Alex. We started the task of shifting the considerable stack of spoil at the base of Witches 
Cauldron back to the entrance ready to be hauled out to the surface. There was a very strong, 
cold draught today and now that the cave has become drier the mud is thicker, stickier and 
has developed an adhesive quality. 
 
18th August 2012 
 
With Alex. Set up tripod to clear the spoil stacked at the base of the entrance pitch back to the 
surface. Clearance might at times appear to be rather tedious but with restricted storage space 
it is necessary and forward progress must be put on hold until it is done, and it means that the 
digging only requires minimal manpower. After the spoil was cleared, we spent a little time 
tidying and gardening around the surface to keep the cattle away from the cave entrance area. 
 
25th August 2012 
 
With Alex. What better place to spend your birthday! Cleared the remaining spoil from the 
bottom of Witches Cauldron to the base of the entrance shaft ready to be hauled to the surface. 
There is now plenty of room at the bottom of WC to dump more spoil from the end of Toil and 
Trouble and allowing forward progress to continue. 
In addition to a huge number of very annoying and irritating Common mosquito's (Culex 
pipiens) in the entrance and along the upper approach passages, there are also several Tissue 
moth's (Trichosa dubitata) to be found in the cave, possibly because of the inclement weather 
that we are experiencing this summer, this moth species is one of several that are known to 
inhabit caves in the British Isles. 
 
 

 
 
The image above is taken from the website: www.cambriancavingcouncil.org.uk and follow 
the links: Cave Life Website/Cave Life of Devon 
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The Herald (Scoliopteryx libatrix) is another species of moth that is a regular sight within the 
Mendip cave environs, particularly during the winter months when they choose caves as 
hibernation sites. The image above was copied from the Wikipedia website. 
On a rather more embarrassing note we had to ask the farmer for a tow out of the field when 
the van became stuck after a sudden rainstorm, especially after I had already hesitated about 
parking there. 
 
8th September 2012 
 
With Alex and Rob 'Tav' Taviner. Tav is one of my oldest caving/digging friends and it has 
been a while since I last enjoyed his company when venturing underground. Tav is also 
involved, with others, in the updating of 'Mendip Underground' a guide to the caves of the 
Mendip area and the Mendip Cave Registry and Archive. 
 
While I went up to the cave with Tav, Alex returned to the van to get the spanner that we had 
again managed to forget. Gave Tav a quick tour up to 'Merlin's' before sending him along to 
the end of Toil and Trouble for a look. We then changed places and I set about filling a skip 
with spoil and Tav doing the hauling back to 'Witches'. After several skip-loads had been 
removed we decided to head back to the entrance, Alex had erected the tripod, and we hauled 
the spoil dumped there up to the surface. Standing at the bottom of the entrance shaft loading 
the skip could have been regarded a slightly dangerous position, the grille was almost knocked 
down the shaft before it was removed to a safe place, then the pulley became detached, just 
as well that Tav was holding the rope, while Alex was fixing that he tripped and almost fell 
down the shaft along with the scaffolding. However, I survived, the shaft was cleared of spoil, 
the site was left tidy and we then set off to the Hunter's for refreshments and a good old 
chinwag!  
 
15th September 2012 
 
With Alex. Walked across the field and up to the cave from the farm keeping a close watch on 
the bull just put out, he was far too interested in his 'ladies' to notice us. Got up to the entrance 
only to realise that I had left the key in the van and I had to go back down and collect it, again 
keeping a close watch on the bull. Very warm when I eventually arrived back at the entrance. 
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Again, lots of 'mossies and midges' in the cave. I went along to the end of Toil and Trouble 
(right hand tube) to remove some more of the loose cobbles and sediment that are hindering 
further progress; Alex hauled the skips from the base of Witches Cauldron and dumped spoil 
there ready to be moved on next session. It's quite a snug fit along the end of the right-hand 
tube and needed some hammer work to take off some nodules to make it slightly more 
comfortable. To the left and looking up about half a metre appears to be open space although 
narrow, as usual the draught is strong. Looking directly ahead along the right-hand tube about 
a metre further on the roof apparently rises sharply and the sediment seems to originate from 
above. Prompted by this development I decided to take another look along the left-hand tube 
to re-evaluate the possible relationships between the two leads. Cleared away a quantity of 
loose debris to open the rift again and peered down to assess the prospects, again there is a 
strong draught coming up from the relatively open rift, although entry into the rift is too narrow 
and some work will be required to enlarge the top. There are also quite a few delicately 
balanced boulders that will need some very serious consideration before any access into the 
rift is possible. I am still slightly perturbed by the apparent lack of a solid wall directly ahead, it 
appears to comprise occasional boulders in a matrix of densely compacted sediment, there 
are also some long tree roots that are still growing. By now Alex had filled the stacking space 
and it was time to retreat to the Hunter's for refreshment and to discuss the next move. 
 
As I am helping with geophysical survey work at Solsbury Hill with Bath and Camerton 
Archaeological Society next weekend we aren't digging but we plan to have a long session 
the following weekend. The objective will be to clear the spoil from the bottom of Witches 
Cauldron and then remove the loose debris from both the right- and left-hand tubes in Toil and 
Trouble. I will also try and remember to bring along the camera and take a few photos.  
 
29th September 2012 
 
With Alex. After last weekend’s break, back to work at Hallowe'en Rift. Started to clear away 
the spoil that is stacked at the bottom of Witches Cauldron. While Alex was emptying the skips, 
I decided to go to along Toil and Trouble to clear the debris from the left-hand passage. The 
large skip was a poor choice as there isn't enough space to get any rocks into the skip so 
ended up backing up and clearing gravel from the approach tube, also wearing my caving 
helmet I found head movement to be restricted and uncomfortable. Meanwhile, Alex felt unwell 
and left the cave, so the trip was ended somewhat sooner than expected or planned. 
Unfortunately, I forgot the camera so was unable to take any photographs. The draught in the 
cave today was cold. 
 
6th October 2012 
 
With Alex. Descended into Hallowe'en Rift through a halo of flies - there are a lot of mossies 
in the entrance passage! Very active drips in the cave making it rather wet along the passages 
after some recent heavy rain. Continued to clear spoil from the dumping spot in Witches 
Cauldron (WC) I was filling the skips while Alex did the hauling and emptying. While the skips 
were being emptied, I went along to the end of Toil and Trouble (left passage) and dragged 
back a couple of skip loads of rocks and played football with a larger rock kicking it all the way 
back to WC. As skips were pulled back to WC, they were preceded by a wave of slurry that 
ran down into the pot and usually down my sleeve and splashing into my face. With the spoil 
removed from WC back to the bottom of the entrance shaft ready for hauling up to the surface 
later, we emerged from the cave wet and muddy, ready for refreshments at the Hunter's. 
 
20th October 2012 
 
With Alex. The plan was to continue clearing spoil from both ends of Toil and Trouble (left and 
right passages). Although still wet and muddy the drip wasn't as strong as we had envisaged. 
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And at long last I remembered to bring the camera, although it now seems to be on its last 
legs... 
 
The image below is looking back down through "eye of newt" along Toil and Trouble to where 
Alex is ready and waiting to haul skips of spoil back to the base of Witches Cauldron. 
 

 
 
Today our plan was to clear some of the spoil from the left-hand passage (image below) ... 
 

 
 
at the end of this passage there is an open rift that is, tantalisingly, too constricted to gain 
entry...at least for the moment! 
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However, back along to the end of the right-hand passage (images above and below) there is 
another interesting lead (the BDH lid is about 100mm diameter) ... 
 

 
 
above the cobbles there appears to be [relatively] open space, it's a little too snug now to get 
a proper look and to be sure how things are going to develop. There is a narrow rift, at this 
point about 200 to 300mm wide, that we assume is contemporaneous with the rift feature seen 
at the end of the left-hand passage. 
 
27th October 2012 
 
With Alex. Well, what can we say! After 30 years of endeavour by several diggers, along a 
variety of routes Hallowe'en Rift is again looking very interesting indeed! 
We decided to concentrate today's effort on removing sediment from along the rather 'snug' 
right hand side of Toil and Trouble. After we had cleared several skip-loads it was possible for 
me to move into a position to look along the right-hand side. I was very pleasantly surprised 
to see relatively open, and what looks to be caveable passage, unfortunately access is 
presently barred by a slab of rock and sediment that will require some further attention. We 
carried on with the removal of more of the sediment, this eventually resulted in being able to 
get a better look along the left side, looking up above the clean boulders that were pictured 
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last session confirmed that there appears to be considerable open space above this area, 
although it should be said that when in small passages apparent size can become somewhat 
distorted. It seems that, at last, we are on the cusp of something very, very good indeed! If all 
the links seen in the left and right passages at end of Toil and Trouble are part of the same 
thing, then we are looking at something at least 5 or 6 metres in width. There are exciting 
times ahead.  
 
We have planned a longer weekend session for next week. Keep watching this space!!!  
 
2nd November 2012 
 
With Alex. Digging trip on a Friday night whatever next - been quite a while since we got up to 
that.  
 
After a cold, rainy day spent digging and recording archaeological evaluation trenches on a 
site in Devon, on the way home grabbed a supper of fish and chips to eat on the way in 
Cheddar Gorge, it was then time to meet up with Alex at the Belfry and set off for Hallowe'en 
Rift.  Started the task of enlarging the right-hand side of Toil and Trouble to enable access to 
the [possible] open space seen on previous trips. 
 
Drilled 6no. shot holes, 16mm X 400mm, charged with 4m x 5g + 2m x 20g (1no. hole with 
double charge, 1no. charge was placed under loose slab), all charges were well tamped + 1 
x electric detonator.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
After a suitable time spent digging decided to call it a day and head off to the Hunter's for a 
Friday night of socialising! 
 
3rd November 2012 
 
With Alex. Spent the early part of the morning on a run-around before meeting up with Alex at 
the Belfry where we were soon on our way to Hallowe'en Rift.  Got changed at the farm Alex 
into his damp and muddy kit from last evening, me, smug in nice dry and clean spare kit.  
Carried on with the enlargement task along the right-hand side of Toil and Trouble, eventually 
returning to the surface a bit later than anticipated although still managed to drop into the 
Hunter's before lunchtime last orders.  
 
The biggest part of Sunday morning was spent washing and cleaning a pile of kit and 
equipment. 
 
10th November 2012 
 
Solo.  A continuation of the good work enlarging the end of Toil and Trouble to gain access 
into the anticipated open space. There is a considerable pile of debris beginning to accumulate 
that will require a couple of clearing out sessions soon.  Can almost get into a comfortable 
position to begin work on removing the constriction to the perceived open space to the left 
side.   
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes, 12mm x 400mm, charged with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric 
detonator.  Charges are all pre-prepared each comprising 250mm of 20g + 500mm of 5g and 
taped along a wooden kebab stick that ensures each hole is filled; all holes are then well 
tamped.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
Next session might be able to drag a few cobbles/boulders out beforehand. Another concerted 
effort is planned for next weekend, it's looking good. 
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17th November 2012 
 
With Alex. Plan was to continue with the enlargement process. When I got to the end of Toil 
and Trouble, I found a scene of devastation and so set about moving the debris wherever I 
could to enable progress. Alex hauled several shiploads back to Witches Cauldron. Eventually 
managed to get a better look at the 'open' space in the rift to the left and after removing a few 
cobbles and boulders decided this wasn't the way on. Then decided the way on is to pursue 
the draught coming from the space seen to the right and beyond the fallen slab of rock. I 
scratched away at the sediment around the slab, which is about 750mm long, 400mm wide 
and up to 200mm thick, tabular in shape, got a bar under it and wiggled it. Using a combination 
of bars and various cobbles managed, after some considerable effort, to shift the slab into a 
suitable position where I could squeeze by it into the space beyond. It wasn't huge, more 
'caverns measureless to mice' but there are some small, pleasant formations - mostly straws, 
curtains and flowstone - and it still appears to go on ahead, although the air space is again 
restricted. The draught is still very strong and seems to emanate from passage that looks 
about 2 metres wide and air space up to 0.15 metres. There is some gardening work to be 
done that will allow better access and further assessment of what lies ahead, it still looks so 
good. Last job of the 3-hour session was to return to the squeeze to continue the enlargement 
process, this done we retreated to the surface, soaking wet, plastered in mud, very cold but 
very, very satisfied.  
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes, charged with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g (charges pre-prepared as previously 
described) + 1 x electric detonator; all holes well tamped.  Everything fired successfully. 
 
And we just about made the Hunter's. Happy days indeed! 
 
Looking back through my old logbooks I found the entry for 19/12/1991 when on a solo trip, I 
first started to dig from the entrance: 
 
"a bit of scratching about and I managed to get to a small aven with a squeeze, a large rock 
was causing the constriction, so I spent some time removing it, after that spoil removal was a 
lot easier. Spoil consists mainly of dry, sandy mud although there are a few rocks in it. 
Managed in all about 5 or 6 feet..." 
 
In the evening returned to the Hunter's to attend the Digger's Award - too packed and a dull 
affair, so spent most of the night in the bar talking to more interesting folk. 
 
1st December 2012 
 
With Tav. Had a break from digging last weekend due to some adverse weather and lots of 
flooding. Alex is feeling crook this weekend so can't make it, however Tav was up for a digging 
trip and we met at the Belfry and set off promptly to the farm, changed, and walked up the hill 
to Hallowe'en Rift. 
 
Made a rather more concerted effort on clearing the considerable pile of debris from the end 
of Toil and Trouble concentrating on the smaller stuff before battering some of the larger 
boulders into more manageable sizes. Did some gardening work at the end and could get a 
better look at the next phase of work - what looked good before looks better!  
When the available stacking space was filled Tav came along to the end of Toil and Trouble 
to get a good look at the prospects - I think he was suitably impressed and is up for another 
digging trip. 
 
On the return to the surface dragged a large boulder all the way out and Tav had been filling 
bags with some of the smaller spoil which he had dragged to the entrance, these were emptied 
out onto the surface spoil heap - a job well done. 
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8th December 2012 
 
With Tav, Alex still crook. Had a good clear out session removing the spoil from the bottom of 
Witches Cauldron back to the base of the entrance ready to be hauled to the surface at some 
other time. Also, started to clear away some of the 'dead’s' stacked along the approach 
passage that have there for quite a while now.  
 
15th December 2012 
 
With Tav. Alex is still not feeling 100% but should make a comeback soon. Continued with the 
clearance of spoil from the end of Toil and Trouble, gently teasing some of the larger rocks 
into submission with a sledgehammer. A couple of the rocks refused to give in and will 
probably require dragging out to the surface. When the area was cleared of debris it is 
surprising just how much space we have created, I can easily turnaround at the present end 
now. Eventually we could start gardening at the very end and get a better look at what lies 
ahead. It seems we are to spoilt by a choice of direction; to the right there is low open space 
[~0.15m high x ~1.0m wide] with some flowstone and straws, it looks likely that the roof gets 
a little higher by turning to the left and heading in a more forward direction. Looking to the left 
and ahead and beyond a temporary constriction the way on here looks rather more tantalising. 
Tried to remove a large boulder that hindered a better look, but it was like a 'loose tooth' could 
wiggle it about, but it refused to budge, a different tactic will be employed next session. 
Decided to call it a day, my light was getting ever dimmer and I couldn't be bothered to change 
the battery, so we left the cave dragging several bags with us to be emptied at the surface. 
Particularly damp and muddy but satisfied with the morning session.  
 
5th January 2013 
 
With Tav. After an enforced break, due to a whole load of things - vehicle breakdown, illness, 
the season's festivities and some very crap weather - we were glad to get back to digging in 
Hallowe'en Rift. 
First task was to 'battle' with some rather large boulders, one being too big to fit into the skip 
so was dragged and shoved down the length of Toil and Trouble to the bottom of the pot. This 
boulder later required a considerable effort to get it up to the top of Witches Cauldron and 
along to the base of the entrance shaft where it is now a temporary step. After clearing the 
remaining boulders and cobbles I set about removing the wobbly boulder jammed in the small 
rift to the left. Ended up taking out a very large slab of rock that is too big to fit along 'T and T' 
so will need the attention of the sledge later. Anyway, the wobbly rock was now moved and 
placed to one side and digging was easier to progress in a quite comfortable space. The way 
ahead as always is both tantalising and frustrating. Lots of sediment will need to be removed 
and some slabs of old flowstone that are buried within the sediments will require breaking up. 
About a metre ahead there appears to be a 'T' junction although cannot see fully what happens 
to the left where most of the draught seems to emanate. There is now a large amount of spoil 
to be removed from the cave to the surface and this will be the priority when the full digging 
team are assembled. 
 
12th January 2013 
 
Alex made a return to digging at Hallowe'en Rift after several weeks away; unfortunately, Tav 
was working and unable to attend today's session. 
 
Bitterly cold easterly wind blowing across the field on the walk from the farm to the cave [and 
on the way back]. We set about clearing the accumulation of spoil [mostly cobbles and 
boulders] that was stacked in Witches Cauldron. The spoil was hauled up the pot to the bottom 
of the entrance ready to be removed to the surface later; there are probably a couple of tonnes 
of material waiting to be shifted from the entrance including some rather large boulders. 
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26th January 2013 
 
With Alex and Tav. After another enforced delay, due to some more adverse weather - heavy 
snow - we assembled at the Belfry ready to return to digging duties. A slightly 'hairy' ride down 
the snow packed and icy Rookham Hill to arrive at the farm where a few minutes were spent 
giving the farmer an update on the current state of things at the end of Hallowe'en Rift.  
Today's task was to clear all the spoil stacked in the entrance shaft, quickly the tripod was 
erected, and the spoil [which comprised mostly rocks] was hauled out to the surface and used 
to consolidate the wall around the cave entrance. There was an interesting moment as one 
rather large boulder came loose from the strop and hurtled down the shaft towards me at a 
rate of knots, I managed to deflect the boulder with an impressive 'goalie style' two handed 
fend off, and the offending missile shattered as it hit the floor, however, I was glad to be 
wearing my caving helmet rather than the usual 'beanie' hat. Must sort out the signals with 
Alex so that 'take up the slack' means exactly that rather than hauling to the surface! When all 
the spoil was cleared out the tripod was taken down and we made our way down the hill. The 
weather turned out to be decent and most of the snow and ice on Rookham Hill had thawed 
by the time we made our way to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
2nd February 2013 
 
With Alex and Tav. Very different weather to last week, a glorious morning although there was 
a chill in the air. Initially the idea was to batter the two rocks at the end with the sledge and 
remove them. Got one out of the way then the sledge handle snapped and that was that. 
Resorted to shifting more sediment and rocks from the end. The mud today was particularly 
glutinous and there was a pool of water in every position that I needed to lie. With three of us 
digging the spoil was shifted to the base of the entrance and then relayed up the shaft and out 
to the surface. 
 
26th February 2013 
 
Unfortunately, it's been very quiet on the cave digging front over the last few weeks due to 
other weekend happenings [on my part, anyway], such as archaeological conferences and the 
continuing Stanton Drew Survey Project, this involves geophysical and other archaeological 
investigations of the environs surrounding the stone circle complex, this has taken up two long 
weekends.  
 
We will get back to the task ahead in Hallowe'en Rift soon! 
 
23rd March 2013 
 
With Tav. At long last after several weekends taken up by work, conferences and illness we 
have got back to the task in hand. Weather is still crap - cold, wet with a bitter east wind. Not 
as much of a drip in the cave as had been expected and almost convinced myself it was 
pleasant digging conditions - a forlorn hope! Started to clear the sediment from off the slabs 
that constrict the immediate way ahead before starting to concentrate effort along the rift to 
the left. Rather annoyingly I have mislaid the small nail-bar which must be buried in the mud 
somewhere. Following the left-hand rift by removing a mixture of cobbles and boulders of 
conglomerate and flowstone, with sand, silt/clay opened a strong draught again and relatively 
loosely packed fill material. We have reached an obvious 'T' junction and the cave beyond is 
developing into something interesting, now continuation along the left-hand rift is our best 
option and this is where we will concentrate our best efforts, at least for a while. Happy days!  
 
Hopefully, the full team will be back together soon. 
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30th March 2013 
 
With Tav. There has been a marked improvement in the weather over the last few days - dry 
but chilly - although, it's fair to say, it is still squalid at the end of Hallowe'en Rift. Continued 
digging to the left of the 'T' junction following the rift which although constricted to start with is 
now opening out. Cleared some calcite-cemented cobbles and boulders along with sediment 
out of the rift above and this made working a lot more comfortable, negating the worry of loose 
stuff falling on to my head! Digging along the rift relatively rapid progress is made by removal 
of cobbles and boulders of conglomerate and degraded flowstone and, of course, sediment; 
there are spaces in between the cobbles/boulders and the draught is, as ever, strong. 
Prospects are looking good - I just love this dig! 
 
6th April 2013 
 
With Tav and Tangent. Glorious spring morning and markedly warmer than of late meant a 
pleasant stroll up to the entrance. A team of three enabled clearance of spoil from the end 
[and pot] back to the bottom of the entrance. Continued to dig forward along the left-hand side 
of the 'T' junction which is still opening out; there is a relatively solid roof to the right, while to 
the left appears to comprise medium-dense packed sediment with cobbles and boulders. 
Clearing the spoil from overhead resulted in an eye full of muck - must follow Tav's idea of 
wearing cycling goggles. Towards the end of the session there appeared to be more open 
spaces in between the cobbles/boulders directly ahead. Interestingly the draught wasn't quite 
as pronounced today, probably due to the rise in surface temperatures. A very good session 
and plenty of spoil cleared back to the entrance [rocks] and bagged spoil out to the surface. 
 
13th April 2013 
 
With Tav. Some recent rain resulted in the cave returning to a particularly squalid state 
especially along Toil and Trouble - no matter.  Continued to work along the left-hand side and 
after a scrape along the right side and floor to tidy some residual spoil started barring at the 
packed cobbles/boulders. Then dragging the spoil back to the 'T' junction to load it into the 
skip, Tav then hauled the spoil to the bottom of Witches Cauldron where the cobbles/boulders 
are stacked to one side and the sediment is bagged ready to be removed to the surface at the 
end of the digging session. Back at the dig face it wasn't long before things began to develop 
and air space was seen ahead above the sediment, ~150mm at a guess and continuing for 
~3m. Before access can be gained there is a considerable amount of debris to be removed 
from the left side and overhead, this will improve digging by providing more space. As progress 
in a forward direction advances it will probably be necessary to start staging the haulage of 
material. The draught was also more noticeable this week and the session ended with a sense 
of satisfaction. 
 
21st April 2013 
 
With Tav, Tangent missed the bus probably due to imbibing far too much 'giggle' juice at the 
Hunter's last evening!  
 
Sunday session this weekend due to seminar and work commitments. Really a consolidation 
effort this morning to create more comfortable working space. Cleared a good number of 
cobbles/boulders from the rift area along with sediment, eventually it was possible to get the 
skip alongside and fill from the dig face - much more efficient and comfortable, wriggling back 
down the passage dragging a pile of spoil was becoming tedious, especially as drier conditions 
meant it was very sticky indeed. Cleared bagged sediment out to the surface. 
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27th April 2013 
 
With Tav and it was great to welcome Silvio Berlusconi [aka Alex] back into the fray. Continued 
to enlarge the left-hand side to create bigger working space, Tav and Alex also set about 
clearing the rocks stacked in Witches Cauldron, all the spoil was removed to the base of the 
entrance. The rocks were stacked ready to be hauled out at a later session; the bagged 
sediment was removed to the surface.  
 
4th May 2013 
 
With Tav aka 'The Legend' and Alex.  Preparing to go digging. Images courtesy of Tav. 

 

 
 
 
Continued to enlarge the rift to make room for a more comfortable working space.  Removed 
a rather large slab of conglomerate that needed reducing in size to fit into the skip. I'm a little 
bit wary of the sediment overhead and thinking about the best way to remove it, could be a 
choked rift, will give it some further careful consideration. It might be an idea to remove the 
slabs barring access at the 'T' junction and open some more options, possibly making some 
room under the solid roof to the right of the rift. 
 
On the way-back from another digging session along the rift at the end of Toil and Trouble. 
 
11th May 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav has fallen victim to the lurgy. Without the requisite number of personnel, we 
didn't get the entrance cleared and concentrated instead on beginning the removal of the slab 
barring the way at the T junction [end of Toil and Trouble] to open more options.  
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes, 12mm x 400mm, charged with 3m x 5g + 1m x 20g (pre-prepared 
charges) + 1 x electric detonator; all holes well tamped.  Everything fired successfully, 1st use 
of my new exploder. 
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At the completion of a satisfactory session we duly set off for the Hunter's and the customary 
refreshments. 

 

 
 
In the evening after a fine curry at Shahnaz down in Cheddar with the family for a birthday 
celebration, went to the Hunter's to celebrate Fred Davis's 80th birthday. Fred is a caver, 
digger and keen cyclist of long renown and it was good to meet up with him and a whole load 
of chums. 
 
Remember when it was dry! 
 

 
 
Alex took this image on the day we dug along from Stal Bend to discover Witches Cauldron 
and, eventually Merlin's beyond. Happy days! 
 
18th May 2013 
 
With Alex 'the Belfry Boy', the 'Lord Taviner' and at long last making a welcome reappearance 
Graham 'Jake' Johnson. 
 
With a team assembled it was decided to have a good clear-out and the tripod was erected. 
Started by removing the spoil created last weekend at the 'T' junction - mostly rocks and gravel 
all the way out to the surface. The hoped for opening of other options has been successful 
and it seems there is a draught emanating from the right as well as the left-hand side. We 
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must concentrate our efforts on one side, probably stay to the left, but make sure nothing gets 
blocked. After the 'T' was cleared all moved back to clear all the stacked spoil in the entrance 
out to the surface. 
 
25th May 2013 
 
Well what a turn out! Alex, Tav, Jake and now, Nick Hawkes has decided to join the team. 
 
With a full team assembled spoil went from the dig to the surface. Continued with the clearance 
of the T junction. The offending slab has been obliterated and removed to the surface along 
with a quantity of sediment and there is easily enough space at the T junction to turnaround. 
Nick came up to the end for a look before we headed out of the cave. Now the junction has 
been cleared will probably go back to excavating along the left-hand side, where the draught 
appears to be stronger. The right-hand side will be left open for another day, although it is very 
tempting. We are spoilt for choices! 
 
1st June 2013 
 
With a strong team assembled we could shift spoil from the dig face out to the surface. We 
continued the dig along the left-hand side removing a mixture of cobbles, boulders and 
sediment. There is quite a widening of the rift appearing and removal of some cobbles out of 
the floor revealed more loose cobbles/boulders but with air spaces rather than sediment and 
felt a draught. Will need to remove a considerable pile of spoil to get a proper understanding 
of what is going on. As ever prospects look good!  
 
8th June 2013 
 
Just me and Tav today. On entering the approach passage a strong, cool draught was 
immediately noticeable. We continued clearing mixed spoil of cobbles and sediment from 
along the rift to the left of T junction. After the hauling rope, had detached itself a couple of 
times we ceased digging and Tav came up to the end to have a look. In a confused moment, 
I had convinced myself that I could see a way ahead around a massive slab of rock breakdown 
- only for Tav to point out that I was looking back towards the T junction - must be my age! 
After a brief discussion about the best way forward it might be a good time to open the right 
side of the T junction, the draught does feel fresher, stronger from there. 
 
15th June 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav, Jake and a visitor from Australia - Ray Deasy.   
 
As usual we all met at the Belfry and fair play to Ray arriving on a girl’s bicycle having pedalled 
from Bristol to get a trip into Hallowe'en, all into the Bongo and down to the farm. 
 
At Hallowe'en, I gave Ray a quick guide to the east extensions before we slid along Toil and 
Trouble to dig.  I went along to the left-hand rift while Ray settled into the snug T junction; Tav 
was in the pot, Alex shuttling along the approach passage from Stal Bend to the entrance, 
whilst Jake was on the surface hauling and walling.  It wasn't too long before Tav, having 
recently turned 50 and becoming grouchy with it, was getting rather snowed under with spoil, 
it didn't help when the hauling rope detached from the skip a couple of times, a change of plan 
was required.  With the ample space, we have created at the dig face I decided to fill the bags 
at the end which seemed to work alright and the grumpy old git was appeased and we 
continued to dig until all the bags were filled and it was time to go to the pub.  Emerged to find 
a rather damp looking Jake who, unfortunately had to endure some monsoon conditions, 
admittedly there was quite a strong drip of water coming down the entrance as I climbed out. 
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Tav had purchased a new lock at a car boot sale and has the advantage of having more than 
one key; the old one has now been replaced. 
 
29th June 2013 
 
With Tav and Alex, who left his oversuit in the garage so didn't venture underground and went 
mooching about on the hillside instead.  A warm walk up the hill to the cave in glorious 
sunshine. 
 
Meanwhile Tav and I continued digging along the left-hand side of the T junction. The passage 
appears to be following a narrow rift, choked with sediment and rocks, still slightly wary of the 
left bank of very compacted sediment, still going forward though. The draught didn't feel as 
strong today but that is probably down to atmospheric conditions. Back at the T junction I am 
very intrigued by the passage to the right which seems to turn after a few metres and perhaps 
open (?). Might need to sort out a mid-week trip and start to develop the passage into 
something more workable. When we ran out of bags we stopped digging and shifted all the 
bags out of the cave to empty them on the surface, Alex was there to help. 
 
6th July 2013 
 
With Alex ' Dead Batteries' Gee, Rob 'Failed Light' Taviner and Nick' Siberian Express' 
Hawkes. 
 
Glorious summer weather and a warm walk up the hill, as far as I'm concerned, this weather 
can last for months - love it! 
 
Today's trip was all about starting to open the passage to the right of the T junction at the end 
of Toil and Trouble. While the others set about clearing what spoil there was at the base of 
Witches, I did my bit with the drill and technology. A satisfactory trip and it will be interesting 
to see how things have been developed next trip.  
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes 12mm x 400mm in the right-hand side of the T junction and charged 
with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric detonator, charges were as usual pre-prepared 250mm 
of 20g with leader 500mm of 5g taped to bamboo kebab stick making it very easy to prime the 
shot holes.  Everything fired successfully using my very fancy exploder. 
 
Jake will be back next weekend, while Nick is off to Kazakhstan on Wednesday.  
 
13th July 2013 
 
Just the two of us today - me and Alex.  
 
Very warm walk up the hill in the glorious sunshine - let's hope this weather continues for ages! 
 
Continued with the task of opening the passage to the right of the T junction and cleared the 
debris from last weekend to one side to get a better look at things. There is a calcite flowstone 
floor over loose sediment with ~150mm of airspace over the top where a draught can be felt, 
there is a slight echo. Drilling into calcite is not very easy, hammer action does not function 
well, however the job was done and the holes were charged with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x 
electric detonator, charges were as usual pre-prepared 250mm of 20g with leader 500mm of 
5g taped to bamboo kebab stick making it very easy to prime the shot holes, all the spoil from 
last weekend was piled back on top. Must wait until the next session to see how successful 
today's effort has been, still there will be plenty of spoil to shift.  

http://iloapp.mendipgeoarch.net/blog/dighalloween?Home&post=72


dighalloween  

57 

 

After refreshment at the Hunter's spent a very pleasant afternoon at Priddy Folk Festival and 
then walking over to the Wessex hut to chat with Jodie Lewis's archaeology students from 
Worcester before going up to look at the excavation on North Hill - very interesting. 
 
20th July 2013 
 
Just me and Tav this morning.  
 
Another warm walk up the hill, as soon as the cave was entered there was lovely cool, fresh 
air. The cave has dried out considerably during the last few weeks, just a little dampness along 
Toil and Trouble but it's comfortable enough to wear cotton overalls without the oversuit.  
 
Cleared some of the debris piling up in T junction back to the bottom of Witches Cauldron 
ready to be hauled out later. We only cleared enough of the spoil to be able to continue the 
enlargement work in relative comfort, concentrating this session on removing a bulge in the 
roof. The calcite floor noted last session is quite rotten in places and given enough headroom 
it might be possible to batter a way through it and make forward progress. With some of the 
spoil removed can now get a better look at the way ahead and it looks very promising indeed, 
it's draughting well. Tav came up to the end with some required kit and to get a good look at 
the prospects ahead.  
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes 12mm x 400mm in the right-hand side of the T junction and charged 
with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric detonator, charges were as usual pre-prepared.  
Everything fired successfully using my exploder. 
 
Next week we will have a clear out session, hopefully there will be a bigger team available. 
 
27th July 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
 
With a good team assembled priority was to set about removing the pile of debris accumulated 
at the nether regions of the dig, the first task was to clear the spoil from the bottom of Witches 
Cauldron before clearing T junction. While the initial clearance was taking place, I set about 
work with hammer and chisel to bring down the loose debris in the T junction after last 
weekend’s enlargement process and managed to drop a rather large flake of dolomitic 
conglomerate onto my knee and leg. Eventually a large quantity of spoil was removed to the 
surface, but not everything as there is still some gravel remaining, but there is space enough 
for the next phase of enlargement work to continue, concentrating for the moment on the roof. 
Marvellous! 
 
3rd August 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
 
The first task of the session was to continue the removal of spoil left over from previous 
sessions - mostly sand, gravel and some small rocks. That done we continued with the 
enlargement of the passage to the right of the T junction.  
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes with AG’s little 24v drill 12mm dia x 400mm long in the roof of the 
passage to the right of the T junction and charged with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric 
detonator, charges were as usual pre-prepared 250mm of 20g with leader 500mm of 5g taped 
to bamboo kebab stick making it very easy to prime the shot holes.  Everything fired 
successfully using my exploder. 
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The way ahead looks very tantalising and it's a little frustrating being restricted by the passage 
dimensions. Good draught again! 
 
10th August 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Nick back from his travels. 
 
Cleared away the loose debris from the last enlargement session and with a bit of hammer 
and bar work managed to remove some large flakes from the roof. The flakes needed reducing 
in size to get them into the skip although they were still quite weighty. Removal of the flakes 
revealed some attractive rock with bands of reds and ochre yellow interspersed with veins and 
pockets of calcite varying in colour from translucent to white. After the clearance work was 
completed and all spoil was out to the surface continued with the enlargement process to 
remove a bulge of rock in the roof that may allow access to a slightly increased passage height 
beyond - time will tell.  
 
Drilled 4no. shot holes with AG’s little 24v drill 12mm dia x 400mm long in the roof of the 
passage to the right of the T junction and charged with 2m x 5g + 1m x 20g + 1 x electric 
detonator, charges were as usual pre-prepared. Used the remaining battery power to stitch 
drill more holes to aid the fracturing of rock.  
 
Still moving onwards! 
 
17th August 2013 
 
Unfortunately, I had to work today down in Kimmeridge, Dorset where we are carrying out an 
archaeological excavation prior to the construction of a new fossil museum and village hall. It 
is a sort of community project and there are several Open Days for both locals and members 
of the public to can see what is going on and what has been uncovered; also involved is Julian 
Richards of 'Meet the Ancestors' fame who has a long-time association with AC Archaeology 
(my employers).  
 
Digging duties at Hallowe'en Rift were carried out today by Tav and Alex.  
 
The following summary was provided by Tav: 
 
Tav cleared the end with Alex in the they moved all the debris plus some floor-fill back and 
stacked it in the pot until the space was filled up. The enlargement process had done a sound 
job and the way on ahead and to the left is now much more visible - a clear view into something 
bigger which may even be man-sized! The floor fill is easy to dig so it may be possible to enter 
without much more enlargement but taking out the roof does make the whole thing much more 
accessible. Strong draught at the dig face. 
 
Next session should be to clear the pot and continue with the enlargement at the end. 
 
21st August 2013 
 
Missed out on the weekend digging session and the upbeat messages from Alex and Tav 
prompted a midweek solo trip to go and have a look for myself; also, to get a plan in my head 
for the next phase of the enlargement process. Hallowe'en is a different place now that it's 
dried up, almost comfortable! The end is indeed more spacious, and the way ahead is clearer 
just too snug and will need to continue working along the roof. About a metre ahead the floor 
appears to dip and there is a layer of soft sediment to remove giving more space. Beyond it 
does look passable - but for how far? Time will tell. As ever it's looking good! 
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24th August 2013 
 
Clearance session today, I went along to the end to bag up the loose sediment piled up on 
Wednesday while Alex, Tav and Jake cleared the spoil from the bottom of Witches Cauldron 
out to the surface. When Witches was clear, the bags were removed from the end. Did a bit 
more scratching around and took some photos but I am not impressed with new camera, 
doesn't have any individual shooting mode settings. 
 

 

 
 
 
The way ahead is frustratingly just too snug and just out of clear sight beyond the sediment in 
the forefront and goes off to the right! 
 
28th August 2013 
 
Another Wednesday evening solo trip to Hallowe'en Rift  
 
Pleasant evening for a stroll up the hill to the entrance. Quickly down the shaft and on towards 
the end, stopped at the bottom of Witches Cauldron for a short while to sort a couple of things 
out and on to the dig face. Continued the enlargement process concentrated on the roof before 
making my way back out. Another successful session. 
 
29th August 2013 
 
Another solo trip.  
 
Returned to continue the digging to the right of the T junction. Last evenings enlargement 
process wasn't as effective as hoped for due to a band of softer, ochreous rock interspersed 
with thin veins of minerals mostly calcite. Persevered with the task and must wait until the 
weekend to see the results. Enjoyable session though. 
 
1st September 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
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Well autumn is with us although really hope the excellent summer weather will continue. 
Change of day due to work commitments so a pleasant Sunday morning stroll up the hill to 
the cave. Another clearing session scraping back the sediment as far forward as it was 
possible to reach just to get a better look at the space ahead. It's tantalisingly close and 25 
years ago, may have tried to squeeze through but must be patient for a while longer and make 
it big enough for all. The more open space ahead turns to the right and it is not possible to see 
any further beyond that. Good draught again! Got a reminder from the surface team that the 
pub closes early on a Sunday and as there was not much spoil to shift, we called it a day and 
went to the Hunter's. 
 
2nd September 2013 
 
Quick solo trip into Hallowe'en Rift to continue the enlargement process along the passage to 
the right of the T junction. Will also give us something to clear on the weekend. In and out all 
done in ~45 minutes. Gave the pub a miss due to an early start in the morning. 
 
7th September 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
 
Predicted poor weather hasn't materialised so another pleasant walk up the hill from the farm. 
Arriving at the dig face it was immediately apparent that Monday's trip to further the 
"enlargement process" had been successful and it took a while to clear the resultant debris. 
Only scratched away at a little of the sediment that obscures a full view before concentrating 
on clearing shattered rock and getting prepared for more of the "enlargement process. I repeat 
that prospects appear very rosy and look forward to the next trip which will, hopefully allow 
more of an insight into the relatively open space ahead. Exciting times ahead!   

 
14th September 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
 
Last weeks 'enlargement process' was successful and there was plenty of debris to shift, so 
much that the passage was blocked by some rather large flakes. Cleared some of the loose 
before dragging back the flakes and reducing them in size with the lump hammer so they could 
be placed in the skip, also managed to clear some of the sediment. Can see ahead now and 
it looks good indeed and the draught was strong again, frustratingly it's just too snug to get a 
full view of what lies ahead. Parts of it look caveable though - maybe next session, or the one 
after! Finally continued with the 'enlargement process' before walking back down the hill to the 
farm satisfied with the effort. 
 
21st September 2013 
 
A solo trip into Hallowe'en to progress the "enlargement". Last session's effort didn't quite have 
the desired effect, not much had been removed although there was a large fracture that 
wouldn't succumb to the chisel or bar. Hopefully today's effort will bring it down along with 
more material. We are so close, can reach into the space beyond and feel the bottom of the 
calcite flowstone floor that bars progress. Another trip tomorrow is planned with the team. 
 
22nd September 2013 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
 
Yesterday's little effort had the desired effect and there was plenty of debris to remove. After 
clearance, could get a better view of the open space beyond, still can't quite see how it might 
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develop but there appears to be about one and a half body lengths of caveable passage. I can 
just about get to the edge of where the floor dips away beyond the calcite floor next 
"enlargement" might do it! Jake came along to look at the end, commenting on the strength 
and freshness of the air at the end and was suitably impressed with the prospects. While using 
the drill, I managed to snap the drill bit so had to exit the cave, return to the van and get 
another drill bit to complete the task. Satisfactory end to the session. I might take advantage 
of working locally at the Priddy Circles and venture underground for a mid-week trip. 
 
26th September 2013 
 
Solo.  
 
Went to the end and cleared the spoil from last weekends "enlargement process" to one side 
and managed to get forward half a body-length into a small, draughting chamber/possible 
passage ~2m wide, ~3m long and ~0.4m high in places. There is quite a bit of loose debris 
and spoil to be cleared, but a quick bit of work with a bar revealed the floor is partly made up 
of a thin veneer of degraded calcite over sediment ~200mm thickness. Further clearance will 
need to be carried out on the weekend when a better evaluation of where this passage is going 
should be possible. Back to the main task of the evening which is the removal of the bulge in 
the floor of Toil and Trouble to ease progress, I must say it was very awkward working and 
am glad that it was dry.  
 
28th September 2013 
 
With Alex, Jake and Nick. 
 
One of the first jobs of the session was to sort out the ropes on the drag tray so that it would 
go all the way to the end. That done, set about clearing debris that was the bulge in Toil and 
Trouble, hopefully progress along the passage will be easier. At the end spoil removal was 
much improved loading the drag tray directly even filling bags is easy. When clearing was 
completed continued the "enlargement process", Nick came up to the end for look as he hadn't 
been around for a while. Job done we retired to the Hunter's for refreshment and discussion. 
 
3rd October 2013 
 
With Alex. 
 
Long while since Alex ventured under on a mid-week trip. Straight to the end to continue the 
"enlargement process" pushing to one side the debris created last weekend. While I was 
getting on with things Alex tidied along Toil and Trouble and went up to Merlin’s to listen for 
any sound of my activities - nothing could be heard. 
 
Job done we left the cave, down to the farm to get changed only to find the gate locked so had 
to get the farmer to let us out. Unusually warm and humid evening. 
 
6th October 2013 
 
With Tav and Nick. 
 
Went up to the end with Nick where it is now possible to comfortably work with two while Tav 
positioned himself at the base of Witches Cauldron. Between us we cleared all the debris and 
some sediment from the dig back to the pot before changing position and getting all the spoil 
to the base of the entrance. I was a bit hungover after a club dinner last night - should have 
stuck to my instinct and given it a miss! 
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10th October 2013 
 
Another solo effort. 
 
Stopped in the field for a chat with the farmer who was out checking on the livestock before 
strolling up to the entrance. Chilly evening after a day where temperatures have taken a 
sudden drop. Straight along to the end to continue the "enlargement process", seemed to be 
an awkward working position this evening probably due to the cramped space and downward 
slope. Drilling didn't go as easily as usual due to harder, more competent rock but eventually 
got the job done and left the cave satisfied. Couldn't be bothered to stop at the Hunter's so 
headed off in a homeward direction.  
 
12th October 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Nick. 
 
Went to the end with Tav and cleared the debris and some sediment from the dig, Nick did the 
hauling back to the pot and Alex hauling and shuttling from Stal Bend back to the base of the 
entrance. It should be noted that the hauling ropes we are using were donated by the late 
Willie Stanton - it's very satisfying to know that diggers are still helping diggers! When the dig 
was cleared of spoil, I did my bit for the "enlargement process" while the rest of the team 
cleared the spoil accumulated at the bottom of the entrance out to the surface.  
 
Still looks interesting at the end, although the way ahead is impeded by some calcifications 
there is still a good echo. Time will tell I suppose. 
 
When all was clean and tidy job was completed and we retired to the Hunter's for refreshment. 
 
20th October 2013 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
 
Tav and I at the end while Jake settled into the pot. After a bit of scratching around to make 
some room I managed to turn around and dig feet first, utilising the spade supplied by Tav. 
Once a rhythm was established progress was rapid and all the available bags were filled.  
 
We have almost dug across the small chamber/passage and almost at the point where the 
roof lowers once again. Beyond the way ahead still has air space although there is sediment 
to dig out - still a good echo from ahead. Entry to the digging ahead is a bit on the snug side 
so must remove either a bit of stal in the floor or trim off the roof. 
 
We then set about shifting all the bags from the pot to the bottom of the entrance shaft ready 
to be hauled to the surface later. Satisfied with a good session we retired to the Hunter's for 
the usual refreshments. 
 
26th October 2013 
 

Breakthrough! 
 
With Alex, Tav, Jake and Nick 
 
Image below is looking back into breakthrough point after a bit of spade work to make it a little 
bit easier. 
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While the team were clearing the stack of bags from the entrance shaft, I carried on to the end 
to batter the constriction impeding an easier progress to the dig face - successfully removed. 
Then another good clearing session ensued, and progress was made quickly, all the spoil 
being cleared to the surface. At the end of the clearing session decided to turn around and 
take a closer look at the end, I moved a bit of sediment and peered ahead to see, unexpectedly 
'a small chamber', more scraping to get a better look and the chamber was a bit bigger than 
expected, more frantic scraping and with each look the chamber looked better - getting excited 
now! Eventually rolled over on to my back and went for it - a rather snug fit - and got through 
into a nicely decorated chamber ~3m in length, up to 2m wide and maybe 4m high with some 
interesting looking solutional development. On one side and ~1.5m above the breakthrough 
point the passage is ~1.5m wide x 0.5m high and probably 2m long to a squeeze [which will 
be easily modified] into a rift possibly 5m long, at least a metre wide and again well decorated, 
there is a possibility that there is a continuation of this rift to one side and we have no idea 
whether it goes down to a lower level. This rift was not entered because we need to record 
the decorations before they become soiled and, after all, there's no rush - need to savour 
these moments and involve the whole team. After a bit more digging to open the breakthrough 
point Nick came forward to have a quick look before we exited the cave and went to the 
Hunter's for a celebratory pint of good local ale! 
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Image below: a group of stalagmites to one side of the breakthrough, the largest is ~300mm 
high. 

 

 
 

Image below: at just about shoulder height there is a slot leading to an open rift; the slot will 
need a bit of modification!  
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Image below: peering beyond the slot into the open rift beyond! 
 
 

 
 

 
There are several decent formations around the chamber and some nice flowstone. 
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Plan is to open the approach to the breakthrough, take photographs, and then we will open 
the squeeze and investigate the rift. 
 
Thought I'd had enough breakthroughs in my time to get blasé about them, but it is still the 
biggest buzz there is! Still shaking on adrenaline! 
And it is Hallowe'en in a few days! 
 
27th October 2013 
 
I decided on a solo trip into Hallowe'en to take a few photos and to take care of some 
unfinished business. 
 
With the loose ends tidied up it was time to exit the cave and enjoy some lunchtime 
refreshment at my favourite hostelry and chat to some people. 
 
2nd November 2013 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
 
After the excitement of last weekend's new discovery, a consolidation period. Last Sunday's 
loose ends were cleared and then the task of making the approach into the chamber a bit 
more spacious progressed - a lot of spoil was shifted today and it's all at the bottom of the 
entrance waiting to be hauled out! At the end of the session a quick excursion into the newly 
accessed chamber with Tav to plan the next move. Tried to open the slot with a hammer but 
might have to resort to a different enlargement process. Still got a slightly better look at the 
prospects and they look good, it looks like the rift might have something to follow to one side 
and possibly down, the air was fresh rather than a draught, but atmospheric conditions are at 
a balance now. 
 
The Hunter's, of course! 
 
On reflection Tav's suggestion of 'Trick or Treat?' as a name for the new bit does fit rather 
well, so 'Trick or Treat? it is. 
 
9th November 2013 
 
A solo trip to concentrate the effort in a couple of places. I did have a feeling that after a period 
of persistent heavy rain the drip might be back - I was right! It was a damp trip to the end in a 
cotton overall, plenty of puddles now. My first task of the morning was to start work on 
expansion of the slot when that was complete I went back to Toil and Trouble to remove the 
ridge of rock in the lowest section, a very awkward drilling position and quite wet; hopefully 
both tasks will have the desired effect. 
 
Drilled 3no. shot holes in the slot between the two chambers in Trick or Treat? ~150mm x 
12mm dia. and 3no. in the ridge of rock in Toil and Trouble that is restricting Alex’s forward 
progress. Everything went off successfully. 
 
Passed on the latest news re: the breakthrough to the farmers who were out rounding up the 
cattle on the hill. 
 
Tomorrow’s session might be interesting. 
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10th November 2013 
 

More success! 
 
With Alex and Tav. 
 
First job of the day was to clear the accumulation of bags and other debris from the bottom of 
the entrance out to the surface. That done we moved on to Toil and Trouble to remove the 
spoil from there, I was glad to be wearing my plastic oversuit as there were plenty of puddles 
along the way. Moving forward into Trick or Treat? we spent a little while sorting out the skip 
and hauling ropes before opening the squeeze into the chamber by removing more of the 
sediment. It was soon time to turn our attention to the slot which was now open after 
yesterday's effort. Sliding through the slot into the chamber beyond we could have a good look 
around, there appears to be prospects downwards and to the side. Straight ahead the passage 
continued beyond some formations into an open inclined bedding, down dip there is a 
continuation although initially constricted. Looking down the incline there is an airspace 
~150mm in height can be seen to continue for ~3m to where it appears to become more open 
again. From the slot, we have extended the length of the new section by ~10m with excellent 
potential for more; in the last couple of weeks we have made ~15m of progress. There is some 
consolidation to be carried out, tidying of loose debris and working out the logistics of spoil 
removal from the chambers; also, the area will need to be photographed. 
 
A rather satisfying walk down the hill in glorious autumn sunshine and up to Hunter's for 
refreshments and further discussion of the prospects ahead. 
 
16th November 2013 

 

 
 

Image above: Tav entering the inclined bedding beyond the second chamber. It's bigger than 
it looks! 
 
Only me and Tav so without a full team to dig nothing for it but to carry out a survey of the 
Hallowe'en Rift east side extension and to take a couple of photos at the end of Trick or Treat? 
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After a second look a plan of action has been formulated and initially we will clear away an 
accumulation of loose debris which will give a better view of what lies ahead and then we will 
dig down dip to open the existing airspace and, hopefully it won't be long before we add some 
more length to Hallowe'en Rift. 
 

 
 
Total surveyed length = 64 metres. 
 
23rd November 2013 
 
Thanks to Alex’s latest outburst and rants we are now a depleted digging team - just me and 
Jake today. We waited around for Peter Bolt (who is over from Columbia for a few days), but 
he didn't show, so off we went. 
 
We cleared the bags stacked at the base of Witches Cauldron ready to be emptied later and 
then up to Trick or Treat? Started to clear the accumulation of rocks and other debris to make 
some stacking space and give a clearer view of what is going on in this area. We had some 
fun reducing a pile of large rocks to a more manageable size to be cleared out later. Both of 
us concluded that depth might be an important factor to consider here. It was then time to 
return to the surface to empty the bags. At the entrance, there was Peter who had overslept 
after a late night at the Belfry and was a little jaded, I gave him my light, so he could go and 
have a look while me and Jake emptied the bags. Peter soon returned not feeling like venturing 
along Toil and Trouble, so bags emptied; we left and made our way back to the farm, then to 
the Hunter's. 
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30th November 2013 
 
Won't be digging today as I am off to a conference at the University of Reading - Towns of 
Roman Britain; some eminent speakers so should be good. It was! 
 
Might go digging Sunday, will think about it. Didn't dig, went over to Whitcombe's Hole instead. 
 
1st December 2013 
 
I had an interesting discussion with Trevor Hughes at lunchtime in the Hunter's. TH had his 
original survey of Hallowe'en Rift and had printed off a slightly blurred copy of the east side 
extensions. Although the scales didn't quite match up we managed to overlay the two surveys 
to give an overall picture of how the cave trends, all that was missing is the dig started by 
'Quiet' John Watson and continued by myself and Jake et al in the early 1990's. When viewed 
in its entirety the full survey certainly appears to give some clear indications as to where efforts 
might be made in the future - almost too many leads! 
 
8th December 2013 
 
Solo. 
 
Collected a couple of drag trays on my way along the approach passage near to Stal Bend for 
use at the end in Trick or Treat? At the bottom of Witches Cauldron, I stopped for a while to 
contemplate on the best approach to opening out the lead to the north and I now have a 
strategy in mind. Worked my way along a rather damp Toil and Trouble and stopped at the T 
Junction to have another look at the dig to the left [again heading north] and concluded that 
this might also need some opening. Trouble is all the leads to the north are viable propositions 
and well worth pursuing sometime. Eventually made my way up to Trick or Treat? where I 
filled a drag tray with some of the debris piled up in the 1st chamber to see how easy [or not] 
it is for spoil removal - with a bit of effort it's doable. I then slid into the inclined bedding to start 
dragging some of the loose debris back into the 1st chamber. This had the effect of allowing 
a better view of the prospects ahead and it is interesting, about a body length ahead the 
passage appears to open a bit into either some vadose development or another rift, I don't 
think there is an echo but did feel there was some air movement, although the weather is mild 
at the present and temperatures are balanced resulting in very little draught. I left the cave 
feeling satisfied with the session and keen to push ahead - there's a lot more to come from 
this little cave in the future! 
 
I wore my caving helmet for the first time in a long while, I found it ever so restrictive in low 
passage, much prefer my beanie and Fenix! 
 
14th December 2013 
 
With Alex who was suitably apologetic after his recent outbursts! 
 
While Alex remained in Witches Cauldron and worked away at enlarging the access to the 
passage north, I continued along to Trick or Treat! Along the inclined bedding and cleared a 
few more cobbles out of the way before setting to work excavating the sediment. The 
prospects ahead are looking very tantalising indeed - just out of reach, a body length ahead! 
Dragging the cobbles back was a little awkward so decided to set to work removing some 
calcited boulders and reducing them to movable lumps. It was then time to return to Witches 
and give Alex some assistance to remove a calcite obstruction, fill few bags of spoil and clear 
the debris out to the surface. 
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Next session will concentrate on removing the sediment in the inclined bedding and 
progressing down dip. 
 
21st December 2013 
 
Winter Solstice! 
 
It's a good job that I'm happy with my own company, another solo trip. A very strong drip in 
the cave today after some recent rain and some interestingly situated puddles - it's going to 
get squalid again for a while! Into Trick or Treat! to continue the dig south off the inclined 
bedding. Filled some bags and dragged some rocks back into the chamber before reversing 
into the slot and digging with my feet, pushing the spoil into the open space beyond. I almost 
got through but, it's still rather snug and I was starting to run out of energy - or was it nerve? 
No matter it will wait until the next trip and remove a little more spoil before having another go 
– it’s not easy headfirst down an incline but would still like to have a good look at the way 
ahead. 
 
27th December 2013 
 
A quick solo trip into Hallowe'en Rift as far as Witches Cauldron, the aim was to open the rift 
heading north [and potentially into the hillside] off the base of the pot. 4no. shot holes drilled 
on the east side of the rift and charged with [pre-prepared] 20g detonating cord with 5g leads. 
Didn't take too long and there should be some debris to dig out tomorrow if the team can drag 
themselves away from the seasonal indulgences! 
 
28th December 2013 
 
With Tav and Alex. 
 
Ignoring the opening of the rift to the north of Witches Cauldron [saving this for when we clear 
out the pot] me and Tav went on to Trick or Treat! where we set to work clearing the spoil 
stacked there. Cleared the spoil stacked in the 1st little chamber back to Alex in Witches 
Cauldron before shifting the debris and bags from the next chamber after Tav had a quick look 
along the inclined bedding. We managed to fill the 1st chamber before starting to haul the 
spoil back to Witches Cauldron until that was filled. The whip of the hauling rope has a knack 
of re-depositing muddy, gritty water into your face and eyes and then, there is always the itchy 
nose problem when everything is coated in mud. I then suggested to Tav that we could shift a 
few of the larger rocks back with us as we crawled along Toil and Trouble. All the puddles of 
water along the way had by now turned into liquid mud and the return journey is back to its 
squalid best - don't you just love it! 
 
3rd January 2014 
 
With Tav, Nick and Alex. First session of the new year! 
 
Another clearance session today although Nick went to the end of Trick or Treat! to have a 
look at the prospects there. We then set about clearing the spoil stacked in the first chamber 
back to Tav in Witches Cauldron. The spoil was transferred from the drag tray into a skip ready 
for Alex to haul up the pot and empty at the base of the entrance. When we had cleared the 
debris from the end of the cave, we all shuttled forward to clear Witches Cauldron of the 
remaining spoil [dumped there, last session] before moving on again to clear the entrance of 
spoil. It hasn't got any drier! A good session all the same.   
 
Hunter's, well of course. 
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11th January 2014 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
Nothing to clear so headed straight up to the end of Trick or Treat! where we set to work 
enlarging the downward dipping inclined bedding that leads to the south. It took a while to get 
into a rhythm; digging with the spade held at arm’s length, filling the drag tray, then dragging 
it back to the chamber to be bagged up then moving the bag into the first chamber to be 
stacked up ready for removing later. After a while digging with the spade became too awkward 
and a feet first tactic was employed, scraping the spoil back, balling it up and flinging it 
overhead to be placed in the skip by Tav. There was a disconcerting moment when a sizeable 
flake of rock was dislodged from the ceiling and landed on my legs - at least it made some 
more space when I eventually managed to get out of the way. Wriggled forward as far as I 
could get but progress was halted by a rock in the floor which I could not shift. Went back to 
turn around and have a go headfirst, got to the blockage and managed to loosen it but could 
not remove it [yet!]. I could see ahead into a low, apparently blind chamber (?) which is a bit 
disappointing after the effort it took to get there, although there is a small cross rift that needs 
a better look. The stickiness of the sediment meant that it required a considerable effort to 
extricate myself from the passage, reversing up the slope feet first; then having to negotiate 
the slot to regain the main passage. Knackered, called it a day and retired to the Hunter's for 
refreshments. 
 
18th January 2014 
 
With Jake, Nick, Tav and Alex. 
 
After a period of heavy rain, we did not expect the cave to be any drier, we were not 
disappointed, the passage into Trick or Treat! has become a duck. Nick and I went off to the 
inclined bedding while the rest of the team shifted the pile of spoil stacked in the first chamber 
back to the T junction. After a short while Nick went back to join the spoil hauling while I carried 
on digging. Eventually I managed to get over the rock obstruction and gained access into the 
small blind chamber (?) where it was possible to turn over and get a better look around. The 
east<>west rift looks the most interesting prospect where it might be possible to gain some 
depth with some clearance of spoil. The cave didn't draught today probably because of the 
atmospheric conditions so no help there in deciding which way to go, will need to ponder a 
while on the next move. We've added another few metres to the length of the inclined bedding 
and there is still the potential for a bit more. I then went back to join the team and assist in the 
effort to remove the spoil out to the surface. Going out through the duck, now liquid mud, was 
an interesting experience. Job done it was time for refreshments. 
 
25th January 2014 
 
Spent a while in the morning before setting off to meet up with the team fettling together a 
couple of drag trays, one for the dig in Trick or Treat! and a replacement for the skip in Toil 
and Trouble that is beginning to show signs of wear. 
 
Digging with Jake and Alex. 
 
Not quite the right sized team to dig the inclined bedding in Trick or Treat! so a rethink on 
strategy. We decided to resume the digging along the passage to the north of the 'T' Junction. 
While I took the drag tray and hauling line along to Trick or Treat! through, a now very wet 
puddle and duck, Jake started digging. After dropping off the drag tray and collecting a small 
bar for digging I returned to the 'T' Junction to help with the hauling, Alex was in the pot 
stacking the bags and rocks here ready to be removed later. After a while Jake and I swapped 
places until the available stacking space was full and we shifted back to clear the digging spoil 
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out to the surface. Another good digging session and plenty of spoil shifted. There is a slab of 
rock in the dig that would make progress a little easier if it were removed, a job for the not too 
distant future. Session over we called in at the Hunter's as usual. 
 
 
1st February 2014 
 
Unfortunately, Vince was incapacitated, however Jake, Tav and Alex did a re-run of last 
weekend's session. Jake and then Tav dug at the end of the left-hand passage to the north of 
the T-Junction, while Alex stacked the spoil in the pot, once the stacking space was full, 
everything was removed to the surface. 
 
8th February 2014 
 
With Jake, Alex and Tav. 
 
Continued to dig along the lead to the north of 'T' Junction - the duck through into Trick or 
Treat! is not very appealing! Jake and I taking it in turns at the dig face, Tav doing the hauling 
back to Witches Cauldron and up the pot to Alex who was shuttling the spoil back to the base 
of the entrance shaft. A considerable amount of rocks and sediment, including a very large 
slab, was shifted. Ahead in the dig there is space over sediment and rock and the air is fresher, 
there is a solid roof and digging once the awkward slab is out of the way should be relatively 
comfortable. All the spoil at the entrance was removed to the surface. 
 
15th February 2014 
 
With Tav, Jake, Nick and Alex. 
 
Nick and I went along Toil and Trouble to dig the lead north of 'T' Junction, meanwhile Jake 
positioned himself in the pot, Tav doing the shuttle run and Alex hauling out the spoil to the 
surface. We are currently following a lead with ~150mm open space over mixed sediment and 
rock with occasional chunks of degraded calcite flowstone, there is now a flat solid roof and a 
hint of fresher air rather than a draught, atmospheric conditions are not conducive to creating 
much air movement now. A good quantity of spoil comprising sediment and assorted rocks 
was removed to the surface; it was then time to apply some technology to the removal of the 
large boulder that is a hindrance to comfortable digging at the end, also hope to remove a 
chunk of the ledge that the rock was perched on. That completed we made our way off the 
hillside to change and retire to the Hunter's for refreshments and discussion. 
 
22nd February 2014 
 
Unfortunately, I was unable to make it to Hallowe'en Rift today due to a prior commitment to 
continue my participation in the Stanton Drew Survey Project with other members of the Bath 
& Camerton Archaeological Society. The following update was provided by Tav:  
 
"Tav, Jake, Nick 
 
Last week’s attention to the awkward boulder had done its job and a vast volume of debris 
was shifted. The boulder was removed completely, plus some of the ledge underneath. Not 
content with that we then proceeded to remove the large rocks constricting the entrance to the 
dig, which with a bit more tidying up will allow a skip to be hauled right to the digging face. 
Two very large rocks remain. These will break up but require a heavier hammer. Twenty or so 
bags were then taken right-out and a large pile of rocks stacked up in the entrance rift for 
clearance on another day. It will come as no surprise that the cave remains filthy, nor that we 
retired to the Hunters for a very well-earned beer." 
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8th March 2014 
 
With Tav. 
 
Took in another heavy-duty hammer (and a chisel) as a lot of the digging kit is still in Trick or 
Treat! beyond the duck. After several relatively dry days the drips in the cave have decreased 
in their intensity, although the passages are still wet and squalid; the dig however is fine. At 
the dig, north of 'T' Junction, the first task was to batter a large rock into submission. We then 
continued to dig taking it in turns at the face. The rocks and bags of spoil were stacked in 'T' 
Junction to be removed later. We had been working our way over the top a bit so decided to 
come back and enlarge the passage dimension to make spoil removal more efficient. Started 
to clear spoil around another awkward piece of rock until we filled all the available bags and 
decided to call an end to the session. There is a good pile of material to be removed from the 
cave. Hopefully, we will have a bigger team next session. 
 
Hunter's, of course! 
 
15th March 2014 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
 
A clearing session today. Jake went up to the 'T' Junction, Tav decided to do the haul and 
shuttle from Stal Bend back to the bottom of the entrance; that left me in the pot. The pot 
seems to be the least favourite position among my compatriots, probably not because it's hard 
graft hauling the skip along Toil and Trouble and then transferring the spoil to another skip 
that must be shoved up and over your head, up the 2-metre pot ready to be hauled along to 
Stal Bend, it's the copious mud that splatters from the hauling rope that always gets you in the 
face, most usually an eyeful! There was a lot of spoil shifted back to the entrance and the final 
task of the session was to remove this to the surface and empty the bags ready for the next 
digging trip. The sun made an appearance just as hauling began warming it up just when it 
was needed. Job done it was time for the Hunter's. 
 
23rd March 2014 
 
No digging this weekend due to most of the team having other commitments. I did, however 
take a stroll around Hallowe'en Rift (HR) on Sunday morning with the dog. Rather than park 
at the farm I left the van in Tyning's Lane and walked onto the hillside from there. Got a little 
side-tracked on the way by some interesting evidence of Medieval land usage - lynchetts, etc. 
also walked along some decent holloway's. On arrival at HR spent some time having a bit of 
a tidy up around the entrance before continuing the walk observing the topography of the 
landscape above HR. Further to the east of HR there is a change in the geology where an 
outcrop of Blue Lias overlies Blackrock Limestone, this is reflected in the drystone walls where 
more Lias rock has been used in the construction of the walls. A mixture of sunshine and 
showers, the showers, thankfully, were few. 
 
29th March 2014 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
First task of the session was to replace/sort out the skip hauling ropes, particularly for the Toil 
and Trouble run that gets a good hammering. Swapped the skip in 'T&T' for a newer model 
and set up a skip run to the dig site; T Junction is more like "Clapham Junction" for skips. That 
done we set about digging, Tav and me at the dig and T Junction, Nick in the pot and Jake on 
the shuttle run to the entrance, managed to shift a reasonable quantity of spoil out to the 
surface although digging was a bit slower at times, claggy material with cobbles and a large 
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boulder impeding progress somewhat. The way ahead appears to be opening out into a wider 
bedding with open gaps/space over a good deal of sediment - plenty of digging for a while yet! 
 
5th April 2014 
 
With Jake and Nick. 
 
Started the session with Vince digging and filling bags, Nick at the 'T' Junction, Jake was in 
the pot; progress was a bit slow. At Jake's suggestion, Nick moved along towards the dig face 
and filled bags, while Vince carried on digging and pushing the spoil backwards to Nick, Jake 
moved up to the 'T' Junction and stockpiled the filled bags there; progress was now rapid. 
When we ran out of bags and space to store them it was time to move around and to shift the 
bags back to the base of the entrance - all of us doing a shift in the pot! At the entrance, there 
is a considerable stack of spoil ready to be cleared to the surface next session, but we decided 
it was time for a well-earned pint at the Hunter's. An excellent digging session. 
 
12th April 2014 
 
With the full team, today - Jake, Tav, Nick and Alex. 
 
Nick and Alex set about emptying the pile of bags in the entrance while the rest of us went 
along to the dig to fill up some more bags. It hasn't dried up at all so Toil and Trouble is still 
rather squalid. Jake did the first stint at digging while Tav filled the bags I was in 'T' Junction 
where the bags/rocks were temporarily stored. When we ran out of bags I went down to the 
pot and we hauled the spoil from 'T' Junction back. Nick arrived with more empty bags which 
were sent up to the dig while the spoil was removed to the surface. With the entrance cleared 
the full team was then able to shift spoil from the dig all the way back, progress at the dig face 
was good and a considerable quantity of spoil was excavated. Another fine digging session. 
 
19th April 2014 
 
With Nick, Jake and Tav. 
 
Although we have been experiencing some welcome dry weather it hasn't dried up in 
Hallowe'en yet. Nick, Jake and Vince went up to the end and Tav volunteered for pot duties. 
Vince took the first digging stint, Nick filling bags and Jake in the 'T' Junction. Dug a bit out of 
the floor to maintain the working space; the spoil is a mixture of sediment, very old degraded 
flowstone and rock, and there is an awful lot of it! There is also a false floor which is being 
removed as forward progress is made. After a while we swapped around - Nick digging, Jake 
filling and me in 'T' Junction, Tav still in the pot. When there was no space to stack spoil in the 
pot, we moved back to haul everything out to the surface. Another fine session and a lot of 
spoil shifted. To the Hunter's, of course! 
 
26th April 2014 
 
With Nick and Alex. 
 
While Alex remained at the surface to do some 'gardening' Nick and myself headed off to the 
current dig going north from the 'T' Junction. Our plan was to try and remove the large boulder 
in the floor halfway along so that it will be easier to move a skip to and fro along the passage. 
With the two of us working at shifting the boulder it wasn't too long before it succumbed. While 
Nick set about reducing the boulder to a more manageable size(s) I continued to dig, removing 
more rocks and bagging sediment. After reducing the boulder Nick returned to assist in the 
digging effort. Nick then removed a small rock revealing a small open space below, some 
loose sediment falling away into the hole and a faint draught detected - seems very likely the 
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way ahead is downwards. Funny thing was that Nick and I had just been having a conversation 
regarding vadose development and the possibility that, given the nature of the sediment, it 
would be easy to block a [potential] lead. I placed a rock over the hole and we then proceeded 
in shifting a considerable pile of debris and bags back to the 'T' Junction before calling it a 
day. Nick's final defiant act was to brave the duck and go into Trick or Treat? and retrieve the 
new skip left there unused in readiness for the next digging session. We made our exit satisfied 
with the effort and excited about the prospects. We all adjourned to the Hunter's Lodge for 
refreshment. 
 
3rd May 2014 
 
With Nick. 
 
Only the two of us this weekend and we started the session by hauling last week’s spoil from 
the 'T' Junction back to the bottom of Witches Cauldron. We then continued the digging effort; 
the plan was to lower the floor in the rift along the passage going north and quickly decided 
there was enough room for both of us to dig. Filled bags until we ran out of space around us 
and then shifted the spoil back to the 'T' junction and then resumed digging. Towards the end 
of the session I was using the bar to prise out some rocks when a small hole appeared. Quickly 
the hole was enlarged to reveal space below, we can see down c. 2m to another floor(?) and 
there is solid rock, at least on one side. There is, of course, plenty of spoil to be removed to 
follow the lead but the draught is there again. With a little more digging along the rift it became 
clear that the space noted last session and that found today are connected. The prospects 
going downwards are looking good. Hopefully the team will be around next weekend, there is 
a lot of spoil to shift!  
 
The practice of 'body sliding', a method adopted by some of the team to rid their oversuits of 
mud, has been the cause of some amusement. 'Body sliding' requires that you slide down the 
hill in the grass, first on the belly then turning onto your back, the momentum is provided by 
driving with the legs, and with some flailing of the arms for good measure, the result is several 
brown streaks left on the hillside. There was some disappointment that neither Nick nor I 
adopted this method today. 
 
Anyway, off to the Hunter's for refreshment! 
 
10th May 2014 
 
With Nick and Tav. 
 
We cleared out all the bags of spoil that Nick and I had filled up during the previous two digging 
sessions. There was a lot of spoil shifted to the base of the entrance shaft ready to be hauled 
out to the surface later. The hauling of spoil is a particularly mucky and squalid pastime as the 
splatter of mud from the ropes and skips gets everywhere, mostly in the face. The dig is now 
clear for the next digging session downwards to explore the rift. 
 
In seemed obligatory following last week’s comments, to slide through the grass on the way 
down the hill, leaving three brown streaks on the hillside. 
 
 
17th May 2014 
 
With Jake and Alex. 
 
Walking up the hillside through the hay meadow, in the warm sunshine, there was an amazing 
scent of wildflowers and blossom. At Hallowe'en Rift we set about clearing the stack of bags 
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and rocks from the base of the entrance. Alex decided to remain on the surface to empty the 
bags and tend to the spoil heap and wall, while Jake and I went to the dig. With both of us 
digging in the rift it wasn't too long before the bag supply dwindled to nought. So, we then 
hauled the filled bags out the surface to be emptied. The warm sunshine is great, but it does 
bring out the biting flies, so we called it a day and went to the pub. 
 
24th May 2014 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
 
Our usual meeting place at the Hunter's Lodge car park was overrun by cyclists who were 
taking part in some organised event. Unfortunately, this caused Tav to miss us at the car park 
and we met up a bit later at the farm. The grass is getting long in the hay meadow and it 
requires some effort to walk through, especially as it was raining. Tav and colleagues have 
been doing some clearing out at Balch's Cave, so we had some clean bags to take 
underground with us, much lighter to carry without the mud. At the end with both Tav and I 
digging the bags were filled quickly, Jake stacking them at the 'T' Junction. We can stand up 
in the rift chamber now and dig with the spade. Progress downwards in the rift is relatively 
easy and there appears to be space alongside the solid east wall leading north under the 
bedding. We then shifted around to haul the filled bags out to the surface to be emptied. At 
the surface, we had an audience of inquisitive cattle that had come over to see what was going 
on. Everything done, cave secured, the now obligatory slide down through the wet grass and 
on to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
31st May 2014 
 
With Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
We started the session by packing up the empty bags at the surface ready to drag them along 
to the end to be refilled. At the dig face Jake took the first digging shift, while I settled into the 
rather damp 'T' Junction, Tav in the pot and Alex doing the hauling from Stal Bend and shuttling 
the spoil filled bags and rocks along to the base of the entrance shaft. Eventually Jake and I 
swapped positions. Digging is relatively easy now that it's possible to stand up and dig with 
the spade; the spoil comprises of sediment with cobbles and boulders. There are spaces 
opening in the floor to north revealing clean washed cobbles and boulders and a gradually 
undercutting clean, solid east wall. The height from the bottom of the dig to the ceiling above 
is about 4 metres and still going. Prospects ahead are looking good, although there is still a 
lot of spoil to be dug out and shifted yet. The last task of the day was to haul the filled bags to 
the surface and empty them ready for the next digging session. Then off to the Hunter's! 
 
7th June 2014 
 
With Alex and Tav. 
 
As last week packed up the empty bags and dragged them along to the dig ready to be filled 
again. I took the first digging shift, Tav in the 'T' Junction and Alex hauling and stacking in the 
pot. We concentrated our effort on cleaning out and consolidating the space we have created 
going down. There appeared to be an exposure of solid rock in the west wall. After a while 
Tav and I swapped places. At the end of the session solid rock was confirmed and the large 
boulder at the top of rift(?) requires removal to open access and ease the digging effort, will 
try to get hold of a new sledgehammer in the week. It is possible that we are at the top of a 
vadose canyon, but more digging will be required to investigate further. There was a faint 
draught detected today as the surface temperatures began to rise. 
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14th June 2014 
 
With Alex, Jake and Tav. 
 
While the team removed the pile of bags stacked at the bottom of Witches Cauldron I went, 
with the newly purchased 7lb sledgehammer, to try and break up a large boulder that is 
restricting the digging. After some considerable effort, it was becoming obvious that the rock 
wasn't going to succumb to this kind of hammering. I did manage to break but in the wrong 
place and the rock slid forward to be more in the way. I could have barred it out of the way but 
then it would be still in the way so decided to leave it where it is and resort to a more advanced 
technology to rid us of the rock and another that is behind it, but that must wait until another 
day. Cleared away some debris and filled a couple of bags, then needed to make a rapid exit, 
leaving the rest of the team to dig a little while longer. Up at the Hunter's, one of those funny, 
irreverent, politically incorrect lunchtimes that remind you why this group of people have been 
your friends for such a long time. 
 
20th June 2014 
 
I had a steady solo trip into Hallowe'en Rift to apply some advanced technology to the large 
rocks that are hindering downward progress in readiness for Saturday's digging session. Of 
course, I had to stop in at the Hunters Lodge for refreshment before returning to Rugmoor to 
wash kit ready to go back underground tomorrow. It's always interesting to see how things 
have worked and if ideas/plans have come to fruition. 
 
21st June 2014 
 
With Alex and Tav. 
 
The advanced technology had the desired effect, as expected, and there was plenty of rubble 
to be removed. After winding in the wire, I set about removing the debris, still required some 
hammer and bar work to reduce some of the rocks, otherwise it was cobbles and gravel with 
some loose sediment. Tav suffered for the cause after a confrontation with a boulder drew 
blood, after which we swapped places. When Alex had filled the available space in the pot, 
we all shifted positions to remove the spoil out to the surface. Currently of the year the surface 
is an unenviable task due to the number of 'clegs' and I was more than happy to do my time 
in the pot, comfortable underground. It is surprising how much spoil we are digging out each 
session and after clearance we were due refreshments at the Hunters, although a brief visit 
for Tav who had the 'in-laws' visiting and reluctantly made his 'weary' way home. 
 
28th June 2014 
 
With Nick and Jake. 
 
Nick has just returned after a few weeks away working in Russia and Jake wasn't around last 
weekend so carried out the digging duties between them, while I took up position in Witches 
Cauldron to haul the bags back and stack them in the pot. Digging is relatively comfortable, 
and the pot has been filled making it a little ‘snugger’ to get out of it. There are a lot of bags to 
be removed out to the surface for emptying later. At the end of the session I went up to the 
end to look at the progress made. The rift appears to be well developed and is roomy 
unfortunately it's currently filled with sediment! The east side looks clean washed, the west 
side has what appears to be a rather large 'stal' boss and flowstone, not yet fully exposed, if it 
gets wet it might make it interesting to get up and down from the dig. The way ahead is still 
trending in a ~northerly direction, which is where we want to go, and the draught was good 
today. It was then time for the Hunter's. 
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Too much time on my Hands! 
 
Once upon a time at the foot of a great mountain 
There was a town where the people known as Wookey folk lived, 
Their very existence a mystery to the rest of the world, 
Obscured as it was by great clouds. 
Here, they played out their peaceful lives, 
Innocent of the litany of excess and violence 
That was growing in the world below, 
To live in harmony with the spirit of the mountain called Mendip was enough. 
Then, one day, Strange folk arrived in the town; 
They came in ragged caving clothes, hidden under hats, 
But, no one noticed them, they only saw shadows. 
You see, without the Truth of the eyes, the Wookey folk were blind. 
 
In time, the Strange folk found their way into the high reaches of the mountain 
And it was there that they found caves of unimaginable sincerity and beauty. 
By chance, they stumbled upon the place where all the good souls come to rest. 
The Strange folk, they coveted the jewels in these caves above all things 
And soon they began to dig into the mountain, 
Its rich seam fuelling the chaos of their own world. 
Meanwhile, down in the town, the Wookey folk slept restlessly 
Their dreams invaded by the shadowy figures digging away in the holes. 
Every day, people would wake and stare at the mountain, 
Why was it bringing curiosity into their lives? 
And, as the Strange folk dug deeper and deeper into the mountain 
Following a cold and cheering draught that touched their very souls, 
For the first time 
The Wookey folk felt cheerful. 
For they knew that soon that the mountain called Mendip would reveal its hidden secret. 
And then came a sound, distant at first 
It grew into a cacophony 
So immense it could be heard far away in space 
There were no screams, there was no time, 
The mountain called Mendip had spoken; there was only wide-open space, 
And then, joy! 
 
Adapted from ‘Fire coming out of the Monkey’s Head’ on Demon Days by Gorillaz, written by 
Damon Albarn and Jamie Hewlett. Released May 2005 
 
6th July 2014 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
The prime task was to clear the backlog of bags, Jake took up position in the pot, Tav hauling 
from Stal Bend, Nick on the shuttle run to the bottom of the entrance, while I was on the surface 
hauling and emptying the bags. After a while, and half the bags cleared, the buzzing of flies 
around my head proved too much and Nick and I swapped places. When the bags were 
cleared Tav and I went along to the end to fill some more bags, Tav doing the filling while I 
was in T Junction. There was a strong draught today and got a little chilled at the junction. We 
are following a well-developed and old fossil passage that is just full of crap; it will keep us 
happy for quite a while yet! 
 
 
 



dighalloween  

79 

 

12th July 2014 
 
With Nick, Tav and Alex. 
 
Nick and I headed along to the current dig, with Tav in Witches Cauldron and Alex hauling and 
shuttling the bags to the base of the entrance. At last the cave is almost dry so no need for 
the plastic oversuit just cotton overalls for me. I took the first digging shift and concentrated 
on making it a bit wider, swapping with Nick after a while. The west wall comprises blocks of 
flowstone, some quite degraded, and the occasional boulder of dolomitic conglomerate in a 
very dense matrix of finer sediment of reddish-brown sandy silt, although there are 
pockets/bands of yellow sand lower down in the exposure. Forwards, in a ~northerly direction, 
a small airspace can be seen and some of the air movement emanates from this. The plan, at 
the present, is to dig on downwards and forwards (north) and see how things develop. The 
digging is just too easy, and the bags are quickly filled, however, we left the digging to clear 
out the bags and rocks to the surface. It was warm on the surface hauling the bags and, once 
again the flies were a nuisance. The bags were soon emptied, and it was time to make our 
way off the hill and head for the Hunter's, kit not quite so caked in mud today and too dry for 
sliding in the grass. 
 
19th July 2014 
 
With Tav. 
 
Just the two of us, the rest of the team are of fulfilling other commitments, like family and work. 
Anyway, bagged up some empties on the surface and took them along to the current dig so 
we could fill them up again. Took it in turns to dig and the filled bags were stacked in the T 
Junction. The digging is the easiest job although it's a bit of an effort to lift the bags up the 
slope; downwards progress has been quite rapid. The sediment is loosely compacted sandy 
silt interspersed with the occasional boulder and fragmented flowstone. There is a pocket of 
yellow sandy silt/clay that is ochreous and a bit claggier. The cave is drying out and becoming 
more comfortable, apart from one short stretch in Toil and Trouble that remains damp. At the 
end of digging we hauled the considerable pile of bags down into the pot, which is now full, 
ready for removal to the surface next session. We emerged from the cave satisfied with the 
effort and made our way to the Hunter's for refreshment. 
 
26th July 2014 
 
With Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
We began the morning's session by clearing the backlog of bags from the pot out to the surface 
and emptied them. Jake then headed up to the dig going north off T Junction to start filling 
more bags. Meanwhile I took up position in the T Junction, Tav in the pot and Alex shuttling 
to the entrance. Filled bags and an assortment of rocks and calcite were removed at a good 
steady rate and progress continues downwards. It appears that the east wall is starting to 
undercut a little, but this cannot yet be fully determined. Jake did report back that he had come 
across sediment that initially appeared to be stream derived, e.g. pebbles with black coating, 
and gravel, although this became buried under loose silt fill. After a while we decided it was 
time to clear all the spoil out to the surface and the cave was left empty of bags, etc. ready for 
next week's session. Up to the Hunter's Lodge to quaff some particularly fine Bath Ales SPA. 
 
2nd August 2014 
 
With Tav, Alex and Nick. 
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Collected empty bags from the surface and set off to dig. Tav and Nick to the end, me in the 
pot and Alex doing the shuttle again. Just purchased a 28 LED torch for a fiver in a well-known 
supermarket that I thought might be useful when taking photos.  
 
Below is an image from the pot looking up to T Junction along Toil and Trouble. 

 

 
 
 
After an initial speedy turnover of filled bags there was a slowing down, the message came 
back that solid rock had been reached with a narrow rift about a metre deep and a draughting, 
although faint. after clearing the loose spoil went up to have a look. A discussion followed the 
outcome being that we needed to clear all the sediment from around the rift and to assess 
how the passage might develop, it may be that we resort to advanced technology to progress 
further. 
 
After the talking was over, we made our way back to clear the filled bags from the base of the 
entrance and empty them out on the surface. It was then time to retire to the Hunter's, although 
Tav had to miss the usual refreshments to attend to a plumbing problem at home. Our regular 
meeting place, the Hunter's Lodge car park had been, and still was, over-run by caving 
politico's attending a CSCC meeting to discuss a load of issues of their own creation! 
 
10th August 2014 
 
With Nick, Tav and Alex. 
 
A change of day from the regular Saturday spot to accommodate Nick's unavailability 
yesterday and because we want a strong team underground to maximise the digging effort. 
Took 30 bags to the end ready to be filled. Stuffed some cruddy bags into the narrow crack at 
the base to prevent loose sediment from filling it up and then set about digging at the 
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Image above of Nick looking down into the dig, T Junction is about 3 metres behind him. 
 

 

 
 
Image above of the narrow rift looking southwards, the bar is c. 300mm long. What you can't 
see are the rounded cobbles coated with black manganese so typical of Mendip cave streams 
just off the top of the photo. 
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bottom of the dig, the east side of the dig appears to be undercutting and this is where we 
concentrated today's effort. Now, all we can be certain of is that there is a lot of spoil to be 
removed, although it doesn't seem to be gaining any more depth. When the 30 bags were 
filled, we dropped back to get the spoil out to the surface and left plenty of empty bags to be 
filled next session. Then to the pub! 
 
16th August 2014 
 
With Tav, Nick and Alex. 
 
Me and Tav shared the digging duties today, Nick in the pot and Alex on the shuttle run. We 
continued to clear sediment from the undercutting east wall, sort of following a low phreatic 
arch that appears to be filled completely. It is likely that we will concentrate our future effort on 
opening the passage to the north. After filling 30 bags it was time to move back and remove 
the spoil out to the surface so there are empty bags for the next digging session. 
 
23rd August 2014 
 
With Nick and Tav. 
 
It seems that autumn is approaching so we have decided to buck the trend and head north, 
perhaps for winter. After collecting empty bags from the surface, we ventured underground to 
settle in our respective positions; Nick doing the digging, me at the T Junction ant Tav stacking 
bags in the pot. 30 bags filled we all shifted back to move the filled bags to the entrance and 
then out to the surface to be emptied, ready for refilling next session. There is a lot of spoil to 
be shifted from the end. Anyway, it was time for refreshment at the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
30th August 2014 
 
With Jake, Alex, Nick and Tav. 
 
Fab Five re-united. Jake's back from touring the Scottish islands; Nick's back from market; 
Alex - well, I don't know where he's been; and Tav as well. Jake and Tav did the digging this 
week, I was in the pot, Nick doing the haul and shuttle with Alex on the surface pulling the 
bags and emptying them out. A lot of spoil and rocks was shifted. Some banter, reminiscing 
about digging in the past in Hallowe'en Rift, on one occasion involving a bottle of Amoretto, a 
couple of spliff's being hauled back and fro in the skip and then the pub. Work done for the 
morning it was, indeed time for the Hunter's Lodge Inn! 
 
7th September 2014 
 
With Tav, Nick and Alex. 
 
We were digging on a Sunday this weekend to facilitate our participation in the annual Cavers 
vs Priddy Village CC cricket match on the village green. 
 
Me and then Nick doing the digging, Tav in the pot, Alex shuttling to the entrance. 30 bags 
filled and a few rocks shifted, it was then time to move back, get the spoil to the surface and 
empty the bags. Another fine digging session, to the pub! 
 
It was a pleasant warm, sunny afternoon on the green playing cricket, drinking more beer and 
eating cake. The outcome, after some initial optimism, a fine fielding effort but a batting 
collapse, the Cavers, once again, were defeated. 
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13th September 2014 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
Jake and Tav went along to the end to dig, Nick settled into the pot and it was my turn to 
shuttle along with the bags to the bottom of the entrance, glad I wore knee pads. Another 30 
or so bags and a few rocks later it was time to haul the spoil out to the surface and empty the 
bags. 
 
20th September 2014 
 
With Jake and Nick. 
 
I took the first digging stint, Nick at the T Junction, Jake in the pot. We are still working around 
the 'Sword of Damocles' a large boulder of dolomitic conglomerate that is beginning to get in 
the way. Used the mattock to loosen spoil and then cleared the spoil off the flat bedrock floor 
into bags, then up out of the dig, into the skip where they begin the journey out of the cave. 
After a while it gets a little warm so swapped over with Nick. 30 or so bags later it was time to 
start shifting the bags out from the pot to the surface, Nick stayed at the dig face a little longer 
to batter the boulder, eventually into submission; although most of it remains at the dig some 
large lumps were removed. Bags successfully emptied we retired to the Hunter's for a couple 
of pints of some fine Bath Ales Special Pale Ale, Nick missed out as he had to get back and 
prepare a presentation for the week ahead. 
 
27th September 2014 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav 
 
Jake and Tav on digging duties, I settled down in the pot and Nick got the shuttling job because 
he was late on parade. A bit of frenetic action as the remaining rocks were removed from the 
dig and then some steady bag filling. It was reported back that digging was much easier 
without the boulder in the way. 30 bags were quickly filled so the number was made up 40 
before we moved back to clear the bags to the surface. Nick had made an impressive stack 
of bags in the entrance almost up to the ledge. The cave is very dry, almost dusty and this 
makes emptying the bags relatively rapid and the bags are cleaner. Jake stayed a while longer 
at the dig to batter some more boulders, he reports that there is a possible lower bedding 
plane beginning to appear - time will tell! Then off to the pub for some well-earned refreshment. 
 
4th October 2014 
 
No team available to dig today so took the chance to get out on the bike and ride some off-
road trails on Mendip. Ended up at the Hunter's for refreshment obviously. 
 
11th October 2014 
 
With Alex, Tav and Jake. 
 
Back for another good session in the Hallowe'en Health Club - best 2hr workout on Mendip, 
it's better than any gym I've been to! 
 
I took the first digging stint shifted some rocks leftover from last session and then started filling 
bags. I used the mattock to loosen sediment from digging face which was then bagged up; 
filling 3no. bags at a time before moving them up out of the c.2m deep pot where they are 
hauled to the T Junction and out to the entrance. Jake was at the 'T', Tav in the pot and Alex 
hauling and shuttling to the entrance. I filled c.20 bags then swapped over with Jake and 
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cooled down at the 'T' while Jake filled another c.20 bags. That done it was time to move back 
and get all the spoil out to the surface. Another fine session shifting about a third of a ton of 
spoil out of the cave; there's still plenty more to come. Then it was time to go to the Hunter's 
for some re-hydration fluid. 
 
18th October 2014 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
Tav and Nick 'Two Bags' Hawkes did the digging; 'Two Bags' because every now and again 
there was a tendency to try and get two bags worth of spoil into a single bag. I did the pot 
duties while Jake did the shuttling. 40 bags later and several loads of rocks and boulders it 
was time to clear out to the surface. Cave cleared out it was time for the pub. 
 
As the Johnson's were child free this evening it seemed like a good idea for a few of us to 
meet up for a little soiree - so the Johnson's, Hawkes, Simmonds and Keith and Carole all met 
at the Hunter's and at closing time instead of going home we got some carry out's and with a 
bottle of Johnson's Sloe Gin we visited some local caving hut's to continue drinking until the 
early hours of Sunday morning. The result was quite a few sore heads for the rest of Sunday, 
I for one did nothing! 
 
25th October 2014 
 
With Tav, Nick and Alex. 
 
No digging today as the Hallowe'en Team went for an end of summertime tour to the west end 
of Mendip. 

 
 

 
 

From left: Nick, Alex, Alan Gray (ACG) and Tav 
 
Met up with the Axbridge Caving Group (ACG) diggers to have a look at their latest project 
and interesting it is too. Had a great trip into Upper Canada where there appears to be some 
potential to extend beyond the known cave. Look forward to the presentation at Wells Museum 
on the 27th November. 
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2nd November 2014 
 
With Jake. 
 
Filled 10 bags of spoil each, putting some rocks aside until next session, then moved back to 
clear the 20 bags out to the surface. 
 
Yesterday I went over to Upper Canada Cave, Hutton to do a little job for the Axbridge CG 
digging team. Plan was to reduce a couple of boulders at the end of the cave to something of 
a more manageable size and enable a better look at the potential beyond. I'll have to wait until 
next week to find out how it went. 
 
8th November 2014 
 
With Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
Tav took the first digging stint, I was at the T Junction and Jake opted for the pot. Unfortunately, 
Alex didn't make it underground, not feeling too good at the entrance and returned to the farm. 
Tav soon got into digging mode and with some 'new' tools to aid the task made some good 
progress. The dig seems to have a few more rocks within the sediment and there are a few 
quite large boulders appearing. After a while we swapped around, and it was my turn to dig 
and I managed to open a tiny hole to the left (west) that seemed to have a very feint air 
movement. Ahead there is another small crack the is 'clean washed' and there is a change at 
the north end of the dig occurring. It was soon time to move back and start clearing the bags 
and pile of rocks from the pot out to the surface. We concentrated on the bags and left the 
rocks until we have a bigger team and because Jake needed to get back for a personal 
commitment. 26 bags were emptied on the surface and there must be a dozen or so skip loads 
of rocks left in the pot - another good effort! Time for the Hunter's. 
 
15th November 2014 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Drove up from a fog filled Chew Valley onto a gloriously sunny Mendip plateau to meet up with 
the team at HQ - the Hunter's car park. Pleasant walk up to the cave from the farm, sorted out 
the empty bags and set off for the end. Then came the message back from Jake "there's a 
puddle in the crawl" - after a week of persistent rain the cave is becoming wet again. Jake and 
Tav went to the end while I settled in the pot, I could hear the splashing as puddles were 
emptied, then I noticed that my arm was wet as the water trickled down the wall, last trip in 
cotton overalls for a while I suppose. Jake took the first stint at digging and bags were soon 
being shifted back to pot. I then had the company of a rather irritating buzzing bluebottle that 
always settled down just out of reach, then it was joined by the rest of the squadron some of 
them making their way up to Tav and Jake, some did not return. 30 bags were filled, and a 
few rocks and it was time to clear out the spoil to the surface, and it was still warm and sunny. 
Getting to the stage where some extra help wouldn't go amiss! We returned to HQ for 
refreshment as usual. 
 
22nd November 2014 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
Me and Nick went to the end, Tav in the pot and Jake on the shuttle. On arriving at the T 
Junction, I took a couple of minutes to bail out the puddles before settling into position, Nick 
was at the end filling bags. Tav and Jake set about clearing the stash of rocks in the pot. After 
a short spell of digging Nick called back to say he could see a very small space ahead and 
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the spoil was becoming rockier, which sounded interesting, a change in character. Nick filled 
about 20 bags and we then changed over, and I went to have a look at the progress. On the 
left, there appears to be a solid wall, or a very large boulder, with what looks like some old 
flowstone and fluting, ahead [north] and there are some tiny spaces amongst the stony fill, 
lower down close to the contact with the bedding the sediment in mostly stone free. I filled 
another 10 bags and cleared a pile of rocks back and it was then time to go and clear the 
entrance of bags and rocks. Easily 60 skip loads of bags and rocks out to the surface, cave 
cleared ready for the next session. It was then time to head up to HQ and refreshments.  
 
I went up to the Digging thingy in the evening at the Hunter's. Good to meet up with some old 
chums. 
 
29th November 2014 
 
With Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
Nick called earlier to say he couldn't make it today. Alex decided to go for a walk along the 
ridge and would meet us at the entrance later to help with hauling out the spoil, so dropped 
him off at Dursdon Drove. Got to the farm and started to get changed when I realized that I 
didn't have any wellies (they are in the shed on site in Charlton Marshall) so had to wear my 
nice clean trainers much to the amusement of my colleagues! Jake and Tav did the digging 
while I settled down in the pot and tried to avoid standing in the puddle at the bottom. 30 bags 
later along with some rocks it was time to shift the spoil out of the cave. I carefully bailed out 
the puddles along the approach passage and my feet remained dry, but my trainers were 
rather soiled. Alex was at the surface as arranged and did the hauling. Diggers report that 
there is a solid wall to the left and there is looser spoil ahead [north] and that the air is fresh 
at the end, all sounds good to me. To the pub! 
 
6th December 2014 
 
With Jake. 
 
Just the two of us today so straight up to the end to start filling bags. Filled a dozen bags each 
and shifted a few rocks back. Used the sledge to reduce one boulder that proved to be a lump 
of flowstone nearly 200mm thick with bands of growth clearly visible, there must have been a 
catastrophic event in the past to shatter flowstone this thick (- earthquake?). The bags were 
stashed in T Junction and the rocks left for a bigger team. When we had filled our quota [24 
bags] we started to shift the bags out to the surface, quite an effort with two people. Bags 
emptied it was time for refreshment. 
 
13th December 2014 
 
With Jake and Nick. 
 
It was a glorious morning, bright sunshine and a good frost, a pleasant walk up to the cave 
from the farm. Nick and I went up to the dig while Jake settled into the pot. Nick did the first 
digging stint and filled his quota we then swapped places. At the end the walls are pinching in 
although it seems that there might be a lead continuing under at a height of c.0.5m. It was 
while investigating the prospects ahead that, rather disconcertingly, a quite large section of 
the roof decided to come down including a couple of large rocks, at least I now had plenty of 
loose spoil to bag up. After clearing the loose away, it was time to start hauling the spoil out 
to the surface. It must be said that after some persistent rain over the last few days Hallowe'en 
Rift is getting back to its squalid best! Bags emptied it was time to head off to the pub, after 
somebody sliding in the field to remove excess mud from oversuits. 
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20th December 2014 
 
With Nick, Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
A full team today, well eventually when Alex joined us midday after his walk to help with hauling 
the bags out. Jake and Tav went to the end to do the digging and reported back that there had 
been another slump in from the roof. Plenty of loose stuff to clear away before digging could 
proceed. Nick was in the pot while I did the hauling and shuttling back to the entrance. Having 
a drag tray makes the shuttle a little easier on the knees moving three bags at a time or a pile 
of rocks. Digging done all bags were emptied on the surface and up to the Hunter's for some 
refreshment. 
 
Seasons shenanigans! 
 
After Saturday's session, Alex couldn't quite get the timing right for an all-inclusive photo and 
had to make do with this partial image and added message! 

 
 

 
 

May all your hangovers be big ones! 
 
28th December 2014 
 
With Nick and Tav. 
 
We decided on a Sunday session this week due to various family type things and all that sort 
of stuff this time of the year. On the way in rescued a frog from the puddle at the bottom of 
Witches Cauldron - it was lucky because I had just chucked a pack of bags down the pot and 
was moving the rope out of the way when I noticed a pair of eyes and a snout looking back at 
me. It's not got any drier along Toil and Trouble - not that we expected any different! There 
had been some more slumping from the roof including a sizeable boulder, so I proceeded to 
reduce that into more manageable pieces; nearly all the rock comprised shattered calcite 
flowstone of a considerable thickness and with lovely banding and can only assume it is of 
great age. There must have been a catastrophic event in the past to break up this amount of 
flowstone. Cleared away the sediment from the floor then swapped around with Nick who 
spent time consolidating and clearing more from the roof. After this was done it was time to 
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shift the bags out to the surface to be emptied, the rocks were left in the pot for next session 
when, hopefully, there will be a bigger team. Hunter's. 
 
3rd January 2015 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. First digging trip of the new year. 
 
A grey, damp start to the day and following some heavy rain during the night we were not 
expecting the cave to be any drier, we were not surprised to find it getting back to its squalid 
best; although the digging at the end is fine. Jake and Tav were on digging duties today and, 
after replacing the old skips at the end with the new ones I had made up earlier in the week, 
bags were duly filled. I was in the pot and Nick took the shuttle duties while we were waiting 
for the filled bags to come from the end Nick and I set about shifting the rocks stacked in the 
pot. There was now a constant trickle of water running into the pot and there was plenty of 
mud splatter coming off the haul ropes although I did manage to keep it out of my eyes, mostly. 
Good to hear from the end that there had been no further collapse and that forward progress 
was possible. 30+ bags filled and shifted to the entrance plus the rocks that were in the pot 
meant that there was a considerable pile of spoil to get out of the cave, and quite an awkward 
clamber up the bag pile to get to the surface. Cave cleared it was time to head off to the pub, 
the obligatory body sliding in the field left some fine brown skid marks. 
 
10th January 2015 
 
With Nick, Jake and Tav. 
 
Nick and I did the digging stint this session, Tav was in the pot, Jake did the haul and shuttle 
to the entrance. At the end, the way north seems to be closing a bit but there is always the 
east side or over the top. 40 bags and a few rocks were shifted out to the surface. The claggy 
fill is not at all easy to extract from the bags especially those that have been compressed at 
the bottom of the pile and with slippery gloves leading to some cursing on occasion. If it was 
summer, we could dry the lumps in the sun, like adobes, and build ourselves a hut, or another 
wall. 
 
17th January 2015 
 
With Nick. Jake and Tav [Alex has his own little project going on]. 
 
On arrival at Hallowe'en Rift we were slightly bemused to find 3 packs of bags neatly stacked 
on the lid; it appears that Tav had come over yesterday while checking a few things for the 
MCRA. That settled, Jake and Tav went to the end to do the digging, Nick was in the pot and 
I settled down to do the hauling/shuttling of spoil back to the entrance shaft. There was quite 
a bit of baling done to make it more comfortable in the various hauling positions while waiting 
for the first bags to arrive. I had purchased a mini mattock from www.pasthorizinstools.com 
for the digging at the end, although Tav reckons the big mattock and bar are still useable. 
Anyway 40 bags were duly filled and along with some rocks were hauled back to the entrance 
and out to the surface. As previously agreed, Alex turned up at mid-day to assist with hauling 
and he was accompanied by Mark 'Gonzo' Lumley.  
 
Unfortunately, Alex had to dash off for personal reasons and Gonzo gave him a lift back to the 
Hunter's to collect his van, at least quite a few of the bags had been emptied. Cave clear of 
bags and things it was time to go, on the way down the obligatory 'brown stains' were left in 
the field, and refreshments were taken at the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
 
 

http://pasthorizonstools.com/
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24th January 2015 
 
No activity at Hallowe'en Rift this weekend due to lurgy and other commitments. Back next 
week! 
 
31st January 2015 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. Alex went off to do his own thing, returning later to Hallowe'en Rift 
to assist with the hauling out and emptying of bags. 
 
Nick got the digging underway, while I bailed out the puddles in the T Junction, Jake bailed 
out the pot and Tav was doing the shuttle run. After a couple of dozen or so bags Nick and I 
swapped places. At the dig, there is appears to be no obvious way on just a wide bedding 
plane filled with sediments, the digging effort being mostly concentrated heading north and 
east. Clear banding can be seen in the sediments: - uppermost is slightly pinkish red-brown 
silt with very few inclusions overlying yellow slightly sandy silt that has a base layer of calcited 
material, that requires more effort to remove, at the base is dolomitic conglomerate. This 
session we filled c.46 bags and a few skips of rocks, all removed to the surface and bags 
emptied. We got to the pub a bit later than usual. 
 
7th February 2015 
 
Missed out on another digging session due to being incapacitated once again! 
 
14th February 2015 
 
Unfortunately, another session lost to illness and ailments! Hopefully, we will be back on track 
next weekend. 
 
21st February 2015 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. Alex came along to help with hauling of bags after carrying on with 
his own little project. 
 
Tav and Jake at the end digging, Nick in the pot, me on the hauling and shuttle to the entrance. 
Digging has slowed considerably due to calcited sediments and rocks, also an awkward 
digging position. the drips in the cave are constant so plenty of puddles to bail out. We 
managed to shift 30+ bags and an assortment of rocks out to the surface. Good to get back 
to the task in hand after some the team have been struck by a variety of illnesses and ailments. 
To the Hunter's Lodge Inn for some well-earned refreshments. 
 
28th February 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav (Nick's away for a month), and Alex did his own thing again. 
 
Decided to try all three at the end today; I did the digging, Jake cleared the bags away and 
sorted out the puddles and cleaned mud off the slope, while Tav stashed the filled bags at the 
T Junction ready to be hauled out later. We concentrated the digging effort to the north east 
of the chamber. There is an area where the sediments seemed less compact and is slightly 
freer from calcification. Some tiny gaps/pockets appeared at roof level, which is encouraging, 
and the roof is rising as well. Filled 38 bags and we all shifted back to get them out to the 
surface, where Alex had turned up to help haul out, all the bags were emptied ready for filling 
next session. Very squalid in the cave today, plenty of mud splash off the haul ropes. Good 
effort, although we did arrive at the Hunter's a bit later than usual. 
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8th March 2015 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
 
A Sunday session today after I had been out west yesterday to carry out some rock reduction 
for the ACG diggers in Upper Canada. 
 
Collected 30 empty bags from the surface stash and all headed underground. Jake at the dig 
face, Tav cleared the bags while I stashed them in the T Junction. Baling out of the way digging 
progressed. 29 bags filled - the bottom fell out of 1 bag- and we shifted back to move the spoil 
out to the surface where it was emptied, all except one bag that stubbornly refused to be 
relieved of its burden - Tav did the honourable thing and left it! Off to the Hunter's for 
refreshments. 
 
14th March 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Tav digging, me helping to fill and clear bags away. Jake spent a while modifying the haul 
route at the top of Witches Cauldron before joining us at the end and stacking bags at the T 
Junction. 30 bags filled and hauled out to the surface, 20 bags were emptied, and 10 bags left 
until next week to see if Tav is right and they are easier to empty after being left to dry out. 
Jake constructed a 'washing' line to hang the bags to dry ready for the next session. We got 
to the Hunter's slightly later than usual. 
 
21st March 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Jake had managed to acquire some nice, clean and shiny yellow bags, 39 in total, and already 
to go to the end. The dry weather of the last few days over the last few days also meant that 
the bags on the 'washing' line had dried out, these were shaken off and bagged up, later to be 
stashed in the entrance ready for use when needed. 
 
It was my turn to do the digging while Jake cleared away the bags to Tav who stashed the 
filled bags at the T Junction. When 30 bags had been filled Jake and Tav began to haul them 
along to the pot, while I filled another half dozen to make 36 filled bags in total. We all shifted 
back to get the bags to the bottom of the entrance, then out to the surface to be emptied and 
hung up to dry out ready for the next session. It was just ever so slightly drier in the cave this 
week, just need the trees to burst into leaf and suck up some of the moisture in the soil. 
 
Up to the Hunter's Lodge Inn for refreshment and then home to watch the final round of 
matches in this year’s 6 Nations rugby tournament. 
 
28th March 2015 
 
Not enough of the team are available for a worthwhile digging effort this weekend - so a 
weekend to pursue other things. 
 
4th April 2015 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. Alex turned up at mid-day to help haul the bags out. 
 
Arrived at the farm to find gate chained and locked, Mark away for hols with family so parked 
in field instead. On the way, up across fields we met Ted who explained he didn't have a key 
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for the locked gate. Up at the cave entrance we were surprised to find that most of the bags 
left hanging-up to dry were still there, considering the very strong winds of a week ago. Took 
50 bags up to the end where Nick, back once again from foreign lands, took the first turn at 
digging with Jake clearing the filled bags, Tav at the T Junction and I settled down in the pot. 
Emptied the puddle in the pot and thought to myself should have come down last week and 
put another bang along the rift - must remember that should a future opportunity arise. Bags 
started to arrive at a steady pace and the pot didn't take long to become filled. Time went by 
quickly and it was soon past mid-day and time to start to clear the bags out of the cave. Alex 
was waiting on the surface to empty bags as I hauled them up out of the entrance, 45 bags in 
total plus a few rocks - good session. When the rest of the team surfaced, most bags were 
already empty and all that was left to do was hang the bags out to dry ready for the next 
digging session. 

 
 

 
 

 
Got back to the van and was relieved that the cattle in the field hadn't decided to lick it clean. 
We changed and retired to the Hunter's Lodge Inn for refreshment as usual. 
 
9th April 2015 
 
I walked up the cave from the farm to deliver a couple of replacement skips ready for the team 
on Saturday. 
 
11th April 2015 
 
Following some minor surgery, I'm out of action for a while but for the rest of the team it's work 
as usual. 
 
Tav's report for today's session: 
 
"Tav digging, Nick dragging, Jake stacking and Al hauling. Roughly 35 bags removed. No 
great changes to report." 
 
18th April 2015 
 
Met up with Jake and Tav in the Hunter's at lunchtime for a chinwag. There wasn't any digging 
today at Hallowe'en Rift as there were not enough participants to make an effective team, so 
they went for an amble over the hillside, it was a fine day for walking. 
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25th April 2015 
 
Still no digging for me, the rest of the team - Jake, Tav and Nick with Alex turning up later to 
help haul and empty bags - kept up the good work. Jake reports from the end that a long bar 
can be pushed its entire length into less compact sediment and the passage appears to be 
trending upwards. 
 
2nd May 2015 
 
Still no digging for me but there was a job to do on the surface, I had bought a padlock and 
chain to replace the faulty one on the entrance to Hallowe'en Rift. By the time, I had sorted 
out tools and things I was running a little late as I headed over to the farm, as I was passing 
the Hunter's I was surprised to see that Jake's motorcycle was there - I didn't think anyone 
was going to dig this weekend. I was even more surprised when I arrived at the farm to see 
Tangent changed to go underground along with Jake and Nick. Alex had gone walkabout on 
the hillside with Desmond Donovan. Walked up to the entrance with the team and when they 
had gone underground, I set about removing the old lock and fitting the new one. That done 
walked over the hill to find Alex, mooched around with them for a while before returning to 
Hallowe'en Rift where I packed up the dry bags and tidied up around the entrance. I could 
hear the underground team hauling the day's spoil out to the entrance and Alex turned up to 
assist in hauling and emptying the bags, about three dozen and a few rocks. The empty bags 
hung up to dry. It was time to lock up the cave and head off to the Hunter's for the usual 
refreshments. 
 
9th May 2015 
 
Well I'm back underground but not at Hallowe'en Rift this weekend. I went over to Hutton area 
to widen a constriction for the digging team over there at the upper end of the recently 
discovered and impressive Glebe Passage. 
 
At Hallowe'en, the team comprised Tav, Nick, Jake and, the second week in succession, 
Tangent. They shifted c.40 bags of spoil from the dig to the surface, another sterling effort and 
they were late to the pub. At the end, a small rift has appeared although this will need some 
further investigation. I'm very much looking forward to returning to the fray next weekend. 
 
16th May 2015 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tangent. Alex came along later to help with the hauling and emptying of 
bags. I later received a message from Tav to say that he was stuck behind an ambulance and, 
unfortunately couldn't make digging. 
 
I did the digging, Nick the clearing, Jake at the T Junction and Tangent in the pot. Felt a bit 
jaded to start with probably because of imbibing too many apple juices at a certain hostelry 
last evening but got into it soon enough. Not sure about the crack in the floor seems quite 
narrow, a little more disconcerting is that there appears to be a rift above that has some looser 
fill and I removed some degraded flowstone from it. This will make forward progress a little 
more awkward as the rift will need to be cleared as well, maybe it will peter out, we'll have to 
see. It was soon time to shift around and haul the bags out to the surface, I thought it was wise 
to avoid the pot, at least for this week and Nick did that job while I hauled and Tangent shuttled 
the bags, Jake on the surface with Alex. Bags emptied; cave secured off to the Hunter's! 
 
23rd May 2015 
 
With Nick and Tav, Tangent was a little late on parade. Alex G'ruffalo joined us at midday to 
help haul and empty bags. 
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Nick and Tav at the end, I was at the T Junction and when Tangent arrived, he took up position 
in the pot. 30'odd bags filled and an assortment of rocks including some degraded flowstone. 
The way ahead is anywhere you feel like digging, it is, as always, just wait and see how things 
develop. All spoil was hauled out to the surface and bags emptied ready for when they are 
needed. 
 
Down in the deep dark wood a mouse has a series of encounters until... 
 
Oh!" 
 
But who is this creature with terrible claws 
And terrible teeth in his terrible jaws? 
He has knobbly knees and turned-out toes 
And a poisonous wart at the end of his nose. 
His eyes are orange, his tongue is black; 
He has purple prickles all over his back. 
 
"Oh help! Oh no! 
 
It's a gruffalo!"  
 
30th May 2015 
 
With Tav, Jake and Tangent. Alex arrived later to help hauling and emptying of the bags. 
 
Note: Due to G'rumblings regarding deformation of character and his wife's hysterical laughter 
everytime he enters the room, there will be no further 'intentional' references to A. G'ruffalo, 
by order!  
 
Tangent started the session well as he carefully attached his fully charged lamp to his helmet 
only to find he was illuminating all who followed him. 
 
Jake and Tangent at the end, Tav at the T Junction, while I settled in the pot. Digging was not 
easy, this was possibly due to certain team members spending too much time on the beach 
surfing, and more compacted sediment. As previously stated, an obvious way on in this spot 
is not apparent and we might resort to having a go at digging back over the top and opening 
out to the left (going north) of Witches Cauldron. There is also the short passage and open rift 
on the left (north) just before T Junction. There are plenty of options to go for. Bags emptied 
it was time for reflection and discussion at the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
3rd June 2015 
 
Solo underground but Tangent was on the surface exploring the surrounding landscape, it was 
a rather fine evening! 
 
Underground I dragged the kit along to the rift north at the bottom of the pot where the new 
drill (Erbauer 36v) was unpacked ready to be used for the first time. I kept drilling until the 
batteries were fully discharged, but only charged 5no. As usual there was high variability in 
the conglomerate and the calcite. Job done it was time to return to the surface and a satisfying 
pop was heard, cave locked, and off we went. 
 
6th June 2015 
 
With Tav and Tangent, Alex came along later to assist with the haul out. 
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Cleared the debris from Wednesday evenings little passage widening exercise and managed 
to fill quite a few bags of sediment as well. Nice and tidy ready for a little more attention on 
Wednesday next. 
 
10th June 2015 
 
Solo 
 
Steady trip up the hill on a fine evening stopping to admire the view. Into the cave with two 
bags, glad I wasn't going too far. Got comfortable in the pot (Witches Cauldron) and set up the 
drill, I kept drilling holes until both batteries were fully discharged but only used five of them. 
Holes charged and kit packed away it was time to head out, laying the wire as I went. At the 
surface, a successful conclusion to the evening and returned to the farm, and it was still light. 
 
13th June 2015 
 
I was over at Hutton today but the rest of the team continued the good works! 
 
Tav sent the following report of the day's activities: 
 
"Tav, Nick, Tangent & Jake - joined later by Alex.  
 
The bang had worked well, and the team quickly removed the debris, which was in handily 
sized chunks. Several more bag loads of mud were then removed from the bedding beneath 
the dwindling bridge. One large lump of spar was beaten repeatedly but stubbornly refused to 
break and will need some chemical persuasion to reduce it to manageable lumps. Once this 
and the remains of the bridge have gone, then the descending bedding should be wide open 
for a full-scale attack. Tav crawled up Toil and Trouble to retrieve some tools that were more 
man enough for the job. Another good session and by mutual consent a better-looking 
prospect all round. Then to pub for a mellow session and to have a laugh about the Belfry 
Spy-cam incident." 
 
18th June 2015 
 
Solo 
 
Pleasant evening stroll up to the entrance and quickly got underground. Slightly perturbed to 
that there was not a reel of wire in the entrance shaft, must be at the top of the pot I thought - 
wrong! and not at the bottom either. Nothing for it but to leave the kit and return to the surface 
and search for the missing reel there - luckily, I found it secreted under a skip. Then, back to 
the job in hand. Some hard rock to drill on the right-hand side but soon had the job done and 
dusted, packed my kit away and returned to the surface to successfully complete the night's 
work. I didn't bother to stop in the Hunter's on the way home. 
 
20th June 2015 
 
I was over at Hutton again but the digging at HR continued. 
 
The team comprised Tav, Jake, Nick and Tangent. 
 
The debris resulting from Thursday evening's trip was cleared along with much sediment. The 
team seem happy to continue pursuing this lead for a while. 
 
 
 

http://ramblingon.mendipgeoarch.net/
http://ramblingon.mendipgeoarch.net/
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27th June 2015 
 
Just me and Tav this week the other team members are either away surfing or at Glastonbury 
partying! 
 
I continued to dig the rift to the north of Witches Cauldron. The digging is relatively easy; dry 
sandy silt with very few inclusions. The layering visible within the sediment exposure might 
suggest a low energy environment at the time of deposition. I did the first stint filling 15 bags 
then changed places with Tav who then filled another 15 bags. Alex turned up to help with the 
hauling and the bags were quickly up and out. The bags were relatively easy to empty and by 
the time the last bag was out the others were already emptied and hanging up to dry. 
 
Off to the jolly old Hunter's Lodge for some refreshment! 
 
1st July 2015 
 
Solo 
 
A very warm and humid walk up to the entrance, apparently, it's the warmest July day on 
record. Spent some time putting the wire onto another, more suitable reel - my mistake was 
to drop the old reel and wire down the entrance shaft, then I had to untangle the resulting 
bird's nest! On to the main task for the evening, from the base of the pot continuing north - the 
plan to remove the bridge of flowstone and dolomitic conglomerate that is obstructing forward 
progress. Drilled holes using new 400mm x 12mm bit until batteries were fully discharged (7 
and a bit holes). I only used six of the holes and preparation of material was done as required 
underground. Returned to the surface to complete a satisfactory evening’s work, hopefully 
there will be some debris to shift on Saturday. 
 
4th July 2015 
 
With Jake and Nick. 
 
It was another warm day. Jake did the clearing and digging, Nick hauling and shuttling back 
to the entrance, while I was on the surface hauling out the rocks and bags. In between loads 
I packed away the empty bags and generally tidied around the entrance. I wasn't alone being 
surrounded by a halo of buzzing flies which became rather annoying, particularly when their 
bigger biting cousins came along - I really dislike CLEGS! When the clearing was done Nick 
and I went along to the end to have a look. Wednesday's little effort had worked well, and the 
obstruction is no more. Still need to take a little more off the wall and there is an obstruction 
in the floor that will need some attention, will try and arrange something for mid-week. 
 
8th July 2015 
 
On my tod. 
 
I continued the expansion to the north along the rift at the bottom of Witches Cauldron. 7no. 
holes were drilled - 2no. in the wall to open access to the alcove and 5no. in the obstruction 
in the floor - cut material underground, ran out wire and completed the job from the entrance. 
Should be something to clear next session and hopefully we will see what is obstructing 
downwards progress - boulder or solid rock? 
 
11th July 2015 
 
Due to work commitments, school holidays and air show’s it's another solo trip for me. 
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Wednesday's effort had done the job and there was a considerable pile of debris to shift. I 
spent the next two hours stacking rock in the pot, breaking up the larger lumps with the 
sledgehammer, bagging the gravel. When I had finished the access to the former alcove is 
now c.4 metres long, 1 metre wide and nearly 2 metres high in places, and there is still more 
to come out of the floor and plenty of sediment to shift. Unfortunately, I had done a "J'Rat" and 
run out of stacking space, the pot is now full of rock and the way into Toil and Trouble blocked 
with bags. Then, I heard a voice, I even answered it but on arrival at the surface there was no-
one - am I going mad? I needed a drink so made my way off the hill and up to the Hunter's 
Lodge Inn for some refreshment.  
 
In the pub, it later transpired that Alex had come over to the entrance of Hallowe'en Rift but 
went back to his project and collected his kit. 
 
18th July 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav. Alex came over later to help with the hauling of bags and rocks. 
 
Tav was at the business end, I initially hauled spoil up and out of the pot whilst Jake had opted 
to do the shuttling back and forth to the entrance. After we had cleared the bags filled by me 
last session, I moved down into the pot to shift the rock piled there while Tav carried on with 
digging along and down the rift. Tav filled 40 bags and succeeded in lowering the floor in the 
rift by nearly one metre. By that time there were only a few small rocks remaining in the pot 
(which were left there) but a considerable pile of 50 bags and numerous rocks in the entrance 
ready to be hauled out to the surface. It was warm and the swarming flies on the surface were 
annoying, when we had cleared the entrance time was moving on and thirst needed 
quenching, off to the Hunter's! 
 
25th July 2015 
 
With Nick, Jake and Tangent, who made a late appearance. 
 
Jake took 40 bags to the end and started digging, I was in the pot clearing the last of the rocks 
and filled bags as they arrived at my feet. Nick did the hauling up the pot and shuttling back 
and forth to the entrance. With two of us working in the pot there is not much respite for the 
digger and as the bags were rapidly filled, then more empties were requested - 70 bags filled, 
the rocks cleared from the pot plus a few more rocks and more than 80 loads were shifted out 
to the surface. Tangent looked rather warm after hauling most of the bags up the entrance 
and he had emptied most of them - his penance for late arrival (and he then had to pedal up 
to the Hunter's). At least the flies didn't seem to be such a nuisance today. An excellent 
session. 
 
29th July 2015 
 
Solo. 
 
Got all I needed to get done and was at the entrance by 18:15 and made my way along to 
Witches Cauldron sorting the wire out as I went. After some recent heavy rain, I noticed there 
were a few puddles along the way and down in the pot a few drips - well, quite a lot of drips 
really. I reckon Jake got the best of the digging conditions last Saturday and the next 
clearing/digging session may be sticky - even squalid if more ran comes. Anyway, I digress, 
back to the job in hand, drilled 6no. holes into various large boulders and fractured rock. Made 
sure I used some of the ample supply of tamp material and made my way back out. Job 
completed by 19:15 and was home in time to watch the highlights of the first days play of the 
Ashes Edgbaston test match. 
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1st August 2015 
 
With Tav. Alex came over later to help with hauling the bags out. 
 
My turn to dig, Tav came down into the pot so that we could clear the larger rock debris from 
Wednesday's effort. These were stacked in the pot to be shifted later when there is a bigger 
team. I then set about bagging up the gravel and smaller rocks, any large rocks were added 
to the pile. At the end, I filled 3 bags at a time then moved up into the pot loaded the skip for 
Tav to haul the bags out of the pot and shuttle them along to the entrance. This process was 
repeated until 40 bags had been filled and stacked in the entrance. It was then time to move 
back and clear the bags to the surface to be emptied. There is still plenty of spoil to be shifted 
from the dig. There appears to be some less compacted sediment at the base of the dig, a 
small bar was pushed in easily and waggled around. The also seems to be some phreatic 
development to the east at a lower level to Toil and Trouble, but it's 'early days' and we must 
see how this, progresses. Anyway, it was getting late and we were missing pub time! 
 
 

 
 

Decent calcite crystal that was recovered from blasted rock debris during the clearance work 
t'other day. 
 
8th August 2015 
 
Solo. 
 
At the entrance I grabbed 20 empty bags off the drying line and headed into the cave. there 
were still 5 empty bags at the end left over from the last session, so I bagged up some loose 
sediment and gravel and then set about barring out some of the blasted rock. Any oversized 
lumps were reduced to a more manageable size with the sledgehammer and all the rock was 
stacked in the pot. My only problem was an earworm - Abba tunes! must have been the other 
day when I caught a bit of 'Mamma Mia' on the TV. Anyway, rock stashed, and fifteen bags 
filled with gravel and sediment, most of the blasted rock has been cleared out of the way so 
digging should be easier next session. Although access to Toil and Trouble is now blocked by 
bags. Time to head out for refreshments at the Hunter's.  
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Oh! Just remembered that I also put the short iron ladder down to aid access down into the 
dig. 
 
16th August 2015 
 
With Tav and Tangent. 
 
A Sunday morning session this weekend. Tangent was dispatched to the end to dig, Tav 
clearing the pot and I took up the hauling and shuttling duties. A frantic 60 minutes or so while 
Tav and I got through the backlog of bags, while this was going on Tangent was filling more 
and adding them to the pile. Any rocks were added to the pile in the pot to be removed later 
when we have a bigger team. When 40 bags had been filled, it was time to move back and 
clear the stack in the entrance up to the surface where the bags were emptied, 55 bags in 
total. The empty bags were packed ready for going underground next session, it was time for 
the pub. Another fine digging effort. 
 
23rd August 2015 
 
With Tav, we were joined later by Nick. 
 
Another Sunday session after our jaunt over to Winford Redding Pits yesterday. Tav and I 
were all set to fill 40 bags and Tav's turn to dig, we were already underway when Nick made 
a late arrival. Nick went into the pot to help Tav while I continued to haul and shuttle the bags 
to the entrance. Made a trip out to the surface to collect another 20 bags for the digger. We 
got 60 bags filled and emptied before pub time. The rain didn't let up all morning and at times 
the drip down the entrance was a continuous stream, I was rather damp in my cotton overalls.  
 
29th and 30th August 2015 
 
We have been playing away this weekend at Bleadon Cavern and Home Close Hole. Back 
next week! 
 
 
5th September 2015 
 
With Nick. Alex came over later to help with hauling spoil out to the surface. 
 
There were a few puddles along the way to the pot and there was water in the dig. We started 
off by clearing the rocks stashed in the rift on the south side of the pot. When Nick had a 
suitable pile and needed to shuttle the rocks to the entrance, I filled bags. I managed to dig 
spoil from higher up and this kept the spoil drier. Couldn't get the water to drain away. When 
we had filled 20 bags and shifted all the rocks from the pot, we decided it was time to haul out 
the spoil to the surface - there was a lot of it! A good job completed.  
  
13th September 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Sunday digging this weekend after my trip to Ogof Draenen yesterday. Jake did the digging, I 
took up position in the pot, while Tav did the shuttling to the entrance and started to gouge a 
channel to divert water. Tav has purchased a pump with the intention of draining the dig should 
it fill with water through the autumn and winter. We filled and emptied 40 bags and then called 
it a day. 
 



dighalloween  

99 

 

Refreshments at the Hunter's for a while before the annual cricket match on the green between 
the Cavers and Priddy Village CC. I arrived late and the game was already underway but was 
allowed to replace Butch who didn't want to play. I managed to take a couple of wickets and 
hit a four but was caught while going for another boundary. The Cavers lost as usual but were 
much closer this year. It was time for home. 
 
19th September 2015 
 
Due to various work and other commitments no team available for digging this weekend. 
 
26th September 2015 
 
A dilemma, Hidden Earth at Churchill, looking at other people’s holiday snaps, or digging at 
Hallowe'en Rift - digging wins every time! 
 
Just me and Jake today although Alex came over at the end of the session to help empty 
bags. My turn to dig, Jake did the clearing for a while then hauling and shuttling the bags to 
the entrance. The puddle in the dig is slowly getting deeper so Tav's pump will be put into 
action soon. Kept digging at a higher level and extended the dig face to the eastern side. Still 
no sign of any airspace. There is a distinct boundary visible in the sediment the upper fill is 
stiff yellow-brown sandy silt and the lower fill very stiff pale red-brown sandy silt becoming 
more granular, it is compact in places and cemented. There are a few boulders/rocks 
beginning to show. 30 bags were filled and removed to the surface to be emptied and hung 
up to dry. 
 
Refreshments at a quiet Hunter's.  
 
4th October 2015 
 
With Nick, Jake and Tav. 
 
Nick filling the bags, Tav in the pot, Jake along the haul/shuttle route me on the surface hauling 
and emptying the bags and hanging them out to dry. Packed away the already dry bags and 
had a little tidy up around the entrance. Trevor and Kate Hughes made an appearance on 
their way up to the pub after staying at Wookey Hole on Saturday night. 40 bags were filled 
and emptied and a unanimous decision to go to the Hunter's. 
 
11th October 2015 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
Time to try out Tav's recently purchased pump. We spent a little while fiddling about with that, 
flattening out several kinks in the pipe, and it worked rather well. There was a bit of slurry left 
in the bottom of the dig, but Jake mixed it in with the drier sediment as he filled the bags. I 
took up position in the pot transferring the filled bags up to Tav who was on the shuttle to the 
entrance. Nick was on the surface hauling and emptying the bags, no doubt appreciating the 
liberal coating of slurry on most bags and the added ingredient inside. 40 bags filled at the end 
and emptied on the surface, a good Sunday morning session it would be churlish not to 
appreciate a fine ale at the Hunter's to end it. 
17th October 2015 
 
With Tav and Jake. Alex came along to help haul and empty bags later.  
 
Jake carried the pump up the hill while Tav and me followed with a container filled with water 
for flushing the pump after use. The 25 litres of water became quite heavy after a while and it 
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was a slog up the hill. It has been a dry week, so the pump wasn't needed but everything is in 
place for the future. My turn to dig, Jake in the pot, Tav hauling and shuttling to the entrance 
where the bags were stacked for later. I mixed the remaining slop with drier sediment and 
eventually the floor was quite tidy and drying out. Now, we are following what appears to be 
phreatic development, sort of parallel to but lower than Toil and Trouble, the floor seems to be 
going in a slightly downward direction, which is good. The digging is comfortable and 40 bags 
and assorted rocks were shifted out to the surface - another pleasing session. Hunter's for 
refreshment. 
 
24th October 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Tav on digging duties, Jake in the pot, "moi, sur le shuttle". 41 bags filled plus assorted rocks 
all shifted out to the surface where it was raining. A fine digging session followed by a fine 
time in the Hunter's with Sid and Sylvie Hobbs, then joined by Edric and family. 
 
31st October 2015 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. Alex came over later. 
 
A fine session. Sixty bags filled plus five loads of rocks out to the surface. Nick digging, me in 
the pot, Jake on the shuttle and Tav on the surface in the sunshine. Remarkably dry 
underground after some recent rain. 
 
7th November 2015 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
A wet morning. Jake at the digging end assisted by Tav in the pot and me on the shuttle again. 
40 bags filled plus a few rocks all shifted out to the surface, bags emptied ready for use on the 
next session. At the dig, it doesn't appear to be opening out much, might have to reassess our 
options. 
 
14th November 2015 
 
With a full team, today; Jake, Tav, Nick and great to see Alex re-join the underground section. 
 
My turn to dig, Nick doing the clearing and breaking rocks, Alex hauling, Tav shuttling to and 
fro to the entrance. Jake was on the surface hauling and emptying the bags. There was a lot 
of banter going on, not that I could hear what was being said, but the sound of much mirth and 
merriment probably meant that some peoples characters were being assassinated. 60 bags 
of sediment and about 10 loads of rock were removed to the surface. In amongst the sediment 
was quite a bit of fragmented calcite flowstone, etc. There is still plenty of stuff to shift, should 
keep us occupied for a while yet. 
 
28th November 2015 
 
With Nick and Tav. 
 
In the future, we will be adopting a facilitated group work method called Open Space 
Technology to generate, categorise and prioritise our digging effort to really influence how the 
cave evolves. This fresh and innovative approach will involve regular group brainstorming and 
networking sessions mostly conducted in the bar at the Hunter's Lodge Inn conference facility.  
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That said we shifted another 40 filled bags and assorted rocks from the dig to the surface. 
Nick at the sharp end, Tav as intermediate in the pot and me on the haul and shuttle to the 
entrance. With a little moisture present the spoil was a bit on the sloppy side and required 
some effort to remove from the bags. 
 
5th December 2015 
 
With Nick and Jake, later we were joined by Tom Chapman. 
 
40 bags filled was the initial target, but the later arrival of Tom upped the ante to 50 bags. Jake 
did the excavation; I was in the pot while Nick was on the hauling and shuttling until TC turned 
up to help with the shuttle. Bags filled TC went to look at the rest of the cave while the rest of 
us started to get the bags and assorted rocks out to the surface where the bags were emptied. 
A jolly good session followed by some fine refreshments at the Hunter's Lodge Inn - the Bath 
Ales Special Pale Ale was far too moreish! 
 
12th December 2015 
 
Alex's annual festive offering! This image was taken during the week when the team were 
visiting Wookey Hole with Tom Chapman. 
 
L to R: Nick, Tom, that's me, Alex (kneeling), Jake, Tav. 
 

 
 
Digging this weekend with Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
My turn to do the digging, Tav clearing from the pot, Jake hauling with Alex helping with the 
shuttling for a while before heading up to the surface to haul out and empty the bags. 
There had been a slump of material from the 'ceiling' that took about 20 bags to clear. 
Fortunately, nothing more came down during the session, this was especially good news for 
Tav as the 'ceiling' is also the floor he was standing on in the pot. We cleared a total of 50 
bags plus a few rocks out to the surface. At the dig end a couple of boulders are barring 
progress, these will need better exposure before a decision is made on the best method of 
removal is decided. There does seem to be a downward trend, but more work will be required 
before this is clear. 
Then to the Hunter's for the usual refreshments. 

http://ramblingon.mendipgeoarch.net/
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19th December 2015 
 
With Jake, Alex and Nick. 
 
Nick and Jake at the business end, Alex hauling the bags and for a short while I helped with 
the shuttling. When a dozen or so bags had been filled and stacked in the entrance it was my 
turn on the surface to haul out and empty the bags. 
A total of 40 bags plus rocks shifted from the dig, we did think it would be a little slower this 
session as there was some rock barring forward progress. At least one of the rocks was 
removed and reduced to moveable pieces but the remaining rock(s) will require some 
chemical persuasion, this will be sorted out as soon as the supplier returns from sunning 
himself in the Caribbean. 
 
To the Hunter's for the usual refreshment and chinwag. 
 
24th December 2015 
 
Solo 
 
The day started with a trip over to the supplier in some very heavy rain. Of course, there was 
the usual chat, a coffee, a mince pie and time slipped by. 
 
Back at home I was a little peeved to find that one of the drill batteries appears to have died 
so a rethink was necessary regarding hole depth and numbers. 
 
By the time, I got to the farm the rain had ceased and it was a pleasant stroll up the hill to the 
cave. There were a few puddles along the passage, and it was a bit damp at the dig but 
generally it was ok. Drilled the required holes in the rocks, charged, retreated to a safe position 
and fired. I retrieved the wire as that will be needed Tuesday when we begin another little 
project in a cave nearby.  
 
2nd January 2016 
 
The first trip of the new year! 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
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Tav digging, me in the pot, Jake doing the hauling, Nick on the shuttle for a while then on 
surface duties. Cleared the bang debris and c.25 bags of sediment. 
 
 

 
 
The skip returns on a wave of slurry, much of which is splattered in your face. 
 

 
 
A conflab! The decision we need some more rock engineering. Cleared the last of the bags 
out to the surface, called it a day and headed up to the pub. 
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9th January 2016 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. 
 
I met up with the team at the farm after collecting some supplies. Some prep work done went 
up to the cave where the team were already busy enlarging the approach into Merlin's. I went 
down to the dig below to set about engineering the rock restriction. When I had finished, we, 
all made our way out to the entrance to clear the bags and rocks from there to the surface. All 
the spoil cleared away and my task completed it was time to lock the gate and make our way 
off the hill and up to the Hunter's for the usual de-briefing.  
 
11th January 2016 
 
An evening stroll, up to Hallowe'en Rift with Don McFarlane and Joyce Lundberg who are 
interested in carrying out some more stal dating on material from the cave. They weren't 
dressed for an underground trip and seemed content to pick over the spoil heap for suitable 
material. I did venture down the shaft if only to get a hammer to break up some larger lumps 
of stal. 
 
Don is Professor of Environmental Science at Claremont Colleges in California, USA and a 
former member of the Bristol Exploration Club; Joyce is Associate Professor at Carleton 
University, Ottawa, Canada.  
 
16th January 2016 
 
With Tav and Nick. 
 
My turn at the front, Tav in the pot and Nick doing the haul and shuttle to the entrance shaft.  
Today’s mission was to clear the debris from last week's rock reduction. There was a good 
deal of splatter covering the floor of the chamber comprising gravel and mud so plenty to clear 
away before starting to bar out the fractured rock. After shifting 35 bags of gravel, cobbles and 
slop along with 20 skip loads of rock the potential way ahead was cleared. The prognosis is 
not all that good, this end of the dig pinches down to a sediment filled fracture between rock 
c.100mm width. Although the trend appears to be going downwards it is in the wrong direction 
- south rather than north - and would require banging all the way. We will probably abandon 
this dig and concentrate the effort overhead through Merlin's.  
 
We were even later-on parade at the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
23rd January 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Mark, the farmer, has made us an offer of some salubrious changing facilities. An offer that 
we are more than happy to accept - a proper caving hut! 
 
Today's plan was to continue to enlarge the approach to Merlin's. Jake was at the sharp end 
filling bags and shifting rocks, while Tav settled into, a rather too comfortable position in the 
pot, while I did the hauling and shuttling to the entrance. About 40bags filled and several rocks 
moved there was noticeable progress made. 
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After shifting a particularly large rock out of the way - declared to be 20 bags worth - Jake 
decided that was enough and we shifted back to start hauling the spoil out to the surface. I 
struggled with the hauling as I couldn't grip the muddy rope so at Jake's suggestion, I tied a 
lot of knots to aid the grip and that worked just fine. After the hauling, out there is bag emptying. 
 
 

 
 
30th January 2016 
 
With Jake and Nick. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-U7XmNYY5M&sns=em
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Continued with widening the approach into Merlin's Magic Milk Parlour. My turn upfront 
digging, Nick doing the clearing, Jake on the haul/shuttle along to the entrance. It wasn't too 
long before Nick decided to wrestle one of the large boulders stashed to one side last session 
along to Jake. The boulder didn't give up without a fight causing some injury to Jake's foot by 
squashing it. Meanwhile I was filling bags with sediment and had freed another large slab of 
rock for Nick to wrestle with. Back at the entrance Jake was beating the offending rock into 
submission with the sledgehammer. As I was progressing forward [and sideways] Nick 
scraped away residual sediment left behind into more bags. This is a very comfortable dig in 
a sizeable bedding and by concentrating our effort to the right-hand side we can bypass the 
best of the formations. There is air movement and air space over the top - bloody luxury! Time 
passed all too quickly and there was a considerable pile of bags and rocks to be hauled out 
to the surface. How many? no-one was counting this week. 
 
Then we have the bonus of our luxurious changing facilities, just like a proper caving hut 
should be! 
 
Hunter's Lodge Inn, well of course and some rather fine Bath Ales Special Pale Ale. 
 
6th February 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
Nick's away working for the best part of the next month, so he was given the digging honours 
and a sparkling new mini shovel to help fill the bags. Tav settled into a rather too comfortable 
position in the pot taking on the clearing role. I ended up on the haul and shuttle, which was 
unfortunate as I had wrongly assumed that I would be on the surface after digging last 
weekend which meant that I had left my knee pads in the van. This situation had occurred as 
Jake insisted on the surface duties as he had contracted the lurgy and didn't want to infect the 
rest of the team. Anyway, the result was 60 bags filled and emptied, some of the bags filled 
rather too well by an over enthusiastic Nick, plus a dozen or so skip-loads of rocks, some of 
which required a reduction in size by courtesy of the sledgehammer. A good session indeed 
and Nick reported that the passage was just about hands and knees size and still going on. 
Back at the surface Jake reported that it hadn't rained for at least 20 minutes, it was time to 
lock up and walk down to the farm. 
 
The weather was miserable - strong winds and heavy rain at times - we were thankful for the 
use of the new changing hut. Then to the Hunter's for a de-brief followed by an afternoon 
watching 6 Nations Rugby and England won in Scotland - does life get any better!  
 
13th February 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Continuing with the extension of the "motorway to Merlin's", Tav at the sharp end forging 
ahead while my task was to clear the bags to Jake on the haul and shuttle run. What used to 
be a flat out wriggle up to Merlin's is now hands and knees crawling and is 2 metres wide in 
places. We are still working our way to the right to try and avoid the best formations. Tav 
detected some air movement coming from the space ahead. As Tav filled the bags and rolled 
back cobbles and boulders I was scraping away the residual sediment to reveal the rock floor 
below. Meanwhile Jake was shifting the bags and rocks to the entrance, every now and then 
the sound of the large slab of rock being reduced in size by some mighty swings of the 
sledgehammer - the rock eventually succumbed! 40 bags filled and stacked in the entrance it 
was time to clear all out to the surface. 
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About 50 loads is enough to haul up the shaft, the heavier rocks moved first and then the 
bags, at the end of hauling the bags are emptied and hung up on the lines. then down the hill 
to the farm although I had to return and pick up the key I had left behind. All changed it was 
up to the Hunter's Lodge Inn for refreshment and debriefing. 
 
Another marvellous morning’s work. 
 
20th February 2016 
 
With Tav. 
 
Just the two of us today and not really an idea of how much it would be possible to shift. We 
changed at the farm in the swanky facilities there and took up some of the bright new bags 
supplied by that very nice man, Duncan Price. The digging, as always is the easy bit, it's the 
removal of the spoil that proves to be tougher. Anyway, we settled into a good rhythm and 
before we realised it three dozen bags were filled along with a small number of rocks. I was at 
the front end digging and filling bags while Tav was scraping away the residual sediment and 
stashing the bags to one side. When half a dozen bags had been filled, we moved back a 
notch and the bags were shifted along to the entrance, this routine was then repeated until 
our quota was met. Then comes the hardest part with just the two of us, hauling the spoil out 
to the surface, not good for the back but Tav stoically completed the task, then all we had to 
do then was empty the bags. The result was that we were rather late on parade at the Hunter's 
Lodge Inn for the debrief, but it had been a satisfying morning's session.  
 
27th February 2016 
 
With Tav. 
 
Just the two of us again this week. Tav came armed with a newly acquired shiny red mattock 
to ease spoil removal and it was his turn to dig with me doing the clearing away and hauling. 
The shiny red mattock did indeed seem to be very effective and bags were being filled quickly 
although the mattock did not remain very shiny for too long. Along the way I found two bags 
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that had somehow been left behind last week and Tav filled another 38 bags to add an 
impressive stack in the entrance, and there were some rocks as well. Then came the hardest 
part of the session clearing the 40-odd skip loads to the surface and emptying the bags. That 
done it was time to lock up, get changed and go to the pub. 
 
5th March 2016 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. A stronger team this week, makes things so much easier. 
 
Me at the digging end, Nick clearing, Jake on the haul/shuttle and Tav on the surface hauling 
and emptying the bags. 53 bags and 5 skip-loads of rock out to the surface. The digging is 
superb and just beyond the little rift to the right-hand side it's nice and dry. Just ahead there 
appears to be a change, about a metre further on the roof seems to rise into a rift (?) and 
beyond that there appears to be more space, unfortunately there is a forest of stal that we 
must try and dig around. The prospects ahead look interesting. 
 
9 people helping at Wookey Hole on Thursday evening I can't understand why there isn't the 
same enthusiasm for Hallowe'en Rift :) 
 
Anyway, the sun was shining, it was pleasantly warm, the bags were all empty and there was 
a rather fine barrel of Bath Ales Special Pale Ale waiting at the Hunters Lodge Inn. 
 
12th March 2016 
 
With Tav, Jake and Nick. 
 
After doing the digging bit last session it was my turn for surface duties this weekend. As it 
turned out I was rather overdressed in my plastic caving suit on this pleasant spring-like 
morning. Once the others had disappeared underground, I spent a little time tidying up around 
the cave entrance, packing away the empty bags, etc., before settling back to take in the 
pleasure of being in an English wood. Down in the village below could be heard the occasional 
barking of a dog, the sounds of children playing. I watched a group of dainty long tailed tits 
flittering about in the branches of a hazel just showing signs of fresh leaf growth; overhead the 
plaintive call of a buzzard as it soared high on rising thermals, all around there were the sounds 
of other birds going about their daily business - wood pigeons, blackbirds, robin, chaffinch, 
coal tit, rooks, jackdaws, etc. A farmer then decided it was time to cut his hedgerows, a task 
that mostly drowned out the sounds coming from the village. This peaceful appreciation of the 
English countryside and life was truncated every now and then by a shout of "Yo" coming from 
the cave below as another batch of bags and occasionally rocks were ready to be hauled out, 
the bags were then emptied and hung up on the line or on a branch. Underground Nick was 
digging and filling the bags, Jake was clearing them back and Tav was on the haul and shuttle. 
56 bags were filled and emptied along with 6 skip loads of rock. Good progress forward was 
made, and we left Hallowe'en Rift to make our way down to the farm satisfied with the 
mornings work and ready for refreshments at the Hunters Lodge Inn. 
 
19th March 2016 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. 
 
Not such a pleasant morning this week as last - grey and quite cool in the north easterly 
breeze. At least I wasn't going to be on the surface this session that was Nick's duty this 
weekend. Jake was at the sharp end doing the excavation, Tav was clearing back and it was 
my turn to do the haul and shuttle. Sort of lost count of the number of bags shifted along with 
several skip-loads of rock, but when I went to have a look at the end was very surprised at the 
amount of forward progress made during the last couple of sessions. About another metre or 
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so should see us level with what appears to be more open space. The digging is a little slower 
due to the sediment becoming much rockier. Another good session over and time to make our 
way to the Hunter's for refreshments. Then home to watch 6 Nations rugby and to see England 
beat the French to win the Grand Slam - an almost perfect Saturday! 
 
26th March 2016 
 
With Nick. Other commitments such as surfing and fishing have resulted in a somewhat 
depleted team today, but progress is still possible with the two of us. 
 
A bit of a contrast in the weather for the walk up the hillside, yesterday was a glorious spring 
day while today - more typical of holiday weather - it's grey and overcast with strong winds 
and rain as 'Storm Katie' approaches. Much better to spend the morning sheltered 
underground! 
 
Up at the digging end it is slower going mostly due to the more compact granular sediment. 
Although the upper few centimetres are looser sandy silt below a thin layer of degrading calcite 
the lower bulk of the sediment comprises a matrix of compact, slightly calcified silt within 
abundant gravel, cobbles and occasional boulders. The excavation method employed was to 
loosen the sediment with a small bar, working on both sides of the passage to maintain both 
direction and width, then moving back slightly to shovel the loosened spoil into bags. The filled 
bags were then passed back to Nick who loaded them into a couple of drag trays and moved 
the spoil back to the entrance, which is now getting much further away. A few small formations 
that needed moving were carefully relocated to a new home as part of the 'stal' resettlement 
program. After the removal of a large boulder we could gain the "open space" previously noted, 
unfortunately this was not quite as "open" as we had anticipated but it does seem to continue. 
The way ahead, as usual, is still blocked by more sediment, at least we appear to be getting 
beyond the formations and the prospects still look interesting. 
 
As ever the final task of the session was to haul the bags out of the cave and empty them, the 
large boulder that Nick had rolled back to the entrance was left until next week when hopefully 
there will be more of us.  
 
2nd April 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
Another delightful spring morning to be on surface duties. While the rest of the team were 
underground toiling away I whiled away the time packing away the dried bags ready for use 
later, continued with the drystone wall (started by Nick last session) to tidy the appearance of 
the spoil heap, interrupted every now and then when required to haul bags and rocks from 
below. The sun was shining, it was warm in the sunshine and I was slightly overdressed again, 
the trees are showing the bright green of fresh leaf growth, the birds were in song, it was 
pleasant indeed. 
 
Meanwhile below ground Tav was doing the digging with Jake clearing away. Nick took the 
opportunity to go along Toil and Trouble to the dig beyond the T Junction and retrieve the 
stack of tools left there, some of these tools will be relocated to the dig in Wookey Hole on 
Thursday evening, while there he untied the haul rope so it could be re-used at the present 
dig. 40 bags were filled and emptied along with an assortment of rocks including the large 
boulder left over from last week, Nick came up to the surface to help haul it out, the rocks were 
all added to the wall. Tav reported that good forward progress had been gained and the 
passage was of comfortable proportions. All things done and dusted it was time to leave and 
make our way down to the farm. 
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At the Hunter's Lodge Inn, a fine firkin of Bath Ales SPA had been tapped and we felt obliged 
to enjoy a few glasses and talk about our various digs in progress. A satisfying conclusion to 
a pleasurable morning's work.  
 
9th April 2016 
 
With Jake. 
 
It was okay with just the two of us as it allowed a couple of missions to be completed without 
too much disruption to digging. 
 
1. Took my drill underground and Jake drilled a hole into the large boulder, balanced 
precariously at the top of the pot, then inserted a bolt into the rock. This enabled us to drag 
the boulder along using some short scaffold boards that had been brought up to the cave for 
another purpose. 
 
"We could teach those Stonehenge builders a thing or two about shifting stones" was the gist 
of Jake's comment, except of course they wouldn't have access to a 36v battery drill 
and…anyway I digress. 
 
Suffice to say the boulder removal worked rather well and it is now at the bottom of the 
entrance awaiting removal to the surface when we have more of the team here. 
 
2. The construction of a bridge over the pot. We retrieved the two short ladders from below 
along with anything else that might be reusable - bags, etc. The shortest ladder was then 
positioned over the pot and hammered down into place; two boards were then put on top. The 
longer ladder was placed alongside on its edge to act as a barrier. A bit of passage shape 
modification and packing of mud around the boards and ladders then it was time for a test run. 
After a quick sorting of the hauling ropes Jake went up to the end to fill some bags, I went 
back to 'Stal bend' for the hauling back of the skip. First one bag - success, then tried a bigger 
load - all went well, a couple of mishaps but that was put down to overloading of the skip. 
There is some scope for a little passage modification but all in all the two missions were 
completed. 
 
Ten bags and an assortment of rocks were filled, removed and emptied and then it was pub 
time! 
 
16th April 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
My turn to dig this session as I will be out of action for a couple of weeks or so after some 
surgery to sort out my dodgy elbow. Jake took up the clearing away role while Tav did the haul 
and shuttle. 
 
The digging isn't all that rapid as the fill comprises mostly compacted, cemented silt, sand and 
gravel with numerous cobbles and boulders. Wrestled for a while with one quite large boulder 
that, later required a combined effort to get it up to the surface. Tav used some of the spoil to 
fill in some holes along the approach passage that were result of hauling the skip, Jake spent 
some time gardening the longer haul route we had created last session, must be c.15 metres 
up to the dig. 
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24 bags were hauled out to the surface, 8 had been used for repairs, 11 skip loads of assorted 
rocks and 1 large boulder, there is still the even larger boulder at the bottom of the entrance 
awaiting removal. 
 
The images above and below are of the formations we have managed to dig around and 
preserve in Merlin's Magic Milk Parlour. 
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30th April 2016 
 
I'm out of action for a couple of weeks or so after surgery on a dodgy elbow and the rest of 
the team had other commitments resulting in 'no digging' last weekend. A depleted team again 
this weekend, Tav reports: 
 
"Nick digging and Tav dragging and stacking. 40 bags plus about ten skips worth of rocks 
stashed at the head of the pot ready for clearance next session. Dig face is passing below a 
choked rift to the surface so the decision was taken to follow it by trending left. Still sizeable. 
Then to Hunters for a couple." 
 
7th May 2016 
 
Just Jake and Nick in attendance at the dig in Hallowe'en Rift this weekend and between them 
shifted over 50 bags. 
 
14th May 2016 
 
Due to a whole lot of reasons there was no digging action at Hallowe'en Rift this weekend! 
 
4th June 2016 
 
After recovering from surgery on a dodgy elbow and recently spending several days in the 
Yorkshire Dales digging at Haggs Brow, Lower Winskill with a group of fine like-minded 
individuals, it was now time to get back to the local project. 
 
No-one was available due to a whole host of reasons so decided to go solo. This was okay 
with me because it meant that I could check on the progress made and work at my own speed. 
 
It was a warm day so got partially changed at the farm and packed the rest of my kit into a 
rucksack and walked up to the cave. At the entrance, I got kitted up, packed 10 dry bags and 
made my way underground. The approach passage is drying out nicely just a couple of small 
drip puddles. The dig is dry, so I was comfortable in cotton overalls -£6 from Mole Valley 
Farmers, bargain. A wall of sediment consisting of silty sand with frequent cobbles and 
boulders including fragmented calcite formations confronted me. I set to work with the small 
pick, loosening the sediment, hooking out rocks, filling bags as I went and dragged them down 
the passage to stack them just out of the way along with several rocks. Working slowly forward 
I eventually opened a small gap over the sediment that appears to continue, not overly large 
c.100mm but it is encouraging. The ceiling also looks more solid and it would be good to get 
away from the small, choked rift that is presently overhead. It's rather disconcerting feeling the 
tree roots tickling the back of your neck and the constant trickle of sediment falling into your 
collar. I filled my 10 bags and found a few more already at the end so rounded up a baker’s 
dozen plus several rocks. That was enough for me, my elbow was a little tender in certain 
positions but generally felt good, I made an exit from the cave satisfied with the morning 
session. 
 
Met Mark, the farmer, on the way back across the field cutting hay so stopped for a chat before 
going down to the farm, getting changed and making my way to the Hunters Lodge for some 
refreshment. 
 
11th June 2016 
 
With Nick Hawkes and Matt Tuck. 
 



dighalloween  

113 

 

Good to see Matt re-join the fray, the last log entry I can find is dated 25/01/1992. Mind you 
Matt has spent most of the that gap based overseas. 
 
Anyway, I digress, back to the job in hand. Nick went to the dig face while Matt went to clear 
the bags from him, including those I had filled last weekend. I did the long haul back and 
shuttled spoil to the bottom of the entrance. Access to the West Series is blocked by a wall of 
rocks still waiting to be hauled out to the surface. Matt's shiny new kit was now slightly soiled, 
and he appeared rather warm. The cave is drying out nicely now so definitely more suitable 
for lightweight cotton overalls than cordura oversuit.  
 
At the end of the digging session we moved back to clear the accumulated spoil up to the 
surface, first the bags - didn't think to count how many but it was certainly well over 30, then 
a slight reduction of the pile of rocks. On the surface, the bags were emptied on to the ever-
burgeoning spoil heap. The retaining wall now requires some further expansion, there is a 
ready supply of rocks unfortunately they are still below ground. Another job that awaits a full 
team, at least that team has grown by one. 
To the pub!  
 
19th June 2016 
 
With Tav. 
 
Had to climb over the farm gate as it was locked and headed over to the shed to change. It 
didn't take too long to get changed and up across the field to the cave. While I opened the lock 
Tav packed up 20 bags ready to head off to the end. At the present end of Merlin's set about 
digging away and filling bags and I hauled the bags and assorted rocks down to the top of the 
pot to be removed later. 
 

 
 
The beauty of this dig is that at the end of each session the forward progress is noticeable. 
Tav had expanded the small opening overhead that Nick had exposed last week and there 
are a couple of options for further progression, enough to keep it interesting. 
 
When the bags were, all filled, we shifted position to remove the spoil to the base of the 
entrance prior to hauling out to the surface. We ended the morning by clearing out our spoil 
for the day plus some of the accumulated rocks that had built up over the last few sessions. 
Bags all emptied at the end of another productive digging session, a total of 20 bags and 11 

https://youtu.be/Stb-AaKI_6M
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skip-loads of rock out to the surface, we headed down to the farm, ready for some refreshment, 
it was quite warm and humid, and we were thirsty. 
 
26th June 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Following a recent visit at the end of May to the Yorkshire Dales where I participated in the 
Haggs Brow Cave Excavation Project I had been reminded how effective 'capping' was in the 
reduction of boulders. I decided that I would obtain the necessary equipment, made a few 
enquiries and now there is a set of 'capping rods' and sundry items in my possession and 
ready for use. 
At the cave, there were several large boulders at the bottom of the entrance that were awaiting 
removal and I set about the task of reducing them to more easily managed pieces. While I 
was busy in the entrance Jake and Tav went ahead to continue digging.  
 
In general, the boulders split well, although sometimes a little too aggressively, this might be 
a consequence of the variable density of dolomitic conglomerate. I will need to get hold of a 
mixture of cartridge strengths to overcome this. Anyway, the outcome was a good pile of 
rubble to shift later. 
 
I packed the kit away and went along the passage to start to clear away the backlog of filled 
bags to the entrance only to have complete light failure (should have changed batteries). So, 
had to go back down to the farm to get a spare light from the van. On my return, I discovered 
that Tav and Jake had effectively walled themselves in at the end of the cave with an 
increasingly large pile of rocks and bags. It was warm work removing the blockage, especially 
rolling another large rock towards the entrance. Tav then called back to say that Jake was 
filling the last couple of bags and digging was now impeded by a large rock that required my 
attention. 
 
Jake and Tav returned from the dig to clear the spoil to the surface while I headed up to the 
end. It was indeed a large rock and required half a dozen or so holes to break it into suitably 
sized lumps ready for removal. A second boulder to one side needs to be better exposed 
before that can be dealt with. Packed away my kit for a second time and headed off to re-join 
the others. 
 
The considerable pile of rock, rubble and bags had been cleared to the surface and the large 
boulder that I had dragged part way back was now sat on the ledge at the bottom of the 
entrance ready for capping - but the consensus was that it will wait until next week. It had been 
a good session and it was now time for the pub. 
 
2nd July 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav, Matt Tuck and another new participant to join the quest for 'caverns 
measureless', Duncan 'Smasher' Price. 
 
Tav went to the dig face, Smasher clearing the spoil away, Matt hauling, me on the shuttle 
and Jake on the surface. With a good strong team, it would be possible to shift the spoil all the 
way from the dig-face to the surface.  
 
My first task was to 'cap' the boulder at the bottom of the entrance. When it was broken into 
more manageable pieces it was hauled out by Jake who was busying himself building up the 
retaining wall. Meanwhile Matt had been hauling the fractured rock from the boulder I had 
'capped' at the dig-face last week and there was now quite a pile of debris to shuttle back, it 
was warm work for a few minutes. Some of the rock still required a bit more size reduction, 
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this was achieved by battering them with the sledgehammer. Didn't count the number of skip 
loads of rock that were hauled up to the surface, but it must have been a couple of dozen or 
so. 
 
After the rock came the bags, around 60 in total, along with even more rocks and some 
remnants of flowstone that was recovered from within the sediment. These remnants are likely 
to be of considerable age.  
 
After spending the morning on the surface Jake, by now was fed up with the flies and it was 
time for us all to take some well-earned refreshments at the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
At the Hunter's came the quote of the day "can't make it next week I've just signed up for 
online dating!" 
 
Going to be a reduced team for next week, Jake's off touring the Hebrides, Tav is working and 
Smasher will be at Priddy Folk Festival on first aid duties. 
 
9th July 2016 
 
With Nick, Matt, Pete Bolt and pleasantly surprised to see Tangent pedal over to offer his 
services on surface duties. 
 
We met up at the Hunter's a bit later this morning as I had to take the dog to the vets in Wells, 
anyway we all piled into the truck, except John who pedalled, and headed down to the farm. 
Got changed and walked across the field, keeping a watchful eye on the bull, into the woods 
to the cave entrance. 
 
At the entrance, I gave a quick demonstration on the use of 'capping' as some of the team 
hadn't seen it done before, successfully splitting a largish boulder. 
  
Underground it was my turn to dig, Pete clearing away with Nick and Matt hauling and shuttling 
to the entrance. Digging was slow progress, raking out sediment around cobbles and boulders. 
We are following a narrow rift, to the left side the bedding is becoming lower with bedrock 
rising, to the right side tightly packed rocks and sediment. There are a couple of obstinate 
slabs of rock in the way, loose but not quite loose enough. The task wasn't any easier as the 
lump hammer had a loose handle that kept slipping whenever it was swung into action. The 
slabs are not deemed suitable for 'capping' in their current position and it seems that forward 
progress will likely be slower for a while as we deal with the rocks. 
 
Back on the surface it seemed that Tangent hadn't emptied the bags because he didn't have 
any gloves, a poor excuse! There weren't too many, so it didn't take long to empty them and 
hang the bags up. A quick squirt of WD40 on the lock and it was time to head back to the farm, 
get changed, and up to the Hunter's for refreshments.  
 
Matt then announced that he didn't have any money, he was saved further embarrassment by 
Tangent who gallantly volunteered to cycle to a cashpoint in Wells then pedal up the hill to the 
pub to deliver good English pounds to the cash-strapped Matt who could then buy a round for 
the rest of us, especially Tangent. 
 
Spent the afternoon mooching around Priddy Folk Festival and it was good to catch up with 
some old acquaintances. Even got to listen to some half decent music in the free tents.  
 
17th July 2016 
 
With Tav. 
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After fiddling with my light at the cave entrance I ventured underground to join Tav, who had 
gone ahead to start digging. It was soon decided that it would be better if the large rock to the 
left side was removed. So Tav and I swapped places and I got to work with the 'capping' gear, 
3 holes drilled, and the rock was reduced to rubble. After clearing the rock debris away Tav 
moved forward to continue digging, filling bags with sediment and passing the odd stone back 
every now and then. There are a couple of obstinate wedged rocks that are impeding forward 
progress, these will require some attention but that can wait until the next digging session. It 
was surprising how soon we had amassed a considerable pile of spoil at the top of the pot, so 
we dropped back to shift it all to the entrance. 
 
17 bags and about 10 skip loads of rock were eventually hauled up to the surface. It was very 
warm and humid, the flies were particularly very, very annoying, we could have done with a 
very large flock of spotted flycatchers at the entrance. 
  
Bags emptied, rock stacked to one side, cave entrance secured, it was time to depart. Once 
again, I forgot to pick up a lump of flowstone that I wanted to examine in closer detail, try and 
remember it next week. 
 
The beer at the Hunter's was, as ever, welcome. 
 
23rd July 2016 
 
With Tav and Nick. 
 
It was a warm walk up to the cave entrance, underground it was much cooler. Dragged my 
tackle bag with 'capping' kit and drill to the dig face to deal with the rocks that were impeding 
progress. A couple of holes and the resulting debris was passed back to Nick, who was doing 
the clearing away. A rather hungover Tav was on hauling duties. 
 
I set about clearing spoil from the end while Nick seemed to be trying to bury me as he was 
working on enlarging and tidying the passage behind me. I managed to remove a couple of 
large rocks, creating some space to the right-hand side of the passage. More bags filled and 
rocks barred out of the way, the digging was progressing quite well. By the end of the session 
there were a few small gaps/spaces appearing and the prospects look interesting. There is 
plenty to do to enlarge the space I had created, and it might require some removal of rock 
from the roof to make a bit more working space. 
 
Nick and Tav went to the entrance to start clearing out to the surface while I drilled one more 
hole to split a rock ready for removal next session. Packed the kit away and headed out to 
help the others. 
 
At the entrance, I was a little surprised to see just how much spoil had been removed - 25 
bags and 15 skip loads of rock - some of the rock required reduction in size, this was achieved 
with the use of the sledgehammer. 
 
Interestingly one large lump of flowstone was split open to reveal that it had formed around an 
older speleothem. This was put to one side on the surface with the other interesting lump of 
flowstone that I, once again forgot to pick up and bring home for further examination. 
As usual the morning ended with a trip to the Hunter's Lodge Inn for some refreshment and 
debrief. 
 
24th July 2016:  
 
Sunday morning and the dog needed a walk so decided that I would go over to Hallowe'en 
Rift and get the lump of flowstone that I had left there. Parked at the end of Dursdon Drove 
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and walked along the hilltop at Rookham before crossing fields down to Hallowe'en Rift. At the 
cave, I took some photographs, put the lump of flowstone into my bag before spending a few 
minutes placing some more stones onto the retaining wall. 
 

 
 
As previously mentioned, (23/07/2016 entry) after splitting a lump of flowstone yesterday 
another older speleothem was revealed encased within it, as is clearly seen in the image 
below. 
 

 
 

The other lump of flowstone also reveals an older speleothem. Just to the right of centre the 
remains of a small stalagmite 'boss' can be seen below successive layers of flowstone. 
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Both these remnants of flowstone have been recovered from the sediments removed from the 
ongoing dig at the end of Merlin's Magic Milk Parlour. It would be interesting to get these dated 
to establish whether the ages are like the dates from previous samples. 
 
 
30th July 2016 
 
With Matt Tuck. 
 
Started the session scratching away some sediment from the passage floor before deciding 
to see what effect 'capping' would have on the slab of rock in the roof. The slab measured 
about 1 metre in length, 700mm wide and ranged between 150mm to 250mm thickness, only 
1 hole was required to bring it down but several more were needed to reduce it to manageable 
sized lumps. On examination of the fractured dolomitic conglomerate it is clear to see why the 
drilling is variable, there are limestone and occasionally sandstone clasts, surrounded in an 
iron rich matrix that has changeable density, and there are vugs containing calcite 
crystallisation, the slab also had a flowstone up to c.70mm thickness on one side. The 
outcome was 13 skip loads of rock and 6 bags of mostly gravel being hauled out to the surface, 
the rock was put to one side for walling and the bags were emptied on the spoil heap. There 
is more space at the end for digging now, so it was deemed a successful morning.  
 
The refreshments at the Hunter's had been earned.  
 
6th August 2016 
 
With Alex Gee. 
 
It was good to see Alex up at Hallowe'en again. 
 
The first job of the morning was to pack all the dry bags into 10's ready to be taken 
underground and refilled on later digging sessions. Then, as I opened the cave we were joined 
by a fledgling robin that showed no fear of human presence and sat next to us, within less 
than 0.5 metre, this is probably not a good indicator for a long-term survival strategy, but a 
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pleasant experience all the same. While I slipped underground to take some photo's Alex went 
to look at a feature he wanted to check out on the hillside. I wanted to try and take an image 
of the current working area, and here it is below, the lump hammer for scale. 
 

 
 
On the way to the dig face there are some decent formations, not all that big but worth 
preserving. The bluish tinge is a consequence of lighting by LED I assume. 
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Back on the surface I had just started moving some of the rocks when Alex returned from his 
foray and we started work to build the retaining wall a little higher. 
 

 
 
There was a good supply of rocks, these were put into position and sediment will be packed 
behind the rocks at the next digging session to consolidate the wall. When the rock supply 
was exhausted, it was then that we decided to make our way to the Hunter's satisfied with the 
morning's effort, a little earlier than anticipated but thirsty all the same, and the flies were 
becoming very irritating! 
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13th August 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Jake digging, Tav clearing away, me on the haul and shuttle. Digging was steady so had a 
little time to mess around with the new camera. 
 

 
 
The Tissue (Triphosa dubitata). This species is often seen in caves and is a regular sighting 
in Hallowe'en Rift. 
 
After about 20 loads of rocks and bags were shifted back and stacked in the entrance a 
message came back that there were a couple of largish rocks that required some reduction. 
Jake and Tav came back to clear the spoil out to the surface while I headed up to the end with 
the capping gear. 
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Bags and rock are stacked in the entrance shaft ready to be cleared to the surface. 
 
At the end drilled a total of 5 holes, after each hole was drilled it was then 'capped' and the 
resulting debris cleared to one side ready for the next hole to be drilled. The rocks suitably 
reduced/fractured it was time to pack up and join the others on the surface and to make our 
way, eventually, back up the hill to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
20th August 2016 
 
With Jake and Alex. 
 
Me digging, Jake clearing and Alex doing the haul and shuttle to the entrance. We started off 
by clearing the loose rock debris from last weeks 'capping'. 
 

 
 
Jake's hands are a blur as he shifts back the loose rock debris! 
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Then I got the bar to work levering out the fractured rock that was still in situ. Eventually 
managed to drop two large lumps that required further reduction so asked for the capping gear 
to be sent up. While waiting for the bag to arrive I set into one of the boulders with the lump 
hammer and managed to split the rock. I was surprised to see that it comprised entirely of 
flowstone, the various banding clear evidence for a succession of formation episodes. 
Those rocks cleared I moved forward to clear some loose rock from a narrow rift that had been 
exposed and then detected cool air movement with more open space beyond, not massive 
space but compelling. Much of the blockage in the narrow rift had been caused by detached, 
degrading calcite flowstone. After some effort, a better view was gained and the space c.2 
metres length is looking interesting indeed with a good draught. Jake came forward to have a 
look and confirmed my initial findings.  
 

 
 
Vince reaches forward in the narrow rift to clear out some more of the blockage. 
 
The rift appears to widen to the right-hand side lower down, and it seems like the best way to 
proceed would be to lower the floor half a metre or so. To the right there appears to be some 
large boulders that can be reduced in size and subsequent removal will create working room. 
 

 
 
The way ahead! 
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Time was moving on so tidied up the loose spoil and made our way out to clear what was a 
considerable pile of rock stacked in the entrance. We didn't count the number of skip loads, 
but Jake's back indicated it was c.40-50 and probably the best part of a ton, there were 10 
bags of spoil too. 
 
A sign of the times is when the conversation goes along the lines of [quote from AG] "I've had 
some f*****g good tomatoes this year", gone are those day's when it might have been "I had 
a f*****g good time last night 18 pints and..." 
 
The cave cleared, bags empty, it was time to head back down to the farm, then the rain 
decided to fall. We got changed and headed up to the Hunter's Lodge Inn satisfied with our 
morning’s effort. 
 
31st August 2016 
 
Solo. 
 
I was in Wookey Hole with others on Saturday so didn't make it to Hallowe'en. The rest of the 
team, however, did and had cleared the sediment that was surrounding some large rock 
obstructions.  
 
My task this evening was to start the process of removing these inconveniences using some 
chemical persuasion. It was very pleasant working away drilling the holes, six in total five of 
which were 400mm depth, charged, stemmed and all brought to a satisfying conclusion. 
Should be some debris to shift on Saturday although I will bring along the capping gear just in 
case it's required. 
 
Up to the Hunter's to bid farewell to Snablet, Annette and family who are leaving tomorrow 
after an all too brief visit from New Zealand 
 
3rd September 2016 
 
Jake, Tav, Nick and Matt. 
 
Tav and Jake took turns at the dig face, Tav taking the first stint; I did the hauling; Nick on the 
shuttle with Matt on the surface.  
 

 
 
Nick hauling back a skip loaded with rocks and a bag. 

https://youtu.be/ZC2yz5BnLjY
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I don't think Matt realised just how much work there would be after Wednesday evening's 
blast. Rock and gravel was coming from the dig face at a good rate of knots for over an hour, 
every skip I hauled back was two or more skip loads out to the surface. Some of the larger 
rocks almost overfilled the skip and Nick reduced these in size with some mighty swings of 
the sledgehammer. 
 

 
 
Jake works at loosening another boulder. 
 
At the end, some good forward progress had been achieved and the end still looks interesting. 
Another blast will be required in the week which will increase the working space and allow a 
better look ahead. 
 
Matt looked a little shell shocked at the end of the session but happy. Refreshments at the 
hostelry were well earned today. 
 
6th September 2016 
 
Solo. 
 
A gentle evening trip to drill some holes and apply some rock engineering techniques to widen 
the rift at the present end of Merlin's.  
 
6no. holes drilled, charged and well tamped and task completed in the usual satisfactory 
manner. Should be a good pile of rubble to clear on Saturday. 
 
10th September 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
Vince digging, Nick clearing and loading the skip, Jake hauling and shuttling to the entrance, 
Tav on the surface, in the rain apparently. It was lovely and dry at the end. 
 
Tuesday evening's blast had worked a treat and there was plenty of rubble, comprised of 
lumps of rock and gravel, to shift. There is a large flake of rock, probably half a ton in weight, 
on the left side that is just about loose but realistically is too big to do anything with. This will 
require further attention later. 
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Towards the end of the session I pulled out a large piece of old detached flowstone from the 
narrow rift at the end to reveal what appears to be a clear way forward. A small, draughting 
gap that looks to widen lower down. There's plenty of work to be done before we can access 
it though. I must arrange some supplies and a midweek trip to apply some rock engineering 
techniques. 
 
60 skip loads out to the surface, plus a joint effort to extricate the last lump of conglomerate. 
 
At the Hunter's caught up with John and Ally Beauchamp who are visiting from Australia, 
haven't seen them for about 20 years I reckon. 
 
13th September 2016 
 
Solo. 
 
Mark, the farmer, walked up to the woods with me before going on his way to continue walking 
the dogs. 
 
At the end drilled some holes in the large, detached flake of conglomerate, a few more to 
widen the way lower down, and another in an obstructive rock in the floor. Six were charged, 
well stemmed and the task was completed from a safe distance in the usual satisfactory 
manner.  
 
There should be another large pile of rubble to shift on Saturday. 
 
17th September 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
Jake at the business end, Vince clearing back and loading the skip, Tav on the haul and shuttle 
probably the busiest task of today. 
 
Tuesday's blast had done the trick and there was plenty of rubble to shift. It was a little frantic 
for the first hour or so as rocks and bags of gravel were moved quickly back. Then as digging 
was required it settled down a bit. A message from Tav that the stack of spoil at the entrance 
was approaching the ledge just below the gate. 
 
By the end of the digging session the way ahead (well it's down really) looks good indeed, 
small stones can be heard to rattle down a short distance and there is a good draught. There 
is some more widening required so I must arrange another mid-week trip.  
 
Back at the entrance, Tav had created an impressive stockpile of spoil and it must have been 
an effort to get the last few bags and rocks up to the top. On the surface Tav and Jake rotated 
the hauling - 20 bags, then swap around. 70 skip loads were removed to the surface including 
a couple of boulders in the rock net that needed a joint effort to get them out. 
 
Thirsty work and the refreshments at the Hunter's Lodge Inn were welcome indeed. 
 
A fine digging session! 
 
20th September 2016 

Solo. 
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Drilled some more holes at the current end of Merlin's in the draughting rift to continue the 
widening, starting to trend downwards now. Everything went with a resounding boom. There 
should be rubble to shift on the weekend! 

24th September 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Alex. 
 
Tav had bought along his survey kit so we quickly did a couple of legs from the top of the pot 
to the present dig, total length c.14m and trending N-NW into the hill which is just what we 
want! 
 

 

 
 
Tav re-adjusting his attire after surveying. 
 
Vince digging, clearing away the blast debris, Tav loading the skip with bags and rocks, Jake 
drew the shortest of straws and was on the haul and shuttle with Alex on the surface. 
 
At the end there was plenty of gravel -20 bags of it- and numerous rocks, barred away 
fractured rock from the left-hand wall and in the floor, it was warm work. 
 
As things started to slow down, the blast debris being mostly cleared, I began to pull some 
cobbles and small boulders away from the end of the rift to reveal an open space below. There 
is a drop c.1-1.5m and a continuation of the rift c.2-2.5m and c.0.5-0.7m width. There are 
several loose rocks, most of these appear to be of detached, degraded flowstone and a good 
draught. 
 
While manoeuvring a boulder out of the way my headlight became detached and fell through 
the narrow opening down into the rift, I had to retrieve it. After quite a lot of hammering I 
eventually managed to squeeze into the rift and reached my light, but I couldn't really do or 
see anything else. Must arrange another mid-week visit to widen access into the rift and enable 
the removal of rocks and sediment. 
 
The prospects ahead look good indeed! 
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Digging over, it was time to make our way down to the farm, get changed and up to the debrief 
in the Hunter’s, satisfied with the morning’s effort. 
 
27th September 2016 
 
Solo. 
 
Another peaceful evening spent drilling holes at the current end of Merlin's, can even stand 
up to do it. 7no. holes in total, all charged and well stemmed, all brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion. 
 
There will be rubble to shift on the weekend! 
 
1st October 2016 
 
With Nick, Tav and Jake. 
 
Tav at the sharp end digging, Jake clearing back and loading the skip, Nick on the haul and 
shuttle, Vince on surface duties. 30+ bags and quite a lot of rocks were hauled out.  
When time was available on the surface the retaining wall was heightened, the brambles 
trampled down to make for more spoil dumping space and bags were packed ready for re-use 
underground. 
 
Towards the end of the session went with Nick to have a look at the end, all the small open 
space seen last week had been accessed and more enlargement is now required, I will 
arrange another visit on Tuesday with the supplier. 
 
Still looking encouraging! 
 
4th October 2016 
 
With Roz Simmonds. 
 
At the current end of Merlin's passage managed to get 6 and a bit holes drilled. This after 
some early excitement when a drill bit snapped leaving a stub jammed in the chuck. 
Eventually, following a god deal of cussing and grumbling the stub was extricated and drilling 
progressed.  
 
Roz took some photo's, some were ok. 
 
All things done and dusted we made our way out. There will, again be rubble to shift at the 
weekend. 
 
9th October 2016 
 
With Jake and Nick. 
 
Jake doing the digging, Nick clearing back and loading the skip, my turn on the haul and 
shuttle, it was relentless and very warm and sweaty work. By the end of the digging session I 
had to climb nearly out of the entrance to add more spoil to the stockpile that was awaiting 
removal to the surface. I didn't have any time to break up the larger boulders and these are 
lined up at the bottom of the pile. Tuesday’s effort had been a success. 
 
After the rush, I went along to the end to see what further rock engineering was required. It's 
getting steadily deeper and longer at the current end of Merlin's. We could still excavate loose 
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sediment from the base of the dig, but more widening is necessary and there is a large flake 
of rock impeding downward progress. 
 
21 bags were removed and emptied on the surface, but time was moving on and it's early 
closing on a Sunday at the Hunter's. Because of this much of the spoil remains stacked in the 
entrance and will be removed, probably on Tuesday evening when Jake, Tav and possibly 
Nick intend to accompany me and clear out while I drill. 
 

 
 
Another excellent session! 
 
11th October 2016 
 
With Tav and Jake, later joined by Nick who had been delayed by a late train. 
 
While I planned to apply some rock engineering to the end the rest of the team were to set 
about clearing the remaining spoil from Sunday's session. Tav gave me a hand to carry the 
kit up to Merlin's before returning to the entrance. 
 
7no. holes drilled - 3no. either side if the rift and 1no. in a large rock flake in the floor. Tav 
returned just as I was charging the last hole, so I packed away the drill and he took that out 
for me. That left me to tidy up the loose end and connect the wires then I made my way out 
laying the wire as I went. It was all brought to a satisfactory conclusion, the entrance clear of 
spoil we made our way down the hill to the farm, followed by the usual debrief at the Hunter's 
Lodge Inn. 
 
There will be more rubble to shift at the weekend. 
 
15th October 2016 
 
With Nick, Tav and Jake. 
 
As we walked up to the cave I joked "Nick have you walked all the way up here without your 
hat"...only to realise that I had done exactly that! Jake saved my embarrassment by lending 
me his hat as he was on surface duties this weekend. 
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At the end, there was plenty of rubble to shift. Nick was digging, I was clearing back loading 
the skips, Tav on the haul and shuttle, Jake on the surface in the warm October sunshine 
building walls. It was warm work, and the progress is quite impressive, the rift is c.4.0-4.5m 
deep, c.4m length and heading north as well as downwards, there is air movement. At the end 
of the session there is a small gap under the left (west) wall that appears to continue north. 
Some more rock engineering is required. 
 
72no. skip loads to the surface comprising rocks and gravel filled bags, including some rather 
large boulders that wouldn't succumb to the sledge, averaging about 15kg per load – well, 
work it out for yourselves! 
 
Pub time. 
 
17th October 2016 
 
Solo. 
 
At the current end of Merlin’s drilled 7no. holes – 3no. on either side and 1no. in a large flake 
of flowstone in the floor, all prep work done, retired to a safe distance, made some loud noise, 
the cave shook! There will be rubble for the weekend. 
 
22nd October 2016 
 
With Tav and Nick. 
 
My turn to dig, Tav clearing back, and Nick on the haul and shuttle. Monday's blast had the 
desired effect and there was a good pile of rock, gravel and finer sediment to be removed. 
The new skip was put into immediate use as there is quite a distance between the dig face 
and up the slope to the skip loading position, Tav has renamed this 'haul and shuttle 2', there 
are no easier positions now. 
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There is an interesting deposit of calcified sediment filling a narrow fissure. The sediment filled 
the fissure and carbonate rich water seeped through the sediment becoming calcified. Looking 
at it closely it is possible to see that the sediment was slowly oozing down the fissure before 
solidifying. 
 
Filled about 30 bags of gravel and finer sediment, shifted a lot of rock and eventually cleared 
the dig ready for another midweek trip to create more rubble. There is some fractured rock 
that will need some encouragement to bring it down too. At the end of the clearance session 
both Tav and Nick came to inspect the way ahead. There is a narrow rift going down perhaps 
0.7m depth from where the draught is emanating, the gap seems to widen below a block of 
conglomerate. This opening appears to align north/south. 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, we had spent so much time clearing the end there wasn't time to clear the 
entrance. Perhaps we can get this out during the week when I am applying rock engineering 
techniques at the end of Merlin's. 
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Another interesting bit of rock. The calcite bands at lower end of this sample are beginning to 
degrade while the upper bands are still competent, the mid-section is a mixture of degrading 
and competent bands. the bands are very thin and many of the layer’s upper surface stained 
red probably from sediment flow. 
 
27th October 2016 
 
With Tav. Unfortunately, Jake and the Grampian team were delayed too long in Reservoir hole 
and couldn't make it. 
 
We went straight up to the current end of Merlin's to get the rock engineering done. 6no. holes 
this time; 2no. in fractured rock overhead, 1no. in the rift going north, and 3no. in flake of rock 
in the floor. It didn't take too long and we soon back at the entrance. Before setting the charge 
off we decided to shift a couple of dozen loads of spoil up to the surface, mostly bags but a 
few rocks too. 
 
Job done we headed down to the farm where we spent some time chatting to Mark, the farmer. 
At a local, well known hostelry we met up with Jake and co. and a jolly time was had by all! 
 
29th October 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav, Nick, Matt and from the Grampian - Colin, Frazer and Ian. We were joined 
later by Tangent. 
 
Tav digging ably assisted by Nick and Ian; Matt doing the hauling; Jake shuttling and loading 
the skips to the surface; Vince above ground with Colin and Frazer, who was a little worse for 
wear following a rather heavy day yesterday. 
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The first task of the day was to remove the spoil left from last weekend, this done Jake started 
to clear the pile that Matt was accruing coming from the digging end. 
Then Jake sent the sledge up to the end when it had been requested, this was soon followed 
by some enormous boulders being rolled out of the cave. These easily weighed between 30kg 
to 50kg and the net was needed along with a joint effort to get them up to the surface. 
 
When most of the work had been done, Tangent turned up, taking a detour from pedalling up 
the hill to the Hunter's to say hello to the Grampian contingent. I then went along to the end 
with Colin, don't know what happened to Frazer. 
 

 
 
There's a rather large space at the end now which should not be a surprise after the quantity 
of spoil shifted today. There is a good solid wall on the west side but the rock flake in the floor 
will need some attention, so another mid-week trip is necessary. 
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Another fine digging session with our digging chums from north of the border. Time to go to 
the pub. 
 

 
 
 
1st November 2016 
 
Solo. 
 
6no. holes drilled into the rock flakes in the floor. Much of the rock is already fractured so the 
drilling took some thinking about. It will likely require some exerted effort to get at all the broken 
rock [and sediment too]. As usual retired to a safe distance and all sounded good, leaves 
fluttered down into the entrance. 
 
5th November 2016 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
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Jake digging, Vince hauling and loading the skip, Tav doing the haul and shuttle. As expected, 
after the initial clearance of rock debris, there was a lot of sediment to excavate to get to the 
remaining fractured rock. Progress was at a good steady pace and it was warm work. 
 
Towards the end of the session Jake and Vince swapped places. A few more bags were filled 
before attention was paid to some fractured rock overhead and, after a little persuasion this 
was brought crashing down. Another heavyweight rock was man-handled up the slope and 
while Jake rolled the rock down to Tav, Vince reduced the other pieces to skip size with some 
swinging of the sledgehammer - there is that much space at the end. 
 
About 45 bags were filled and plenty of rock was shifted, all stacked neatly in the entrance by 
Tav, who had to climb up to the ledge to place the last few skip loads, here the spoil will remain 
until Tuesday evening. At the dig, there is still more fractured rock to remove but this, needs 
digging out, so no rock engineering will be necessary in the coming week. 
 
Satisfied with the effort, the gate was locked, and we made our way down to the farm to 
change. Then up to the Hunter's for some well-earned refreshment and discussion of plans 
for the week ahead. 
 
8th November 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
A rainy evening trip to clear the spoil left stacked in the entrance on Saturday. 
 
Tav loading the skips, Jake and Vince on the surface hauling and emptying the skip. 51 bags 
up to the surface and emptied, 27skip loads of rock and 1 heavyweight rock in the net.  
Everything cleared ready for Saturday's session. 
 
It didn't take too long, and we were soon sat in the pub, a little bit too early really. 
 
12th November 2016 
 
With Nick and Tav. 
 
Me digging, Tav hauling and loading skips, Nick doing the haul and shuttle. 
 
A bit of a slow start while I tried to dig around and pry out the fractured rock in the floor. Tav 
started to make some adjustments to the haul slope which meant that I had a constant shower 
of debris which was okay just as long as I didn't look up. 
 
When I eventually coaxed one piece of the fractured rock free the rest came a little more easily 
and Nick had something to do. It was warm work digging. 
 
Working at loosening the shattered rock and flowstone to the north side of the dig I got the 
long bar behind a lump and prised it free to reveal a small space beyond. A large lump of rock 
in the floor needed a reduction in size so got the drill out and capped it. Then after some sledge 
work and leverage with the long bar it was out, cleared away the remaining debris and the 
space opened some more. 
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I got my head into a narrow opening and could see about 2 or 3 metres to the west and about 
a metre to the east, there is some air movement, the narrow fissure or rift is partially filled with 
sediment, the usual reddish-brown silty sand. The team came down to have a look. 
We cleared some of the loose rock, but there is still more rock to dig out of the floor and it then 
seems to be sediment to excavate. At the entrance is a pile of rocks and bags that will remain 
until Tuesday evening, another excuse to go the pub and it was fast approaching that time 
now.  
 
We made our way down the hill to the farm, then up to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
15th November 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
It was a foggy night, we mooched up the hill but didn't quite locate the stile and had to search 
for it - just for a few moments! 
 
On arrival at Hallowe’en Rift, Jake, Tav and myself set about clearing the spoil left over at the 
weekend from the entrance while Nick headed up to the dig to wrestle the fractured rock there 
free from the sediment. 
 
There were 60 skip loads of spoil removed from the entrance and one frog, but I'm not sure 
that the frog didn't return as I saw one just like it, disappear, into a small gap between some 
rocks. 
 
While Tav emptied the bags out on the surface Jake and I headed up to the end of Merlin's to 
free Nick from a surplus of rock debris and bags. Jake clearing and loading the skips while I 
was on the haul and shuttle. Another 15 skip loads out to the surface and we decided to call 
it a day. The fractured rock, however, remains, somewhat depleted but still there, a job for 
Saturday with the drill and caps! 
 
As we walked down to the farm it was raining steadily. 
 
19th November 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Pete Bolt. 
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I tried out a new plastic oversuit I had purchased online for £25. It was okay but the wearing 
of two long sleeved thermal T's was an error, I was very warm. 
 
Anyway, at the sharp end, while I drilled and 'capped' the obstructing rock in the floor of the 
dig, Tav fettled the skip run, Pete was clearing away and loading the skip to Jake, who was 
on the haul and shuttle. 
 
Interestingly I found that dolomitic conglomerate boulder split better using double black 
cartridges whereas comparable sized boulders of limestone can be split using just a single 
black cartridge. The split boulder of 'dol cong' required some chisel and bar work to extricate 
it from the sediment but the task was completed. I swapped places with Tav and he started to 
fill bags with sediment while I set about using more rock splitting technique to remove a couple 
of stubborn obstructions along the skip run. 
 
That done, we cleared the stack of bags that Tav had steadily accumulated. Tav carried on 
digging for a little longer and it was quite late, by our usual standards, when we decided to 
finish the session. There is a very neat stack of bags and rock in the entrance ready for clearing 
mid-week. 
 
The helmet mounted video camera (SJ4000) that I had thought to try out was not a complete 
success - I guess I should have turned it on properly as I discovered during a quiet moment 
between hauling skips. 
 
22nd November 2016 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
It's been a tad damp over the past few days; I got a report of Chamber's 3 and 20 in Wookey 
Hole flooding, the wettest seen in 20 years and as I drove past Gough's Cave in Cheddar this 
morning that too, was spewing torrents of water. How this has affected Hallowe'en Rift we 
shall find out soon. 
 
But first, there's the pile of bags and rock in the entrance to clear. Tav and I on the surface 
sharing the hauling with Jake loading the skips. 61 skip loads out to the surface and while Tav 
volunteered to empty the bags Jake and I headed off to the end to dig some more. 
 
There were a couple of small puddles along the approach, just damp enough to ease the 
passage of the skip, at the dig it was dry. Jake set about filling bags and I hauled them up the 
slope, stockpiled a few loads before Tav arrived at the haul and shuttle. 
 
Another 25 skip loads were removed to the surface, bags hung up on the line and we were 
done. 
 
24th November 2016 
 
Solo 
 
It was very windy walking up across the field, cold too coming from the east. 
 
Along to the current end of Merlin's to drill some holes, heading west following a narrow, 
partially sediment filled fissure from the lowest point in the rift. 7 holes were drilled, 6 for the 
ready prepared charges and an extra for the bunched trimmings. Retired to a safe distance 
and all sounded good! 
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26th November 2016 
 
With Jake, Nick and Matt. 
 
Vince doing the digging bit, Matt hauling up the rift, Jake started on the shuttle but came up to 
load the skips, Nick did the haul and shuttle. 
 
The bang had a reasonable effect and there was plenty of fractured rock to move, would have 
been better but one of the holes blew out, but I might have loosened it when I slipped while 
climbing out of the rift, would have been spot on had it gone. 
 
Once the rock was cleared the sediment comprises silty sand and some fine gravel, there is 
the occasional piece of fragmented ancient flowstone within the sediment. Most of the time I 
was sat down and shovelling spoil into the bags. Now the way ahead has been cleared of 
some sediment it appears we are starting to follow a phreatic partially sediment filled tube, 
that is about 1.25m wide at the base and about 0.6m in height. There is a solid rock floor. The 
hardest part is loading the bags and rock into the skip, the step up is a couple of metres. I was 
rather warm in my plastic suit. 
 
The bags and rocks shifted today and stacked in the entrance will be cleared out on Tuesday 
evening when I will be drilling some more holes. We will probably fill a few more bags of 
sediment too. 
 
I got the video camera working but need to sort out the footage, it stopped when the battery 
died after about 1.75hrs and on 10-minute cyclic record there's a lot of editing to be done.  
 
29th November 2016 
 
With Nick, Tav and Jake. 
 
A cold evening with an easterly wind, but the sky was clear, and we had a fantastic view of 
the stars. 
 
Underground it was quite a bit warmer. As I drilled the holes to continue the passage 
expansion at the bottom of the rift at the current end of Merlin's the rest of the team filled more 
bags. Nick digging, Tav hauling up the slope and loading the skip to Jake, who was on the 
haul and shuttle. When I had finished the holes Nick, Tav and Jake went to the entrance to 
clear the spoil that was stacked there - 75 skip loads of bags and rock out to the surface. 
 
Meanwhile I had completed my task and it was time to lock up and make our way off the hill. 
It wasn't too long before we were warming up in the Hunter's Lodge Inn.  
 
3rd December 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
Three ventured to the end of Merlin's; Jake digging, Nick hauling up the slope and Tav loading 
the skip. 'Billy No Mates' was left behind on the haul and shuttle where the feint sound of 
friendly banter coming from the end was just about audible, too distant for 'Billy' to take part. 
 
'Billy' had to make his own entertainment and set about constructing a 'Tower of Power' leading 
up towards the light. There is an impressive stack of bags and rock in the entrance that 
reaches the ledge just below the gate. Getting the last few bags to the top required some 
effort. 
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Eventually, the three returned from the end bringing with them the 'holy' rock, and the four 
were reunited. The 'tower' was to be left until Tuesday evening when it will be de-constructed, 
and the bags spread upon the heap of spoil. More bags will probably be filled too. 
 
The four then left the cave to gaze in awe at the 'holy' rock in a place of reverence high on the 
enchanted hill. The rock type is still a matter of discussion to be concluded later when it will 
cut in half to reveal its inner secrets. 
 
6th December 2016 
 
With Nick, Tav and Jake. 
 
I was dispatched to the end to fill more bags while the others cleared the bags left from 
Saturday - I sense a theme going on here! 
 
At the end, I cleared away the last large deposit of sediment from the base of the rift before 
working to the west and forward. It wasn't too long before Jake arrived to start clearing the 
backlog of bags and, there were some rocks. The way forward looks tantalising, but some 
rock engineering will need to be applied beforehand, still plenty of sediment to dig though. 
 
Whilst bags were being filled Nick decided to drop down the pot and go along Toil and Trouble 
to the T Junction and beyond to see if we could establish an audible connection, we couldn't 
so we were satisfied with that outcome.  
 
It was all too soon time to clear out the filled bags and rocks to the surface. It had been a 
productive evening; earlier 84 skip loads of bags and rock had been hauled out followed by 
tonight's effort of a further 26 skip loads, a total of 110 loads out to the surface. 
 
At the Hunter's a token gesture towards the festive season was a few rounds of spoof to fill 
the Christmas draw sheet. 
 
The rock! Well, that turned out to be limestone with an oxidised coating. 
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10th December 2016 
 
With Jake, Nick and Alex. 
 
On the way down the Old Bristol Road we dropped Alex off at Ivy Cottage as he wanted to 
walk along the hillside to Hallowe'en Rift, the rest of us continued to the farm where we 
changed and made our way up to the cave. 
 
At the end of Merlin’s Nick was digging, I was clearing away the filled bags and rocks placing 
them into the skip for Jake to haul them up the slope. When we had amassed a good pile of 
bags and rocks, I went up the slope while Jake went back to the haul and shuttle, Nick 
continued digging. Alex had turned up at the entrance and was busying himself adding to the 
drystone wall. The filled bags were emptied, then Jake and I went back to clear the next pile 
Nick had created. Repeated the procedure. 
 

 
 
When that stack had been cleared away Jake remained on the haul and shuttle. Nick loaded 
the skip at the bottom while I hauled it up the slope and loaded the bags and rocks into the 
next skip for Jake to haul and shuttle to the entrance. Eventually the pace slowed, and I took 
the opportunity to take a good look at the end. 
 

 



dighalloween  

141 

 

There is clear layering in the sediments. Above the dolomitic conglomerate there is a layer (A) 
comprising very compact red silty clay that has a base load of gravel in small pockets, some 
of the gravel is rounded with an oxidised coating perhaps suggestive of stream flow. At the 
top of (A) is a layer of degraded, fragmented flowstone (B), possibly this once sealed (A). 
Above this (C) compact, sometimes loosely compacted, silty sand that appears yellow brown 
in underground lighting. It is red brown on the surface but has been mixed with (A).  
 

 
 
Ahead c.2.5m the open fissure gains height and appears a bit wider, and there is good air 
movement. The fissure is, currently, heading in a westerly direction. The prospects seem to 
be encouraging. 
 
We thought it might have been a bit slower digging today but still managed to shift 58 bags 
and several skip-loads of rock out to the surface. The entrance is clear of bags, the benefit of 
an extra pair of hands at the surface, so no reason for a midweek trip. We'll probably go into 
Wookey Hole instead and continue the wall building there. 
 
To the pub in some fine Mendip 'sunshine'. 
 
17th December 2016 
 
With Jake, Tav, Nick and Alex. 
 
My turn to do the digging, which was a tad awkward this session, edging forward along a 
barely body sized fissure, loosening the spoil, then dragging it back to where there was enough 
space to bag it up for Jake to clear away. 
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Jake was filling some bags too, cleaning off the ledges on the slope. Tav was at the top, 
hauling the skip up the slope, then transferring the load to another skip down to Nick on the 
haul and shuttle. Nick had remained on the surface for a short time to carry out some wall 
building. Alex had gone off to do his own thing for a while before coming over to Hallowe'en 
Rift to help clear out the bags and rocks to the surface, 50 loads in total (46 bags and 4 skip 
loads of rocks). 
 
The rocks had come from a large flake that I had removed with the hammer and chisel after 
Jake had pointed out a fracture, its removal made digging a lot easier. 
 
The way ahead is looking very interesting indeed. The fissure gradually widens, and looks just 
about body sized, well, after the sediment is removed of course. It appears to widen more 
about 4-metres further on and looks to turn to the right (north), the air movement is good and 
fresh. The fissure gains some height and about 500mm above the sediment the remnants of 
a former false floor can be seen. 
 
There is still a need for some rock removal to ease forward progress and to improve the 
removal of spoil. Hopefully, I'll be able to get that done in the coming week. 
 
Another very satisfying session. 
 
 
20th December 2016 
 
Solo. Roz was going to join me, but more pressing matters put an end to that. 
 
At the end drilled 6no. holes plus a shorter one for the trimmings. The aim is to give some 
more height and width concentrated on the left-hand side of the fissure. I couldn't resist a little 
peek along the fissure using a beamed light rather than a diffuse one, it does look very enticing. 
Just a bit more work to get there is required. 
 
Laid out the wire and everything sounded good, ready for a return on Thursday evening to 
move the debris and continue with the expansion works. 
 
22nd December 2016 
 
With Roz. 



dighalloween  

143 

 

And behold, there was rock! 
 

 
 
The first task of the evening was to shift the rock debris out of the way. I went ahead to drag 
the rock back, breaking the larger pieces with the lump hammer, and passing the rocks bac to 
Roz who stacked it all at the base of the rift [pot], ready to be cleared out on Saturday. 
Then the next task for the evening. 
 

 
 
While I started to drill the holes, Roz bagged some of the smaller sized gravel to add to the 
stack of rocks. 6no. holes plus another for the trimmings, all well stemmed, retired to a safe 
distance, everything sounded good. 
 
Locked the cave and departed. There will plenty of work for the weekend. 
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24th December 2016 
 
With Tav, Nick and Alex. 
 
Tav down at the bottom of the rift [pot] clearing the rock debris and loading the skips to Nick 
who, was hauling the skips up the slope and transferring the load to the next skip. I was on 
the haul and shuttle, pulling the skip from Nick, loading the bags and rocks into another skip 
and dragging that to the entrance where Alex was on the surface waiting to haul up the spoil. 
It was two and a half hours of non-stop action, there was a lot of rock shifted, Alex lost count, 
but the estimate was at least 80 loads, Alex even managed to get some rocks added to the 
wall. 
At the end, it's clear ready for the next application of rock engineering technology, hopefully, 
this will enable more of the sediment to be removed from the fissure and more forward 
progress can be achieved. It is so tantalising. 
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27th December 2016 
 
With Roz 
 
After a rather leisurely morning sorting out the necessities, we arrived a bit later than 
anticipated at the farm. We quickly changed ad headed across the fields to the cave entrance. 
 
At the end of Merlin's, I didn't spend much time with the hammer and chisel but got on with 
drilling the holes. 
 

 
 
A total of 6no. holes with quite a widespread to exploit some cracks that were visible. The task 
was completed relatively quickly, and we made it to the Hunter's with plenty of time to spare. 
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31st December 2016 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav for the last digging session of 2016. 
 
Nick's turn up front to clear the rock debris and continue the digging, my job was to haul the 
loaded skip up the slope and transfer the load to the next skip down to Jake, on the haul and 
shuttle run to the entrance. Tav was on surface duties this weekend, hauling up the bags and 
emptying them and distributing the rock debris on the ever-growing spoil heap. 
 
At the start of the session, while Jake attached a new skip, I went down to join Nick and 
reduced a large boulder of dolomitic conglomerate into more manageable, skip sized pieces 
with the sledgehammer. 
 

 
 
After we had shifted all the rock debris out to the surface, Nick started to dig out some of the 
sediment that blocks the way forward. To ease this process, we all moved forward, as Nick 
filled a bag, I removed it and loaded it into the skip, Jake hauled it up the slope, loaded the 
other skip to Tav, now on the haul and shuttle. This was a bit unfortunate for Tav who had 
decided that he wouldn't require any kneepads as he was on surface duties. 
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When all the bags had been filled, Jake came down to look at the progress and to peer into 
the space beyond. 
 
There was now a pile of bags and rock in the entrance ready to be cleared out and emptied. 
That done, the cave was secured and tidy, ready for the next session in the new year. 
Hopefully, I can get something sorted for a midweek foray. 
 

 
 
A crystal filled geode recovered from this week’s spoil. 
 
3rd January 2017 
 
With Roz. The first trip of the New Year. 
 
After a wet and miserable day on Sunday 1st, there are several puddles along the approach 
passage and some drips elsewhere in the cave. 
 
At the furthest reaches in Merlin's, still heading west, into more open space beyond, so near 
and yet... 
 
Drilled a total of 6no. holes plus an extra for the trimmings, these were split into two groups of 
three. One group was placed as far forward as I could drill, just beyond a natural joint in the 
rock; the second group, including the trimmings, was placed to create more space to ease 
future digging operations. These groups were about a metre apart so two detonators were 
used. Everything was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 
The plan is to return on Thursday evening and continue the rock engineering process. 
 
5th January 2017 
 
With Jake and Tav. 
 
On arrival at the current end of Merlin's, it was evident that Tuesday evening's effort had been 
successful and there was a pile of rock to shift before any drilling could be done. I passed the 
larger lumps of rock back to Jake, the biggest of these were then reduced to skip size with the 
sledgehammer. Tav was at the top of the slope, hauling up the skip and stockpiling the rocks 
and bags. I pushed much of the smaller cobbles and gravel to one side, this will be bagged 
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later. probably on the weekend. Ahead, the passage looks caveable and we should be able 
to gain access on Saturday. 
 
When enough space was cleared to drill, Jake and Tav began to move the spoil stockpile to 
the entrance. Six holes were drilled, charged and well stemmed. As I was about to lay out the 
wire Tav and Jake were just about clear, so good timing. 
 
Everything was brought to a satisfactory conclusion and we were all done for the evening. It 
will be a busy morning on Saturday. 
 
7th January 2017 
 
With Jake, Nick and Matt. 
 
On arrival at the end, the way ahead was now obstructed by a pile of rock, Thursday's effort 
had been effective. 
 

 
 
I was upfront, Jake cleared away and loaded the skip, Matt hauled it up the slope and Nick 
was on the haul and shuttle. 
 
I started to clear away the larger of the lumps of rock, reducing them in size with the lump 
hammer, as necessary. Beforehand, we had sorted out a skip making the clearing of 
fragmented rock easier. It wasn't too long before we had cleared enough to squeeze forward 
into the open space beyond. 
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With just a bit more digging, I was through. I am going to claim the term 'micro-breakthrough'. 
About 3-metres length, a vertical range 1.5 to 2-metres (there is some sediment to be 
removed). There was enough space for me to, just about, stand, and after clearing away a 
few lumps of degraded calcite and assorted stones out of the way, could peer into another 
c.2-metres of [probably] caveable passage, but access is too constricted. It's heading c.NE 
and air movement is good. The removal of a block of conglomerate should enable a better 
look ahead but clearing the pile of spoil already created is the priority. 
 

 
 
Jake and Nick both came forward to look at the prospects, and Matt came down to the end 
too.  
 
Then we returned to the task of clearing spoil. I bagged up the gravel and sediment, while the 
others moved the stockpile of rock to the entrance. 
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There is a lot of spoil to clear out of the cave, plenty to keep us busy for the next few sessions. 
 
10th January 2017 
 
With Tav and Nick. 
 
Tav went along to the end to have a look and to take some bearings, while Nick and I were 
busy clearing some of the backlog of spoil in the entrance. 
 
When Tav returned, there followed some discussion. The fissure we followed from the bottom 
of the rift [pot], as we thought, heads west and the lead we accessed is trending north-
northeast, which is just what we wanted. 
 
We decided to all go up to the end and clear the bags that were stashed there. After some 
persistent rain yesterday, there are drips in several places and the passages have become 
lubricated, this does make the skips progress easier, but it is becoming muddier. 
 
When the bags and rock were cleared from the end, it was back to the entrance and cleared 
that; 50 bags and about 80 loads of rock in total to the surface. 
 
We needed some refreshment! 
 
12th January 2017 
 
With Nick. 
 
A covering of snow on top of the hill. 
 
At the business end of Hallowe'en Rift, Nick filled two dozen bags with sediment, I cleared. 
There's room to put the mattock to good use. We, then, changed places and I filled 20 or so 
bags, until time ran out. 
 
All the bags are at the top of the slope, it was a rather snug fit passing them. 
 
There are several puddles below strong drips after today's rain. 
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14th January 2017 
 
With Matt, Nick, Jake and Tav. 
 
Jake set off for the end to get on with the digging, Tav followed on, stopping at the top of the 
slope to load the skip and shift the stockpile of bags there. Matt settled down at Stal Bend to 
haul the loaded skip, while Nick was shuttling bags to the entrance. I was on the surface 
hauling the bags and rocks out of the cave. 
 
It was a very pleasant morning too, warm in the sunshine and sheltered from the breeze. 
 
At first, there was a rush of bags and rocks, eventually though, the pace slackened, and I 
could empty the bags. Several bags had come to the end of their usefulness and these, were 
given a fitting burial in the spoil heap. 
 
Jake and Tav had alternated the digging, the result was a spurt of bags and rock towards the 
end of today's session. Thankfully, everyone had moved back and there was help on the 
surface. About 100 loads were brought out of the cave and added to the ever-burgeoning spoil 
heap. 
 
17th January 2017 
 
With Jake. 
 
The focus of this evening's trip was the application of some rock engineering techniques to try 
and open access to the north and to widen the fissure a bit more. 
 
While I was drilling holes, Jake got to work with the mattock, filled some bags and removed 
some hefty flakes of rock and degraded flowstone. Eventually, Jake had to cease digging 
because he was undermining, my now, precarious position. 
 
Six holes plus an extra for the trimmings were drilled; these were split into two groups, 4 holes 
on the north side to remove some blocks of rock to open the access to that side and, 3 holes 
on the south side to remove a bulge and widen the route a little. 
 
Everything brought to a satisfactory conclusion, the sound of falling rocks could be heard in 
the distance. Could be interesting on Thursday evening. 
 
19th January 2017 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. 
 
Tuesday evening's effort had been a success, the way ahead blocked, temporarily, by a pile 
of fractured rock and gravel. 
 
I began the task of clearing the debris out of the way, Nick was at the bottom of the slope 
loading the skip to Tav, who was at the top. Jake was on the haul and shuttle, stacking the 
rocks and bags in the entrance ready for removal on Saturday. 
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Some of the fractured rock required a bit of persuasion, but most of it was moved out of the 
way to give a view of the potential way forward. There is still quite a bit of loose rock and gravel 
on the floor to be shifted out of the way, another job for Saturday. 
 
At the end of the session, both Nick and Tav came forward to have a look, the consensus was, 
we need to dig some more.  
 
Another busy Saturday session for us.  
 
21st January 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Nick, Matt and a first-time trip for Jonathon Riley. 
 
Jake opted for surface duty this session, I was on the shuttle, and later the haul and shuttle 
when Matt went up to the surface to empty bags, Tav, was in a busy spot, top of the slope, 
hauling the skip up and transferring the load to the drag tray down to Matt. Nick was upfront 
digging and filling bags, Jon clearing away and loading the skip to Tav. 
 
The first job for Jake and I, was to clear the backlog of rocks and bags left stacked in the 
entrance on Thursday evening; 60+ loads out to the surface. 
 
I looked o up to the surface and thought to myself, should have brought the camera, lovely 
blue sky seen through an ash tree, and framed by the entrance of Hallowe'en Rift. 
 
When the entrance was cleared, I went to clear the pile of bags and rock that Matt had accrued. 
It was a full-on effort for an hour and a half. Eventually, things settled down, Matt went out to 
empty bags, and I took over the haul and shuttle. Another 70+ loads of rocks and bags were 
cleared out to the surface. Another good session. 
 
24th January 2017 
 
With Nick. 
 
I did the digging, Nick cleared away the bags and rock, up the slope and stacked the spoil at 
the top, ready for removal later. 
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I concentrated the digging effort to the north side of the fissure, where air movement can be 
detected. Removed a lot of rocks, a mixture of conglomerate and degraded calcite flowstone, 
some were quite large, and filled bags with sediment. There is still plenty to come out before 
a clear idea of how this will develop can be made. 
 
How time flies when you are enjoying yourself, all too soon, it was time to depart. 
 
28th January 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Matt and Nick. 
 
Jake was at the sharp end, filling bags and shifting rocks, Jonathon clearing away. I was 
positioned at the top of the slope, loading skips to Matt, on the haul and shuttle. Nick was on 
the surface but, also helped Matt with the haul and shuttle duties. 
 

 
 
First, there was a backlog of spoil that Nick and I had dug on Tuesday evening to move out of 
the cave; about 30 bags plus an assortment of rocks. While this was done, Jonathon piled 
today's spoil at the base of the slope. 
 
When Tuesday's stuff was cleared, we set about moving today's pile out. No-one was counting 
really, but it must have been another 50 bags plus several loads of rock, some of them quite 
large. 
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At the end of the digging session, Jonathon and I went to look at the end. After a couple of 
hours full-on digging effort, the air was clear and fresh, and the chamber is getting bigger. 
There is, air movement, from the north and/or north-east side. 
 
Still more to be dug out though! 
 
Cave cleared and secured; it was time for some refreshments. 
 
31st January 2017 
 
With Jake. 
 
I couldn't believe it, stung by a wasp in January. I had decided to retrieve a long unused 
oversuit from the horsebox. When getting ready to put it on, I noticed a wasp on the cabin 
floor, then another was seen, and as I slid my arm into the oversuit, a third was located. I didn't 
survive after the first sting, some vigorous patting of the arm, followed by a digging trip. As for 
the oversuit, I won't be wearing that one again, far too tight, like trying to cave in a strait jacket, 
restrictive and very uncomfortable. 
 
At the end of Merlin's Jake and I took it in turns to fill forty or so bags, plus a few rocks. Most 
of the spoil is at the top of the slope. Jake ended the session by loosening a large boulder into 
the way forward. This will need capping next session before much progress can be made. 
 
Quite a strong drip in the cave this evening and the puddles were noticeably deeper in places. 
 
4th February 2017 
 
With Nick, Jonathon, Matt and Jake. 
 
While I headed off to the end of Merlin's, the rest of the team set about clearing the 40 bags 
plus rocks left from Tuesday evening. 
 
At Merlin's, the rock barring progress was reduced to smaller, manageable pieces by capping. 
Then, I removed a 'nose' of rock that enabled another boulder to be moved to a position, where 
that could be split. Job done, packed away the capping kit and sent it out to the surface. I was 
then, able to start filling bags. 
 
There is enough space to stand up and swing the mattock, loosening a matrix of fine sediments 
with clastic material consisting of cobbles and boulders of conglomerate and degraded calcite 
flowstone. It is a bit claggy due to a persistent drip of water; it has been quite wet lately. 
 
Progress to the north-north-east follows a narrow partially filled rift, that cut's down from a low 
bedding, classic T shaped development. It's c.2.5 to 3-metres high and after a pinch point, 
appears to widen to c.0.75-metres. There is, of course plenty of spoil to shift. 
 
All too soon, it was time to shift back and help clear the last few bags and rocks out to the 
surface. 
 
At the surface, Jake had found time to add considerably to the retaining wall. We are not short 
of building stones, and some of the sloppier bags of spoil, are a good substitute for mortar. 
 
11th February 2017 
 
With Tav, Nick, Jonathon and Matt. 
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I was ready for the surface duties but, Tav opted for that position, on the grounds, that he had 
dug on Thursday evening. I did the haul and shuttle again, Jonathon was at the top of the 
slope, Matt at the bottom, clearing away the filled bags from Nick, who was digging today. 
 
I'd brought along another 'pick' to make the removal of the rocky fill easier, the steady flow of 
bags out, suggested it did the job. 
 
On the surface, Tav busied himself by working on the retaining wall. He cut back the scrubby 
undergrowth to enable the wall baseline to be completed. I, too, spent a short time adding to 
the wall before going underground to clear the backlog of bags. 
 
The skip was worn out so had to be replaced, this took quite a time as the haul ropes needed 
some adjustment. Then, just as we had got underway again, one of the boards on the bridge 
over the pot moved, causing the skip to jam, so had to sort that out.  
 
At the end of the session, over 50 bags plus some rocks were cleared out to the surface. 
Another fine session was concluded, and we made our way down to the farm to get changed, 
and head up to the pub. 
 
14th February 2014 
 
My funny valentines! 
 
Solo. 
 
A mild evening, with some low cloud, as I walked up to Hallowe'en Rift, I caught sight of a bat 
in the light from my torch, flying low across the field. 
 
I dragged the bags to the end of Merlin's, it was damp and muddy along the way, puddles in 
places. At the end I tidied away some tools, cleaned some mud from the walls, and decided 
on a strategy. 
 
Six holes [plus an extra one for the trimmings, later] split into two equal groups, on either side 
of the passage. On the right side, to take off a 'nose' of rock and, to the left, to widen the 
passage, to make forward progress easier. There is an abundance of good tamp available. 
 
It was a tad awkward on the return to the entrance, dragging two bags and laying the wire. No 
matter, the evening was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. I exited the cave and made my 
way back to the farm. 
 
16th February 2017 
 
With Roz and Tav. 
 
The plan was to clear the rock debris created by Tuesday evening's effort. 
 
On the way-up to the current end of Merlin's, I reeled in the wire and left it high, dry and out of 
the way. Tuesday's rock engineering had the required effect, the 'nose' of rock was gone, and 
the passage was wider. There was, also, a pile of rock to shift that included some larger lumps 
needing further reduction. A substantial lump would not succumb to some hefty whacks from 
the sledge, so that was moved to a place where it could be capped, and the digging effort not 
disrupted. It was, later joined by an equally large lump. 
 
When all the larger lumps of rock had been cleared away, Tav and Roz came up to the end 
and had a good look at the potential way forward. There is, of course, a lot more spoil to move. 
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We all moved back and cleared the pile of rocks out to the surface, leaving a clear cave for 
Saturday. 
 
Some of us got changed, not Roz though, because she had left her clothes at home and had 
to go to the pub in her undersuit, under my coat. Good job it was the landlord's night out! 
 
18th February 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Matt, Nick and Tav. 
 
Jonathon on digging duties, Matt clearing the filled bags and rocks to Nick, pulling the loaded 
skip up the slope, the bags and rocks then transferred to the next skip down to Tav, on the 
haul and shuttle. I had been up to the end twice in the week, so I was on the surface today. 
 
I had enough time to continue adding to the retaining wall, we have plenty of rocks for the job. 
As bags were hauled out of the cave, they were emptied along the back of the wall, the 
sediment compacted, to act like mortar. 
 
Given time, the wall will naturalise and provide shelter for a variety of small vertebrates and 
invertebrates.  
 
About 40 loads of bags and rock were removed from the cave, including one of the large rocks 
left during the week, now reduced in size, although one of the larger lumps needed two of us 
to haul it out of the entrance shaft. 
 
There are several large rocks at the end that will require 'capping', but that is a job for mid-
week. Time now, for the pub. 
 
22nd February 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
I had finished a rather slow archaeological watching brief early, with the prospect of going 
down to Okehampton tomorrow, I decided to take a half-day leave. 
 
Rather than go into Hallowe'en Rift this evening, I thought that going in the afternoon would 
give me more time to complete my task. So, I got my gear together, loaded the van and headed 
off, over the hill to the farm. 
 
The half-dozen drag-trays I had prepared last weekend were left in the cabin. Thanks to Hugh 
Tucker for supplying them and to Jonathon for collecting them, they will be very useful. 
 
Lugged the two bags with the 'capping' gear and drill to the [current] end of Merlin's to deal 
with the boulders left there on Saturday. There were two quite substantial lumps and, another 
bigger than the two combined, all of them in the way of making progress forward. 
 
Once I had sorted out where to place all the kit, so that it was easy to access when required, 
work got underway. 
Drill a hole, two black 'caps' inserted, the rod placed, gently tapping the 'caps' until 
compressed, then, a heavy thwack - bang! The resulting split rock was moved aside, and the 
process was repeated. 
 
About two and a half hours later, the boulders had been reduced to a decent sized pile of rock 
in more manageable pieces, ready to be removed on the weekend. 
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Packed the kit away and made my way out of the cave. 
 
It turned out that the job in Okehampton had been cancelled, so I won't be going there 
tomorrow. 
 
25th February 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Matt. 
 
We took a couple of the replacement drag trays up to the cave with us, and a reel of new 
polypropylene rope, to replace the trays on the haul routes. 
 
Jake went to the end, with one of the drag trays and the reel of rope; Matt followed, to clear 
away the rocks and bags, to Jonathon, hauling up the slope and loading the skips to me, on 
the haul and shuttle. Before the hauling began the trays were replaced. 
 
Then, the rocks from the mid-week 'capping' session were cleared and neatly stacked in the 
entrance. When the rocks had been cleared, Jake started to fill bags, as he was digging, 
mostly, at floor level and removing the 'trample' the sediment was claggy, not going to be easy 
to empty the bags. About 30 bags were filled, before we decided it was time to clear them out 
to the surface. 
 
The rocks were left stacked in the entrance. They will be cleared during the week, and there 
are a couple of boulders at the bottom of the slope that require 'capping'. A job for Tuesday 
evening, probably. 
 
It had been another busy morning, with a steady flow of rocks and bags being moved along 
the cave. It was time for refreshment, well earned. 
 
28th February 2017 
 
With Jake. 
 
Jake only had surface gear with him, so the decision had been made, I was going 
underground. Not far underground though, just to the bottom of the entrance. 
 
About thirty loads of rock were loaded and hauled out to the surface. The entrance cleared, 
the lid was replaced and secured. The rest of the session was spent adding the rocks to the 
retaining wall, and standing back to consider just, how much spoil has been removed from the 
cave in the past year or so. 
 
A mellow evening, time for the pub. 
 
2nd March 2017 
 
With Tav and Jake. 
 
Tav digging, me clearing the bags and rocks to Jake, at the top of the slope where the spoil 
was stashed temporarily. Some of the rocks needed reduction in size before being moved on. 
 
After a couple of dozen or so bags had been filled, we changed positions and moved the bags 
to the entrance, the rocks will stay until where they are until Saturday. The final task of the 
evening was to clear the bags from the entrance and empty them out. Emptying the bags 
turned out to be rather more difficult than anticipated. The sediment had become claggier, 
possibly because it was 'trampled' material. 
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Tav, then set about removing the spoil he had brought out of the cave attached to his oversuit 
and boots. 
 
Hopefully, now spring has arrived, according to meteorological terms, the cave should start 
drying out. 
 
4th March 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Matt, Jake and Tav. 
 
I did the excavation and filling of bags; Jonathon cleared the bags and rocks away. 

 
 

 
 
The spoil was loaded into the skip to Matt, at the top of the slope. Jake was on haul and shuttle 
duty, while Tav had opted to be on the surface. The extracted spoil was added to the wall, the 
sediment packed behind the stonework to add strength. 
 
At the end, I concentrated on clearing the 'trample' from the floor, the digging forward toward 
a back wall. Here, a very narrow, 'clean-washed' gap was revealed. I pulled out some small 
stones and could peer down about 300 to 500mm, there was a feint draught of cool air 
emanating from the hole. It would appear that there is a lower level of development. Although, 
the passage does pinch in, it widens lower down, there is plenty of compact sediment to be 
removed before a better evaluation can be determined. At higher level in the passage, there 
remains a considerable amount of sediment that needs to be removed. 
 
Digging is not exactly rapid at the moment, as the spoil is very claggy and sticks to the tools. 
I found it easier to loosen the spoil with the mattock, then fill the bags by hand. A steady 40 or 
so bags were filled with a few rocks, along with the rocks left over from Thursday evening, 55 
loads were hauled out to the surface. 
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The wall, with drying bags flapping in the wind like Buddhist prayer flags. 
 
11th March 2017 
 
With Tav, Jake, Nick, Matt and Jonathon. 
 
After digging last weekend, I was on surface duties today; Tav was doing the haul and shuttle; 
Jake, at the top of the slope, Matt at the bottom; Nick, on his return after a back injury caused 
by over enthusiastic use of the sledge hammer, took the first digging stint, later swapping 
places with Jonathon. 
 
Seventy-eight loads were hauled out of the cave, mostly bags but some rocks too. I had to 
change the hauling rope three times, as each became too slippery to grip, even the knotted 
rope wasn't easy to hold. The bags, filled with claggy sediment, weren't much fun to empty 
either, difficult to grip and shake the contents out. Only one, though, refused to relinquish its 
contents, and that became incorporated into the wall, All the sediment was compacted behind 
the retaining wall. The weather was good, and the birds were singing, keeping the mind off an 
aching back. I agree with Tav, surface duty is one of the harder tasks, especially while it's 
damp underground and the sediment so claggy. 
 
Still, another good digging session and the refreshments were well earned. 
 
18th March 2017 
 
With Nick, Tav, Jake and Jonathon. 
 
I did the surface duty again, the hauling of bags up the entrance not good for Nick's back, he 
did the haul and shuttle instead. Tav was at the top of the slope, Jake at the bottom, leaving 
Jonathon to get on with the digging bit. 
 
While the underground team got things underway, I packed up the loose bags and added more 
rock to the wall, increasing the available space for spoil disposal. 
 
The filled bags started to arrive at surface at a steady pace, with just enough time in-between 
to empty them, although some of the bags were a little reluctant to disgorge their contents, 
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only two were incorporated into the wall. Fifty-two bags and four rocks, added to the wall, were 
hauled to surface. 
 
At the end, the anticipated drop down to a lower level doesn't appear to be happening quite 
yet, Jon encountered a solid floor initially, but by the end of the session, had just reached a 
more cobbled, granular fill, so there's hope yet. 
 
Still plenty to dig out next session. 
 
25th March 2017 
 
With Jake, Matt and Jonathon. 
 
Jake digging, Matt at the bottom of the slope, Jonathon at the top, me on the haul and shuttle. 
No-one available for the surface duty today, so the bags and rocks were stacked in the 
entrance to be removed later in the session. 
 
A steady stream of bags, with the occasional rock, were moved from the dig. I had to go out 
to the surface to fetch some more bags. Eventually, it was time to move back and clear the 
stockpile out to the surface. Matt filled the skip; Jake and I took turns to haul the spoil out and 
Jonathon emptied the bags. Fifty loads in total came to the surface, 48 bags and a couple of 
rocks that were added to the wall. 
 
About the dig, Jake reported that the floor is dropping down, there are a couple of small steps, 
and a thin layer of granular material, with some cobbles having a dark manganese coating, 
reminiscent of some stream beds. Sounds interesting, and there's still plenty of sediment to 
remove. 
 
It was glorious on the surface in the warm spring sunshine, and not many flies around, yet. 
 
1st April 2017 
 
With Tav, Jake and Jonathon. 
 
Tav started the digging, later swapping places with Jonathon, who was at the bottom of the 
slope. I was at the top of the slope, hauling spoil and transferring the load to the skip down to 
Jake, on the haul and shuttle. 
 
Before things got underway, Jake replaced the worn-out skip with a new model, that required 
a little fine tuning, a new return haul line was also fitted. 
 
A steady flow of bags and rock came from the business end and time drifted by. It was soon 
time to move back to the entrance and clear the pile of spoil to the surface, we ended up a 
little later than planned. I took the opportunity to have a gander at the end before joining the 
others, haven't been up here for a while. I was struck by how big it was, a lot of spoil has been 
shifted. High up (NNE) there is a space that could do with opening-up a bit just to check if 
there is anything there really. Low down in the floor (W), under a bag, is a small calcited gap 
downwards, this would appear to indicate there is something at a lower level. We’ll have to 
wait and see how it develops, there is plenty of sediment to be removed beforehand. Although 
the small gap might require some induced rapid speleo-genesis at some time in the future.  
 
Back at the entrance, about 55 bags, some rocks, a 'dead' skip and rope, and a small frog 
were hauled out of the cave to the surface. 
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A busier session than usual at the Hunter's; the ashes of two of Mendip's caving stalwarts 
were spread, Tony Knibbs at Longwood and Ray Mansfield at Swildon's. Left the pub rather 
later than anticipated. 
 
8th April 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Nick and Matt. 
 
Me digging, Jonathon at the bottom of the slope, Matt at the top and Nick on the haul and 
shuttle. 
 
The cave is showing the very first signs of drying, some of the puddles were lower and the 
sediment wasn't quite as claggy. 

 
 

 
 

As the excavation proceeded, tantalising little spaces were opening, unfortunately these were 
not accessible, there appears to be a calcited pile of cobbles and boulders causing an 
obstruction. As ever, more sediment will need to be removed to get a clearer picture of what 
lies ahead. 
 
Thirty bags filled, I moved back, and Jonathon took over the digging, I went back to swap 
places with Nick so that he could look at the end later. 
 
About 12:30hrs, it was time to clear the cave, Nick went to look at the end, the rest of us 
started to clear the bags and rock. The bags were so much easier to empty this weekend, 
although a couple had come to the end of their use and were incorporated into the wall. 40 
bags and 2 skip-loads of rock out to the surface. 
 
It was glorious in the warm sunshine, but it was pub-time 
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This interesting fragment of calcite formation was recovered from the finer sediment a little 
while ago. 
 
15th April 2017 
 
With Tav, Jake, Nick, Matt, Jonathon, and introducing Paul Brock (Brocker's) to the fray. 
 
We needed two vehicles to transport a strong team from the Hunter's down to the farm. 
All changed, we headed up the hill to the cave. 
 
After digging last session, I was on surface duty, Tav and Jake on the haul and shuttle, 
Jonathon at the top of the slope, Matt at the bottom. Brocker's and Nick were digging. 
 
The bags started to arrive at the entrance at a rather alarming rate, too fast to empty them and 
after about thirty bags, one after another, Tav came to the surface to help. Initially, Tav had 
been clearing the low passage into the 'West Series' of Hallowe'en Rift, adding some sloppy 
bags to an already burgeoning pile. The first few bags were not easy to empty, and several 
were consigned to the wall, although it was apparent that most had come to the end of their 
usefulness. Eventually, the pace slackened as the diggers wrestled a large boulder out of the 
way, then more bags came out. 
 
Ninety-one loads to the surface, a very productive session. 
 
The digger's reported that the way forward is obstructed by rock(s) and probably requires 
'induced rapid speleogenesis'. I will have to see if I can arrange a mid-week trip to the supplier. 
 
Anyway, there was a thirst that required quenching, off to the pub! 
 
17th April 2017 
 
Solo. 
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At the current end of Merlin's, 6no. holes were drilled in the north side, to expand a narrow 
fissure, induced rapid speleogenesis occurred. There will be rubble to clear next weekend. 
 
22nd April 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Brocker’s and Jonathon. 
 
The blast didn't have the desired effect, there is some deep fracturing but not enough to allow 
widening of the passage, still too tight to remove. I cleared away the debris that had been 
created, but digging was going to be slow, so Jake came to the end to dig the high-level 
blockage to the north-east, while I continued to scratch around the potential lead to the west, 
ready for an attempt at induced rapid speleogenesis here. I will, probably concentrate on the 
roof, where there is solid rock, the lower blockage appears to be heavily calcited gravel, 
cobbles, etc., this is not easy material to deal with. 
 
The way to the north-east did not develop any further, a narrow inlet trending north and 
calcited, it was, however bought to a conclusion. 

 
 

 
 
All that was required now was to clear the pile of rock and fine sediment, that Jake had dug 
out, including some quite large boulders. 
 
Everything was cleared to the surface, and there is another supply of rocks for the wall. 
 
25th April 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Another application of induced rapid speleogenesis, 6no. holes at the current end of Merlin's, 
to widen a small gap on the south side of the west extent; 4no. in the roof and 2no. lower 
down. I managed to snap my long drill bit (460mm x 12mm), good job I had a spare. Sounded 
good. Hopefully, it will be more successful than the last attempt. 
 
29th April 2017 
 
With Tav, Nick, Matt, Brocker’s and Jonathon. 
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After reeling in the wire, Tav set about clearing the rock debris and digging, Matt was in his 
favourite spot at the bottom of the slope and Nick was at the top. Brocker’s (dodgy back) was 
hauling from 'Stal Bend' with Jonathon doing the shuttle. 

 
 

 
 
I was on the surface in the sunshine, sorting out the spoil heap and adding more to the wall. 
15 skip loads of rock and 25 bags of gravel and mud were hauled out to the surface. 

 
 

 
 
Towards the end of the session I ventured underground to have a look at the end and get an 
idea of what might be required in the coming week to aid progress. 
 
The low gap on the south side had been cleared out and a good phreatic roof could be seen. 
The visible passage appears to be trending south-west and slightly downwards and looks to 
be a decent lead to follow. The floor of the small passage looks to be calcited but rock under 
that. It needs enlarging, so more induced rapid speleogenesis is required, another job to 
arrange for the mid-week. 
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Well, if Wookey Hole show cave can have dinosaurs, then so can we! 
 
1st May 2017 
 

 
 
With Roz. 
 
After a visit to the suppliers and prep work done it was off to Hallowe'en Rift to continue the 
expansion work to the south side, at the present end of Merlin's. 
 
Six holes were drilled, 4no. in the roof and right (west) side and 2no. in bulge of rock, lower 
on the left (east) side. Roz took the photographs. It sounded good from Stal Bend. 
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Stopped at the Queen Vic for a bowl of chunky chips each and some liquid refreshments. 
 
Then the skies opened, impressive thunder. 
 
6th May 2017 
 
With Brocker’s, Jake, Nick, Jonathon and Tav. 
 
Brocker’s went to the end of Merlin's to clear the debris, Jake was in the 'Tuck Shop', Nick at 
the top of the slope, I was on the haul and shuttle until Jonathon arrived and took over the 
hauling bit. Tav was on the surface, hauling out the spoil and wall building, after clearing away 
the vegetation to facilitate an extension of the wall. 
 
The induced rapid speleogenesis (IRS) had worked, 56 skip-loads of rock, gravel and some 
fine sediment were hauled out on to the surface. 
 
Towards the end of the session I went up to the end to have a look at the progress made. 
Jake and Brocker’s had swapped places, Jake was busy removing the last of the fractured 
rock in readiness for the next application of IRS. There is good clean rock to drill into at the 
base of the potential way forward, so the scalloping in the roof can be preserved. Jake cleared 
away some loose sediment and the low gap can be seen to continue for about 3 metres, there 
is 150-200mm of calcite on the floor of the phreatic 'tube', it appears to trend to the south-
west. 
 
All cleared, it was time for refreshments. 
 
I have arranged to attend to the IRS on Monday evening, so more to clear next weekend. 
 
8th May 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 

At the present end of Merlin's, drilled 6no. holes, plus an extra one for the trimmings, to 
facilitate the application of IRS. 
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The evening's task was bought to a satisfactory conclusion. There should be debris to clear 
on the weekend. 
 
It was a fine evening and the view from the field, over towards Glastonbury Tor, although a 
little hazy, was good. 
 
13th May 2017 
 
With Jake, Brocker's, Tav, Nick, Matt and Jonathon. 
 
A good strong crew today. Nick clearing the debris and digging, Jonathon was in the 'Tuck 
Shop', I was at the top of the slope, Matt was hauling from Stal' Bend, Tav shuttling to and fro, 
Jake and Brocker's were on the surface pulling the skips up the entrance shaft and wall 
building. 
 
48 bags of sediment and 24 skip loads of rock were removed from the cave. IRS had done its 
bit. 
 
At the end, the small gap between the roof and sediment can be seen to continue. There is a 
layer of red-brown silt c.200mm thickness overlying calcite flowstone c.250mm thickness, this 
in turn, overlies dolomitic conglomerate. The flowstone is in layers indicating it has formed 
during a succession of events. the contact between each of the layers appears "dirty" and the 
upper surface is rippled. The flowstone is pale yellow brown in colour. 
 
There is a need for more rapid expansion to aid further progress, I will try and arrange 
something during the coming week. 
 
But it was time for the pub! 
 
 



dighalloween  

168 

 

16th May 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
At the current end of Merlin's, following the south-west leading gap, drilled 6no. hole in the 
floor, to continue the expansion. Struggled to drill the holes at first but, a squirt of WD40 solved 
that issue. I raked a lot of sediment out from the way forward to use as tamp, in doing so, got 
a better look at the prospects - they look interesting. The small passage appears to get a little 
bigger, dips down and possibly widens to the north-west side. 
 
The evening's task was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. Should be plenty to clear on the 
weekend. 
 
20th May 2017 
 
I was on a jolly for the weekend, attending a British Cave Research Association (BCRA) field 
meeting exploring and discussing the caves and karst of the Gower Peninsula, Wales. 
 
A plucky band of stalwarts kept up the good work at Hallowe'en Rift, here is Tav's report: 
 
"John, Matt, Tav, Jake. 
 
Digging by John, then Tav, with brief cameo from Jake, revolving around Matt in the Tuck 
Shop. 50 odd loads stacked in the entrance waiting for clearance on Tuesday? 
 
All bang debris removed plus one large slab of calcite from floor and one large lump of roof 
from the end. Way on is more visible. It does not turn right, or enlarge much, but continues 
low and straight ahead - perilously close to the entrance series. No bang needed yet, but 
capping gear may be needed for one remaining and very big calcite slab still in floor. Best bet 
for Tuesday would seem to be to send someone up the end to deal with the slab while others 
clear. The slab may well come out without capping once more earth is cleared from the top". 
 
23rd May 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav and Nick. 
 
Took the capping gear along, as requested, to deal with the obstructing lump of flowstone at 
the current end. Nick helped to carry the kit to the end, while Jake and Tav set about clearing 
the stack of spoil left at the entrance on Saturday. 
 
About half-hour of digging round the obstruction, some bar work, we managed to ease the 
calcite blockage out of the way and rolled back to the Tuck Shop. I got the capping gear into 
action, Nick carried on filling bags. When the rocks at the Tuck Shop had been reduced to a 
pile of rubble, it was time to clear the filled bags out. Jake and Tav had come to the end and 
a quick re-positioning, the spoil was duly removed. A total of 68 loads, including Saturdays, 
were cleared to the surface. It was a warm evening, pub time. 
 
27th May 2017 
 
With Nick, Brockers and Jonathon. 
 
Me digging, Brockers clearing away, Jonathon at the top of the slope, Nick was on the haul 
and shuttle and stashing the spoil at the bottom of the entrance. 
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We took a couple of replacement skips, as we are wearing them out rather quickly. There was 
also a pile of rocks left in the Tuck Shop on Tuesday evening to be cleared out. While the 
team dealt with that, I filled bags at the end. 
 
After removing a decent amount of sediment, I could get a better look at the end. There isn't 
an obvious way on, at the moment, progress being hampered by a calcite blockage. The floor 
of the passage does drop but is filled with layers of sandy silt and degrading calcite flowstone, 
the calcite appears old and is yellowish in colour. It is possible that by following the floor down 
we might dig underneath the blockage and the way ahead become clearer. The puzzling thing 
is, it's hard work at the end, in a confined space, the air is always fresh, and it doesn't steam-
up. There is still plenty of work to do. 
 
It was soon time to stop digging and, by consensus, go to the pub. The bags and rock stashed 
in the entrance will be cleared during the coming week. 
 
30th May 2017 
 
With Roz and Buster (the dog). 
 
Forty bags cleared-out from the entrance and emptied onto the spoil heap, left the rocks for 
the weekend. The farmer, out with his dogs, came up to the cave for a chat. And, it was he, 
that finally broke the rotten fence rail. 
 
3rd June 2017 
 
With Jake, Nick, Tav, Jonathon, Matt, and Alex too! Although Alex went off to do his own thing 
for a while, he joined us later to haul-out a few bags. 
 

 

 
 
Nick, Tav and Matt headed up to the end to start filling and stashing bags in the Tuck Shop, 
Jake, Jonathon and me, cleared the rocks that were stacked at the bottom of the entrance. 
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That done, Jake and Jonathon went on into the cave to start clearing bags. I busied myself on 
the surface, wall-building and having a general tidy-up, packed up the empty bags, moving 
stone around, etc. 
 
The bags arrived at the entrance at a nice steady rate, giving plenty of time to haul-out, empty 
and hang the bags to dry. 

 
 

 
 
It was very pleasant in the warm sunshine, and the flies weren't too much of a nuisance yet, 
but I did wear a hat, just in case. 
 
Forty-two bags were filled and emptied, along with 14 skip-loads of rock. 

 
 

 
 
The news from the end wasn't full of enthusiasm, which is disappointing, apparently there is a 
'calcite' blockage impeding further progress. I really should have kitted-up and gone along to 
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the end to see for myself, but I didn't. Hindsight, as they say, is a marvellous thing. I will have 
to try and sort something out for the week ahead. 
 
Right now, it was pub-time! 
 
6th June 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Some induced rapid speleogenesis required, 6no. holes drilled at the current end of Merlin's, 
on the right-hand side, where there is a small gap over a calcited (?) blockage. Some of the 
holes were a bit awkward, especially with the longer drill bit (460mm), but the job was done.  
 
A few puddles along the way after the recent heavy rain. 
 
The evening's task was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 
10th June 2017 
 
With Nick, Tav, Jake, Matt, Brockers and Jonathon. 
 
Brockers and Jonathon went off to the end to clear the debris and fill bags, after reeling in the 
wire. Matt was in the Tuck Shop, Jake at the top of the slope and I was on the haul and shuttle. 
Nick and Tav were on the surface looking after spoil management and other things. 
 
Initially, a steady flow of rocks and filled bags came from the end. Then, towards the end of 
the session, things slowed, so I took the opportunity to go up to the dig and see the damage 
for myself. The outcome from the last bout of rock engineering was disappointing, the small 
gap had closed down, just solid rock. Straight ahead (south-west) and to the left, the passage 
is choked with calcite and sediment, but this is going in the wrong direction. Back in the east-
west fissure the is a narrow gap leading north and downwards, I have already paid some 
attention to this, but it was not effective. Paul had cleared-out some of the debris and another 
shot might be more successful. I will try and get something sorted for Tuesday evening. 
 
And that was it really...time for the pub. 
 
13th June 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
A warm walk up to the cave entrance, and the clegs are back. 
 
At the current end of Merlin's, I drilled 6no. holes either side of a narrow fissure that appears 
to lead north and downwards. An extra hole was utilised for the trimmings. 
 
Hopefully, the induced rapid speleogenesis will have had the desired effect and created plenty 
of debris to be cleared on the weekend. 
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17th June 2017 
 
I was on the Gower Peninsula this weekend with John Cooper (The Lost Caves of Gower 
Project). Others, though kept up the fight, here follows Tav's report: 
 
"Jake digging, Tav in the Tuck Shop, Jon 'Tarantella' Riley on the slope and Brockers on haul 
& shuttle. 
 
23 bags of gravel and 10 loads of rocks were extracted to surface. The way on appeared to 
be a dead-end alcove at first but a narrow continuation appeared late on in proceedings. 
Current state appears inconclusive. Consensus was that rather than attack the rift direct it 
would be good to zap the floor area above it first to widen the working area. Jake was going 
to try and send a photo, although obviously he'll need assistance from Sam! 
Hot and clegs so went to the pub." 
 
20th June 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
More induced rapid speleogenesis. Continuing the expansion of the narrow gap to the north 
of the current end of Merlin's. Six holes, plus a shorter one for the trimmings, concentrated on 
the right-side. Some of the holes weren't so easy to drill, the bit was binding, probably a 
calcite/mineral vein.  
 
The task was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 
After a warm few days, I opted for cotton overalls, good choice, the cave is almost dry, just a 
small puddle along the haul and shuttle route, and still damp in the Tuck Shop, but I was 
comfortable. 
 
Coming out of the cave, the heat was noticeable, still in the twenties at 21:00hrs. 
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24th June 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Brockers and Jonathon. 
 
A rather disappointingly short session, the induced speleogenesis did not have the desired 
effect and the debris was quickly cleared. There are fractures but too tight to break-out. The 
narrow gap in the fissure has become filled with gravel and didn't look all that enticing. We 
spent some time looking around and discussing a couple of alternative options before making 
our way-out of the cave, and up to the pub after getting changed. 
 
Following a conservation with Jake, over a pint, we'll persevere a little longer with the 
expansion of the narrow fissure. I might, just change the ingredients to give a little more oomph 
to the speleogenesis process. 
 
27th June 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Continued to follow/expand the fissure, on the north-side, at the current end of Merlin's. Seven 
holes drilled, upping the ante with a change to the ingredients and adding some oomph. 
Because of the difficulties drilling some of the holes last week, used a blow-tube to clean-out 
the holes as I drilled. It went a lot better, although a couple of the holes were a tad awkward. 
Might have to consider making the approach a bit wider. 
 
Anyway, all went off satisfactory manner, fly-rock was heard. It will be interesting on Saturday 
to see the results. 
 
Exited the cave into rain, a bit different to last week. 
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1st July 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Brockers. 
 
Jonathon digging, I was in the Tuck Shop, Brockers at the top of the slope and Jake on the 
haul and shuttle. 
 
After reeling in the wire, I went to the end to look at the damage, some fly-rock, some gravel 
and fractured rock, not quite as much as I had expected. Then, moved out of the way so that 
Jonathon could get to work. It could do with being a bit wider at the end as hammer and chisel 
work is rather restricted. The outcome, 19 bags and 6 skip-loads of rock were eventually 
hauled out to the surface. 
 
It could be said that the prospects for following the narrow fissure are not exactly inspiring, 
some thought is required regarding the next best move. At least two of the possibilities appear 
to lead in the wrong direction and another northerly lead, again is narrow, hmmm...! 
 
4th July 2017 
 
A solo trip. 
 
At the current end of Merlin's, attended to widening the narrow fissure to make for more 
comfortable digging. 6no. holes, plus an extra one for the trimmings, on either side of the 
opening. Spent some time making sure the holes were well-stemmed. Then, a steady retreat, 
reeling-out the wire, stopping at Stal Bend. All was good.  
 
There should be stuff to clear on the weekend. Hopefully, someone will be able to rake-out 
the debris blocking the narrow fissure and see whether it widens, or, if there's any draught. 
 
Exited the cave into a warm, humid evening. 
 
8th July 2017 
 
A large part of the team was elsewhere this weekend. I was on the Gower Peninsular helping-
out with a cave dig there. Therefore, a depleted team attended Hallowe'en Rift. 
 
Jake penned the following: 
 
"Jonathon & me. 
 
Cleared the loose, thirteen bags and a few rocks. Doesn't look good straight ahead. Stacked 
in Tuck Shop. Maybe worth blasting-out the floor. Might be worth visiting our other sites 
beyond the pot, now we have a bigger team? Anyway, one or two shots in the floor to see if it 
widens sounds good, long bar can be hammered into the floor quite a long way." 
 
11th July 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
The entrance was wet after a rainy day, rest of the cave was okay, although it is still a little 
moist in the Tuck Shop. 
 
Drilled 6no. holes, plus an extra one for the trimmings, either side of the narrow fissure, aiming 
to proceed downwards. The holes were well-stemmed and plenty of tamp was applied. All 
good. 
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Still raining when we exited the cave, the dampness has brought the little frogs out of hiding 
in the narrow rift at the rear of the entrance. 
 
15th July 2017 
 
With Jake and Jonathon. 
 
I went along to the end of Merlin's, reeling in the wire along the way, to start bagging the rocks 
and gravel. Jonathon and Jake cleared the backlog of spoil from last weekend, along with the 
bags and rocks that I was loading into the skip. Eventually, the loose spoil was bagged and 
digging slowed. Jake and Jonathon then moved back to clear the spoil stashed at the top of 
the slope to the entrance, and then, out to the surface. 
 
Meanwhile, I got to work with hammer, chisel and bar to remove shattered rock, filled bags 
were stashed in "Nick's Folly". When clean, it was possible get a better look at the narrow 
fissure, at most it's 15mm-20mm wide, and mostly, filled with fine sediment, not really a viable 
lead. I pondered for a while, Jake and Jonathon weren't going to return, I started to scratch 
around at the end of Nick's Folly, where the passages appear to converge, perhaps digging 
down in the floor here might reveal something. I'll loosen things-up a bit on Tuesday evening. 
 
12:30, time to go and find the rest of the team and head-off to the Hunter's Lodge for 
refreshments. 
 
18th July 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
A warm and humid evening, so decided to wear cotton overalls, anticipating the cave would 
be dry enough...and it was! 
 
There are cows in the field with young, and a wary eye was kept on the bull, in truth they hardly 
noticed me as I strolled up to the stile. 
 
In the cave, 6no. holes drilled to loosen rock in the floor at the west extent of Merlin's, where 
the passages appear to converge. A bit awkward clambering over the stash of bags left-over 
from the weekend, but job done. 
 
The conclusion shook a pheasant of its perch, I could hear flying away in alarm. The frogs are 
still in the entrance. 
 
22nd July 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Jonathon and Brockers. 
 
Brockers cleared the bags and debris, Jake in the Tuck Shop, Tav on the [slippery] slope, 
Jonathon doing the haul and shuttle, leaving me on the surface, hauling skips and managing 
spoil dispersal. Rather surprisingly, I wasn't at all bothered by pesky, buzzing flies.  
 
The rock that came out of the cave was added to the walls, finer sediment and gravel was 
levelled and compacted. Six dozen skip loads (51 bags and 21 skips of rocks), including 20 
bags left-over from last weekend were shifted, each load somewhere about 10kg. 
 
The news from the end, a solid rock had been reached, so no-go in a downwards direction. 
Another discussion ensued, continue the dig that leads to the south-west for a while and see 
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how that develops, it might intersect something. I will arrange something for a mid-week visit 
to loosen the area. And so...to the pub. 
 
25th July 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Roz isn't a fan of bulls and was less than impressed to be told that 'bully' was in the field we 
were about to walk through. She walked a wide diversion to the stile into the wood. 
 
In the cave, 6no. short holes (300mm) drilled, at the current end of Merlin's, gone back to the 
south-west lead. Got two of the long holes (460mm) complete and was on the third when, 
disaster struck (a bit of melodrama!), yellow sparks, smoke, the acrid smell of electrical 
burning, the drill - dead, or, at least dying. Had to make-do with the hole that had been drilled, 
applied plenty of tamp, did the best that could be done. Will have to wait until the weekend to 
see the results. 
 
29th July 2017 
 
With Tav, Nick, Brockers, Jonathon and Matt, returned from the 'Motherland'. 
 
A good team turn-out today, I just hoped there would be plenty to do. 
 
Quickly up to the end to assess the damage done, there was spoil, ready to be removed, so I 
left Jonathon to carry-on and went back to the Tuck Shop. Brockers and Nick joined Jonathon 
to help with digging and spoil removal. 
 
Meanwhile, Tav had gone down the pot and along Toil and Trouble, going left at T-junction, 
and over the top of the chamber into the bedding, a dig-site we had abandoned a long time 
ago. There is a rift feature to one-side of the bedding. Tav and I made an aural connection 
between here, and the fissure leading south from the Tuck Shop. Tav returned, a discussion 
took place, there can't be much in the way to link the two areas, and further digging would be 
better accessed from Merlin's, so it was decided, let's make the round trip.  
 
There was spoil ready to shift, so Tav went to the haul and shuttle, I went to the top of the 
slope, Nick moved into the Tuck Shop. Bags and rock were then moved out of the cave, up to 
Matt, who had been waiting, patiently, on the surface. 
 
Nick, to keep himself occupied, began to open-up the fissure south, so we had three people 
digging, all in different directions. 
 
The hauling became increasingly difficult, the bottom of the skip was breaking up, and was 
scouring mud from the passage floor. We had to haul just one bag at a time. It was getting 
towards the end of the session another personnel shift was made to clear the remaining bags 
out to the surface. 
 
Over forty loads, out to the surface and positive decisions made. Jonathon reported that a 
small crack had opened at the end of digging in the south-west lead. 
 
A successful morning. 
 
1st August 2017 
 
Solo. 
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Went to the Tuck Shop, 6no. holes, spread along the east-side of the fissure going south. The 
aim is to widen the narrow gap and make the link to the aural connection with the passage left 
of the T-Junction. There is also the possibility there might be another lead to follow. 
 
The first use of the new drill, batteries didn't have much charge, good job I had brought some 
spares. 
 
It sounded much louder from Stal Bend. 
 
5th August 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Brockers and Ray Deasy. 
 
I went along to the Tuck Shop with Ray, while I started to fill bags with gravel and fine 
sediment. Ray went along to the end of Merlin's to have a look-around there. Meanwhile, 
Brockers sorted-out a replacement skip, had to use the skip from the end of Merlin's as we 
had forgotten to bring the 'designer' skip [by Jake] from the shed. 
 
Ray went to the top of the slope, Brockers on the haul and shuttle with Jonathon on the 
surface. Bags and rock then were removed from the Tuck Shop out to the surface, 35 loads 
in total. There are still about a dozen bags and a few rocks in the Tuck Shop, but Ray wanted 
to cycle over to Shepton Mallet to get to Thrupe Lane, so we made or way-out of the cave. 
 
I had made sure the left wall was cleared ready for some further attention on Tuesday evening. 
At floor level, there's plenty of fine sediment with the occasional rock or lump of detached 
flowstone to be dug out too. When this is cleared it might be an idea to carry-out another sound 
test. 
 
8th August 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
Continued work to widen the fissure off Tuck Shop. 6no. holes, using the drill-bit donated by 
Brockers, circa 500-550mm depth x 12mm dia., spread along the left-side. There should be 
rock debris to move, plus the sediment at floor level, and the bags leftover from last session, 
plenty to do for the weekend! 
 
12th August 2017 
 
I was away this weekend, digging in a cave on Gower. The following report was penned by 
Nick: 
 
"Four fine healthy able bodies in peak performance spent another couple of fun-filled hours 
hauling dirt underground for no logical or apparent reason. 
 
Friar Tuck set up position on the surface oscillating between that and the underground shuttle 
while Jonathon was in the strongly favoured haul and occasional shuttle position. Nick was on 
the sloping haul and transition zone and Dr. Brockers led the surgical extraction duties. 
 
The way on, looks enticing as ever! Still some mud on the floor left to clear so no consensus 
reached as to whether a bang is needed. Its recommended nevertheless that Vince and Roz 
go for their midweek banging session anyway, they can always try the extreme end where 
Jonathon left the vast gaping lead a few weeks ago, just to ensure there is enough spoil to be 
retrieved next weekend. 
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On a technical note...the designer skip was put into use on the long haul. Unfortunately, while 
the shear-beauty of the item cannot be faulted, the practicality was somewhat lacking. The 
inflexibility of the titanium steel washing machine base causes excessive friction so that only 
one bag could be dragged at a time and it also induces fervent cursing. Back to the drawing 
board for that one!  
 
57.6 bags to surface +/- 11.2. (OK, there was a counting error)" 
 
Site personnel were Nick, Brockers, Jonathon and Matt. 
 
15th August 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Arrived at the Tuck Shop to find there was still bags and rocks there, this was probably a 
consequence of the issues with the skip slowing things down. The scarred rock floor on the 
way-up from Stal Bend might be testament to the struggle. 
 
Continued to widen/deepen the fissure [south] off Tuck Shop. 6no. holes, not all to the full 
depth, silly me! didn't bring all the batteries and had forgotten that one was part-used. Still got 
the job done and brought to a satisfactory conclusion. Really needs a sound test on Saturday 
to check on direction and progress. 
 
19th August 2017 
 
With Brockers, Tav, Nick and Jonathon. 
 
Carried-up the replacement skips and hauling rope that I had sorted during the week. I 
headed-up to the end to start clearing the debris, while Tav headed-off into the lower series 
for sound testing. Nick and Jonathon sorted-out the skip replacement, Brockers was on 
surface duty. 
 
The aural connection was inconclusive, not as clear as last time, perhaps the loose spoil was 
muffling the sound. Jonathon could hear Tav from the top of the slope, and Tav said he heard 
me when I shouted-out in the passage leafing west. Jonathon's 'crack' might warrant further 
investigation. Tav returned from below and joined Nick on the haul and shuttle. 
 
Cleared the backlog of bags and rock from Tuck Shop, in between bagging the loose gravel 
and cobbles and loading the skip with boulder-size rock. After the initial rush, it got slower as 
digging commenced. The fissure [south] is filled with fine sandy silt and large cobbles and 
boulders of mostly detached calcite flowstone, some is well-packed. The fill in the floor is 
relatively easy to work with the pick, there are some obstructing boulders that will require 
prying-out. Another digging session before IRS needed again. 
 
Over 60 loads out to the surface. 
 
26th August 2017 
 
With Brockers, Matt and Tav. 
 
Brockers and Matt did the digging, stashing bags and rock in the Tuck Shop, Tav and me went 
surveying. Carried-out a line survey from the top of the pot through Merlin's, and then went 
into the lower series to survey the passage to the north-west of T-Junction. It has been a little 
while since I last went along Toil and Trouble, a passage well-named. At the end, we could 
hear Brockers and Matt in the Tuck Shop, but couldn't make contact, they were far too busy. 
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The abandoned dig beyond Nick's pit prop ends in a sediment filled passage, there doesn't 
appear to be any solid walls or ceiling, within the sediment are more detached lumps of calcite 
flowstone. The wooden prop has now carbonised. 
 
When the surveying was finished, we returned to the others to start hauling some of the spoil 
out. We shifted the bags, leaving the rock in the Tuck Shop, the bags were left stacked in the 
entrance.  

 
 

 
 
 
Tav, later drew-up the line survey and distributed by email. To the east of the entrance there 
is 110m (361 feet) of passage. 
 
2nd September 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Tav. 
 
Jake in the Tuck Shop, I was on top of the slope, Jonathon on the haul and shuttle, Tav opted 
for surface duty. Last week’s bags were cleared from the entrance, followed by the rocks left 
in the Tuck Shop.  
 
When the debris was cleared, a discussion ensued regarding the best spot to engineer a 
connection to the 'Lower Series'. The recent survey made this clearer and a likely spot was 
chosen. Jake set-about digging away some loose sediment and rocks, then re-located a small 
'stal boss' in a new position. Meanwhile, I went down into the 'Lower Series', beyond T-
Junction, to try another voice connection. It was clear and a conversation could take place, 
there isn't a light connection possible, at present. I spent a short time scratching away at the 
potential way forward, where there is a small airspace over the top of the sediment, generally 
in the direction we want to go. 
 
No-one else ventured along Toil and Trouble, I had a quick jaunt towards Trick or Treat, but 
decided against the muddy, wet puddle, no spare, dry 'shreddies' being my feeble excuse. I 
joined the team on the surface, and we had a quick discourse regarding the plan. I will order 
the necessary supplies and attend to matters during the coming week. 
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An earlier visit to the Hunter's Lodge Inn than anticipated. 
 
8th September 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
A technical problem meant I was unable to collect the necessary supplies on Tuesday, so a 
Friday evening trip to loosen some rock. 
 
The cows in the field were a bit excitable this evening! 
 
At the top of the slope, in the north-east corner, drilled 6no. holes to start opening-up the 
connection to the 'lower' series. The evening was bought to a conclusion with a satisfying 
tumbling of rock. Should be plenty of stuff to clear tomorrow, but not for me, I'm going to the 
Gower. 
 
It was still quite early, so I gave the Hunter's a miss. 
 
9th September 2017 
 
I was on a digging trip to the Gower this weekend, but a team did go to HR and Tav supplied 
the following report: 
 
"HR – 09.09.2017 Tav, Jon, Matt, Jake 
 
Jake texted that he would meet us at the dig so t’other three made their way up to the Tuck 
Shop, which was a scene of devastation. There was big pile of rocks on the floor with a couple 
of alarming lumps hanging out of the roof. With just three diggers we 'ummed and ahhed' a bit 
about the wisdom of carrying on and had just about decided to knock the session on the head 
when Jake arrived, which swung the pendulum back in favour of digging. We set about 
removing the spoil – Jake loading, Jon on the slope, Tav on haul and shuttle and Matt on the 
surface. 45 loads of rock and gravel were duly removed – a mere fraction of the stuff that 
remains in the Tuck Shop. Loads still to clear but the face (according to Jake) is ready for 
another bang. Raining on the surface so we applied the ‘old’ adage ... 
 
When rain clouds form round Pen Hill mast, 
 
It’s quick lads, to the Hunters’ fast" 
 
12th September 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
Another 7no. holes to continue with the connection into the 'lower series'. The holes were 
drilled a little shorter than usual, c.350-400mm, only used-up two batteries. Peering down into 
the ‘Tuck Shop’ there are a lot of rocks that require capping at some time in the future. Lots of 
'mossies' and midges in the cave. 
 
All sounded good from Stal Bend, there was a satisfying tumble of rocks. 
 
16th September 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Nick, Matt, Brockers and Jonathon. 
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A good team today, me and Tav went to the dig-face, Brockers on top of the slope, Jonathon 
and Nick on the haul and shuttle, Jake and Matt on the surface, hauling-out and wall building. 
 
As expected, there was plenty of debris. I cleared the rocks, gravel and fine sediment from the 
connection area, passing bags etc. back to Tav. When that was cleared, Tav went down into 
Tuck Shop to clear debris and break-up some of the rocks there with the sledge. Meanwhile, 
I set to work with hammer and bar to clean-out the potential way forward. That done, I decided 
to head down the pot and along Toil and Trouble to try out another voice test to pinpoint the 
next move, it's close, I thought I caught the merest glimpse of Tav's light, but this could not be 
confirmed. I returned to the dig-face to discuss with Tav where the aural connection was best 
heard and to formulate a plan for mid-week. 
 
At the end of the session, 85 loads to the surface, just about an equal split between bags and 
rock. Some more fine dry-stone wall was also created. 
 
19th September 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
On arrival at the dig-face, after some consideration, a slight change to my original thoughts. I 
decided to remove a large chunk of rock that currently forms the 'floor', we should then be at 
the same level as the potential connection. There are a couple of rocks at ceiling height that 
we'll need to keep a watchful eye. 
 
Drilled 7no. hole, relatively evenly spread, c.350mm-550mm depth due to variable thickness 
of rock and the height to ceiling. It took a bit longer than usual mainly because I needed to 
keep changing the drill bit and pay attention to the drop down into the Tuck Shop. 
 
The evening's task was brought to a satisfactory conclusion from Stal Bend, where a rumble 
of falling rock could be heard. Plenty to shift on the weekend. 
 
23rd September 2017 
 
With Jake, Nick and Jonathon. 
 
Initially, I went along to the dig-face, reeling in the wire as I progressed, to check the results 
of Tuesday's endeavour. The slab of rock was shattered, much of it now down in the Tuck 
Shop. Duly satisfied, I returned to the surface to haul-out the rocks and bags. Jonathon cleared 
the dig, Nick on top of the slope transferring the spoil to Jake on the haul and shuttle. 
 
It was non-stop action on the surface as a steady stream of rocks and bags were removed 
from the cave. It was very warm work but, thankfully I wasn't pestered by flies and midges. 
There was a brief respite, when the skip was worn-out and required a replacement, luckily 
there was one available. 40 bags were hauled out and emptied, some of these had come to 
the end of use and were incorporated into the spoil heap. It was too busy to count the number 
of skip-loads of rock, but they must have equalled, if not exceeded the number of bags. About 
6m length of wall was heightened and the spoil dumped behind it. 
 
At the end of the morning's session, a brief discussion, it was decided that many of the rocks 
in the Tuck Shop would need capping, a job for Tuesday evening. We can do another voice 
test and re-assess the next stage to make the connection. I can try arranging a Thursday trip 
if required. 
 
It had been thirsty work this morning and we were now ready for refreshment, to the Hunter's 
Lodge Inn! 
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26th September 2017 
 
With Jake. 
 
Although we had talked about it on the weekend, less of a turn-out than anticipated, so didn't 
achieve as much as hoped for. 
 
Started capping some of the boulders piled in the Tuck Shop, while Jake busied himself 
digging at the potential 'connection'. We thought that an obstructing slab of rock might 
succumb to capping, but that didn't happen, the rock proved too thick and solid. I did, manage 
to get the capping rod well and truly stuck and it required some effort to free it. Decided then, 
that the rock would require the application of a more persuasive technique and I will return on 
Thursday evening with the necessary materials. 
 
The bags Jake had filled were hauled to the entrance to be removed on the weekend. 
 
28th September 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Drilled just the two holes, 550mm x 12mm, into a slab of rock that's obstructing access to the 
potential connection into the 'Lower Series'. It didn't take very long, so went down into the Tuck 
Shop to swing the sledge at a couple of rocks, quickly decided that capping was a better option 
and returned to the primary task. All connected, retired to a safe distance, the job brought to 
a satisfactory conclusion. More rock could be heard falling into the Tuck Shop. 
 
30th September 2017 
 
With Nick, Jake, Matt and Jonathon. 
 
Nick and Jake went along to the dig, reeling in the wire as they went, I climbed down the pot, 
along Toil and Trouble, left-side of T Junction to carry-out another voice test. Not only did we 
achieve a positive voice connection but, a visual one too, I could see Nick's light and then a 
gloved hand. 
 
A successful test done, I returned to help Matt on the haul and shuttle, Jonathon was on the 
surface, hauling out and adding to the wall and spoil heap. A constant flow of rocks and bags 
kept us busy. 30 skip-loads of rock and 59 bags were hauled up the surface. 
 
Towards the end of the session, a call came back from the dig, it was looking interesting, 
intrigued, I couldn't resist going up to have a look. 
 
To the left of the connection, there was open space behind a jumble of rocks and slabs of 
flowstone. Although Nick and I tried to move a large slab to get a better look, time was moving 
on, we decided to leave it to the next session, some more digging is required. The loose 
sediment was tidied up and the last couple of bags and a few rocks were dragged-out to the 
surface. 
 
Satisfied with the mornings progress, it was time to make our way to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
5th October 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Nick. 
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Jake was digging, I was behind, clearing the bag and rock to Jonathon, on the slope, also 
managed to clear a few loads of rock from the Tuck Shop. Nick was on the haul and shuttle, 
stacking the spoil at the bottom of the entrance. 
 
Digging, comprises a mixture of fine sandy silt, rocks and lumps of detached calcite flowstone, 
some of these quite large. Jake pulled out one slab, to reveal open space beyond, 
interestingly, to the north/northeast, about 3m, in all. The end of an ice-axe, that had been 
placed in the furthest reaches, at the end of the 'Lower' Series, could be seen clearly, the 
connection is not too far away. There are gaps all over the place, hours of digging fun for the 
future. A good session. 
 
The walk down to the farm was illuminated by a fantastic big, bright harvest Moon. 
 
7th October 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Nick, Brockers and 'Duncy Sumpy' Price. 
 
While Jake, Nick and Duncy set about clearing Thursday's backlog of bags and rock from the 
entrance, Jonathon, Brockers and me headed-off to the dig. 
 
I was digging, somehow drawn to making the connection, something that was inevitable 
anyway, Jonathon was clearing away from behind me, and in between times, set about 
breaking the rocks left in Tuck Shop with the sledge. Brockers was at the top of the slope 
hauling the loaded skip and transferring the load to Duncy, who had, by now, positioned 
himself on the haul, while Nick did the shuttle, Jake remained on the surface, plagued by 
midges. 
 
At the dig-face, it wasn't long before the ice-axe was retrieved from the 'Lower' Series, the 
passage beyond clearly visible. By the end of the session, I could get my feet and legs through 
the connection, turned around, my head and shoulders in, but the chest would not fit through 
- curse my old, inflexible body - back in the day, when setting-out on this long emotional 
journey... On one attempt to push through, I had to call for Jonathon's assistance to give me 
a pull so that I could extract myself from the squeeze. Had to face it, the connection needs 
enlargement, so gave it up for another day. 
 
Jonathon was clearly, 'digger of the day' for his effort in clearing a large part of the rocks left 
in Tuck Shop. 
 
Over 140 skip-loads had been hauled out to the surface, including about 50 loads from 
Thursday. A sterling effort by Jake. Refreshments beckoned, we made our way down the hill 
to the farm, and from there, to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
 
10th October 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
Down to Tuck Shop to break-up some of the boulders there, using a combination of capping 
and tapping [with the sledgehammer]. One drill-bit succumbed to the task and was discarded. 
Created a decent pile of rock to be removed sometime. There are still plenty of rocks awaiting 
size reduction, that’s a job for another day. Exited the cave. 
 
12th October 2017 
 
With Jake, Nick, Brockers, Jonathon and Tav. 
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Brockers at the forefront doing the excavation, Nick clearing away the filled bags and shifting 
the rocks from Tuck Shop, Tav on the slope unloading the skip and transferring the load to 
Jake on the haul. Jake was later joined by Jonathon, who was running late, on the shuttle, I 
was on the surface.  
 
The loaded skips were coming to the surface, at a rate, almost one-a-minute, it was warm and 
sweaty work, thankfully not plagued by midges. There wasn't time to add to the wall, but the 
store of rock now starting to accumulate, means there is a good supply for when the 
opportunity arises. 71 loads to the surface, 39 bags and 31 loads of rock, I was relieved when 
it was over, by now, I was thirsty, and the back was, just beginning to twinge. 
 
14th October 2017 
 
With Tav, Jake, Nick, Jonathon and Brockers. 
 
Jonathon digging, assisted by Nick, Tav went into the 'Lower' Series to dig through the 
connection from that side, Jake was at the top of the slope, sending down loaded skips to me, 
on the haul and shuttle. Brockers was on the surface in charge of spoil dispersal. 
 
Someone had said "that the digging might be a bit slower today", with three digging, how 
wrong that statement was. The loaded skips kept coming as fast as they could be shifted. 
Towards the end of the session, Tav had dug through the connection and this allowed a shift 
in position to clear the backlog. Jake and Nick took over the haul and shuttle, I went up to the 
surface to help-out Brockers. Today's count: 66 bags and 17 loads of rock, 83 skip-loads in 
total. Brockers had even managed to get some wall building done, good effort. Another fine 
session and thirsty work, ready for the pub. 
 
19th October 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Jake, Nick and Brockers. 
 
Nick digging, Jake clearing, Brockers on top of the slope and Jonathon was on the haul, shuttle 
and stack. I was in Tuck Shop, capping rocks and bagging-up the gravel and finer sediments. 
Two digging, it was busy again. 
 
Above me, I could hear Nick rattling slabs, Jake swinging the sledge, then, 'oohs and aahs', 
Jake reported back, "it looks good". Unfortunately, time passed all too quickly and soon the 
session was over. Tuck shop was now looking much tidier, so I packed away the capping kit 
and climbed-up to see what Nick had uncovered. There was a gaping hole, albeit just too 
narrow to pass...back in the day...into open-space, it looks easily body-sized, but can't quite 
see all of it. The way ahead, does indeed, look good.  
 
The digging on Saturday should reveal more delights, but there are a lot of bags and rocks to 
shift as well! 
 
21st October 2017 
 
With Matt, Nick, Tav, Jake and Brockers. 
 
Matt, Nick and Tav set about clearing the bags and rocks stacked in the entrance. Jake went 
ahead to start digging, Paul went to the top of the slope to load the skip with the bags and 
rocks left there on Thursday evening, I was hauling the skip down and shuttling the spoil back 
to the entrance, ready to be hauled to surface. 
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Thursday's spoil cleared we moved-up to clear today's spoil. Progress was slower today the 
way forward being obstructed by some rather large slabs of rock and calcite. Although loose, 
these slabs were determined not to succumb to Jakes attentions utilising a variety of bars, 
hammering and chiselling. These slabs will require the use of some induced rapid speleo-
genesis on Tuesday evening. It was just very frustrating the way ahead looks so enticing. 
 
Ninety loads out to the surface, plus one large rock that Nick had managed to prise out from 
somewhere, 'idle hands make mischief' is probably an apt saying in this instance. 
 
24th October 2017 
 
With Roz and Hazel. 
 
Almost a family outing. At the dig, 6no. holes, c.300mm x 12mm, in the floor, to break-up slabs 
of dolomitic conglomerate (with calcite flowstone cap) to aid forward progress into open space 
beyond. Roz and Hazel had a bit of a tour around before returning to offer some assistance. 
All set-up, retired to a safe distance, the evening's task was drawn to a satisfactory conclusion. 
There will be rocks and debris to shift next session, probably on Thursday evening. Left the 
cave. 
 
26th October 2017 
 
With Brockers, Tav, Duncan and Jake. 
 
There was rock debris. Brockers upfront, digging; I was clearing away; Duncan was at the top 
of the slope, after he had been on a brief tour around this part of the cave. Tav was doing the 
haul and shuttle, Jake was carrying-out surface duties. Along the approach passage a few 
puddles were beginning to form, at least the skip would slide easier. 
 
When the clearing had been done, entry into the open space was possible. There's a fissure, 
c.3 to 4m length trending c.NE, approximately 0.5m high x 0.3m width, it has a silt floor and 
there is a cool air movement. The up-shot is, as ever, more digging is required, this might 
open-up other leads on the north-side. 
 
A total of 33 loads were hauled up to the surface, an almost equal split between rocks and 
bags. 
 
28th October 2017 
 
With Tav, Brockers and Jonathon. 
 
My turn to dig, Tav clearing away, Jon on top of the slope, Brockers doing the haul and shuttle, 
bags and rock were stashed in the entrance. 
 
Eventually, Tav sorted the dragline on the skip to make spoil removal from the dig-face easier. 
Digging was a bit slow to start, space was limited and just a bit awkward, as the space 
increased, excavation improved, and the little spade came into use. The saw was located and 
Tav shortened the handle on the mattock, this action made it easier to use. How able to sit-up 
in the dig and get to work properly with the spade, unfortunately, time had passed quickly, and 
the session was drawn to its conclusion. 
 
Brockers and Jon had, earlier, moved back to clear the spoil from the entrance out to the 
surface, 34no. bags and 1no. rock. There were another 8no. filled bags left on the top of the 
slope. 
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I have arranged a return on Tuesday for more induced rapid speleogenesis, to make some 
more space and aid forward progress. 
 
31st October 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Into Hallowe'en Rift on Hallowe'en to apply the induced rapid speleogenesis (IRS). 8no. holes, 
in two groups of 4no., to enlarge the transition zone from Merlin's to the dig site and to ease 
the passage of spoil from one to the other. There should be rock to remove on the next digging 
session. 
 
2nd November 2017 
 
A strong team assembled this evening with Jake, Brockers, Nick, Tav, Jonathon, Duncan, and 
a guest digger, Mike Moxon. 
 
As one journey ends, then, 'Another Emotional Journey' begins. 
 
I went straight to the end to check the effects of the IRS, all good, so headed back-out to the 
surface. Tav did the rock clearing and digging, assisted by Mike and Jonathon; Nick was at 
the top of the slope on spoil distribution; Duncan at Stal Bend, hauling, Brockers shuttling the 
spoil to the entrance. I had joined Jake on the surface and hauled-out the loaded skips, while 
Jake took care of materials dispersal. The steady flow of bags and rocks meant that there 
wasn't much time for wall building, a job, much better carried-out in the daylight anyway. 
 
A total of 67 loads came-up to the surface, 39 bags and 28 loads of rock. A good evening’s 
work. 
 
4th November 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Nick and Jake. 
 
Unfortunately, after some heavy rain through the night and early morning, a section of the 
spoil heap wall has slumped down. This was thought likely to have been caused by the burial 
of two old skips, possibly filling with water. Anyway, it will be sorted when it has dried out a bit. 
 
Underground, Jonathon forged ahead to take on the digging duties, hot on his heels was Nick, 
to offer some assistance, Jake took up position at the top of the slope, I was on haul and 
shuttle, the spoil stacked in the entrance for removal another day. 
 
So much for a "quieter" digging session expanding into Another Emotional Journey, I was in 
non-stop action, haul, shuttle, stack, haul, shuttle, stack... The result of the mornings effort, 
60-70 skip loads stashed in the entrance and another 20 or so still on top of the slope. There 
must be plenty of space in the dig now. 
 
The refreshments at the Hunter's, were particularly enjoyable today. 
 
9th November 2017 
 
Another fine team assembled on a Thursday evening. With Jake, Jonathon, Nick, Tav, 
Brockers, Duncan and Mike. 
 
The initial plan was to clear-out the bags and rocks left underground last Saturday, and to start 
sorting the slumped wall, but there was collusion. 
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Jake started on the re-construction works, I headed-off underground, to clear the spoil left on 
top of the slope, and to look at a 'bulge' of rock that could be removed. Brockers and Nick 
followed me below, to do the haul and shuttling, the rest of the team were clearing the entrance 
and sorting the bags, or so it was assumed. 
 
I heard whispering, "...entrance is nearly cleared...they don't need any more people on the 
surface...you go up and dig, Nick". So, Nick and Brockers came-up to dig. 
 
At the end of the session, upon exiting the cave, there was a surprise on the surface, the bags 
weren't emptied. Jonathon had been abandoned, left to haul 120 loads up to the surface alone, 
105 bags and 15 skip-loads of rock - a stoic effort. Then, a melee, as the bags were duly 
emptied and counted, ready for the weekend. Much banter ensued. 
 
11th November 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Brockers and Tav. 
 
More heavy rain, another section of spoil-heap wall has collapsed. We'll have a wall-sorting 
session when it dries-up a bit. 
 
In the cave, there are plenty of drips forming several puddles, at least the passage of skips 
will be well lubricated. 
 
Jake started on Another Emotional Journey, loosening the spoil with a mattock, then shovelling 
it into bags. I was on the slippery slope, hauling the filled bags and occasional rock from Jake, 
up to Jon, on top of the slippery slope. Brockers was hauling and shuttling the spoil to Tav, on 
the surface.  
 
Seventy-four loads were hauled out to the surface, 65 filled bags and 9 skip-loads of rock. 
Some of the bags were not so easy to empty, now that the sediment has become claggy. Still, 
another good session and still plenty more to come. 
 
16th November 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Nick, Jonathon, Duncan and Mike. Our ‘sympathies’ are with poor Brockers 
who was tucked-up in bed with ‘man-flu’. 
 
Me digging, Jon loading the spoil into the skip behind me, Duncan's turn on the slippery slope, 
hauling the skip, transferring it to Tav, on top of the slope. Nick was doing the haul and shuttle, 
with Jake on the surface. Mike, who was a little behind time, joined us a bit later and, I assume, 
helped-out on the surface or on the haul/shuttle. 
 
Digging, usual thing, loosen sediment with a mattock, fill a bag, pass-back to Jon, repeat. 
Working along a fissure/rift, where c.3m ahead there appears to be a wall and a possible left 
turn (north) but can't be certain until we get there. Happily digging away, a hole appeared in 
the floor, open space, a draught. Jon had a look, Tav came to have a look, interesting. 
Unfortunately, we had re-connected to a dig at the bottom of the 'lower' series that contains 
Nick's pit prop, another leg to the 'round trip'. This outcome was not unexpected. That said, 
the dig was never finished and, the fissure/rift still need to be followed. As ever, there is plenty 
of stuff to keep us occupied for a long time yet! 
 
On the surface, the team were obviously in a rush to get to the pub and had left, I locked up 
and followed. I didn't give a thought until later, how many skip-loads were brought out to the 
surface? 
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Jake later confirmed the skip count, 30 bags and 6 loads of rocks. 
 
18th November 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Nick, Tav, Brockers and Matt. 
 
Jon's turn to dig, Tav was to clear-away, but quickly completed the survey too, Brockers was 
on the slippery slope, with Nick on top of the slope, Matt and Jake sharing the haul and shuttle. 
My turn up-top, on the surface. 
 
Initially it was quiet, so Jake returned to the surface to do walling. I, too, was adding to the 
wall. After a while, Matt called-out to say there was a backlog of bags, Jake returned 
underground. Then followed about 40 loads, one after the other, the backlog was transferred 
from below ground to above it. After that the bags kept coming at a steady rate, this meant 
there was not enough time to empty many of the bags. The haul rope, by now, was 
impregnated with mud and was wet making it difficult to grip. Eventually, thins settled down a 
little and Jake returned to the surface to help empty the bags, some of the bags were reluctant 
to disgorge their contents, the sediment is now, claggy. 
 
Nick moved back to help Matt on the haul and shuttle, this resulted in another quick-fire 
session of hauling. In total, 83 loads out to surface, 78 bags and 5 loads of rock. It was pub-
time! 
 
Got down to the farm and was changed, when I realised that I had left my caving helmet up at 
Hallowe'en Rift, so I trudged back up the hill to fetch it. My, once waterproof, shoes have holes 
in them. 
 
21st November 2017 
 
Solo. 
 
It was a bit of a struggle this evening with the kit in the wet, mucky conditions. This was not 
helped by all the loose crap at the top of the slope and, down it too, probably the result of 
some pointless digging activity last weekend. At Another Emotional Journey, it was claggy and 
took some doing to place the kit out of the drips there. 
 
Two holes drilled into the bulge of rock, to ease the passage of the skip and two holes, either 
side of the fissure to widen it making digging a bit more comfortable. It was a slow trip out with 
the kit and wire, but all sounded well at the end of it. 
All that's left to do now is to clean all the kit! 
 
23rd November 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Nick, Brockers, Duncan and Mike. 
 
First task was to check the results of the IRS and to retrieve the wire, it could do with a little 
TLC. The bulge has been removed, and some large flakes of rock taken-off either side of the 
fissure, making it wider. Satisfied, I went back to join Duncan on the haul and shuttle, I did the 
hauling, no kneepads. After the digging stint on the weekend, Jonathon was on the surface. 
Brockers forged ahead on the digging front, Nick and Mike assisting, Jake was on top of the 
slope. 
 
After recent rain, the drips are bigger and there are more of them, the spoil is becoming even 
claggier. The large rocks took their toll on the skip and, towards the end of the session, it died. 
Jake replaced it and took pleasure in the ease of movement a new skip affords.  
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A total of 58 loads were hauled out to the surface, 33 bags and 25 skip-loads of rock (although 
the rock-net was employed for a couple of rocks). A fine evening session. 
 
25th November 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Tav, Brockers and Nick. 
 
Brockers, sporting a pair of dapper orange dungarees, in a 'Southern Comfort' style, was on 
surface duties; Jonathon on the haul and shuttle; I was on top of the slope. Jake was on the 
slippery slope leading to Another Emotional Journey, where Nick, assisted by Tav, was 
digging. 
 
Bags and rocks were coming through at a steady rate when, there came a lull in proceedings 
as Nick moved a large slab of rock that became wedged tight in the fissure, effectively 
preventing any more forward progress. Then followed the sound of the rock being battered 
with the sledgehammer, the rock finally succumbed, and was moved to one-side with some 
difficulty, and there it remains. Bags and rocks started to be moved out again. The dig face 
has become a little squalid, Nick started to show signs of despondency, this is not permitted 
and Tav told him to get on with digging. 
 

 
 
Above image is 'rock of the day', it has some interesting striations, presumably these were 
formed during sediment transport in a high energy environment. 
 
At the end of the session, 80 loads shifted out to the surface, 64 bags and 16 skip-loads of 
rock. 
 
28th November 2017 
 
With Roz. 
 
Some more induced rapid speleogenesis. 4no. holes, left-hand side of the fissure, to make it 
wider and easier to work. It's still wet and rather claggy, difficult to get boots free from the mud 
after drilling holes. Still, all good, there should be some rock to shift next digging session. 
 
30th November 2017 
 
With Jake, Tav, Brockers, Jonathon and Mike. 
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Jake had opted for surface duties this evening; Brockers doing the haul and shuttle; Jonathon 
on top of the slope; I was on the slippery slope that leads to Another Emotional Journey, 
where, Tav was digging with Mike assisting. 
 
The IRS had the desired effect, the fissure is now wider and, initially, there was some rock 
debris to shift, some sediment had also been loosened. The drier, cooler weather recently has 
resulted in a reduction of the drips, it's remains a little squalid in places, but there wasn't a 
constant drip, drip down the back of the neck. 
 
At the end of another productive session, 38 loads were hauled out to the surface, 21 bags 
and 17 skip-loads of rock, including Nicks pit-prop, it was a bit on the fousty side. 
 
2nd December 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Brockers. 
 
A smaller team today, after some discussion and shifting about; Jake digging, I was assisting, 
Brockers was on the slippery slope and Jonathon at the top of the slope where the bags and 
rock were stashed. 
 
Initially, Jake dug in the alcove, leading north, where the sediment was drier. The work 
continued until a rather large boulder (?) was exposed, far too big to move, impeding any 
further progress in this location, at least for the present. So, attention turned to continue 
working along the fissure, some fractured rock was removed, then bags of claggy sediment 
and gravel. The sticky mud makes movement somewhat laborious. Meanwhile, I set about 
battering a large boulder with a lump-hammer. The boulder is in the way of another potential 
dig, that could lead over the top of the fissure and false calcite floor. The boulder is starting to 
succumb but requires some more attention. 
 
Eventually, the available stacking space was filled, we moved back to clear the bags out of 
the cave. 45 bags and a couple of stones were hauled out of the cave, the rocks were left at 
the top of the slope until the next session. Still, a good effort with a small team. 
 
7th December 2017 
 
With Brockers, Jonathon, Tav, Nick, Duncan and Mike. 
 
Duncan at the end of Another Emotional Journey, digging in the sloppy, sticky bit; I was 
clearing the bags and continuing the assault on the slab of rock, it did succumb; Jonathon 
was, once again on the slippery slope; Mike at the top of the slope and, I assume, Brockers 
and Nick sharing the haul and shuttle; leaving Tav, alone, on the surface. 
 
After rain, it was wet and rather squalid in places. 
 
Twenty-nine bags and sixteen skip-loads of rock were shifted out to surface, forty-five loads 
in total, to keep Tav busy and warm. 
 
9th December 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Brockers, Nick, and Jake. 
 
At Another Emotional Journey, I took up position in the primary dig, Jonathon assisting and 
paying some attention to the secondary dig site, Brockers on the slippery slope once more, 
Nick at the top of the slope and [unofficial] tertiary digger, Jake on the haul and shuttle, spoil 
was stacked in the entrance. 
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Initially, I concentrated on removing the spoil from higher-up in the fissure, there has been 
some undermining and stuff is beginning to fall onto anyone digging below. While I was 
loosening the spoil, Jonathon was clearing sediment from the potential lead over the top of 
the fissure. The idea was to keep Nick busy; it didn't quite work; Nick spent his spare moments 
clearing the passage along Merlin's back to rock. 
 
Working along the fissure, I exposed a small hole that appears to continue, there is a draught 
of air, possible circulation. In the fissure, is a degraded calcite vein, this also, seems to have 
some tiny gaps beyond. Looking up to the top of the c.3m high fissure, there is the underside 
of a false floor containing some shattered stalactites within calcite flowstone. Just as I had 
cleared away the last of the loose material and we were preparing to head-off to clear the 
entrance, I asked Jonathon to pass the hammer and chisel, I had noticed a fracture in the left-
hand rock wall. A couple of blows and some leverage with a bar, the fractured rock gave way, 
resulting in a pile of rock and sediment on the floor. More interestingly, the fractured rock 
seemed to have formed a corner, and now it had been removed, there appears to be a 
widening of the fissure, negating the requirement for IRS, for the time being, there is plenty of 
scope for further progress, and potentially in a north to north-east direction.  
 
The pile of debris was left, to be cleared out mid-week and we set-off to clear the entrance. 
Today's count, 59 bags and a few loads of stones. There remains a pile of rocks at the bottom 
of the entrance, the priority was to get the bags emptied. It had been another satisfying 
session. 
 
14th December 2017 
 
With Brockers, Jonathon, Tav and Duncan. 
 
Jonathon at the forefront, assisted by Brockers, it was Duncan's turn on the slippery slope, 
with Tav on top of the slope, I was 'Billy No-mates', on the haul and shuttle. 
 
The drip was strong tonight, each loaded skip arriving on a little bow-wave, attempts to drain 
the puddles proved futile. The bags of sloppy sediment were stacked in the entrance, this 
compresses them, it doesn't improve the task of emptying the bags later. The rocks were 
stashed to one-side. 
 
Time passes quickly on an evening and soon, we were moving back to clear the entrance of 
bags. Brockers had, rather cunningly it was suggested, swapped places with Jonathon. This 
resulted in Brockers getting the easier option of loading the skips to the surface, while Jon got 
the privilege of emptying the bags he had previously filled. 
 
The final count for the evening, 36 bags to the surface and emptied, the rocks were left 
underground for another session. 
 
16th December 2017 
 
With Jake, Nick and Tav. 
 
It was Brockers turn to dig but, he had gone to Bristol, we suspect Christmas shopping to 
purchase some squealish delights! This left us in a bit of a quandary, without our lead in 
Another Emotional Journey, what were our options? 
 
When it was suggested, it was a fine morning, we were only a small team, it will be squalid 
underground, and, we had said, why don't we sort-out the spoil heap wall? There wasn't too 
much resistance, so that's what we did. 
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I had to venture underground to look at a [potentially] loose slab of rock. At the top of the slope 
there had been a slump of sediment - about a wheelbarrow full. Another Emotional Journey 
was, indeed, wet, a puddle of water on the floor was drained away before the slab of rock was 
tapped and poked, it seems okay to me, the crack appears to be a bedding joint and was 
always there, no requirement for immediate action. 
 
Back at the entrance, I called to Nick and we removed the dozen or so loads of rock from the 
bottom of the entrance. I was asked to go and get a mattock and spade from the top of the pot 
to aid the surface works. 
 
On the surface, wall building was being carried-out in earnest with two sections receiving some 
attention. The largest section is to be terraced due to the height required, the second section 
increases space by encroaching into the bramble patch. The slumped spoil was levelled-off, 
and the walls built consolidated. Eventually we ran out of suitable rocks for building and 
decided to go to the pub. I'm sure more rock will become available soon. 
 
21st December 2017 
 
With Jake, Brockers, Nick, Tav, Jonathon and Mike. 
 
After a 'shopping' trip last weekend, Brockers didn't miss out on his turn up front and was ably 
assisted by Nick, Jake on the slope and I was at the top. Tav, on haul and shuttle, occasionally 
assisted by Mike, Jonathon was on the surface, also assisted by Mike, who was on a dual role 
this evening. 
 
As expected, it was rather squalid at the dig and the bags, when filled, felt quite liquid, they 
were going to be a 'joy' to empty. It must be said, the bags when empty are almost as weighty 
as they are when filled. I cleared a few bags of slump material from the top of the slope to add 
to the bag count. Although some rocks were cleared out, as many, if not more were left in the 
alcove at the top of the slope. 
 
We returned to the surface, to find it had been raining, and helped to empty the last few bags. 
The count, 43 bags and, possibly, a dozen loads of rocks, there is a discrepancy here due to 
a malfunction of the tally system. 
 
It was quiet in the Hunter's...until we arrived. 
 
23rd December 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Nick, Jake and Brockers. 
 
Nick digging, always good for him to be kept busy and out of mischief, Jake, after replacing 
the defunct skip, cleared the filled bags and stones away from the digger. It was my turn on 
the slippery slope, hauling the skip, then man-handling the bags and rocks up to Jon, at the 
top of the slope. Brockers, all by himself, on the haul and shuttle and stacking the spoil in the 
entrance, with no-one to talk to, the voices in his head kept him company. 
 
About fifty bags were filled with sediment, most of it slop, these were going to be a 'joy' to 
empty, some more rocks were also added to the spoil stack. We decided then, it was time to 
go and clear-out the entrance. After being stacked and compressed the bags were, indeed, 
not easy to empty, but there was plenty of banter to keep us entertained as the task was 
completed. Also, gave the lock a bit of a clean and sprayed with WD40, before locking the 
cave and walking down the hillside to the farm. The field was left with red-brown streaks after 
rolling in the wet grass to remove the excess mud from oversuits. We changed and headed 
up to the Hunter's Lodge Inn for our usual de-briefing. It was good to see Alex there too. 
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28th December 2017 
 
With Jonathon, Nick, Jake and, eventually Brockers, who turned-up later. 
 
A morning start, as we were all off work during the winter festivities. Plenty of ice and some 
snow on the hill, so Jake met us at the farm, not good weather for motorcycles. 

 

 
 
Jake digging, I was clearing the bags and stones in, probably, the drippiest part of the cave, 
Jonathan on the slope. Nick, after replacing the skip on the haul and shuttle, was on the top 
of the slope. 
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Initially, the bags were stacked on top of the slope until Brockers turned-up, the spoil was then 
transferred to the bottom of the entrance rift. Each bag when filled, soon turned into slop, it 
was not going to be fun extricating the sediment from the bags after they had been 
compressed. Fifty bags (5 packs) filled, it was time to go and clear-out the spoil. Jake, 
however, remained for a while to mix some cement with sediment and fill an annoying hole 
that impedes the skip. Hopefully, the stabilised sediment will have hardened sufficiently by 
Saturday. 
 
In the meantime, the entrance was cleared, the bags were emptied, everyone out, the cave 
secured, it was time to go. Another squalid session over, good progress being made. 
 
30th December 2017 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Nick, Tav and Brockers, who had collected a new digger for the team, 
Mike Willett (his contribution to the team effort didn’t last long!) 
 
Mike, as guest of honour for this session, was given the dubious pleasure of digging; I was in 
the drippiest place again but, to be honest, it wasn't so drippy today. Jonathon was on the 
slippery slope once again, with Tav on top. Brockers and Nick were sharing the haul and 
shuttle, leaving Jake on the surface to haul-out and empty bags and wall-building, should the 
opportunity arise. 
 
At the dig, a large puddle of water had formed, fed by the seepage of water from the sediment 
noticed last session. Initial attempts to get rid of the water failed so, Mike concentrated the 
digging effort to clearing-out a small alcove on the north-side, where a narrow space could be 
seen, the immediate potential here appears to be limited. As ever, it wasn't too long before the 
team had sourced some bailing kit and we were able to drain the puddle sufficiently to enable 
digging to resume following the main lead. Sixty or so bags filled, some forward progress 
achieved, was a good enough effort for the session and we were ready for the pub. Each of 
the team left the cave with a substantial coating of sediment adhering to oversuits. 
 
The last session of 2017. 
 
6th January 2018 
 
With Jonathon, Jake, Nick and Brockers. 
 
Festivities over, things return to normality. 
 
My turn up front, digging; Jonathon, after three days on his sick bed had wrested himself away 
to attend, stood in the 'drippiest' spot and cleared away the filled bags to Brockers, back on 
the slippery slope. Brockers, in between bags, ventured down into Tuck Shop to break-up 
some of the rocks still there. Jake was on top of the slope and Nick on the haul and shuttle, 
the spoil stashed in the entrance. Nick, also, dug a channel to drain away the puddles along 
the passage from the entrance. 
 
Some bailing of water was required before the digging effort could commence, this didn't take 
too long. Continued to follow the choked rift, as forward progress was made, the sediment 
remaining overhead became self-digging, largely induced by a strong seepage of water. A bar 
was utilised to alleviate this occurrence, revealing a narrowing of the rift above, lower down 
the rift continues, there is a small gap over the top where air movement can be detected, and 
it's wide enough to work. 
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The usual 50 bags took a bit longer to fill than anticipated and the call came that the team 
were leaving to start emptying the bags, Jonathon and I filled the last couple of bags and 
joined them. All of us were suitably coated in mud after today's effort. 
 
11th January 2018 
 
With Jonathon, Brockers, Nick and Mike M. 
 
Jonathon up-front digging, Brockers clearing away the filled bags to Nick, on the slippery 
slope, Mike was on top of the slope, loading the skip to me, on the haul and shuttle. 
 
It's still wet and muddy. After replacing the skip, they are wearing through at an alarming rate, 
around 40 bags plus some stone were hauled from the end and stacked in the entrance. At 
the end of the digging session, the bags were hauled out of the cave and emptied. There was 
plenty of jovial banter as the bags were being relieved of their contents. 
 
13th January 2018 
 
With Brockers, Jonathon and Nick. 
 
On the surface, prior to venturing underground, the drier bags were collected, shaken to 
remove any loose sediment, packed-up and dispatched into the cave, ready to be re-filled. 
 
A rather subdued Brockers, suffering the consequences of a self-indulged malady, was doing 
the digging. Nick was clearing away the spoil, loading the skip to me, on the slope, from here 
I man-handled the bags to Jonathon. Jon, on top of the slope, stacked the filled bags and 
stones into the available space there. 
 
When four packs of bags had been filled and stored, a brief discussion, shall we fill another 
pack, or should we empty those already filled? It was decided to head out and clear the cave. 
Jonathon went up to the surface, I was on the shuttle, Nick hauling the skip, Brockers at the 
top of the slope loading the skip. The bags and stone were quickly moved, the bags were 
hauled out to the surface, the stones left at the bottom of the entrance. The final task of the 
day was to empty the bags, 39 of them. Some were easy to empty; some were not and some 
of the bags had reached the end of their usefulness. 
 
Satisfied with the morning’s effort, we left for the farm and refreshments at the Hunter's, where 
we were met by one of those that had fallen by the wayside. 
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Found last weekend during digging activities by Jonathon, another cobble of lias, with 
striations etched out along laminations and cleavage (?). 
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This weekend, Brockers recovered this fragmented stalagmite from within the sediment as 
digging progressed. The cave must have been open a long time for this to form. The image 
above was taken with LED illumination, the one below using subdued flash. 

 
 

 
 
20th January 2018 
 
With Brockers, Jake, Nick and Matt. 
 
Five go Digging! 
 
Nick filling the bags, I was clearing the bags away to Jake, on the slope, passing the spoil up 
to Matt, who was loading the skip to Brockers on the haul and shuttle. The spoil was stacked 
at the bottom of the entrance climb. 
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Prior to the dig commencing, some bailing was required, the drip was strong today. The 
sediment, when first loosened is quite dry but, many of the bags are damp, causing the spoil 
to adhere to the inside, especially when the bags have been compressed. In between moving 
bags, I removed the old skip that had been wedged into a crack to form a platform, and 
replaced it with stones, makes the step up to load the skip a bit easier. The rift, at present, is 
about 7m long, with a vertical range c. 1.5 to 2.5m. The dig is becoming narrow, not quite 
shoulder width, so some alteration might...will be required soon. Keeping the drill and batteries 
dry and clean will be difficult though, still that's an issue for another day. 
 
When four packs of bags (40) had been filled and stacked in the entrance, we decided it was 
time to go and move them out to the surface and empty them. Along with the bags, the rocks 
that had been left in the entrance for a while now, were also removed. 
 
It was raining too! 
 
23rd January 2018 
 
With Matt, Brockers and Duncan. 
 
It was as wet and mucky as expected. 
 
As I drilled the required holes, 4no. 550mm x 12mm, and sorted stuff out, with Matt's 
assistance, Brockers replaced the skip on the long haul and then, finally got the better of the 
last boulder in the Tuck Shop. Meanwhile, Duncan took the opportunity to explore the rest of 
the East Series and completed the round trip before returning to help haul my kit out and the 
fragmented rock from the Tuck Shop. 
 
Everything done, the evening was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. The rock was left at 
the base of the entrance for another day. 
 
25th January 2018 
 
With Jake, Nick, Brockers, Jonathon and Mike M. 
 
After reeling in the wire, I was upfront clearing the rock and gravel back to Jon. Mike, back on 
the slippery slope was then transferring the spoil up to Brockers. Jake was on the haul and 
shuttle, Nick on the surface. 
 
The IRS had the desired effect, and the end of the rift is now suitably widened. After shifting 
the loose debris, spent a little time with a hammer, bar and chisel to check for fractured rock 
still adhered, all good for digging on the weekend. 
 
Nick had it good on the surface, busy, but not very many bags of slop to contend with, just 
bags of gravel and, the occasional cobble-size stone. The count was thirty bags and quite a 
lot of rocks, plenty of supplies for wall building. 
 
Satisfied with the evenings work, it was time for the Hunter's. 
 
27th January 2018 
 
With Brockers, Jake, Nick, Jonathon and Tav. 
 
Jon digging, Tav, back into action after a few weeks off, was clearing back to Nick, on the 
slope, Jake, up top, loading the skip to Brockers on the haul and shuttle. Surface duties for 
me. 
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While waiting for the first bags to arrive, cleared-out a broken branch and re-located the 
pterodactyl to a new branch. Then the bags started to arrive, I can't say they were a joy to 
empty, but it was okay. The rain, which didn't let-up all morning, kept the haul rope usable, it 
didn't become caked in mud, which usually means it is difficult to grip. Odd thing, at 40, 50 
and 60 loads out, an especially heavy bag or two, the old back was not a fan of these. On one 
occasion, I heard some grumbling from below, the skip that had been replaced on Tuesday 
evening had already failed and needed another skip to take its place. Getting the frayed ends 
of the haul rope through the holes is never easy when everything has a liberal coating of mud. 
 
The final count 74 loads out to the surface, 67 filled bags, all emptied, and 7 skip loads of 
stones, waiting to be used in the wall. Another fine session. 
 
30th January 2018 
 
With Roz. 
 
After a decent dry day...it's still wet and muddy underground! 
 
Continuing the expansion works at the current end of Another Emotional Journey. Drilled 4no. 
550mm x 12mm holes on the left-side of the rift. It's so much better with some assistance, 
keeps the kit that bit cleaner. The evening was brought to a satisfactory conclusion.  
 
We stopped in at the Hunter's on the way home, well, churlish not to! 
 
1st February 2018 
 
With Jonathon, Jake, Brockers, Nick and Duncan. 
 
Initially, I went to the end, reeling in the wire as I progressed, to check the results of Tuesday 
evenings effort. It had done just what it was supposed to do. Satisfied, I turned back and took 
up position on the haul and shuttle. Brockers, after bailing out the pond, was upfront, aided by 
Nick, who was clearing back to Jake on the slope, Duncan was up top loading the skip to me. 
That left Jonathon on the surface, hauling and emptying. 
 
After not very long, I had to replace the skip, we are wearing them out at an alarming rate, the 
plastic used to form the drums is not very resilient, probably something to do with 
biodegradability. Later, at the end of the session Jake mentioned the replacement skip was 
already worn-out. Changing the skip caused a backlog of spoil and it wasn't too long before 
the team decided to move back and get the cave cleared out, I went up to the surface to join 
Jonathon. 
 
The total count for this evening, 49 loads out to the surface, 25 skip-loads of rock and 24 bags. 
 
3rd February 2018 
 
With Nick, Jake and Jonathon. 
 
For one reason or another, a smaller team today. 
 
Nick's turn to dig, after bailing of course, Jake clearing away, it's getting a long way now, the 
rift is c.10m in length and progressing. I was on the slope, man-handling the bags and 
occasional rocks to the top where, due to the size of the team, I loaded the skip to Jon, on the 
haul and shuttle, the bags and stones being stacked in the entrance rift. 
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Jake had cut-up a piece of quarry conveyor belt to fit inside the skip and provide some 
cushioning, this seems to have prolonged the life of the skip and it didn't need replacing this 
session. 
 
At the end of the digging, I went to the end to assess whether some induced rapid 
speleogenesis would be required in the mid-week. I was pleasantly surprised to see that a 
small space had been revealed, Nick commented that air movement could be detected, it's 
always encouraging to have space to follow. As for IRS, it will be done, keeps the working 
space more comfortable and spoil removal better managed. 
 
As usual, the last task of the session was to haul-out the bags and empty them, the stones 
were cleared-out too. Today's tally: forty-two bags and half a dozen skip-loads of stones. 
 
Today's refreshments had been earned! 
 
6th February 2018 
 
With Roz. 
 
Drove over the hill in quite a flurry of snow. 
 
Underground, at the end of Another Emotional Journey, continued with the expansion of the 
rift, 4no. holes, 550mm x 12mm, all nicely charged and tamped, rolled out the wire and the 
evening, brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 
The snow, by now, had turned to sleet and come to, not much. 
 
8th February 2018 
 
With Jonathon, Mike M, Brockers, Duncan and Tav. 
 
At the end of Another Emotional Journey, I cleared the debris that resulted from Tuesday 
evenings effort, Jon shifting the rocks and bags filled with gravel along the rift to load the skip 
to Mike, on the slippery slope. Brockers, at the top of the slope, transferred the debris into the 
skip down to Duncan, on the haul and shuttle. Tav was on the surface. As usual, this wet 
winter, bailing was required before the digging activities commenced. 
 
A total of 41 loads were moved-out to the surface, 14 skip-loads of rocks and 27 bags of gravel 
and finer sediment were emptied. 
 
We arrived back at the shed just in time, the skies opened, and it bucketed down, again! 
 
10th February 2018 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Tav. 
 
A smaller team assembled at the Hunter's on another wet Saturday morning, ready to go 
digging. 
 
At Hallowe'en Rift, while I opened the gate, the others packed bags prior to going underground. 
Jake, then went ahead to start bailing before digging, there were a few bags at the end left-
over from Thursday evening. Jonathon was next in-line, clearing the filled bags and 
occasionally rocks, along Another Emotional Journey, loading the skip to Tav. 
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The haul through from Another Emotional Journey. Photographed by Mike Moxon.  
 
With the smaller team size, Tav had the double-handling task of hauling the spoil from Jon, 
then up the slippery slope to transfer the spoil to the skip down to me, on the haul and shuttle. 

 

 
 
Brockers at the top of the slope. Photographed by Mike Moxon. 
 
The bags were then, stacked neatly in the entrance rift ready to be hauled out later, the few 
stones were put to one-side. A steady pace was maintained through the session, some of the 
bags seemed like they were going to be a joy to empty. Then, it was time to all move back and 
clear the spoil from the cave, up top it was still raining but not too heavily. We took it in turns 
to haul the loaded skip up the rift, the rope wet and very muddy, making it slippery and difficult 
to grip. Once on the surface, the bags weren't too much of a problem to empty. The count for 
the session was 49 bags (or 50, if you prefer rounded-up numbers) and a few skip-loads of 
stones. 
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As it did on Thursday, as soon as we were back at the shed, it rained heavily. Time for the 
pub, then rugby (6 Nations). 
 
13th February 2018 
 
With Jake. 
 
Always good to have some company and a helping hand with the kit. 
 
At the current end of Another Emotional Journey, another 4no. holes, 550mm x 12mm, were 
drilled and filled, continuing the expansion of the narrow fissure. 
 
While I was doing the drilling and things, Jake practiced his alchemist arts, combining sloppy 
sediment and cement to create 'mud-crete', this was then used to fill the deeper divots, near 
to the bridge over the pot, along the haul route. This will ease the passage, and prolong the 
life, of the skips. There were some tricky moves required on the way out with the wire to avoid 
the repairs. 
 
The evenings work was brought to a satisfactory conclusion, this resulted in disturbing the 
peaceful slumbers of the roosting pheasants in the trees near to the cave entrance.  
 
It was a cold, frosty evening, the stars were good though. 
 
17th February 2018 
 
With Jake, Jon and Tav. 
 
A small team for a Saturday again, no bother, still plenty to keep us occupied. 
 

Jon in Another Emotional Journey.  

Photographed by Mike Moxon. 
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On arrival at the farm, it appears that the 'Bambi-Man' is not pleased with us and had left us a 
little note: 

 

 
 
Some people are so precious about their 'sheds on wheels'! 
 
At the end of Another Emotional Journey, I went ahead to check Tuesday's effort before Jon 
started digging, all was good. Tav was second in-line, on the long-drag back to load the skip 
to me, on the slippery slope, where I man-handled the bags and rocks up-slope and loaded 
the skip to Jake, on the haul and shuttle. As usual, the spoil was stashed at the bottom of the 
entrance rift, to be removed later. 
 
The 'mud-crete' had set, making a smoother drag-run for the skip, although the skip eventually 
succumbed, and a replacement was required, the skip had been in a poor state before today's 
effort began. 
 
It was another good steady session and a total of 58 loads were cleared-out to the surface, 
41 bags and 17 skips of rocks. 
 
20th February 2018 
 
With Brockers. 
 
Straight-up to the current focus of attention to continue the expansion of the fissure; 4no. 
holes, 550mm x 12mm, were drilled and filled. While I was doing that, Brockers replaced 
another of the skips and fettled the wire. All preparation and other tasks completed; the 
evenings work was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 
24th February 2018 
 
I was away this weekend attending a workshop 'Integrated Microscopy Approaches in 
Archaeobotany' at the University of Reading. And, very good it was too. 
 
However, there was an attendance at Hallowe'en Rift. Nick penned the following summary: 
 
" A four-man team, Brockers, Jake, Matt and Nick, assembled. 
 
After the usual pre-session discussions on the inappropriate actions of all those not present 
digging commenced. It was Nick at the face, Jake, then Brockers and Matt in the newly 
designated ‘Spastic Spot’ at the top of the slippery slope. There were 10 loads of rocks hauled 
out and 30 bags of mud and gravel. When the production rate slowed, Nick continued digging 
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while the others moved outwards to clear the cave. The way on, well, it’s sort of lacking an air 
space, and isn’t the most compelling lead, but we have seen worse! 4 full bags were left in the 
cave. A retreat towards the Hunters was made in a timely manner, i.e. early." 
 
10th March 2018 
 
With Nick, Brockers, Jake, Jonathon and Matt. 
 
Digging resumed after a brief postponement due to last week’s snowy weather. 
 
Scratched around for a while at the end of Another Emotional Journey (AEJ). Here, the fissure 
has become choked with calcite and the lower bedding appears to pinch-out. The rest of 
today’s session was spent excavating another narrow fissure on the north-side of AEJ. The 
silt fill becomes silty sand at the base and is also calcified here. There is some space at the 
top, but this doesn't appear to develop further, at this stage. Filled c.40 bags. At the end of the 
digging session, Jake and myself had a discussion, we thought that it would be an idea to try 
digging along the bedding, over the top of AEJ. 
 
On the surface, Jonathon relayed the count for the day, c.50 bags and c.10 skip-loads of rock, 
Nick had been busy elsewhere, 'tidying' along the approach passage. 
 
17th March 2018 
 
I was attending a BCRA Cave Science workshop on cave climate at Pooles Cavern, Buxton, 
Derbyshire so unavailable for digging. However, other team members were in attendance, this 
witty ditty was penned by Tav: 
 
The Ballad of Hallowe’en Rift 
 
by Bard Senseless 
 
For the log of Hallowe’en 
On this day, March Seventeen 
Four hardy souls did brave the beast 
Descending earthwards from the east 
 
Through horizontal rain and sleet 
They battled on with frozen feet 
To reach the safety of the mound 
From whence they vanished underground 
 
Jon was on the slippery slope 
Brockers up front diggin’ 
Jake in darkness in between 
Tav on haul and sleddin’ 
 
For two hours they did all they could 
Until the final tally stood 
At 22 bags and 4 of rocks 
Lord bless their little cotton socks 
 
Then up to empty out the spoil 
The product of their worthy toil 
A-shivering’ in the icy blast 
They spoke of hopes for caverns vast  
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Does it go then? Does it bugger 
Then quick lads to the Hunters’ fast 
Then home to watch the rugger 
 
Which was shit by the way. 
 
24th March 2018 
 
With Jake, Jonathon, Tav, Nick, Brockers and Alex. 
 
A good team turn-out today. Jake went ahead to start digging, with Tav assisting. They were 
followed by Jonathon, Nick and Brockers, Alex and I remained on the surface. While Alex 
hauled the spoil from the cave, I went dry-stone walling, continuing the reconstruction of the 
spoil-heap wall. 
 
The bags started to come from the cave at a good rate, the reason being, Nick had started 
digging somewhere along the approach passage. Alex didn’t have much time to empty the 
bags, so I stopped wall building and went to help-out. 
 
About 70 bags and a dozen or so skip-loads of rock were hauled-out of the cave, about 40 of 
the bags were from the ‘official’ dig-site. 
 
The focus of attention has switched to a route that leads over the top of Another Emotional 
Journey (AEJ), an area we paid some attention to in 2014 (I checked the log-book), before 
getting side-tracked by a hole in the floor and followed that downwards, eventually emptying 
out quite a large chamber, that is now connected to AEJ. It is, however, much easier to get to 
now, and spoil removal will be far more efficient. 
 
At the end of the session, Jake was suitably impressed, and enthusiastic, by progress and the 
prospects ahead. The dig, a partially choked phreatic arch with some fine scalloping in the 
roof, the sediment fill is a mixture of sandy silt and thin calcite ‘false’ floor, there is a gap over 
the top, c.100-150mm height, the direction is trending east. Sounds interesting. 
 
31st March 2018 
 
With Alex, Jake, Nick, Tav, Jonathon and Brockers. 
 
The Magnificent Seven. Jonathon digging, Tav clearing, Brockers and Nick on the slippery 
slope, I was hauling, Alex doing the shuttle, leaving Jake on the surface, in the rain, and feeling 
hungover after a night of over-indulgence. 
 
The has been a lot of rain recently, throughout the cave there are plenty of very active drips, 
and it was squalid...very squalid. Each skip arriving accompanied by a wave of slurry. I got 
quite chilly sat in a puddle of thick, muddy water. 
 
The skip, of course, needed to be replaced, not an easy task to free-up the muddy knots, but 
it was done. A grand total of 51 bags and 22 skip-loads of rock out to the surface. Most of the 
rock removed comprised 25mm to 75mm thick calcite, the remnants of a false floor situated 
between sediment comprising silty fine sand. 
 
By the time we had all exited the cave the rain had ceased, we made our way down to the 
farm, then to the Hunter's Lodge Inn. 
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7th April 2018 
 
Tav digging, Nick clearing, I was on the slippery slope, Jake at the top, Alex on the haul and 
shuttle, leaving Jon on the surface. 

 
On arrival at the end, we discovered, there had been a bit of a slump on the slippery slope, a 
large flake of rock had become detached and was now lying on the slope. It was an 
obstruction, that took a combined effort from me and Jake to ease down into Tuck Shop, along 
with another smaller rock that had also fallen. That done, we settled down to some steady 
spoil removal. Occasionally, the odd bag was topped-up with some of the loose sediment that 
the rockfall had brought down. At the end of the session, 52 bags and 10 skip-loads of rock 
had been hauled-out to the surface. Another good effort, the digging at the end is, somewhat, 
constricted. 
 

 
 

14th April 2018 
 
With Jake, Jonathon and Ray Deasy. 
 
An, otherwise, small team assembled bolstered by the unexpected, but welcome, arrival of 
the antipodean contingent - Ray. 
 
At the end of the current focus of attention, I was digging, filling bags and removing rocks, 
passing the spoil back to Ray, who was clearing and loading the skip to Jake, on the slope. 
Jonathon was at the top of the slope, where the bags and rocks were stored, ready for removal 
later. 
 
Initially, I opened-up a small connection back towards the slope, this will allow for an easier 
passage of the skip. There is a lump of rock causing an obstruction that will require some 
attention, another trip in with the capping kit will sort this out. That done, attention was 
concentrated on making some forward progress. Although awkward in the constricted space, 
it is enjoyable digging. There is some clear space over the top of the sediment, but it is small, 
we are, at present, following a fine, phreatic arched ceiling. Every now and then, some 
fractured stalactites are found within the sediments, along with sections of detached, broken 
calcite floor.  
 



dighalloween  

207 

 

 
 
Digging isn't speedy in the rather snug passage, there is some air movement, Ray wearing 
cotton overalls was getting a bit chilled as the session progressed. It was soon time to move 
back and clear the spoil from the cave. I was amazed at the tidiness of Jon's bag stacking and 
the temporary drystone wall created from the rocks removed. Today's total, out to the surface 
was 30 bags and 10 skip-loads of rocks. 
 
Another fine well-being session for the OCD - Obsessive Compulsive Diggers! 
 
28th April 2018 
 
With Jake, Nick, Jonathon and Alex. 
 
After missing a digging session last weekend, due to a variety of reasons, the team re-
assembled to return to the fray. 
 
Jake upfront digging aided by Nick, Jonathon was on the slope clearing away the filled bags 
and rocks, loading them into the skip at the top of the slope to Alex, on the haul and shuttle. 
After doing the digging last session, it was my turn on the surface. 
 
I had mistakenly thought that the cooler weather recently would result in an absence of 
midges, I was wrong, in the shelter of the woods, the entrance to HR seems to have its own 
micro-climate, it was still and warm, and there were midges, lots of them. That aside, I did 
manage to get some rocks added to the wall before the flow of bags and rocks from below 
ground became a bit too regular. The task of hauling the spoil up the entrance wasn’t made 
any easier by the claggy, slippery rope. 
 
Today’s total count was 73 loads out to the surface; 64 bags were emptied and 9 loads of 
rocks, most of which had been added to the wall, some interesting pieces were put to one side 
for examination later. 
 
Another productive digging session. 
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5th May 2018 
 
With Brockers, Jonathon, Alex and Duncan. 
 
As our guest of honour, Duncy got to go upfront and dig, assisted by Jon, Alex went to the 
slope, Brockers on the haul and shuttle and I was on the surface again. 
 
Duncan supplied some insect repellent that proved to be very effective. It was warm on the 
surface and there were plenty of midges and other flying insects but, none bothered me. I 
managed to get a good bit of walling done in between hauling and emptying bags, any rocks 
were added to the construction too. It was peaceful and rather pleasant on the surface in the 
warm sunshine, the leaves now bursting open, a vibrant green, the birds were singing. 
 
Soon though the session was over, 60 bags had been emptied, 11 skip-loads of rock added 
to the wall. It was thirsty work and refreshments were eagerly anticipated, time for the Hunter’s. 
 
12th May 2018 
 
With Jake, Tav, Brockers, Alex and Jonathon. 
 
Jonathon digging with assistance from Alex, who was clearing the filled bags and occasional 
rocks to Brockers, on the slope. The spoil was loaded into the skip and I hauled and shuttled 
the bags and rocks to the entrance where Jake and Tav were on surface duties. In addition to 
hauling spoil from the cave, wall building was continued. 
 
It wasn’t too long before the skip required replacement, this done, the skip moved smoothly 
along the passage, a joyful thing. Ahead, on the digging front, it seems there were a variety of 
discussions taking place, such as, the benefits of alternating left-handed and right-handed 
diggers in the low passage, and the merits, or demerits, of having two people in-line that have 
issues with authority. Never mind, spoil was removed at a steady pace. I had some time to dig 
some sediment from the low passage that leads to the west series, a follow-on from Brockers 
effort last session, it is hoped the passage to the east will drain into here. 
 
At the cessation of today’s activities, 51 bags and 9 skip-loads of rock were hauled out from 
the cave. The surface team had depleted the supply of available rocks, we’ll need some more 
to continue the wall building. Another productive session, pub-time. 
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19th May 2018 
 
With Alex, Brockers and Jonathon. 
 
Alex digging, Brockers clearing away and doing some tidying-up, I was on the slope and 
loaded the skip to Jon, on the haul and shuttle. The bags, and very occasional rocks, were 
stacked at the bottom of the entrance. 
 

 
 
At the end of the digging session, 38 bags were hauled-out and emptied, somehow Alex forgot 
about the rocks, they’ll have to wait until next time. 
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26th May 2018 
 
With Nick, Jonathon, Alex and a late, but welcome, appearance by Tom Chapman. 
 
It was my turn to dig this session, Nick was aiding the clearing of filled bags, assorted rocks 
and modifying the skip-run. Jonathon was on the slope and loading the skip to Alex doing the 
haul and shuttle to the entrance. Tom had turned-up, without any kit, hauled-out the spoil and 
emptied the bags onto the heap. 
 
At the dig-face, things were progressing satisfactorily, when a small hole opened, from which 
air movement could be felt. After a bit more work the hole was large enough to see space 
beyond. Nick came through to have a look. Following a more concerted effort, a small rift 
chamber could be seen, more digging and eventually, I wriggled through into the rift chamber. 
It was c.2.00m long, c.2.00m high and c.0.40m wide, it is blocked at the eastern extent by a 
rather fine ‘stal’ boss, more interestingly, to the left-side (north) a low bedding continued with 
c.0.25m high space over sediment, the full extent of the bedding could not be ascertained at 
this time, it was from this that the air movement was emanating. It looks a very interesting 
prospect indeed, obviously there is a lot of spoil to shift to make access easier and the way 
ahead workable. Nick and Jonathon both came through to take a gander. 
 
As for the skip-run, it is more aesthetically pleasing to look at, but its functionality is rather less 
satisfactory, let’s say, it is a work in progress! 
 
About 40 bags and, possibly 10 skip-loads of rocks were hauled out to the surface and added 
to the spoil-heap. All in all, a productive morning’s work and it was pub-time.  
 
2nd June 2018 
 
I was away on the Gower this weekend exploring coastal caves and digging Harry Thomas’s 
Cave with John Cooper. Alex sent the following summary of Saturday’s activity in Hallowe’en 
Rift. I suspect the team comprised Alex, Jake, Jonathon, Nick and Brockers: 
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“Dear Vincey On the Gower, I have news about the shower, and their efforts digging 
underground today! The Foreman twas quite mean, also a little green; he forgot the timepiece! 
which means that there is over-time to pay!  The tally man doth say the score was 65! some 
rocks, and an ever-growing void.”  
 
9th June 2018 
 
With Jonathon, Alex, Tav and Brockers. 
 
Jonathon at the sharp end, Alex clearing the filled bags and rocks, Tav, returned from injury 
and it’s his birthday, jumped the queue and was on the slope, Brockers on the haul and shuttle, 
leaving me on surface duties. 
 
On the surface, there were flies, lots of flies, and the clegs seem particularly vociferous this 
year. I did try applying plenty of ‘Skin-so-Soft’, but that doesn’t stop them surrounding you and 
buzzing, always buzzing. Tried to keep moving around, find a bit of breeze and avoid standing 
too close to the entrance until necessary. The clegs appear to accumulate around the 
entrance, probably waiting until you are committed to hauling-out of the cave, then they 
pounce. 
 
Still I survived, and today’s tally was a total of 62 loads, comprised 44 bags and 18 skip-loads 
of rocks. Not all the spoil came from the end, Brockers busied himself ‘tidying’, the low passage 
leading to the West Side receiving special attention. 
 
When the team emerged from the cave, there was lots of positivity regarding the prospects 
ahead. 
 
16th June 2018 
 
With Jake, Nick, Tav, Alex, Jonathon and Brockers. 
 
A good team assembled today. Alex forging ahead, Brockers clearing away the filled bags and 
occasional rocks to Jake and the intermediate transfer station, I was on the slope pulling the 
skip through to remove the contents, take the spoil up-slope to load into the skip to Tav on the 
haul and shuttle with Nick, or so I thought. I had mistakenly suggested to Nick that, if there 
was time, he might like to continue opening the low passage to West Side, and so improve 
drainage along the haul and shuttle route. The outcome was, Tav did the haul and shuttle, 
Jonathon, on the surface had a lot more bags to haul-out and empty, at least he wasn’t being 
plagued by clegs today. 
 
Back at the dig front, I had to concede, one of the large boulders impeding the free passage 
of the skip was manhandled through and dropped into Tuck Shop, where it can be dealt with 
later. There’s room to swing the sledge in the chamber. The other, larger boulder was 
subjected to a concerted beating from Jake, but only partially did it succumb. I rolled one large 
lump down through Merlin’s to Tav. 
 
The skip along Merlin’s to the haul and shuttle soon needed to be replaced, the cave has dried 
out considerably, the skips will probably wear out even quicker now. The dryness has 
increased the drag on the skip and rope requiring a lot of effort to pull the skip along, we had 
to resort to one bag at a time.  
 
At the end of the session, Brockers, Jake and myself all went to the dig-face to peer into the 
prospects ahead. It does look enticing, the c.200mm gap over the sediment continues, 
perhaps 4m is visible at the present, and there is air movement. Plenty of spoil to shift as well. 
Today’s tally was 100 loads out to the surface, not all from the dig-face. 
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23rd June 2018 
 
With Brockers, Tav, Nick, Jonathon and Duncan. 
 
A rather subdued Brockers, suffering from a self-inflicted malady, hung-over, was digging, I 
was clearing away the filled bags and rocks, loading the skip to Tav in the intermediate position 
guiding the skip on its way to Nick on the slope. Nick transferred the loads to the next skip 
down to Jon on the haul and shuttle. Duncan, unable to dive in Wookey Hole today due to a 
wedding taking place, had volunteered for surface duties, not entirely sure whether he was 
fully aware of the flies, especially on this fine and very warm morning, stoically he carried on. 
Alex, unable to dig today due to surgery, was out on a ramble and paid a brief visit to the cave 
entrance before continuing-on his way. 
 
At the dig, Brockers had worked his way into the bedding and, after some fettling of the skip 
run, I was able to sit-up in the little rift chamber and fill bags as Brockers loosened the 
sediments and load the skip from there. Some large detached lumps of flowstone were 
dragged into the rift where there is room to swing the mini sledgehammer. After a while, 
Brockers reported back that the prospects ahead looked very good and he could see 
something to the right-side. The haul and shuttle again difficult due to the dry conditions had 
accrued a small backlog, I stopped filling bags, and went to the end to look. Shifted back some 
more slabs, inched forward a bit more, turned on the focused torch, and it does look very good 
indeed. Just ahead, to the right, a continuation of the rift appears to be open, probably another 
digging session away. To the left, a phreatic tube/arch is seen to continue, how far is difficult 
to assess at this time. Called back to Tav and Nick that they really wanted to come and look, 
they came, and they were enthused. Nick couldn’t understand why we were going to the pub 
but, I was desperate for a wee. In truth, there’s still quite a bit of digging to be done to gain 
access to the passage ahead and make it comfortably workable. 
 
I’ll probably try and come in and apply some IRS on Tuesday evening. There are a couple of 
boulders and a bulge of rock that are impeding easy passage of the skip. It’s getting a long 
way from the slope to the dig-face now. 
 
Back on the surface, Duncan had survived the flies, with copious applications of ‘Skin-so-soft’ 
and had hauled 64 loads out of the cave. 
 
30th July 2018.  A successful session! 
 
With Tav, Nick, Jonathon, Jake, Duncan and Brockers. 
 
Me digging, Tav clearing the spoil and filling bags, then loading the skip to Nick positioned in 
the intermediate hauling spot at the beginning of Another Emotional Journey, Jonathon on the 
not so slippery slope, Jake and Duncan on the haul and shuttle. Water had been collected and 
poured down the haul route facilitating an easier passage of the skip. Brockers on the surface, 
wrapped like ‘The Invisible Man’, protection from the biting, buzzing flies. 
 
At the digging front, much of the spoil initially comprised slabs of degraded flowstone, coarse 
gravel to boulder size, some conglomerate too. Finer sediment was then removed. Forward 
progress was quickly made, and I wriggled through into the open passage glimpsed last 
session. Some clearing away of slabs of flowstone and I slid into a finely decorated rift 
chamber. The chamber aligned east/west, about 4m length, circa 3m at the widest point and 
up to about 4m high, has some decent flowstone on the south-side and some small botryoidal 
formations. The chamber has a gravelly floor and a ‘lawn’ made-up of thin tree-roots. The floor 
drops down at the east-end where there is a small hole, a place we are not to dig. The bedding 
on the north-side of the rift chamber continues, low and partially filled with sediment. Just 
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beyond the pinch point, another phreatic arch looks to go north, a small gap beyond a mud 
cone can be seen. To the east, the bedding still goes on, again low and partially sediment 
filled, there’s plenty of digging to be done yet. The initial investigation over returned to the 
pinch point to enlarge it and the approach through the bedding. The spoil was again loosened 
and pushed back to Tav who bagged and sent the skip on its way to Nick and the journey out 
of the cave. Eventually, we had progressed forward, everyone had to shift forward a position 
and Nick came-up to join Tav and me at the dig. We’ve probably gained a good10 metres this 
morning. Digging was finished in time for the team to look at today’s progress. Any suggestions 
of digging downwards in the rift chamber were to fall on deaf ears. 
 
Back on the surface, ‘The Invisible Man’ had hauled 33 bags and 25 skip-loads of rock, 
according to the Brockers method of counting whereby, any skips of rock deemed too light are 
not counted individually but are added up to make one decent load. 
 
It was almost time for the pub, but we were temporarily delayed by ‘four damsels in distress’ 
who had lost their way in the wood. They were given directions to find the right path and we 
were able to go the pub for refreshments.  
 
3rd July 2018 
 
With Roz and Alex 
 
We arrived at the farm to find that the cows had escaped from the field and were exploring the 
yard. We helped to round them up and persuaded the cows to return to the fields, before 
getting ready to walk up to the cave. 
 
After many years of digging, all have gone down the slippery slope and followed Another 
Emotional Journey, it now seems that we are being led Up the Garden Path. 
 
The skip route Up the Garden Path is obstructed by two boulders and a bulge of rock; 4no. 
500mm x 12mm holes were drilled, 2no. in the bulge and 1no. into each boulder. While this 
was being done Roz and Alex carried on to the dig where they dug some more sediment from 
the floor and bagged it up. They went through to the end to look at the newly accessed rift 
chamber and see the potential ahead for themselves. Alex took some bearings, confirming 
that the passage is trending west to east. 
 
When they returned, I could make the necessary connections, retire to a safe location and 
bring the evening to a satisfactory conclusion. 
 
There will be plenty to clear on the weekend. 
 
7th July 2018  
 
I was away on Gower this weekend but Tav penned an account of Saturday’s activity in 
Hallowe’en (it has been slightly edited). 
 
“Tav, Nick, Jonathan, Jake, Duncan, Brockers & Alex. 
 
A strong team assembled for what promised to be a particularly busy session. Three main 
tasks were planned. First was to clear the bang debris created the previous Tuesday. Second 
was to complete excavation of the crawl to the new chamber discovered last week and install 
a new return skip, and third was to begin work on opened the continuation of the bedding 
beyond the new rift chamber. This had provisionally been named Up the Garden Path but as 
there already is one in Withybrook Slocker it will have to be renamed.  
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While Tav set about installing the new skip and examining the bedding-plane, the rest of the 
team began removing the bang debris. Nick was behind Tav, with Jonathan and Jake between 
him and Duncan, who was situated at the top of the slippery slope. Brockers drew the short 
straw and spent a non-stop session on the haul and shuttle, passing them on to Alex to haul 
them out to the surface. Nick then moved up to enlarge the entrance end of the new skip run, 
while Tav enlarged the other. This was quickly sorted, and attention shifted to pushing the 
pointy end. Using an obvious access point located to one side of a fake ‘T’old Man’s Wall’, 
situated immediately above the pot in the floor, Tav quickly gained 3m of wide and continuing 
bedding plane. The possible black space to the north proved to be a mirage – the only way on 
being the main route to the east which continued in fine style. Numerous slabs were quickly 
removed and sent out of the cave before proceedings were slowed slightly by a very large 
flowstone boss, which obstructed access to what appeared to be more open passage beyond. 
A combination of Tav, Nick and especially Jake, eventually persuaded the very large slab to 
exit the bedding plane, where it was deposited on the floor above the pot. This allowed Jake 
to quickly push forward for a further 2m until the lateness of the hour, coupled with a call for 
help to remove a backlog of rocks accumulating further back in the cave, brought the days 
digging proceedings to a close. It is estimated that only a further 15-20 minutes work will be 
required to enter an open section of bedding a couple of metres ahead. This looks to be about 
3m long with a possible extension down to the right and the bedding-plane can be seen to 
continue beyond – albeit partially choked. A strong draught continues to blow out, and 
immediate prospects look very encouraging.  
 
Due to several team members being unavailable for next weekend it has been suggested that 
we return on Tuesday night to try and gain access to the visible space. Alex lost count but 
estimated that 100 skip loads were removed, two-thirds of which was rock. A solid and positive 
session, fully deserving of the usual, if slightly later than normal refreshment.” 
 
10th July 2018 
 
With Nick, Jonathon, Jake, Alex, Brockers, Duncan and Tav. 
 
Nick was digging, Alex on the haul and shuttle, Tav and I were on the surface, the rest of the 
team positioned themselves wherever they needed to be to move spoil out of the cave. 
 
Initially, Tav was hauling and I was emptying bags and adding rocks to the wall. Then, Alex 
moved up to the slope and I went below ground to do the haul and shuttle. Later, Alex returned 
to do the haul and I continued with the shuttling, a backlog to clear. As the session was nearly 
over, I decided to go up to the end to have a look at progress. We must have gained c.20m 
during the last few sessions, in fits and starts maybe but good progress. From the rift chamber 
entered 30/06/18, the way forward leads north-east to east, low c. 0.4m but there is width 
c.2m, although it does pinch in on either side, the low passage continues c.10m then further 
progress is stopped at a speleothem blocked north to south aligned fissure. Here are some 
fine fractured stalactites 100mm to 150mm dia. lying on the floor (?). Although air movement 
can be detected at this point, it seems much diminished. A clear direction forward is not 
obvious, yet. The current approach through the low passage is minimalist and requires some 
further attention, the best way to proceed might then be better assessed. The glimpse of 
something to the north is still a possible option, as is keeping east and following the line of the 
west to east aligned fissure. Still, all good stuff and the skip route is much improved. 
 
It was time to leave. 55 skip-loads of spoil – bags and rocks – were hauled out to the surface, 
a fine effort for a Tuesday evening, and another successful outcome, more metres gained. 
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14th July 2018 
 
As previously mentioned, the title “Up the Garden Path” has been used elsewhere, in line with 
some recent correspondences, Jake has suggested the name “The EGO has landed!”. 
 
Duncan and Naomi’s wedding today. Only Jonathon and Alex were available to keep up the 
good work in Hallowe’en Rift. Alex penned the following summary (edited): 
 
“A diminished but strong team today. It was initially quite warm underground with little sign of 
the draught. This was to change! 
  
Jon and Alex went to the new chamber “The EGO has landed!” and discussed what best to 
do. The advice of the sage elders was ignored, the feckless youths deciding to follow their 
senses, the draught, and the moon milk instead! Therefore, Jon started to dig out the floor of 
the pot, whilst Alex broke up the boulders from the previous session. Once the boulders were 
removed, Jon continued to dig downwards in the pot, and Alex retreated to the original rift 
chamber to haul and stack the spoil Jon was removing; Whilst in between loads, battering the 
calcite boulder that impinges on the new skip run. As Jon removed spoil from the pot, the 
draught returned, and the air became distinctly chilly again.  
  
After digging ceased, Alex returned to the chamber to find that at the bottom of the pot, Jon 
had uncovered a strongly draughting bedding plane appearing to head due north. 2-3 inches 
of airspace is extant in the bedding and it appears to be filled with small rocks, formerly bedded 
stal and gravel.  This is probably the best prospect for now? 
  
20 bags and five skip-loads of rocks were removed to the surface.” 
 
21st July 2018 
 
I had spent the early part of the week (16th-19th) at the University of Sheffield Zooarchaeology 
Labs attending an intensive but informative course “The History of the British Fauna: wild and 
domesticate vertebrates”. The course was delivered through lectures and practical sessions.  
 

 
 
Following the three-day course, a visit to Creswell Crags, including a tour of the museum and  
caves to see the faunal remains and some of Britain’s oldest ‘cave-art’. 
 

Creswell Crags. 

The entrance to 

Boat Cave on the 

left. 
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Unfortunately, the latter part of the week was marred by some negative correspondences, 
which meant I wasn’t really in the mood to go digging in Hallowe’en Rift. Others did, and their 
report follows: 
 
“John, Jake, Paul, Alex 
  
Paul and Jake went to the new chamber, where Paul started digging in the floor’ 
 
Whilst Jake loaded the spoil in to skips that passed to Alex at the stal boss and thence to John 
who stacked them on the slope.  After 26 bags and 13 skip-loads of rock had been removed, 
the whole team then moved back and cleared the days efforts out of the entrance.  It was 
noticed that whilst Paul was removing spoil from the pot, the draught increased considerably, 
making things very chilly indeed; moving Jake to complain of having white finger. 
  
The prospects ahead look very good, with 3-4 metres of passage being visible, with airspace 
of 125-150mm over a bed of rock slabs and stal, overlying gravel.” 
 
Tav, obviously with too much time on his hands, came up with the following statistics: 
 
“Based on your blog here's a list of the number of trips (i.e. time and effort) expended by the 
current team since 1991. 
 
Vince - 478 trips; Tav – 217; Jake – 214; Alex – 173; Nick – 166; Jon – 86; Brockers – 64; 
Matt – 39; Roz – 26; Dunc – 17; Mike M – 10. 
 
Mental!” 
 
24th July 2018 
 
With Jake and Tav 
 
I wanted to look at the current dig to see whether an application of IRS might be required and 
to photograph the fractured stal in the north/south rift at the [current] furthest point of the 
passage, perhaps evidence for earth movements. Jake is off to Scotland for a month, also 
wanted to get a good look at the current dig. Tav thought it a good time to get some surveying 
done. We did all those things. About 40m of passage surveyed. A good evening and the 
prospects ahead look very encouraging. 

 

This carved image 

has been suggested 

to represent an ibis. 
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The way forward is obstructed by some slabs of degrading flowstone, they are loose but 
there’s not quite enough space to shift them. The floor can be dugout to give more room for 
progress to be made. About 4m ahead there appears to be more space and there is cool air 
movement. 
 

 
 
The survey, latest section in red 40m, overall cave length 220m. 
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26th July 2018 
 
Due to meetings, work commitments and some other reasons the Wookey Hole digging team 
was rather depleted only Jake and Jonathon were available. Not much the two of them could 
achieve in the sand dig in 20 so they went to Hallowe’en Rift.  
 
At the draughting dig, the floor was lowered, the filled bags and rock stacked in any space 
available, and the large slab of degraded flowstone removed and reduced to more 
manageable pieces. The way ahead is still obstructed but the digging is easier, mostly smaller 
slabs and finer sediment.  
 
The team were enthused when we met-up later after the progress meeting with Wookey Hole 
Caves.  
 
28th July 2018 
 
With Alex, Jonathon, Jake and Brockers. 
 
Alex digging, lowering the floor of the rift to be able to get into the passage beyond. Meanwhile, 
there was a backlog of spoil to shift from Thursday’s activities. I loaded the skip to Jonathon 
who hauled it along to the sit-up chamber, there he transferred the load to another skip hauled 
by Jake to the slope. Jake then man-handled the load up the slope, into another skip down to 
Paul on the haul and shuttle. Pouring a little water down the passage makes the skip hauling 
much easier. The spoil was stacked at the bottom of the entrance to be removed later. 
 
Eventually, Alex made enough room to gain access to the low passage and make some 
forward progress. Filling a couple of bags then dragging them back, sometimes with a few 
stones too, and passed them up to me in the rift where the spoil was dispatched on its journey 
to the entrance pile. 
 
At the end of the session, I swapped places with Alex to have a look at the dig. Wriggled 
forward over some lumpy sediment, brushed loose stuff aside and gained another couple of 
metres in the low, but wide, passage. Can’t really see the full extent to the left and ahead, a 
lot more clearance required, but to the right it does appear roomier, in-line with the east/west 
rift. There is a big stal boss on the floor and I think some cryogenic crystals on the roof – need 
my specs to see properly, next session, bring the camera too. 
 
It was time to make our way out of the cave and to clear the pile of bags and rocks from the 
entrance. Thirty-nine bags were hauled out and emptied, Jon had used a couple to fill holes 
along the haul route to ease the passage of the skip. There were lots of rocks too, but no-one 
was counting, at least thirty probably. Plenty of wall building material now available. It had 
been another good session, but not the passage gained as hoped, still plenty to do.  
 
4th August 2018. An unexpected development! 
 
With Jonathon, Duncan, Tav, Brockers and Alex. 
 
The first task of the day was to set-up a drag tray to make the digging in the low bedding a bit 
easier. That done, I went into the bedding and filled the skip, Jon then hauled the full skip back 
to the rift chamber and bagged the contents, the bags then sent on their way to be stashed in 
the entrance. The spoil mostly comprised variable sized lumps and slabs of degraded and 
fractured calcite flowstone, occasionally some finer sediment. Progress along the low bedding 
was quite rapid and it wasn’t too long before I was able to gain access to the roomier chamber 
on the south side (wrong direction). A quick scan of the chamber, some gardening to make it 
more comfortable, then, at the base of a marl-filled fissure a small gap was noticed, beyond 
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which a mud-covered floor could be seen. “There has been an unexpected development” I 
called back to Jon, who followed me through into the chamber, later Duncan joined us. I pulled 
some rocks from the small gap and soon it was just big enough to wriggle through on my back 
kicking finer sediment ahead of me. I was gobsmacked by what I saw, a roomy chamber with 
some very fine formations, at the end, an opening to a continuation, the air was cool. Jon and 
Duncan followed me through, it was decided that we should get the others and Duncan went 
back to get them. While we were waiting the access-point was enlarged.  
 
The team was soon assembled in the chamber, there was excitement, Jon led on through the 
window into the space beyond, taking care to avoid a rather fine, but vulnerable, stalactite. I 
followed Jon and was surprised to see him standing up, “got a ladder” he said. He was 
standing on the edge of a rift c.15-20m deep. Everyone came through and it was an 
exhilarating experience after all these years. Tav tentatively descended the slope with Alex 
but they decided a handline was required and came back-up, Brockers went back to the sit-
up chamber to get a rope. Meanwhile, I partly descended to the slope and dug my way into 
an annex chamber, a continuation of the main rift. I returned to find the handline was in place 
and climbed down to a jammed rock part way down the rift, from the boulder a clear drop to 
the floor below. It was decided that we should return with bolts and ladders so that a safe 
descent to the bottom could be made. A traverse across the rift and scan with a torch revealed 
what looks to be a continuation, but that will be confirmed later in the week. We exited the 
cave to clear the bags from the entrance, perhaps for the last time. 
 
After the survey had been carried-out a couple of weeks ago, Tav had mentioned that we 
really needed to go north or go down – well the cave has done both of those. Just goes to 
show persistence pays off. 
 
8th August 2018 
 
With Roz, Nick, Mike, Tav, Jon, Brockers, Duncan and Alex. 
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A big group assembled tonight but, plenty of room in the cave. Between us we dragged enough 
kit to rig several pitches. Nick leading the way followed by Mike and Roz, the rest of us were 
in the cave on Saturday when the breakthrough was made. They were impressed. 
 

 
 
At the rift, Nick and Mike descended to the jammed boulder, while Brockers and I put in a bolt 
and tied-off another hand line (later, a ladder was put in place). We then descended to the 
jammed boulder, bolted and rigged a ladder and line for the descent to the bottom of the rift. 
Nick descended first. From the bottom of the ladder, a steeply sloping floor goes down 
northwards.  
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The floor is comprised of very loose, very shattered calcite flowstone and other formations, 
probably the result of earth movements (or frost shatter). The way on is choked, more digging 
will be required yet. We spent some time removing several boulders, cobbles and gravel, a 
gap can be seen and there is good air movement. We can remain optimistic. 
 

 
 
Meanwhile, Duncan and Tav were surveying the latest discovery, c.50m of passage, this 
brings recent progress to c.90m, good going! 

 
 

 
 
When the team had had their fill, photos taken, it was time to exit. It’s a proper caving trip now. 
To the Hunter’s for refreshments, of course. 
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An Unexpected Development, first descent 8th August 2018 
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11th August 2018 
 
With Brockers, Nick, Jonathon, Duncan, Tav and Alex. 
 
A bit of a consolidation session was planned for this morning. Brockers and Nick set off into 
An Unexpected Development descending the rift to start digging at the bottom, Brockers re-
rigged the ladder and line on the way. Jon and I helped carry tools to the rift before marking-
out a pathway to avoid the formations along the approach passage to the rift. Duncan and Tav 
were surveying, while Alex went to some less well visited areas in the cave to collect the tat 
that has left behind, a cave de-clutter is going to be done. 
 
To the right-hand side of the breakthrough point into An Unexpected Development, another 
small gap had been noticed. While surveying on Wednesday evening, Duncan and Tav had 
recorded a length of 6m with the Disto X, an upper continuation of the passage beyond some 
calcite formations. Me and Jon decided to enlarge the gap and see what lay beyond. After 
clearing away the loose gravel and cobbles we encountered a rather obstinate boulder that, 
at first, I thought was solid floor, but after scratching around it for a while, I managed to jam 
the small pick under an edge, it moved. Eventually, we managed to remove the boulder and 
with a bit more digging I was able to wriggle through into the passage beyond. I went forward 
a few metres to look around a left corner and returned, “better get the others” I said to Jon, 
who was busy enlarging the squeeze. Jon went to the rift and called down to Brockers and 
Nick. When they reached us, Brockers went on to find Duncan, Tav and Alex. Jon and I 
continued to enlarge the squeeze and wait for the team to arrive. 
 
We were sat at the corner, when voices could be heard from a small hole above us, there is a 
connection to the small rift chamber before the low crawl to An Unexpected Development. All 
assembled, Brockers led the way followed by Alex and the rest of the team. A sizeable well 
decorated chamber was entered. There were some big formations, again with evidence of 
fracture and re-growth. Around a right-hand corner the passage closed down, although 
continuations beyond some calcite formations and a low sediment filled bedding were noticed 
it was thought these probably led to known sections of the cave. Later, the survey confirmed 
this. Not worth pursuing. While Duncan and Tav surveyed the new section, I went to join 
Brockers and Nick digging at the bottom of the rift, Jon and Alex continued with the de-
cluttering. 
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It was soon time to exit the cave. On the surface, a brief discussion as the cave was secured, 
30m is the surveyed length of the new extension, 80m in a week. Another very satisfying 
session! 
 
14th August 2018 
 
With Roz, Duncan, Tav, Nick, Brockers and Jonathon. 
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I went with Roz to the new extension of An Unexpected Development to take some photo’s, 
Duncan, Tav and Jon went to Trick or Treat area to continue with the survey, Brockers and 
Nick went down the rift to start building a wall and do a bit of digging. 
 
Photo’s done, ended up at the top of the rift where we met Jon emerging from the annex 
chamber. Nick and Brockers ascended the pitch and before leaving the cave, a loose boulder 
was removed from a precarious situation and some more loose gravel and cobbles cleared 
from the head of the pitch. 
 
18th August 2018 
 
I was away this weekend assisting with a cave exploration on the Gower Peninsula. However, 
other team members kept up the good work. The following summaries by Tav and Nick, 
respectively: 
 
“Nick, Jon, Mike, Dunc, Tav 
 
Dunc & Tav continued the survey, completing the section below the Tuck Shop, Another 
Emotional Journey and the links to the Lower Series and everything upstream as far as the 
breakthrough into An Unexpected Development. The only section left to do is the upstream 
part of An Unexpected Development, the pitch and the side Annexe Chamber, which we 
visited but did not survey.  
 
Meanwhile Nick, Jon and Mike continued with the dig and walling. 
 
A chilled and productive session.” 
 
“Three retaining walls started, one at the base and two further up slope to attempt to stem the 
tide of scree that is trying to roll down, also to provide stacking space for spoil. All would 
probably be improved with a bit of cementing. 
 
Only a few skip loads came out of the dig itself which would benefit from a proper skip and 
short rope system. Struggling to feel a draft at the end, which is a tad worrisome, but this may 
be due to increasing mud content between the rocks.” 
 
Some observations regarding speleogenesis were made and have been noted. 
 
21st August 2018 
 
Solo 
 
A trip to take more photographs and have time to get a good look around and make some 
observations of my own. It was a chilled and peaceful time spent in the cave. 
 
There is a change in the sediments that partially filled the low bedding sections on the 
approach to the breakthrough into An Unexpected Development. Initially, the sediments are 
mostly sandy silt with occasional cobble and boulder-size fragments of fractured calcite 
flowstone. The fractured calcite flowstone becomes more frequent and after the drop down 
through the draughting rift becomes the dominant component of the sediment fill. It was 
suggested that the damage was caused by earth movements but, after close examination of 
the sediments and some documentary research, this is unlikely, and the cause of the fracturing 
is through frost and/or ice. 
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Most of the passage in Hallowe’en Rift is shallow below the surface and root growth has been 
noted in several areas, there are snail shells in the extension to An Unexpected Development 
and some rare bat droppings. 
 

 
 

During the Pleistocene period, interglacial and warmer interstadial periods produced calcite 
flowstone deposition in the cave. Glacial or stadial periods caused periglacial activity in the 
cave, during which the calcite layers were fractured by frost heave and some redistribution by 
solifluction occurred.  
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Hallowe’en Rift was shallow enough for ice to form in the cave during glacial periods. During 
the build-up of ice and its subsequent thawing, ice can flow and slide, thereby stalactites and 
curtains can be sheared off the roof and stalagmites can be tipped over or sheared off their 
bases and displaced. Lumps of calcite enclosed in ice can be deposited on inclined surfaces 
or be left in precarious positions, i.e. at positions which would not be stable if deposited by 
falling. 
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Ice related damage covers a wide range of phenomena: 
 

• Missing ceiling formations of older generations; 

• Sheared-off stalactites and curtains, deposited on top of floor speleothems; 

• Broken and deposited stalagmites; 

• Sheared-off stalagmites which have shifted from their base but still stand upright; 

• Cracked conical stalagmites; 

• Tilted and leaning stalagmites; 

• Moraine-like piles of floor flowstone; 

• Precariously placed ceiling deposits. 
 

 
 

In addition to speleothem damage, freezing and cave ice can leave other traces: 
 

• Cryoturbation in cave sediments; 

• Solifluction deposits; 

• Transport of gravel without evidence of flowing water; 

• High collagen content of fossil bones’ 

• Loss of uranium due to ‘leaching’; 

• Scratch marks on cave walls. 
 
Further observations and comments 
 
“The polished nature of the dolomitic conglomerates was noted throughout most of the cave 
with hard limestone/dolomitic pebbles and crystalline red marl matrix having been eroded 
equally.  This erosion pattern is in marked contrast to the dolomitic conglomerates in Home 
Close where the softer matrix is eroded preferentially compared to the limestone pebbles that 
stick out as knobbly lumps.  The polished erosion pattern is consistent with a base of a 
streamway or a passage full of water as opposed to slow dripping of water. As similar polished 
conglomerates are clearly seen down the new pitch, as well as in the roofs of the horizontal 
passages which are phreatic in shape and have well developed scalloping, the logical 
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conclusion is that water that initially formed the pitch was upward flowing. Undoubtedly there 
has been a limited amount of inflow from above later in the history of this cave’s development, 
but it is relatively insignificant in terms of passage dimensions although highly significant for 
the development of the formations. 
 

 
Scalloping in the roof, An Unexpected Development. Direction of flow is left to right. 

  
The only other passage development of notable magnitude has been by a group of nutters 
using explosives.” (Hawkes, 2018) 
 
“From a speleogenesis point of view, possibly excluding the aven below the Tuck Shop and a 
few minor modern runnels, the cave is phreatic in origin. The few scallops that could be found 
all pointed outward, and this, coupled with the lack of any inflow passages into the pitch 
strongly suggested that the cave had been formed by water rising-up the pitch under a head 
of hydrostatic pressure before flowing outwards along the bedding planes. We considered that 
the original outlet was along the choked bedding-plane connection between the platform at 
the head of the pitch which emerges in the crawl just before the breakthrough point and then 
flows out along the upper series bedding planes. Later, presumably as the water level 
dropped, the water flowed out via An Unexpected Development and the various passages 
comprising the Lower Series. 
 
Where all this water ultimately derives from and where it's going remain a mystery, which is of 
course exactly how it should be.” (Price and Taviner) 
 
The enigma of the where the water comes from has several possible answers; including from 
fluctuating sea levels and/or from rising thermal waters. 
 
References: 
 
Nick Hawkes, Duncan Price, Robin Taviner (pers comms) 
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Joyce Lundberg and Donald A. McFarlane. 2007. Pleistocene depositional history in a 
periglacial terrane: A 500 k.y. record from Kent’s Cavern, Devon, United Kingdom. Geosphere, 
August 2007, pp 199-219 
 
Stephan Kempe. 2004. Natural Speleothem Damage in Postojnska Jama (Slovenia), Caused 
by Glacial Cave Ice? A First Assessment. Acta Carsologica 33/1, 18. p265-289 
 
25th August 2018 
 
With Nick, Jonathon, Duncan and Tav 
 
On recent trips into Hallowe’en Rift it has been observed that along the hands and knees crawl 
from the entrance to Stal Bend, there is a significant scatter of moth wings, Tissue moths 
(Triphosa dubitata) are common visitors to the cave. I assumed they are being predated by 
spiders, Meta sp., the soft body parts consumed, and the wings discarded. 
 
Duncan and Tav continued the G5 survey. The rest of us went to the bottom of the rift in An 
Unexpected Development and continued with the dig. I was digging, filling the skip, Nick was 
hauling it away and emptying the contents, Jon continued the construction of the retaining 
walls. Initially, the effort concentrated at the very bottom until it was decided a well-developed 
stal boss was blocking the way. Moved back a little bit and started to clear away the debris 
against the left-hand wall, towards the end of the session air movement was detected. 
 
Took some more photographs before climbing the ladder, exiting the cave to join the team at 
the entrance. 
 

 
 

Frost shattered calcite forms the sloping floor at the bottom of the rift,  
An Unexpected Development 

 



dighalloween  

231 

 

 
 
1st September 2018 
 
With Jonathon and Tav 
 
A small, but sufficient, team today. On the way to An Unexpected Development, I climbed 
down into the Tuck Shop to free a hauling rope jammed under a rock and tidy away another 
of the old skips ready for removal later. When I arrived at the rift, Tav was busy clearing some 
loose debris from around the jammed boulder. A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the 
stability of the boulder ensued, the outcome was it is fine, but we could do something to make 
it even safer sometime in the, not too distant, future. At the bottom of the rift, Jon got on with 
digging, me and Tav hauled and emptied the skip, a large rock was hauled out too. We finished 
digging a bit early as Tav wanted to remove an obstruction in the low passage leading to the 
old digs to the south-west of the entrance. After a joint effort, hammering, chiselling and 
barring, the obstruction was removed. This will allow water to drain more freely along the 
passage when it gets wet again. There is a plan for a mid-week dig here when the dig in 
Wookey 20 becomes flooded or too wet. 
 
It was noted that there are a lot of Tissue moths in the cave, near the entrance, didn’t notice 
any Heralds though. 
 
8th September 2018 
 
With Jonathon and Alex 
 
A small team again, mostly due to injuries and work commitments, but still an effective group. 
 
At the top of the rift, I decided to try out the new cows-tails and shunt on the descent (and, 
later ascent) but, concluded that some tweaking is required. 
 
At the bottom, I was digging, Alex and Jon hauling away the filled skips with occasional rocks 
and dispersed the contents. The slope has been terraced to give some stability and space for 
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spoil dispersal. The spoil comprises sandy, fine to coarse gravel of calcite and some 
conglomerate with cobbles and boulders of the same. There is some finer silty sediment at 
the farthest extent of the dig. A large obstinate boulder was getting in the way and required 
Alex’s assistance to remove it. When it had succumbed, it was man-handled, with some 
considerable effort, to a position where, with some mighty blows with the sledge, Alex could 
reduce it to more manageable pieces. Once it was out of the way, a better view of the way 
forward was possible. There are some small holes from which air movement was detected, 
roof pendants were also noted at the end. There does appear to be a way around a large stal 
boss but the floor needs lowering and, at least, one large boulder removing.  
 
It was, by now, time to make our way out of the cave. I collected an old skip from the top of 
the slope, filled it with tools and took it to the entrance where, there is quite an accumulation 
of digging paraphernalia awaiting removal from the cave. 

 
22nd September 2018 
 
With Pete “Snablet” McNab, Pete Bolt, Jonathon, Duncan, Nick and Alex 
 
Snablet’s on a week-long visit from New Zealand, couldn’t let him miss the opportunity for a 
digging trip. 
 
At the cave, Jonathon, Nick, Duncan and Alex set-off to the rift in An Unexpected Development 
to get on with digging. I led the two Pete’s for a look around the more recent discoveries before 
joining-up with the digging team. Snablet got very involved with the digging so we left him 
there, Nick had decided to return to the entrance and continue the enlargement of the passage 
leading to the west series. Pete Bolt and myself headed towards Trick or Treat, the duck is 
still dry, we returned along Toil and Trouble to join up with Nick and start clearing the backlog 
of spoil at the entrance, Pete loading the skip, I went to the surface to haul out. It was raining. 
By the end of the session, there is plenty of material for wall building. 
 
After a brief stop at the Hunter’s for some refreshment, several of us, Snablet, Pete Bolt and 
myself, we also persuaded Tangent to join us, headed down to Churchill to attend the BCRA 
Hidden Earth conference. A really, pleasant social afternoon/evening chatting to old chums. 
 
29th September 2018 
 
With Jonathon, Alex, Tav and Ray Deasy. 
 
Another antipodean visitor to the cave, Ray, back for an update, his last visit was earlier this 
year in April. 
 
Jonathon and Alex set-off with the ladders to rig the climb down the rift and continue digging 
while I took Ray on a tour around the latest extensions. Tav stayed near the entrance to carry 
on the enlargement of the passage to the west-side of the entrance and access route to the 
old digs (80s and 90s). 
 
Ray and I eventually, arrived at the bottom of the rift where Ray joined in with the digging 
effort, it’s currently hard going, very compact gravel and shattered calcite. I climbed back up 
the rift to put the pressure spray together, it was at this point that I wished that I had 
remembered to bring my glasses. Still, managed to cobble the spray together and started to 
wash the muddy footprints off the speleothems. Used all the available clean water and will 
require more to finish the job, probably bring in a soft brush. I called down to the others that I 
was going to make my way out taking the empty water container and spare ladders. They 
were going to dig for a little longer before making their way out and would de-rig the rift. I 



dighalloween  

233 

 

stopped, briefly to visit Broken Stal Aven to look for cryogenic calcite crystals, there were some 
possible, then continued out of the cave. 
 
 At the entrance, Tav had stacked some bags and rocks there ready to be hauled up to the 
surface. So up I went and sorted the skip and rope then pulled up the spoil. All clear, the others 
arrived, all out of the cave, gate secured and a walk down the hill to the farm in the warm 
sunshine. 
 
6th October 2018 
 
With Jonathon 
 
A much-depleted team due to work commitments, injuries and malaise. To cap it all, it was 
raining and rather chilly. 
 
We discussed our options while getting changed in the shed and, as Jon hadn’t really had the 
opportunity to look at the passages west (downstream) of the entrance we decided to continue 
the enlargement in that direction. The ladders were left in the shed, although I filled the water 
container and carried that up to the cave. I have a day off on Monday and plan to continue the 
‘stal’ cleaning later that day. 
 
At the downstream dig, Jon was upfront doing the brunt of the work, I was hauling the skip 
and stacking the spoil in the entrance. Some large boulder-size slabs were dragged back to 
the entrance where there is more space to swing a hammer and reduce them to skip-size 
pieces. By the end of the mornings digging, the passage is much roomier. A channel has been 
dug in the floor to allow water to drain, a length of pipe can be inserted, and a board placed 
over it will allow the skip to be dragged freely. The last task of the day was to haul-out and 
empty the bags on the surface – 29 were counted, the rocks were left for another day. A good 
morning’s digging. 
 
9th October 2018 
 
Solo (not really a digging trip!) 
 
Dragged the ladders, water container and camera plus sundry items including a small brush 
along to An Unexpected Development. The ladders will be needed for Sunday’s trip with Dr 
Gina Moseley et. al., the water and brush will be ready for a planned cleaning session early 
next week. I thought I’d bring along the camera just for something else to carry, I was not 
satisfied with the images last time I used the big LED array so decided to try again, 
remembered my glasses this time. It was more successful this evening and some of the 
images were better. I could spend hours in this part of the cave, the more you look around, 
the more there is to see and the better illumination from the LED array picked out some 
fascinating formations and phenomena to observe and ponder, bloody marvellous! 
 
Another early start in the morning so didn’t stop at the Hunter’s. Back at home, oversuit was 
into the bucket to soak overnight. Wash it off in the morning, a dry day forecast tomorrow. 
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Surveys drawn by Duncan 
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13th October 2018 
 
On Saturday I gave a poster presentation at the BCRA Cave Science Symposium, University 

of Bristol. 

Evidence for frost and ice damage of speleothems in Hallowe’en Rift, Mendip, some initial 

observations.  

Abstract: 

Recent discoveries in Hallowe’en Rift, Mendip Hills, Somerset, UK during 2018 have revealed 

some interesting morphological features and an abundance of shattered speleothems. It had 

been suggested that this damage was caused by earth movements. However, after a close 

examination of the speleothems, it is apparent that the cause of the fracturing and damage 

has been through the actions of frost and/or ice during the Pleistocene. 

 

Tav, Nick, Jonathon and a big welcome back to Brockers, went to Hallowe’en Rift. Tav sent 
the following account of the activities: 
 

Brockers was pushed up front to enlarge the way ahead, Nick was deepening the trench, while 

Tav hauled and smashed up the odd rock too big to fit in the skip. Jon earned the clear 

distinction of ‘digger of the day’ for hauling a gargantuan 102 non-stop skips out to the surface 

(65 rocks, 37 bags).  Then off to the Hunters’ for well-earned refreshments where we were 

joined by Jake and Matt and showed a bit of old bone to a couple of good-looking young 

women on their way to G.B. 

Rock of the day had to be the ‘old bone’, which subject to a clean-up we decided could be 

rock, bone stal or metal! 
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Unfortunately, when the ‘bone’ was scrubbed clean of the attached sediment it was found to 

be a speleothem masquerading as a bone. Fooled me too! 

14th October 2018 

With Dr Gina Moseley, Dr Marc Luetscher and Roz, we were later joined by Ray Deasy. 

Gina and Marc are Palaeo-climatologists, with a specific focus on cave sites, and had 

accepted an invitation to visit Hallowe’en Rift and comment on the processes that might have 

caused the damage to the speleothems and to look to see if there are any deposits of 

cryogenic calcite. Some time was spent in the rift in An Unexpected Development discussing 

the processes that might lead to a cave becoming filled with ice during periods of fluctuating 

temperatures, other thoughts were also expressed. Unfortunately, despite a thorough search 

no cryogenic calcite was found, Gina suggested that perhaps any CCC’s had been buried 

under later sediments. It was an enjoyable and informative trip. 

Ray was late arriving at the Hunter’s this morning and had missed a ride down to the farm. 

Not to miss out on a caving trip he continued his bike ride from the MNRC down the hill to 

catch us up. We had already walked up to HR and were underground, Ray met us at the rift. 

After the trip he insisted on pedalling back up the hill to the Hunter’s, in his wet suit, to meet 

up with Tangent and go digging in Stockhill Mine Cave.   

 

Photograph by Roz 

16th October 2018 

Solo 

A steady trip into An Unexpected Development to de-rig the rift following up from Sunday’s 

trip. Pulled-up the ladders and handline too, it could do with cleaning. All the kit bagged up 
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and ready to go, I decided to spend a short time cleaning some of the foot marks from the 

calcite. Then, a slower trip out with two weighty bags. 

An early start for me tomorrow, so missed out a visit to the Hunter’s. 

20th October 2018 

With Jonathon, Brockers, Nick, Tav and Alex 

Continued the digging effort to the south-west side of the entrance (downstream), enlarging 

Quiet John’s dig, Jake, Nick and I, with others, had dug there in the early 90s. It is rather snug 

in places. Jonathon, Nick and Brockers were all digging filling bags and moving rocks. Tav 

was dragging the loaded skip back, not always with ease, to transfer the load into the skip to 

the surface, where Alex was hauling the skip out of the cave. 

I was on the surface too, wall-building and emptying the bags. It was a glorious autumnal 

morning in the warm sunshine and soon had to remove the oversuit. 

 

Alex rued the mention of a slow start to the morning’s session as the flow of bags and rocks 

accelerated. A sterling effort by Alex, 107 loads to the surface; 82 bags emptied and re-

bundled to be returned underground at the end of the session, and 25 skip-loads of rock, most 

of which was incorporated into the wall. 
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23rd October 2018 

With Roz and Alex 

This evenings plan was to attempt the climb up to the small space through jammed boulders 

observed from the bottom of the rift in An Unexpected Development. I packed some clean 

shoes so that mud wouldn’t be transferred onto the calcite flowstone when climbing over it. 

Arrived at the rift, rigged the climb down with ladders and descended. At the bottom removed 

oversuit and boots, clean shoes on, climbed across the base of the rift and upwards. Took 

care to avoid some jammed boulder-size lumps of calcite and any cracked calcite. There are 

plenty of sound hand/footholds. Got to the slot, a bit more restricted than it appears, probably 

just about passable but for the precariously wedged boulder-sized lumps of shattered 

speleothem that need to be squeezed through, there are plenty of them. Discretion being the 

better part of valour, I retreated. Unfortunately, from the position I reached I couldn’t see the 

full extent of that section of the rift. Alex, then had a go but was unable to see any more than 

I could. 

Next move will be to look at traversing across the rift from the jammed boulder halfway down. 

We changed back into caving kit, climbed the rift, de-rigged and exited the cave.  

27th October 2018 

With Alex, Jonathon, Brockers and Nick 

While Alex went ahead to start digging, Jon and I rearranged the ‘boardwalk’ so that it bridged 

the ‘drainage channel’ and, therefore, making an improved skip haul route. Brockers, 

meanwhile, decided that he would ‘tidy-up’ at the bottom of the entrance shaft, there was an 

accumulation of fallen leaves and twigs and other detritus. Nick was on the surface, wall-

building and hauling bags and rocks when required, bags were emptied too.  
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Alex was busy enlarging the passage south-west, but obviously not quick enough for Jon who 

decided to do some moonlighting and started to clear-out an alcove that had been stuffed with 

digging spoil in the past. I took a lump-hammer and started to batter a lump of calcited 

conglomerate that impeded the skip. There are a couple of corners that require some attention 

but, they will wait for another day. 

As an aside, some ‘caving’ songs were being composed, mostly to the tune ‘So What’ by the 

Anti-Nowhere League, while the lyrics were funny (to us, anyway) they are probably, not 

printable. 

As usual, time passed quickly, 99 loads were hauled-up to the surface and dealt with, 

refreshment was required. The cave secured, we made our way down to the farm, got 

changed, then up the road to the Hunter’s Lodge Inn. 

3rd November 2018 

I was away digging on the Gower this weekend but the work at Hallowe’en Rift continued. 

Jonathon, Nick and Alex 

Report from our Toad Hall correspondent: 

“Dear team,  

I’m sad to report that the Badger let us all down by disappearing to Nottingham! The team 

members remaining: Mole digging, Ratty and Mr Toad hauling managed to fill 47 bags and 

transfer them to the surface. 

Cheers, 

Alex” 

10th November 2018 

With Brockers, Nick, Alex and Jonathon 

Brockers experienced the “loneliness of a long-distance digger” far away from Nick, who was 

hauling the skip with filled bags, and digging a hole in the middle of the skip-run, why, 

something about trying to remove an obstructing lump of conglomerate and calcite. Maybe, a 

Gaia effect was anticipated whereby, a hole dug somewhere will result in the offending bulge 

disappearing, who knows. Alex was at the junction, also helping to haul the skip on its journey 

to be emptied at the entrance where, initially, Jonathon was positioned. I had headed east, 

along Merlin’s to the top of the slope where I retrieved the last of the tat left there, a 20-litre 

container and some tools. On the way back, I dismantled the remainder of the bridge over the 

pot, the iron ladder and boards would be useful in the current dig. 

When I got back the entrance, Jonathon went up to the surface after swapping the worn-out 

skip for an undamaged one. I took over the hauling. The accrued backlog of bags at the 

entrance were hauled out to the surface and we settled down to a steady rate. In between 

hauling bags, Alex and I fettled the skip-run by positioning the ladder and boards retrieved 

earlier, making a wider, more effective skip-run over the drainage channel. 
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Jon’s initial enthusiasm for being on the surface in the sunshine was all too brief and was soon 

dampened as the rain came down. 

It was another productive session, although I have no idea of the progress made, I suppose I 

will get a look soon. 

13th November 2018 

With Roz 

 

My 500th trip into Hallowe’en Rift. 

The purpose of this trip was to try and capture some images of the low stuff approaching An 

Unexpected Development, to show it how it really is. The cave is still very dry. Got some good 

photos too.

 



dighalloween  

241 

 

 

On exiting the cave, Roz presented me with a bottle of bubbly, which was unexpected. At the 

Hunter’s I was surprised to see Alex there, then Jonathon turned up, apparently summoned 

by Roz. Then, Roger bought out a fruit cake that Roz had baked earlier to celebrate the 500th 

trip. Bloody marvellous! 

17th November 2018 

With Brockers, Jonathon, Nick and Alex 

While the empty bags were being removed from the drying line, I took the opportunity to go 

underground and have a quick look at progress so far. The enlargement of the south-west 

passage to hands and knees crawling rather than a flat-out wriggle is an improvement and 

means that removable of obstructions is easier. Haven’t reached the limit attained in the early 

90s yet and looking at the size of passage immediately ahead, squeezes we easily passed 

back then, we must have been keen! 

Nick joined me, and we swapped places. Nick started digging and filling bags, I hauled the 

skip back and transferred the load to another skip, Alex hauled that away, then Jon took over 

hauling the skip to the bottom of the entrance. The filled bags were hauled up to the surface 

by Brockers who then proceeded to empty the bags, 57 of them and a skip load of rocks. The 

empty bags re-bundled, ready to go back underground at the end of the session. 

In between hauling the skip, Alex became distracted by an obstruction that wobbled the skip 

and occasionally caused it to tip over, spending a long time cursing it and hitting it with a lump 

hammer and chisel. Eventually, some progress was made, and Alex returned to hauling the 

skip, he seemed pleased with his achievement. 

At the end of the session, I returned to the end to discuss with Nick the best way to remove 

an annoying obstruction, a calcited slab of conglomerate. The outcome of the discussion was 
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to dig to the left-hand side of the calcited slab, possibly exposing more of it, enabling removal, 

or by-passing it all together. A metre or so ahead the passage is much roomier, progress will 

be easier. 

Back at the shed, we shared the bubbly, my 501st trip. 

24th November 2018 

With Alex, Jonathon, Duncan, Brockers and Nick 

We continued the quest to the south-west. My turn to be up-front digging, Alex was next in line 

and did some extra widening of the passage, Jonathon, also moonlighting, in between skips, 

Duncan and Brockers sorted out the distribution of filled bags to the surface where Nick was 

on the end of the hauling rope – 85 loads up the entrance and emptied. 

By the end of the session, the pinch point was just about big enough to wriggle through and 

get to where we had been digging in the early 90s. I could see the obstruction ahead that had 

frustrated us back in the day, I also retrieved some digging tools that had not seen any action 

for nearly 28 years, the chisel will be ok but the wooden handle of the lump-hammer was 

rotten. 

Saturday evening was the Digging Thingy at the Hunter’s. I put up the Frost and Ice poster 

produced for the recent BCRA Cave Science Symposium in Bristol and gave a presentation 

on Hallowe’en Rift. The cave came second, I didn’t enter HR, someone else must have. 

27th November 2018 

Solo 

A gentler, more considered solo digging trip to retrieve some small mammal bones that Alex 

had noticed and pointed out on Saturday. The remains are relatively recent. The animal bones 

were recorded (photographed) in-situ before carefully lifting and placing in a sample bag. They 

will be washed and dried tomorrow before identification and recording. 
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Whilst digging noticed this ichneumon wasp, I think it’s Diphyus pallatorius, managed to get a 

few photos. Note the yellow banding on the antenna. 

 

Not a long trip and didn’t bother to stop at the Hunter’s this evening. 
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Frost and ice at Hallowe’en Rift.  Published Descent, December 2018. p42-43 

 

The rift in An Unexpected Development, first descent 8th August 2018. Photograph by Roz 

Simmonds 

Introduction 

Hallowe’en Rift, NGR ST 5353 4809, altitude 130m aOD, has a current surveyed length, 304m 

with a vertical range, c.25m. The cave is in the wooded hillside to the north-east of Wookey 

Hole Cave. Excavation of the cave was commenced in 1982, by the end of the 1980s interest 

at the site had waned. Then, in the early 1990s activity in the cave re-commenced, it was 

during these excavations that the dig on the north-east side of the entrance was started. 
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Interest, once again, waned as the participants moved onto pastures new. In 2009, the current 

phase of activity was started, the work concentrated on extending the cave to the north-east 

side of the entrance. 

The cave consists mostly of low bedding, partially filled with sandy silt with cobbles and 

boulders of dolomitic conglomerate and frequent fragmented calcite speleothems. The low 

bedding occasionally has intersected several rifts. Most of the low bedding passages have 

been excavated. In 2018, progress along the bedding accelerated and following several minor 

breakthroughs, An Unexpected Development was entered in August, it is c.80m long and 

contains an abundance of shattered speleothems and interesting geo-morphological features. 

Initial observations and notes 

There is a change in the sediments that partially fill the low bedding sections on the approach 

to An Unexpected Development. Initially, the sediments are mostly sandy silt with occasional 

cobble and boulder-size fragments of fractured calcite speleothems. The fragmented calcite 

becomes more frequent and after a drop down into a lower bedding it becomes the dominant 

component of the sediment fill. It had been suggested that the damage was caused by earth 

movements. However, after a close examination of the sediments and some further research, 

it is apparent that the cause of the fracturing and damage to the speleothems was caused by 

the actions of frost and/or ice. 

Gilli (2004) suggests that the global evidence for an absence of stalactites or stalagmites 

collapsing during present earthquakes and the existence of well ornamented caves in seismic 

zones, testifies the solidity of cave formations, proving the point “caves are very strong” and 

that speleothems usually do not suffer from earthquakes. The co-seismic origin of massive 

collapses is doubtful and other mechanisms explain more easily most of the ruptures.  

Most of the passages in Hallowe’en Rift are shallow, c5-10m, below the surface and root 

growth is evident in several areas, there are snail shells in parts of An Unexpected 

Development and infrequent [old] bat droppings. Present day conditions in the cave are 

influenced by surface climate, for example, during the summer months the cave is, generally 

dry, and when it rains, and the ground becomes saturated then the cave becomes wet and 

usually rather squalid. 

During the Pleistocene period, warmer interglacial and interstadial periods produced calcite 

flowstone deposition in the cave. The following cold glacial and stadial periods caused 

periglacial activity in the cave, during which the calcite layers became fractured by frost heave 

and some redistribution of the fragmented calcite occurred by the process of solifluction 

(Lundberg and McFarlane, 2007). The cave is shallow enough for ice to form within the cave 

during glacial periods. During the build-up of ice and its subsequent thawing, ice can flow and 

slide, thereby stalactites and curtains can be sheared off the roof and stalagmites can be 

tipped over or sheared off their bases and displaced. Lumps of calcite enclosed in ice can be 

deposited on inclined surfaces or be left in precarious positions, i.e. at positions which would 

not be stable if deposited by falling (Kempe, 2004). 
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Layers of fractured calcite flowstone, the damage caused by frost heave. 

 

Shattered speleothems in An Unexpected Development 
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Frost/ice damaged stalagmite at the top of the rift in An Unexpected Development. It is unlikely 

that the precariously balanced pieces would remain in-situ should they have been the result 

of earth movements. 

Kempe (2004) describes wide range of phenomena as evidence for ice related damage, 

including: 

• Missing ceiling formations of older generations 

• Sheared-off stalactites and curtains, deposited on top of floor speleothems 

• Broken and deposited stalagmites 

• Sheared-off stalagmites which have shifted from their base but still stand upright 

• Cracked conical stalagmites 

• Tilted and leaning stalagmites 

• Moraine-like piles of floor flowstone 

• Precariously placed ceiling deposits 

In addition to speleothem damage, Kempe (2004) describes other traces that freezing, and 

cave ice can leave, including: 

• Cryoturbation in cave sediments 

• Solifluction deposits 

• Transport of gravel without evidence of flowing water 
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• High collagen content of fossil bones 

• Loss of uranium due to ‘leaching’ 

• Scratch marks on cave walls 

Uranium-series dating 

Uranium-series dating, also called uranium-thorium dating, is a radiometric technique 

established in the 1960s which has been used since the 1970s to determine the age of calcium 

carbonate materials such as speleothems and corals. It calculates an age from the degree to 

which secular equilibrium has been restored between the radioactive isotope thorium-230 and 

its radioactive parent uranium-234 within a sample. The method has an upper limit circa 500 

ka. 

Several years ago, speleothems from Hallowe’en Rift were sampled and two uranium-series 

dates were obtained, 563 +170 -74 ka, unfortunately this date is at the upper limit of the 

method, but likely relates to Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 13, Cromerian; a younger date 51.26 

+0.31 -0.32 ka, relates to MIS 3, Middle Devensian.  

Comments 

To fully understand the chronology of the events that took place in Hallowe’en Rift more dating 

of speleothems would be required. 

It is likely that frost/ice related speleothem damage has occurred in other Mendip caves, 

particularly shallow caves and a re-evaluation of these sites should be considered. 

Hallowe’en Rift is an ongoing project and work continues. 

References: 

Eric Gilli (2004). Glacial causes of damage and difficulties to use speleothems as 

palaeoseismic indicators. Geodinamica Acta, 17:3, p 229-240 

Joyce Lundberg and Donald A. McFarlane (2007). Pleistocene depositional history in a 

periglacial terrane: A 500 k.y. record from Kent’s Cavern, Devon, United Kingdom. Geosphere, 

August 2007, p 199-219 

Stephan Kempe (2004). Natural Speleothem Damage in Postojnska Jama (Slovenia), Caused 

by Glacial Cave Ice? A First Assessment. Acta Carsologica 33/1, 18. p265-289 

1st December 2018 

With Nick, Brockers, Jonathon, Duncan and Alex 

Alex, Brockers, Jonathon and Duncan disappeared underground to get the digging underway 

and started to fill bags and shift rocks. Nick remained on the surface for a short time to build 

some wall, I passed some rocks to Nick and generally tidied up. 
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Soon it was just me on the surface and I was thankful that the rain earlier this morning had 

passed over. The bags and rocks started to arrive at a steady rate and there wasn’t any spare 

time to add to the wall. The bags were all emptied, the sediment compacted into the space 

behind the wall that Nick had created earlier. It was warm work and I was kept busy. 

At the very end of the digging session, Nick returned to the surface to help haul out the last 

few bags and rocks. A total of 82 loads out of the cave, 62 filled bags and 20 skip-loads of 

rocks. A large pile of rocks remains at the bottom of the entrance ready for shifting out next 

session, all good stuff for wall building.  

I was thirsty and the refreshments at the Hunter’s were very welcome. Another productive 

session.   

8th December 2018 

With Jon, Brockers and Nick 

Jon digging, Brockers assisting, I went to the mid-way hauling position because Nick had gone 

on a quest to explore the ‘north-west passage’. Bags and the occasional rock were temporarily 

stashed at the mid-way point until Nick returned from his exploration. He had gone up to look 

at Trever Hughes old dig back in the 80s. On his return the backlog was soon cleared, and we 

settled down to an evenly paced session. In between skips Nick fettled the ‘boardwalk’ and 

started to tidy-up the south-east chamber where TH had dumped most of the spoil from his 

dig. Willie Stanton, back in the 80s, suggested this might have been an area where bones 

could be found. 

Eventually it was time to move back clear-out the filled bags (36 of them) to the surface where 

they could be emptied. The rocks were left for another day, the stone supply for wall building 

is growing steadily.  

15th December 2018 

With Jon, Duncan, Nick and Brockers 

It was a wet and miserable morning with a cold south-easterly wind, not a good day to spend 

too long on the surface, everyone underground. Brockers digging with assistance from 

Duncan, Nick was at the mid-way haul position, I was sat at the junction, Jon stacking the spoil 

in the entrance. 

In between bags, Nick, of course, began some surreptitious excavation, “clearing around a 

large stal boss” he said. I, too, bagged up some loose stones that were lying on the floor of 

the south-east passage. We were mindful not to use too many of the dry bags that had been 

stored below ground or someone (Jon) would have to retrieve some wet bags from the surface. 

Jon reported that the trickle down the entrance had become a small stream as the rain got 

heavier, I could hear the wind blowing from where I was.  

Eventually though it was time to bite the bullet and some of us return to the surface to haul-

out and empty the bags, 45 of them, the rocks were left to accumulate at the bottom of the 
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entrance again. Nick and I did have a brief discussion regarding another wall extension being 

necessary, but that’s a job for another [drier] day. We were all rather damp as we made our 

way back down to the farm. 

At the Hunter’s we met Ivan Sandford who had been clearing out his containers and he 

donated some long ropes to the cause, very useful. 

22nd December 2018 

With Jon, Brockers and Nick. 

Nick turned-up with a large, heavy bar to try and deal with an obstruction underground. At 

Hallowe’en Rift, Nick went ahead to attempt to remove the obstructing slab of rock, although 

he required some assistance to get the bar down the entrance. Jon, Brockers and me had 

decided to clear-out the accumulation of rocks at the bottom of the entrance. The smaller ones 

were loaded into the skip, the large ones placed into a strop we had devised, specifically for 

rock removal, the rock-net had long ago been purloined by persons unknown. The strop was 

effective, and thirty-six loads of rock were hauled-out to the surface. Brockers argued that 

some of the larger boulders were worth four skips but this was discounted. When the rocks 

were cleared, we made our way underground to assist Nick. The large bar didn’t have the 

desired effect and the obstruction remains, so we worked around it. Spoil removal proceeded 

at a rather sedate pace today, the digging is a bit constricted and awkward. 

Discussions took place, in my opinion we should put digging along the south-west passage 

on the backburner and switch the effort to follow the passage trending north-west (Trevor 

Hughes’ old dig), at least that is going in the desired direction. 

At the end of the session twenty-five filled bags were hauled-out and emptied and a further 

eight skip-loads of rock. There are plenty of stones on the surface for wall building now. 

29th December 2018 

With Jon and Brockers 

Finally managed to hand-over goodwill bag to Mark, who was in the yard when we arrived at 

the farm. 

Up the hill at Hallowe’en Rift, the loose bags were packed up and the packs stored 

underground. We decided to start the quest along the north-west passage, the enlargement 

began. Jon digging, assisted by Brockers, my task was to stack the filled bags in the entrance 

for removal later. Some very large slabs were removed and required a considerable effort to 

drag them back to the entrance where I could reduce them to more manageable pieces. 

Sediment removal wasn’t easy. 

As usual the last act of the morning was to haul-out the filled bags, 21 of them and a couple 

of rocks, the rest of the rocks were left at the bottom of the entrance. The bags were not easy 

to empty, the sediment was claggy and placed into wet bags, then compressed while stashed 
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in the entrance. Still, it was an enjoyable morning’s digging session and I had remembered 

the WD40 to give the lock some care and attention.  

5th January 2019  

I had succumbed, like so many others, to the lurgy and so, was out of action. Jonathon sent 

the following summary of the morning’s activity at Hallowe’en Rift, the first session of the year: 

“We were down to two diggers - Jon and Paul. 

Thinking that there was little to do with just two, we took a quick look to the East.  There were 

a few pools of water, but not as bad as expected.  Specifically, we went to have another look 

at the cross rift just after Thou Shall Not Dig Here.  We removed a few rocks until we could 

get a better view and then decided it was not worth trashing the place any further. I cannot 

see any reason to dig there now. 

We returned to Trevor 's dig and removed what we could.  We then cleared the rocks from the 

entrance. The count: 8 bags and 23 loads of stone.” 

26th January 2019 

With Brockers, Jonathon, Nick and Tav 

After the lurgy and a week at the University of Sheffield Zooarchaeology Lab, it was good to 

get back into Hallowe’en Rift for my first digging session of 2019. 

The plan this session was to continue the enlargement of the passage along to Trevor’s Old 

Dig, trending circa north-west. There had been some mention of a ‘pinch-point’ so this is where 

some of the effort was directed. Nick set-off to the end so that he could free an old bang wire 

that was impeding the skip hauling. Meanwhile, I started to remove some of the loose material 

that had been stashed to the sides of the passage just beyond the pinch-point to make more 

room. Nick returned and asked that I pull the old wire through, that done, Nick started to 

enlarge the passage about 6m beyond me, his plan was to see if could remove layers of calcite 

from the floor and so. Enlarge the passage. He did wonder whether, or not, he was digging a 

pond, I guess we’ll find out next session. Filled bags and rocks were being removed at a steady 

rate to Tav, positioned at the junction, who re-directed the skip to Brockers, at the bottom of 

the entrance. To keep himself occupied in between loads, Brockers had decided to do some 

‘tidying’, keeping Jon, on the surface, busy. There was an occasional grumble from above 

ground, ‘Nick bag’, too heavy, too claggy, very difficult to empty, below ground, the comments 

passed by. 

Today’s count: 76 loads, 54 filled and emptied bags and 22 skip-loads of rock. It had been 

another productive session and I, for one, enjoyed it! 
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Uranium-series dating 

Thanks to Dr Gina Moseley, University of Innsbruck, more U-series dates are now available 

for speleothems sampled from Hallowe’en Rift. 

 

230TH Age (yr BP) corrected 

HR1-T 215,221 ± 2576 

HR1-B 219,378 ± 2429 correlates to MIS7 

HR2-T 125,341 ± 1532 

HR2-B 126,834 ± 2197 correlates to MIS5e 

BP stands for “Before Present” where the “Present” is defined as the year AD 1950 

2nd February 2019 

Due to some adverse weather conditions, quite a lot of snow, digging activities for today were 

cancelled. Jonathon made a gallant effort to make the Hunter’s but was thwarted when he 

came across a damsel in distress on the Old Bristol Road. I think she had managed to park in 

the hedge and needed some assistance to free her vehicle. 
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9th February 2019 

With Nick, Jonathon, Tav and a massive welcome back to Jake 

A jovial group of diggers ventured up the hill from the farm to the cave entrance. The loose 

bags, left-out to dry at the end of the last digging session, were packed-up and dispatched to 

below ground. I descended the entrance and headed to the north-west passage followed by 

Jon. Nick and Tav followed on too. Jake, still recovering from knee surgery, remained on the 

surface to begin constructing another spoil retaining wall. 

Underground, Jon got to the pinch-point but not quite through it. After turning around to have 

a look, and a discussion I could now see what needed to be removed to make it passable for 

all. I will have to arrange with the supplier, a Sunday morning collection soon. At present, work 

commitments rule out a mid-week evening trip. 

 It was then decided that Nick go to the end and dig because he would be happier there. And 

he needed to confirm his thoughts last session that he was digging a pond. This, indeed, 

turned out to be the case. There was a lot of water and some hasty improvisation of equipment 

was required to remove it. The removal of the water ensured that the passage was now well 

lubricated, some might have suggested, squalid. Eventually, it was almost dry enough to dig 

and spoil removal could commence. To supplement Nick’s endeavours, I filled some bags with 

loose sediment from the position I was lying in, made a little more space for myself too. 

Strangely, lying in the squalor of liquid slurry, I find the passage to be rather aesthetically 

pleasing, lights reflecting off the glimmering slurry and constantly dripping water. It was cold 

though now that I was completely soaked, glad that I had decided to wear a fleece undersuit 

today. There were some grumbles from the entrance, where Tav was stacking the filled bags, 

regarding the weight of some bags, unfortunately, this fell on deaf ears and Nick carried on 

regardless. 

Soon it was time to move back and deal with the products of today’s effort. Some bags were 

easier to empty than others. Thirty-nine bags and three skip-loads of rock were disposed of 

on the surface. During our time underground, Jake had constructed a fine wall and had used 

most of the available rock. We will have to create some more very soon. 

16th February 2019 

With Nick, Jonathon, Alex and Jake 

The plan was to continue to enlarge the north-west passage. Unfortunately, Tav didn’t make 

it today so, neither did the pump. Nick was, sort of, volunteered to bail-out the pond of his own 

making. When he got there, Nick was relieved to find the water level was quite low and it didn’t 

take long to bail the water out. It was noticeable that, after a dry week, the drips were not so 

pronounced. I was back in the same position as last weekend and managed to get some bags 

filled and slabs shifted, not many though as Nick was sending back a steady supply of bags 

and rocks. Jon was at the junction, where we had removed the ‘boardwalk’, and was now 

clearing away the accumulated detritus that had been around and under it. Alex was at the 

bottom of the entrance, hauling away the spoil and loading the skip to the surface to be pulled 
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up by Jake. Jake had constructed a wooden platform that straddled the entrance, making it 

easier underfoot and more stable for his knee. 

Although the conditions are not ideal, at the present time, it was an enjoyable session with a 

constant flow of banter and not too much character assassination this morning. By the end of 

the session 55 loads had been hauled out to the surface: 35 bags and 20 skip-loads of rock 

ready to be added to the wall, when there is time.  

23rd February 2019 

With Nick, Tav, Brockers, Jonathon, Jake and Alex 

A strong team today, seven of us. Note that I’ve resisted the temptation to add the prefix 

“magnificent”! 

For the fourth week in a row, Nick was dispatched to his pond, although this was almost dry 

after a week of fine weather. Once again, I passed through the pinch-point to take up position 

in the snug, low chamber I had cleared out during the last few sessions. Tav was “up the 

junction”, a decision he was later to rue. I had suggested to Brockers that he might find some 

suitable wall-building material in the southern passage, where Trevor Hughes et. al. had 

dumped most of the digging spoil in the 1980s. This is also, an area that Willie Stanton had 

suggested there may be some potential for palaeontological remains. He also thought it was 

a resurgence but that in now believed to be unlikely. Tav was to be very busy, when Brockers 

and Nick got underway, occasionally I was able to add a few loads too. Brockers found some 

very decent large boulders, ideal for wall-building, but a challenge to get out to the surface. 

Jon, at the bottom of the entrance, was responsible for dispatch, Alex on hauling duties today. 

Sixty-six filled bags and more than three-dozen skip-loads of rock, well over 100 loads out 

today. Alex mentioned that his arms and shoulders were a little sore, he’ll get over it. 

Anyway, it was a nice morning on the surface in the warm ‘spring-like’ sunshine. 

Tomorrow, the pinch-point will be dealt with and others can delight in the joy of Nick’s pond, 

that is, currently a ‘dust bowl’ (Nick’s words!) 

24th February 2019 

Solo 

Another glorious day weather-wise and it was a warm walk up the hill to the cave with kit. 

Lowered the bags down the entrance, then pushed them through to the north-west passage. 

There, the bags were clipped together to form a train and I dragged them through to the other 

side of the pinch-point. It took a bit of organisation to arrange the kit neatly in the somewhat 

confined space. The drilling was a tad awkward, so I sank some pilot-holes in the required 

spots. I managed to snap a drill-bit but luckily, I had another one. I took a lot more care finishing 

the 4no. holes with a 550mm drill-bit. All the holes primed and tamped, kit packed away and 

the bags, carefully, pushed through the pinch-point, I pulled the hauling line out of the way too. 

All wired up the mornings task was bought to a satisfactory conclusion on the surface. 
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Disturbed a couple of pheasants. Hopefully, there will be some more rock for the wall to clear 

out next weekend. 

That’s phase one of dismantling the ‘backstop’ to allow the free movement of people and 

materials to pass unhindered between the north and south completed. 

2nd March 2019 

With Tav, Brockers, Jon, Nick and Jake 

The induced rapid speleogenesis applied last Sunday morning had the desired effect and we 

were presented by a considerable pile of fractured rock and gravel. This took quite some time 

and effort to remove. I went ahead, scraping back the gravel and fractured rock to Tav, who 

was bagging up the gravel and loading the skip with rock. Brockers and Jon then dispatched 

the spoil to the surface where it was being dealt with by Nick and Jake. 

Eventually, there was enough space to get past the debris and get to work with a small bar to 

remove the loose and fractured rock, clearing it back to Tav. When that task was completed, 

Tav moved forward, passing me to reach ‘Nick’s pond’, which wasn’t too wet today. Brockers 

was able to take up occupation of the position I had held for the last few weeks. He set about 

enlarging the passage towards Tav. I moved back, clearing away the last remnants of gravel 

and fractured rock before heading out to the surface to assist Jake. Jon was at the junction, 

Nick had moved down to the bottom of the entrance, trying to entice Jon into some 

surreptitious removal of an imaginary obstruction. How does the saying go, “idle hands make 

mischief”? 

That aside, it had been another enjoyable and productive session; ~100 loads out to the 

surface, >60 bags and over 30 skip-loads of rock, more material for the wall. 

The banter and joviality continued at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn, where we partook of the usual 

refreshments after a morning’s hard digging. 

9th March 2019 

With Jake, Tav, Nick, Brockers and Duncan 

After some heavy rain during the week, it was obvious to us that Tav’s pump was going to be 

required. The pump was set-up and proved to be very effective, the water soon was drained 

away. 

The water gone, Brockers was able to dig away to his heart’s content. Merrily filling bags, 

some of them with very sloppy sediment, and loading rocks into the skip. Duncan was next in 

line, lying in the small chamber, aiding the skip along its route to me at the junction. Once 

again, I had made a small error and suggested Nick might go south and dig there. He was in 

his element. It was a busy session for me, Tav at the bottom of the entrance and, especially, 

for Jake who hauled up ~85 skip-loads to the surface; ~70 filled bags and ~15 loads of rock, 

including one rather weighty boulder that required the use of the strops. Good wall building 

material though. 



dighalloween  

256 

 

 
Duncan helps to set-up the pump with Brockers 

With, probably, the two most enthusiastic ‘fillers of bags’ digging in tandem, it was necessary, 

at times, for me to decant some of the bags to more suitable weights for hauling out of the 

cave, and so easing some of the pressure on Jake’s back. At the close of the session, Nick 

found some large boulders that he happily reduced in size to more manageable proportions. 

These were then rolled to the bottom of the entrance where they await extraction.  

 
Tav and Nick discuss the prospects on the south side 

It had been another productive and convivial digging session, rounded off with a stop at the 

Hunter’s Lodge Inn for the customary refreshments.  
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The terraced spoil-heap 

NOTE: the digging effort, at present, is concentrated on the enlargement of the north-west 

leading passage, to the south-west side of the entrance (towards Trevor Hughes old dig). Also, 

there has been some activity in the opposite direction on the south side. 

10th March 2019 

Solo 

Just a brief visit underground to collect my camera that I managed to leave behind yesterday. 

Took a few snaps of the magnificent spoil-heap. 

16th March 2019 

With Tav, Jon, Dunc, Nick, Jake and Brockers 

Jon’s turn in the “pond”, Dunc chose to be next in-line again and took up position in the small 

“chamber” just beyond the former “pinch-point”. It took some time to assemble the pump and 

drain away the considerable quantity of water. A task made more onerous as the pump had 

been left, in a safe position, on the far side of the “lake”, the “pond” now re-designated. 

Meanwhile, in the nice dry and comfortable south passage/chamber, I was happily digging 

away, filling bags, finding the occasional lump of rock, just an ideal digging spot. 

Eventually though, the “lake” was drained, the water that had been spilt lubricating the haul 

route, Jon was able to start digging. Tav, at the junction, was soon very busy. Nick, at the 

bottom of the entrance, had been “tidying”, the step that had accumulated over many sessions 
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was now gone, the rocks there had joined the pile on the surface waiting to be incorporated 

into the ever-growing wall. 

Brockers, after digging last session, was on the surface with Jake, hauling out the spoil from 

the cave. Jake continued the wall building until a steady flow of bags started to arrive at the 

surface to be emptied. 

It was another productive session; 108 loads out to the surface, 81 bags and 27 loads of rock 

for the wall.  

Happy days! 

23rd March 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Nick, Duncan, Brockers, Tav and Mike (Moxon) 

After digging last weekend, Jon was on the surface with Jake, who managed to add some 

more stone to the wall, but spoil is required to back it up. I was at the bottom of the entrance; 

Nick took up position at the junction.  

 
Nick at the junction, viewed from the bottom of the entrance. 

Tav headed down to the “soft” south with an array of new implements he had purchased from 
‘Proper Job’, a good source for cheap digging tools. Mike, on light duties following some eye 
surgery, was in the small the small “chamber” just beyond the former pinch-point. That left 
Brockers and Dunc “up-front”, surprisingly, after a dry week, the pump was required, this took 
some time to assemble and drain the water away. A miscalculation in the drainage route 
resulted in the south passage, downslope from the north, suddenly becoming much wetter. 

Some hasty readjustment of the pipe allowed the water to drain elsewhere. 
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Soon, the “lake” was “dry”, digging was underway. Earlier in the session there had been some 

time for quiet contemplation, this was soon to end as the bags and rocks began to be shifted 

through and out of the cave. Jake and Jon rotated the hauling and emptying roles, 115 loads 

of bags and rocks were brought out to the surface, and there are still rocks left at the bottom 

of the entrance, including a rather large one. Its “twin” had been removed with some effort 

earlier. 

On their return from the north, Brockers and Dunc were cold and a little grumpy, which was of 

some amusement to the rest of us. It was obvious from their attire that the north had been just 

a little bit squalid. Still, nothing that some refreshments at a certain local hostelry wouldn’t sort 

out.  

 
Looking up out of the entrance. 

30th March 2019 

I attended the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society (SANHS) Annual 

Archaeology Day at Wells and Mendip Museum, and was unavailable for the Saturday 

morning digging session at Hallowe’en Rift. 

The following report was provided by Jon: 

“Five of the team (Tav, Jon, Duncan, Jake and Paul) met at the appointed hour.  Although one 

later admitted that it was only because he had nothing better to do on a Saturday. 

With the attendance a little lower than usual, it was proposed that we should dig in what is 

now known as the ‘Soft South’.  The motion was carried unanimously, and the team set off up 

the hill on what proved to be a fine spring morning.  
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The decision to dig south was influenced by the need to keep all team members involved (a 

key factor for a successful dig) and by the wish to ensure that all digging spoil was removed 

to the surface (another key factor).  Another key factor is the key.  

Digging started a little later than usual.  

There was much debate about who should work where.  Digging took place at two faces during 

the previous week and involved three of the team.  Under the normal rules of rotation, Tav, 

Duncan and Paul could all claim a place on the surface on a fine sunny morning.  Paul and 

Duncan each tabled motion’s claiming their own right. Tav, as the sagest of the elders on duty, 

ruled that any vote on the matter could only be indicative and that the team had to abide by 

the house rules.  As a result, Jon was moved up the order from surface duties the previous 

week, directly to the dig face, with Paul in support. Tav worked at the bottom of the 

entrance.  Jake and Duncan worked on their sun tans. 

81 bags of spoil were removed along with 25 loads of stone, mainly from the previous week. 

At the end of the session, three members of the team successfully locked the cave, and all 

retired to a local hostelry for liquid refreshment.” 

6th April 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Duncan and Tav 

Although last weekend it required three persons to secure the cave, only one was necessary 

to re-open the cave for this session. Given that we were a team of five, when it was suggested 

that we should dig in the ‘Soft South’, there wasn’t too much dissent. 

I went ahead and clambered down into the cave. I called up for some empty bags and, before 

I could get out of the way, I received several packs thrown down the entrance by those team 

members remaining on the surface above. 

In the ‘Soft South’ I spent the session lowering the floor of the ‘chamber’, also removing 

sediment from the southern and eastern extents. Jon, in between loading the skip to Duncan, 

at the bottom of the entrance, modified the skip haul route into the ‘Soft South’. There had 

been a delay to the start of today’s proceedings while Jon had to go across the border, beyond 

the former pinch-point, to the ‘Cold Gnarly North’ to search for tools. The bar that had been 

used last weekend (lastly, by Brockers, it seems), despite a determined search, had 

disappeared. Jon reported back with tools from the north and commented that there wasn’t as 

much water in the puddle as might be expected following this week’s heavy rain. The missing 

bar was later rediscovered, buried under a considerable pile of loose spoil that had been left 

un-bagged.  

A couple of substantial boulders were loosened, then dragged and cajoled to the base of the 

entrance, where the surface team comprising Jake and Tav accepted the challenge of getting 

them out in their entirety. This task called for the use of two ropes. A successful challenge 

completed, and two more fine rocks were on the surface ready to be used in the base of 

another stone wall, sometime in the future. 
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On the surface it had turned into a fine and warm spring day. Today’s final tally was 83 loads 

out to the surface, 68 bags and 15 loads of rock. Another productive session. 

And I remembered to pick-up my camera – didn’t take any photos though! 

13th April 2019 

With Jake, Jon and Tav 

Due to other commitments, a smaller team today so the digging effort continued in the Soft 

South. Tav filled bags and moved the occasional rock to Jon, who was positioned at the 

junction. I was at the bottom of the entrance hauling the skip away from Jon and transferring 

the load to the surface skip, this was hauled out of the cave by Jake. 

 
Tav fills bags 

It all seemed to be at an easy-going pace this morning, but at the end of the session 85 bags 

and 16 loads of rock, a total of 101 loads, removed to the surface. A good, productive effort. 
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Jon, at the junction, hauls the skip away from the digger 

 

 
Jake empty’s the bags onto the ever-growing spoil heap 

 

Jake remarked that it been very pleasant on the surface in the warm spring sunshine with the 

bird’s singing and only very rarely could a car be heard! 
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20th April 2019 

 

With Brockers, Nick, Jon and Tav 

 

 
 

A view from the Junction. Jon to the north assists with the pipe for the pump. On the east 

side, Tav at the bottom of the entrance in contemplation, it was sunny on the surface. 
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Today circumstances dictated that the digging effort was to be concentrated beyond the former 

‘pinch-point’ in the cold, Gnarly North. The perceived ‘dry and dusty’ conditions did not come 

to fruition and pumping was deemed to be required. Unfortunately, this action was a failure, 

the pump sprang a leak and did not work, so the pump and all its attachments were removed 

to be fettled, back at Tav’s place. This left Nick and Brockers to wallow in a larger than 

anticipated pool of slurry at the digging end. They said it was cold, how we chuckled. Earlier 

in the session, another skip had been put together and this was set-up from the dig to the 

‘snug’ spot where Jon was lying. This too, became ‘damp’ as the spoil was transferred 

between skips. I was at the Junction and Tav at the bottom of the entrance, where the filled 

bags and rocks were to be stashed awaiting removal at the end of the session. 

 

The bags were filled partly with sediment, partly with slurry, it was a good job that the sediment 

was granular. It was, rather forlornly, hoped that the water would drain out and the bags 

become a bit lighter, it didn’t, and they weren’t. The skip between myself and Jon soon wore 

out and became difficult to haul, so that was replaced, and the hauling was much smoother. 

Most things, by now, were liberally coated with slurry and splashbacks were a common 

occurrence.  

 

Soon the time came for digging to cease and for the entrance to be cleared of spoil. The bags 

hauled out to the surface to be emptied, the rocks piled ready for walling, a few were added 

to the wall as a token gesture. Those of us on the surface rotated the hauling, leaving Brockers, 

who had been digging, to load the skip to the surface. This he wasn’t so impressed with, he 

reckoned he was cold after lying all morning in the slurry pool in the cold, Gnarly North. We, 

however, were warm in the very pleasant spring sunshine – warmest day of the year so far, I 

believe. 49 bags were hauled out and emptied plus 10 skip-loads of rock. 

 

Satisfied with the morning’s endeavours and in high spirit, we departed and made our way to 

the Hunter’s Lodge Inn for the usual refreshments. 

 

4th May 2019 

 

No activities took place last weekend. I was over on the Gower peninsular digging with Jon 

and Alex at Harry Thomas’s Cave, Overton. Others had their own commitments. 

 

With Brockers, Duncan, Jon and Jake 

 

The digging effort, once again, was concentrated in the Soft South due to numbers, and there 

is still a puddle in the Cold Gnarly North. Brockers and Duncan were digging and filling bags, 

Brockers worked on the east-side, Duncan to the west. I was at the junction (more like a bend, 

really), Jon at the bottom of the entrance, Jake on the surface.  

 

While Jon was replacing the skip, I ventured up to the north to collect some tools and can 

confirm, there is still a pool of water. As I was there anyway, I had a good look at the way 

ahead and gave some thought to an easier solution to moving forward. I arrived at the decision 

that some ‘rapidly induced speleogenesis’ might prove fruitful, if I had some help to keep the 

kit dry. It’ll be a lot quicker than digging, I’ll ponder and see if I can make some arrangements. 

I remembered to collect some tools although the big bar could not be located. 



dighalloween  

265 

 

Back at the dig, we settled into a steady rate of removal and the banter flowed freely. Now that 

I was wet, the draught from the south-west passage was increasingly noticeable, as the 

session progressed, I became cooler. 

 

Towards the end of the session, Duncan had wormed his way into a small space, a possible 

cross-rift, that was interesting but requires some more work to fully see what’s going on. This 

was the last action of the day and we exited the cave. Jake had hauled and emptied 66 bags 

and 2 skip-loads of rock onto the spoil heap. 

 

Walking back across the fields to the farm, I had a feeling that I was missing something, then 

it dawned on me – my camera. I returned to the cave and to retrieve it – another senior 

moment! 

  

5th May 2019 

 

Solo 

 

Replaced the lock on the cave entrance and retrieved the scaffold tubes to be re-used in Harry 

Thomas’s Cave, Overton, Gower. We haven’t used the tripod at HR for years, the tubes might 

as well be put to good use elsewhere. 

 

The supplies for ‘induced rapid speleogenesis (IRS)’ have been arranged and will be collected 

next Saturday (11th) morning.  

 

11th May 2019 

 

With Brockers, Jon, Duncan, Nick, Jake and Tav 

 

For me, the first stop of the day was to collect the necessary supplies for the task ahead and 

then meet the team in the Hunter’s car park at the allotted time. 

 

In the cave, while the others were digging in the Soft South, I headed to the Cold Gnarly North 

to apply the IRS. Keeping the kit out of the puddle was my main concern; as I had found to my 

cost previously, lithium ion batteries do not like getting wet! Luckily there is a shelf on one-side 

where the kit could be laid-out. Then to the drilling, I spent some time trying to work-out 

whether I could achieve the task in hand and stay reasonably dry, I quickly came to the 

realisation that this wasn’t going to be the case. I drilled 4no. 14mm x 260mm pilot holes in 

the required locations, that was okay, it was the full length, 12mm x 550mm holes that required 

me to lie flat-out in the puddle. Once soaked, I began to feel a bit chilly. Anyway, with a bit of 

care, the task was completed and the kit re-packed. I went back to retrieve the wire reel from 

where I had left it, Duncan came up to take the drill and bit tube. I returned through the puddle. 

All wired-up, I made my way back south to join the team. 

 

Brockers and Jon were digging and filling the last few bags. Duncan, at the bend/junction was 

hauling the loaded skip part-way then Nick, at the bottom of the entrance, pulled the skip the 

rest of the way. The load was transferred to the surface skip where Jake and Tav were rotating 

the hauling and emptying, in the pleasantly warm morning sunshine. The count for today; 120 
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loads, 110 bags and 12 loads of rock (some of these were ‘extra’s’ provided by Nick, who just 

can’t help himself). 

 

When all were out of the cave, my task was brought to a satisfactory conclusion. The gate 

was replaced, and the cave made secure. We left to walk down to the farm. The usual 

refreshments at the Hunter’s followed, although I didn’t tarry long, I was still cold so returned 

home to soak in a hot bath. 

 

Just the caving kit and other equipment to clean in the afternoon. 

 

18th May 2019 

 

I attended a Flint Knapping Workshop at Butser Ancient Farm (Chalton, Hampshire) today. 

The rest of the team were at Hallowe’en Rift, the following summary of the morning’s activities 

penned by Tav: 

Tav, Dunc, Brockers, Jon, Jake & Alex 

Tav installed the hose extension into the old dig (which in the end wasn’t needed) and then 
headed up to the Cold Gnarly North armed with the new pump and main hose, which Dunc 
straightened out to ease the flow of water.  While Tav pumped the pool, the rest of the team 
continued work in the Soft South (Jon’s report to follow).  The new pump worked very well and 
cleared almost all the water until it finally became blocked with slurry when down to the final 
dregs. Both pump and hose were later removed for cleaning. With the water gone, Tav set 
about clearing the bang debris, which was strewn quite a long way down the crawl in mostly 
handy plate-sized lumps. A few larger pieces were levered off the roof and wall, but these 
were easily broken up with a lump hammer. It proved a long drag back down the crawl and 
across the bed of the ex-lake, to reach the skip which Dunc hauled up from his familiar position 
on the corner. However, all proceeded smoothly and by close of play all the bang debris had 
successfully been removed. 

Jon’s account of the morning’s activities: 

While Tav and Duncan addressed matters in the Cold Gnarly North, the rest of the team (Jon, 

Paul, Jake and Alex) resumed work in the Soft South. 

Jake returned to underground duties, initially working at the junction.  Alex, who cycled to the 
morning’s activities, was lightly dressed and only ventured to the bottom of the entrance 
shaft.  That left Paul and Jon once again working at the dig face… 

…until the music stopped.  The first time this happened, Alex found himself at the surface, 
with Duncan at the bottom of the entrance.  The second time, Duncan had returned North, 
Jake was at the bottom of the entrance and Jon was at the junction.  At the third time of asking, 
Alex and Jake shared surface duties Jon loaded at the entrance and Paul manned the 

junction… 

…and so on. 

Total tally for the day from both ends was 70 bags and 16 rocks. Another useful session.    
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25th May 2019 

With Duncan, Brockers, Jon, Nick and Tav 

I had to collect some supplies at 09:00 and then met the team at the Hunter’s 10:00. From 
there we drove down to the farm. I stayed behind for a while at the farm to prep things, the 
others got changed and made their way up to the cave to get digging underway, they carried 
some of my stuff up to the cave with them. When I had thing sorted, I made my way up to 
Hallowe’en Rift to join the others. 

The digging team had decided to dig in the Soft South, I picked up my bags and other gear 
and headed to the Cold Gnarly North. My plan was to apply some induced rapid speleogenesis 
and enlarge the next pinch-point and so ease progress towards our objective. The puddle 
wasn’t quite as dry as had been predicted and there was still some slurry in places, nothing to 
worry about too much. Dragged the kit through the constriction and drilled 4no. holes, 12mm 
dia. x 550mm length. There wasn’t any sediment around suitable for tamp so decided to make 
my way up to the terminal [at least for now] aven. Looking around I found a ‘ball’ of mud, 
Trevor’s ‘ball of tamp’. I returned to the focus of today and completed the next phase, and 

then, pushing all my kit ahead, made my way south, unravelling the wire as I went. 

The digging team were just finishing up, 100 bags and a rock, the tally for this session. When 
all were out of the cave, the proceedings were brought to a satisfactory end. The cave entrance 
secured, we made our way back down to the farm in the warm sunshine, got changed and up 

to the Hunter’s for refreshments. 

A good part of the afternoon was spent cleaning kit. 

1st June 2019 

With Jon, Nick and Tav 

The only plan for today was to clear the debris from last weekend’s application of IRS up in 
the Cold Gnarly North. While the others were packaging the dried bags ready for use later, I 
went ahead to reel in the wire. 

On arrival at the “pinch-point” it was evident that the IRS had been effective, further progress 
prevented by a “wall” of shattered rock and gravel. Initially, spoil removal wasn’t easy, the skip 
was a bit too big for the passage and difficult to load, the larger lumps of rock were moved 
behind me then, I reversed along the passage, kicking the rocks ahead to a place where Jon 
could reach them. 

Eventually, I was able to squeeze over the top of the rock and gravel pile and get into the small 
“chamber” beyond, from there it was easier to load the skip and the spoil removal was more 
rapid. The larger cobbles and boulders placed directly into the skip, Jon sent up some empty 
bags for the smaller cobbles and gravel. Interestingly, as the “wall” of debris was breached, a 

feint movement of air could be detected.  

We hadn’t finished the rubble clearance, when word come to us that there was a large 
accumulation of spoil that needed to be taken up to the surface. Jon came up to have a brief 
look at the progress so far, while I set about with a hammer and chisel to remove some 

fractured rock flakes from the roof. We then left to join the others and clear-out the cave. 
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It was noticed that Jon appeared to have a liberal coating of mud, whether he was particularly 
happy about this was difficult to gauge, his face masked in a veil of mud. Apparently, the 
shallow puddles that had remained in the “lake” chamber had quickly turned to slurry with the 
passage of skips, this creating splashback from the haul-rope and the skips made quite a 
splash on arrival. We were, of course, unsympathetic. 

It was positively tropical on the surface, and the flies are starting to make a comeback. It had 
been noted, that below ground, bluebottles were annoyingly present. Anyway, today’s final 
count: 31 bags, filled and emptied, and 28 skip-loads of rock, more wall building material. 
There is still plenty of loose spoil to be removed from the area of the, now former, “pinch-
point”. 

8th June 2019 

With Jon, Brockers and Nick 

We made a return to the Cold Gnarly North to finish off the job we had started last weekend. 
Jon was the first to cross the “sea of slurry” and go up to the nice dry bit to fill bags. Somehow, 
Brockers had talked himself into the cold mucky job in the slurry, I was positioned at the bend 
in the north passage just beyond the first “pinch-point”, Nick was at the junction where he 
stashed the filled bags and rocks, although some went to the bottom of the entrance too. 

Although my position had started off dry it was soon rather wet and squalid with a good deal 
of splashback coming from the haul-rope, at least the skip route was well lubricated. 

Jon cleared the loose debris left-over from the IRS and quite a bit more stuff too, Brockers 
busied himself improving the access to the passage north from the “lake”, Nick, meanwhile 
was quietly digging something, anything, it’s like a ‘nervous-twitch’. The stash of spoil was 
accumulating. 

Eventually, it was decided that we shift back and clear-out the accumulated spoil from the 
cave. Some quite large boulders had appeared, and they hadn’t come from the north. They 
were to stay below ground ready to be hauled-out another day. There were 64 loads hauled 
to the surface today, 48 filled bags and 16 skip-loads of rocks. 

The warmth of the June sunshine was very welcome after spending a couple of hours or so in 
the Cold Gnarly North. 

14th June 2019 

Just after the breakthrough into An Unexpected Development in August 2018, we’d had a 
discussion regarding the possible origins of the cave system along with other 
geomorphological processes and events, i.e. Pleistocene frost and ice damage. At the time I 
started to put together the following notes: 

Notes on geomorphology. Is there a hypogenic origin for Hallowe’en Rift? 

Cave development can occur in deep-seated conditions, without direct recharge from the 
surface, by recharge to the cave-forming zone coming from depth. This type of speleogenesis 
is termed hypogenic (or hypogene). The concept of hypogene speleogenesis does not 
necessarily mean cave development at great depth but refers to the origin of the cave-forming 
agency from depth. Hypogene speleogenesis is defined as the formation of solution-enlarged 
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permeability structures by water that recharges the cavernous zone from below, independent 
of recharge from the overlying or immediately adjacent surface. 

The following elementary cave patterns are typical (although not necessarily exclusive) for 

hypogene speleogenesis: 

• Single passages or rudimentary networks of passages; 

• Cavernous edging along transverse hypogene conduits; 

• Network maze; 

• Sponge-work maze; 

• Irregular isolated chambers; 

• Rising, steeply inclined passages or shafts; 

• Collapse shafts over large hypogenic voids and breccia pipes. 

Network maze caves of hypogene origin are known in limestones, dolomites and gypsum, in 
mixed limestone-dolomite-gypsum strata, and in conglomerates. A common feature of network 
mazes is a very high passage density. 

Rising, steeply inclined passages or shafts are outlets of deep hypogene systems in which the 
“root” structure remains unknown in most cases. Possibly formed by rising thermal waters 
charged with CO2 and H2S. 

Composite 3D systems are comprised of various elementary patterns at different levels, such 
as irregular chambers, clusters of network or sponge-work mazes and rising, subvertical 

conduits and other morphs connecting them. 

Hypogenic features may become relict but still, remain within contemporary systems, for 
example, in a system where original confinement was breached and the flow pattern reversed 
from upwelling to descending (Klimchouk, 2012). 

Ref: Alexander Klimchouk. Speleogenesis, Hypogenic in The Encyclopaedia of Caves. 
Elsevier, 2012, p748-765 

Nick made the following comments (first reported 21/08/2018): 

“The polished nature of the dolomitic conglomerates was noted throughout most of the cave 
with hard limestone/dolomitic pebbles and crystalline red marl matrix having been eroded 
equally.  This erosion pattern is in marked contrast to the dolomitic conglomerates in Home 
Close where the softer matrix is eroded preferentially compared to the limestone pebbles that 
stick out as knobbly lumps.  The polished erosion pattern is consistent with a base of a 
streamway or a passage full of water as opposed to slow dripping of water. As similar polished 
conglomerates are clearly seen down the new pitch, as well as in the roofs of the horizontal 
passages which are phreatic in shape and have well developed scalloping, the logical 
conclusion is that water that initially formed the pitch was upward flowing. Undoubtedly there 
has been a limited amount of inflow from above later in the history of this cave’s development, 
but it is relatively insignificant in terms of passage dimensions although highly significant for 
the development of the formations.” 

Duncan and Tav also made some valid comments noted while carrying out a survey of the 
cave. 
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These thoughts might be more salient following a recent paper by Smart and McArdle 
published in the UBSS Proceedings Volume 28 (1) 2019, p65-102, suggesting a hypogenic 
origin for Denny’s Hole and associated caves. 

It is obvious that further investigation and research is required. 

15th June 2019 

Another flint knapping workshop at Butser Ancient Farm for me. I didn’t dig but the rest of the 
team did. The following report was written by Jon:  

“Shambles /ˈʃamb(ə)lz/   

noun 

1.       A state of confusion, bad organization, or untidiness, or something that is in this state. 

2.       A butcher's slaughterhouse (archaic except in place names). 

3.       Five diggers at Halloween Rift on Saturday 15th June 2019. 

The usual call to action is via a text-based messaging system (e-mail).  This week, attempts 
were made to circumvent this and use instead a text-based messaging system (SMS).  Four 
members of the team (Tav, Nick, Duncan and Jon) assembled at the appointed hour.  A fifth 

member (Paul) sent a message to indicate he was running late. 

The team patiently waited and, after further reference to the messaging system, waited some 
more.  Finally giving up on the latecomer, the team moved on to the farm, to be met by the 
latecomer.  For his sins, he was appointed hut warden. 

With echoes of past failures, the team set out without a key.  A Sage Elder saved the day; a 
runner was despatched to get one.  Fortunately, a second team member also went back and 
got the correct key. 

Effort was directed at the Cold Gnarly North, with Paul in the lead.  Nick took the wet spot, in 
his lake.  Tav hauled at the corner, a position gaining a reputation for being cold and 
miserable.  Duncan and Jon hauled and stacked at the entrance.  44 bags of spoil and 11 
loads of rock were removed.  Paul reports that this was largely loose spoil that had previously 
been stacked along the sides of the passage.  

The team learnt from their earlier mistakes and made sure that they finished on time.  They 
then retired to a local hostelry for liquid refreshment… 

…or rather, three team members did.  Those who had manned the wetter, colder positions 
went straight home.” 

22nd June 2019 

With Jon and Brockers 

A small team assembled for today’s activities and it was soon decided that the best and most 
effective use of manpower was to dig in the Soft South. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/state
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/confusion
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bad
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organization
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/untidiness
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/state
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While Jon packed bags, Brockers went ahead to start digging and I headed up to the Cold 
Gnarly North. I wanted to look and make an assessment for the next phase of IRS and expand 
the low grovel that is the continuation north. On the way back to join the others I scraped up 

the loose material lying in the low section. 

Back in the “comfort” of the Soft South I took my position stacking bags in the entrance ready 
to be removed later. Jon was at the junction/bend and Brockers was busily digging away. 

It was a pleasant way to spend the morning, chattering away to Jon, stopping occasionally to 
stack another bag in the entrance. It’s surprising how big the pile gets as the session 
progresses. 

Then the time came to clear-out the spoil, Jon and I went up to the surface and took it in turns 
to haul up the skip. Brockers remained below ground to load the skip. When all the bags were 
out of the cave, they were then emptied onto the spoil heap and the bags hung-up to dry. 
Today’s tally, 49 filled and emptied bags, and a stone that didn’t qualify as a load or even half 
a load really. 

29th July 2019 

I spent the weekend at a BCRA Field Meeting - Hypogenic Caves of the North Pennines, 
UNESCO Global Geopark at Nenthead (see separate report). The rest of the team had other 
commitments; no digging took place at Hallowe’en Rift this weekend. 

6th July 2019 

With Jon, Nick and Tav.  

The Cold Gnarly North was my destination today, the others decided to dig in the Soft South, 
which is the easier, more comfortable option. 

Drag line attached, bags attached, drill tube and wire reel in hand I set off along the passage 
north. I was a bit surprised to find that there were two puddles of standing water, 50mm – 
75mm depth, in the ‘lake’ but it wasn’t an issue. My plan was to widen the next constriction 
just beyond the small rift to improve access and make digging and spoil removal easier. Drilled 
4no. holes, 550mm, length x 12mm, diameter and charged. I looked around for “Trevor’s ball 
of tamp” that I had put to one side for safe keeping, but it had gone, added to the spoil heap I 
assume. Unfortunately, this is probably the only part of the cave where there is not any mud 
suitable for tamp. I had to make do with arisings and the little bit of mud that I could scrape 
up.  

All done, I made my way south, dragging/shoving by bags and kit along the passage while 
reeling out the wire. At the junction, the ‘Soft Southerners’ were about finished digging, just 
the hauling out and emptying of bags to be done, so I gave them a helping hand. About 70 
bags were hauled to the surface and emptied. When the bags were all empty, I returned 

underground to bring my morning’s task to a satisfactory conclusion. 

Then down the hill to the farm in the warm sunshine, changed and up the hill to the Hunter’s 
for refreshments. 

13th July 2019 

I was away this weekend, digging on Gower, the following report was submitted by Jon: 
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“Only three of the digging team (Jon, Tav and Duncan) were available for duty.  All arrived in 
good time and made a prompt start at the farm.  Ignoring recent tradition, the team picked up 
the key before walking up the hill. 

The task for the day was the removal of bang debris from the Gnarly North.  There were too 
few diggers to haul around the corner at the top of the slope in one go, so the team were 
forced to stack rocks and bags of gravel along the side of the lake.   

Duncan took the lead position and Tav volunteered for the deeper lake, leaving Jon to stack 
along the side of the shallow lake.  All the bang debris was removed to this point.  Then the 
team retired for some liquid refreshment. 

Only one bag was successfully removed to the surface.  It contained the bang wire.  This is 
now to be found in the shed.” 

20th July 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Brockers and Tav 

We assembled at the usual time, 10:00, in the Hunter’s car park. Waited around a while for 
Nick, although Nick did say on Thursday evening, he might not be available, so headed down 
towards Wookey Hole, to the farm. Got changed and walked across the fields to the cave 
entrance in the woods. Then, another key moment, when I came to unlock the gate the key 
that had been in my caving helmet was no longer there. So, I had to retrace my steps to search 
for the missing key, Jon came along to help. Luckily the key wasn’t too far down the path and 

we returned to Hallowe’en Rift and the gate unlocked. 

Brockers led the way to the Cold Gnarly North, he’s been absent for a couple of weeks and 
keen to get back into the swing of things. There were plenty of bags and loose rocks to be 
cleared from the “lake” chamber, there’s still standing water here. I went ahead to continue 

the expansion work beyond, Brockers helped with the bags, keeping them out of the water. 

In the small rift chamber, I unpacked the kit and set about drilling the required holes. There 
was a rather disconcerting moment when a large, quite heavy flake of rock detached from the 
roof and landed, painfully, on my left knee. 4no. holes, 550mm (length) x 12mm (dia.) were 
drilled, some short, 260mm, 14mm (dia.) pilot holes were drilled first, makes things a bit easier 
in the restricted space. Then the holes were filled, I turned around, “Goodness, Gracious, 
Great Balls of Tamp”, six balls of silt/clay, all in a row thoughtfully prepared by the team last 
week. Good tamp too. All done, I wired up and made my way south to join the others, shoving 

my bags and drill tube ahead while unravelling the wire. 

After clearing last week’s debris, the rest of the team had returned to the Soft South to continue 
digging. There was a stack of bags in the entrance to be hauled out to the surface before my 
morning’s task was brought to a satisfying conclusion with a resounding boom.  

All out, the cave secured, we made our way back down across the fields to the farm. Another 
productive morning, 73 bags and 12 loads of loose rock, Jake had managed some walling too! 

23rd July 2019 

With Jake 
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Due to circumstances, some beyond his control, Jake hasn’t been to An Unexpected 
Development, 28th July 2018 was the date of his last digging trip along the approach passage. 
Then went on holiday, injured knee, surgery followed, almost a year to get back into it. 

Managed to pack the requisite kit into one bag – hand/lifeline, ladder, tapes and steel 
karabiners. It was a very warm and humid walk up to the cave entrance. Once in the cave it 
was much cooler, we had a very pleasant evening spent appreciating a fine bit of cave 
passage and talking a few things over. 

27th July 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Brockers, Duncan and Mike Moxon. 

Good to see Mike turn-up to help-out, extra hands always welcome. Got last week’s IRS to 
clear in the Cold Gnarly North today, no lounging about in the comfort of the Soft South. I went 
ahead to reel in the wire followed by Brockers with a new skip and hauling ropes. Jon was in 
the, still wet, ‘lake’ chamber, Duncan settled into the corner, Mike and Jake were at the 
junction/bend and the bottom of the entrance where the spoil was stashed ready to be 
removed later at the end of the session. 

Last week’s application of IRS had the desired effect and there was a considerable pile of 
fragmented rock and gravel waiting to be cleared. While Brockers sorted the skip, I started to 
bag up some of the gravel and move some of the rock. Some of the larger slabs of rock were 
shifted back to Brockers who reduced them to skip size. By the end of the session the passage 
was wider and higher, access to the further reaches is considerably improved, although a bit 
more digging will make it even better, of course. Another bedding development with arched 
roof to the left and right sides is visible and air movement is noticeable. A bit more digging is 
needed to see if this is significant, or not. The debris cleared, time to move back and haul out 
the bags and rocks from the entrance. Meeting Jon in the ‘lake’ chamber it was pointed out 
that the new skip is worn-out already and needs replacing. There was also, a brief discussion 
about the “left-handedness” of the skips, causing them to snag, the decision to make some 
“right-handed” skips was agreed on, Duncan said he will follow this up in time for next week’s 

session. 

A final count of 51 loads were removed from the cave to the surface comprised of 33 bags of 
gravel and 18 skip loads of fragmented rock. The rock was added to the evermore impressive 
wall and the gravel used to consolidate behind the rock. 

Good session. Pub! 

3rd August 2019 

With Brockers, Duncan, Tav and Jon. 

No IRS to clear this weekend but there’s plenty of scope for digging, Brockers at the vanguard. 
Duncan was next in line, clearing back from the dig and loading the skip to Tav in the ‘lake 
chamber’. Tav spent a short time re-constructing the ramp to ease the passage of the skip. A 
dozen or so bags were emptied here to consolidate the running boards. When Tav was 
satisfied with the ramp the were then hauled along the passage to the junction near the 
entrance. I was in the intermediate spot, Jon at the junction where the loaded skips were 
decanted, and the spoil stacked awaiting removal to the surface later in the session. 
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Things settled to a good steady pace as a succession of skips were filled, hauled and emptied. 
It didn’t seem long until it was time to think about clearing out the spoil stacked at the junction. 
Digging ceased and we moved back to haul out the backlog of bags and rocks. About 50 loads 
were removed to the surface and distributed on the spoil heap. Satisfied with the morning’s 
effort, the cave was secured, and we made our way down to the farm. Refreshments were 
taken at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn as usual. 

6th August 2019 

With Duncan and Tav 

There was a plan: Duncan and Tav were surveying the western passages, the recent foci of 
attention, while I wanted to take some more sediment samples. 

 
Roots, Merlin’s. 

My first sample location was at the top of Merlin’s, just before the Slippery Slope. The roots 
are getting longer. After taking the sample, I climbed down into Tuck Shop, just for a look 
around really, then back up the slope into Another Emotional Journey. Took the passage on 
the right towards the T-Junction and Trick or Treat beyond. The duck into Trick or Treat was 
dry and didn’t look like it had any water in it for some time. A thorough re-acquaintance with 
Trick or Treat before returning to T-Junction and crawling into Toil and Trouble. The next 
sample was taken from the end of the passage leading off ‘T and T’ where I had recovered 
the Bison bone. The roots are really long here. Then back down ‘T and T’, up Witches Cauldron 
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and to the western passages to rejoin the others. I had forgotten just how much passage there 
is in the ‘lower’ series of the cave. 

 
Looking down through Toil and Trouble. 

I still had enough time to visit the south-western passage before the surveyors returned from 
the Cold Gnarly North, their mission completed. Air movement had been noted at the end of 
both passages, especially the north. 

10th August 2019 

With Tav, Jon, Nick and Brockers. 

We continued the work to expand the passage in the Cold Gnarly North. Tav digging, his 
efforts concentrated on trying to remove one of the ‘calcited ribs’ in the floor that make 
progress forward a tiny bit awkward. Tav worked with hammer, chisel, bar and, due to the 
slightly constricted passage size, pushed the resultant debris behind him. I then bagged the 
gravel, the filled bags and larger rocks were loaded into the skip which I dragged back to the 
small rift, the load transferred into the next skip to be hauled by Nick to the ‘lake’ chamber, the 
next transfer station. Jon was lying in the intermediate corner, on the ‘bed’ I had prepared for 
him earlier hauled the next skip back before it continued its journey down to Brockers at the 
junction near the entrance. The skip arrived at its final destination and was unloaded and 
returned to from where whence it came. The filled bags and loose rocks were stored ready to 
be removed later. 

Nick, in between skips, tried to dig a drainage hole in the ‘lake’, the water had been scooped 
into a temporary trough (supplied by Tav), so several bags of slurry were added to the spoil 
heap. Brockers probably did some ‘tidying’ too. 

All too soon it was time to move back and clear the spoil from the cave. Today’s tally: 59 bags 

and 12 skip-loads of rock. Some of the rock was added to the wall. 
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Tuesday’s survey of the west-side of HR revealed some interesting results and there is 
renewed vigor to the cause. Basically, there are several options at the end that might be 
productive. Enough to keep us occupied for quite some time! 

17th August 2019 

I was away digging on Gower with Jon, others had their own commitments, consequently there 
was no activity at Hallowe’en Rift. 

24th August 2019 

With Nick, Jon, Brockers and Tav. 

When we arrived at the cave entrance it was apparent that there had been an isolated collapse 
of the retaining wall. The most likely explanation is a slump of the material behind the wall as 
it became saturated in a recent deluge. However, anthropogenic interference cannot be ruled 

out either. 

I was at the digging end of the Cold Gnarly North aided by Nick who was also, there was loose 
material remaining from the last session that needed bagging up. Jon was in the ‘lake 
chamber’, it didn’t appear to be any wetter than it was at the end of the last visit. Jon was 
digging too. The Lake Chamber Dewatering Project was underway, a low, small phreatic arch 
that Nick had noticed was exploited and there is a sandy silt layer that with a bit of work might 
allow the water to drain through. Brockers took up position at the intermediate corner and I 
suspect he found something to poke at in between loads. Tav was at the ‘junction’, at the end 
of the line, hauled the loaded skip and emptied the contents, the spoil was stacked in the 
entrance, so time was saved at the end of the session. Everyone was busy. 

On arrival at the end of the Cold Gnarly North, Nick commented that there had been a change 
since his last trip up to the dig. The bedding has been expanded considerably and after this 
session is even roomier. The route up to the aven is relatively comfortable but there is scope 
for more improvement here. There is plenty of loose gravel and compacted fine sediment to 
be removed on the route to the aven. Access into the aven will need some attention but it 
appears ‘diggable’. Air movement is felt at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North but 
pinpointing its origins is not so easy. Nick and I discussed the origins of the fills and the 
potential ways forward, there are several options, all require the removal of a considerable 
quantity of sediments. There is a low arch to the east side of the aven that might be a 
possibility. 

Time had passed quickly, and we left the Cold Gnarly North to move todays stack of filled 
bags and rocks out to the surface. 45 bags and 16 loads of rock were added to the spoil heap. 
A fine effort. 

31st August 2019 

Vince, Jake, Nick and Jon. 

A smaller team today, numbers depleted by a journey to the ‘real’ Cold Gnarly North, a 
wedding and the pull of a disco beat. Never mind, four was still an okay number. 

Nick forged ahead followed by Jake, Jon next in line directing skip movements, I was in the 
relatively dry ‘lake’ chamber where the spoil, in the form of filled bags and loose rocks, was 
temporarily stored. 
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Digging continued at a steady pace until 12:15 when we decided that it was time to clear out 
the spoil from the cave, a task that was to require a couple of stages, the spoil temporarily re-
located to the bottom of the entrance before its final destination was attained. A total of 33 

bags and 6 very full skip loads of rocks out to the surface. 

At the end of this morning’s session some discussion about the re-construction of the fallen 
wall included an ambitious expansion plan, we do have plenty of stones and there will be more 
to come. 

3rd September 2019 

With Roz. 

Continuing the expansion of the passage north. 3no. holes in the floor and 1no. in the roof, 
hole dimensions: 550mm length x 12mm dia., 250mm x 14mm pilot holes were drilled first. It’s 
a bit awkward with the long bit in the low passage. Alas, it might have been the final journey 
for my drill, there was a lot of acrid smoke and I struggled to retrieve the 550mm drill bit from 
the last hole – I bet the warranty has ended too! Never mind. The evenings task was concluded 
at the junction, all sounded good.  

We didn’t stop at the Hunter’s as it was later than expected and had an early’ish start in the 
morning. 

7th September 2019 

With Tav, Jake and Jon. 

Me first reeling in the wire, followed by Tav, Jake and then Jon who, nursing a tennis elbow, 
opted for the more spacious and now dry “lake” chamber. 

There was a bang to clear and a very good job it had done too. Some of the loose gravel and 
cobble-sized fragments were bagged up before getting to work on the large slab of rock that 
had been detached from the roof. A few hefty blows with a lump hammer and then used a bar 
to prise apart the fractured slab the resultant lumps of rock were rolled back to Tav. A few of 
the lumps were further reduced before being dispatched by Jake to Jon in the “lake” chamber 
where the debris was temporarily being stored. Then we returned to removing the remaining 

gravel and cobble-sized fragments. 

All the debris cleared, a brief visit to the aven with Tav and a short discussion about prospects 
and the next step – another application of IRS to ease access into the aven and improve the 
route for the removal of spoil in the future. There is a low, possibly phreatic, arch just to the 

right-side of the squeeze into the aven that might be an option for some further attention. 

Then all back to clear out the “lake” chamber and get the spoil to the surface. Thirty bags were 
hauled out but, as time was getting on, about twenty skip loads of rock were left at the bottom 
of the entrance for another day. Good session! 

9th September 2019 

Solo. 
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I have purchased a replacement drill, this time I’ve opted for a Bosch 36v heavy duty 
professional model. The drill has two 2ah batteries and I was unsure how many holes I would 
be able to drill so decided to go and find out before purchasing any supplies. I also wanted to  

photograph an interesting exposure of calcite flowstone before it gets covered in mud.  

Underground, I took the photographs first. Seems like more evidence for the effects of 
Pleistocene frost/ice on speleothems in Hallowe’en Rift. An interesting point, recently I have 
read several archaeological excavation reports for site such as Paviland Cave and 
Pontnewydd Cave (both in Wales) that record fragments/clasts of speleothem within a matrix 
of other sediment, some of this has been dated. The dates have some correlation with 
glacial/interglacial cycles during the Quaternary. 

Calcite flowstone exposure in the Cold Gnarly North 

Onto the drilling, the first thing I noticed is that the Bosch drill is lighter and smaller, easier to 
use in constricted space. 1st battery: 4no. pilot holes 250mm x 14mm, these were then 
extended using 400mm x 12mm drill bit. The 1st battery just started to fade on the 4th extension, 
so hardly used the 2nd battery. Very pleased with the tool. Packed everything away and left 

the cave. I’ll be back tomorrow to finish the job! 

10th September 2019 

Solo. 
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I decided not to take the drill with me to extend the holes any further, I thought they should be 
long enough for the current requirement. I headed off to the suppliers and then directly to the 
cave. 

An easy trip through the Cold Gnarly North with just the one light bag. Cleaned out the holes 
drilled yesterday and filled with the prepared lengths of cord as usual. Taped the detonator to 
the cord, took my time to ensure the holes were well tamped, stripped and cleaned the wire 
ends before connecting it all together and made my way to the Junction, carefully reeling out 
the wire. All was going according to the plan, circuit was complete, ignition device ready, 
pressed the ‘firing’ button – “phut!” Nothing, the detonator had misfired and did not initiate the 
charge. Tried the ignition device again but the circuit had been broken, nothing I could do this 
evening, so I had to leave it. Locked the cave and made my way back down to the farm.  

When I got home, I contacted the supplier and arranged to collect another detonator tomorrow 
and will return to Hallowe’en Rift to sort out the misfire. 

 11th September 2019 

Solo. 

Down to Demrock’s to pick up another detonator (gratis), said hello to Les Davies who 
happened to be there too, helping in the orchard. Then, straight over to Hallowe’en Rift and 
underground. 

Got to the ‘failed’ bang, the detonator had ‘sort of’ gone off but not with the “oomph” required 

to initiate the detonating cord. Took a photo as a record and kept the evidence. 

 
‘Misfire’ 

Taper in another detonator, wired it all together and retreated to a safe distance at the 
Junction, pressed the button. All was good, a resounding ‘BOOM.’ 

Secured the cave and down to the farm.  
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14th September 2019 

With Tav, Duncan, Jon and Jake. 

Met up with Tav and Duncan at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn at the usual time, 10:00. Jon 

cycled to the farm as he’s carless – something about pheasants and windscreens. 

Jake later joined us underground. 

The bang did good! We were greeted by a considerable pile of fractured rock and 

gravel. The larger lumps of rock were reduced to more manageable pieces, the gravel 

was put into bags and the spoil made its way to be temporarily stashed in the ‘lake’ 

chamber. The loose material had been removed, some hammer and chisel work 

cleared the fractured material from the roof. It had taken quite a while to clear the 

debris so only the bags of gravel made it out to the surface, the rocks remain. We plan 

to return on Tuesday evening for a rock removal session, also another application of 

IRS. It’s all starting to come together. Happy days! 

17th September 2019 

With Jake, Jon and Tav. 

Jake, Jon and Tav cleared the rocks that were still in the cave and did some walling 

on the surface. The large rocks that had accumulated around the cave entrance were 

used too. 

Me, I made my way to the Cold Gnarly North to drill holes, 5no. (split 2no. and 3no.) 

pilot holes, 250mm x 14mm, then extended to 400mm x 12mm (first battery ran-out on 

the 5th extension). The group of 3no. holes placed on the right side of the approach to 

the aven were extended further to 550mm x 12mm. these were a bit problematic, the 

bit kept jamming, not good rock, a lot of calcite vughs, slowed the process somewhat. 

Eventually though all the holes were filled, tamped and wired ready to go. Both bags 

packed, drill bits in the tube, these were pushed ahead while I reeled out the wire. The 

evening’s task brought to a satisfactory conclusion at the Junction. Hopefully, there 

will be plenty to clear on Saturday. 

The cave entrance has another replacement lock to secure it. 

21st September 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Brockers, Nick and Tav. 

A good strong team today meant that the spoil could be transported back to the bottom 

of the entrance rather than being temporarily stashed in the lake chamber. 

I went ahead to reel in the wire and to check that all was good with the IRS, and it was. 



dighalloween  

281 

 

There was plenty of gravel, cobbles and boulders of fractured rock to be shifted (I 

offered to swap places with Jon and Nick but they both declined). As the spoil was 

removed the then the passage became more spacious and was rather comfortable, 

digging was eventually possible from a hands and knees position and the skip run was 

fine. When the loose stuff had been cleared away there was some hammer and barring 

to be done to remove most of the fractured rock leaving a clean ‘face’ for the next 

application of IRS on Tuesday. It’s a bit easier to get into the aven but still on the snug 

side, that can be remedied. Jon came forward to have a look at the future digging 

prospects before going back to the cave entrance to assist in clearing the spoil out of 

the cave. A total of 71 loads were hauled out of the cave, 47 bags and 24 loads of 

rock. Another fine effort! 

24th September 2019 

With Roz. 

Continued the expansion of the passage into the aven in the Cold Gnarly North. It’s 

still nice and dry despite the recent heavy rain. 

4no. holes to c.500mm length x 12mm diameter drilled and filled. Fired from the 

Junction, sounded okay. There should be some work for the Saturday team. Me, I’m 

off to Hidden Earth, the national caving conference being held this year at Glyndwr 

University, Wrexham where I’ve booked a stand for the BCRA Cave Archaeology 

Special Interest Group (SIG). 

28th September 2019 

The following report was written by Jon:  

“With some members away at conference, some away on courses and others 

convalescing overseas, the Saturday meeting was barely quorate.  Tav, Nick, Jake 

and Jon attended; just enough to clear spoil back to the Lake. 

The team made a prompt start, arriving early at the hut and finding it in a remarkably 

clean and tidy state.  Knowing that the Hut Warden was overseas, the team quickly 

concluded that Ladies Day had been a huge success.  A motion was proposed and 

passed uncontested; henceforth, women will be allowed to enter the changing hut. 

In an extraordinary departure from previous practice, the team immediately identified 

the correct key and took it with them to the entrance rift. 

The aim of the day was to remove the bang debris from Vince’s midweek visit.  Jon 

took the lead position and was presented with a veritable scree-slope.  Once cleared, 

the access into the Aven was somewhat wider than previously.  On the right-hand 

side, below the Aven, small, fractured pieces of rock were removed from around the 
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calcited blocks, one of which is now loose but still in place.  It is now possible to see 

beyond the blocks.  The view is similar to rest of the cave, appearing to be a shallow 

bedding with airspace above.  

Given the recent rainfall, it was expected that the ‘lake’ would be full.  None of the 

team had brought a wetsuit, but Tav volunteered to take that position.  Surprisingly, 

the ‘lake’ was completely dry.  32 bags of spoil and 18 skips of rock were initially 

stacked there, and then removed to the surface.  The team then retired to a local 

hostelry for light refreshment.” 

1st October 2019 

With Roz. 

We got caught in a heavy rain shower as we walked up across the field into the wood. 

Underground it was relatively dry including the “lake”. 

At the aven, the effort was concentrated around the ‘wobbly’ rock to the right-side of 

the aven. There seems to be some air movement emanating from the currently 

restricted space beyond. It looks interesting enough, let’s see how it develops. 5no. 

holes, 550mm length x 12mm diameter, drilled and filled. The evenings task was 

brought to a satisfactory conclusion from the “lake” chamber. All good!  
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On the surface, the heavy rain had ceased, just drizzly rain. Should be plenty to shift 

on Saturday. 

5th October 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Nick, Tav and Pete Bolt. 

The main task of the morning was to clear up after another application of IRS. With a 

team of six we could get the spoil back to the Junction. I went ahead to reel in the wire 

and to check that all had gone according to plan. It had, and there was plenty of debris. 

I moved back to the dry ‘lake’ and Nick set about filling bags and shifting fractured 

rocks. The initial line-up was; Nick clearing, Jake and Tav moving the spoil away and 

transferring the spoil into the skip hauled by me in the lake chamber, the load dumped 

into the next skip, hauled away by Pete at the intermediate corner and then, to Jon at 

the Junction where the spoil was temporarily stashed. 

Things were progressing smoothly, then I needed a comfort break and returned to the 

surface, Pete and Jon moved one position forward. I returned, relieved, and took up 

position at the Junction for a short while. Then, Jake passed by needing a comfort 

break, so we all moved forward one position. Meanwhile, the spoil was still being 

cleared away despite the positional changes. 

A rumour had been spread from the ‘north’ that things had gone from “looking good” 

to looking “very good”. Hammering could be heard in the distance and spoil removal 

had stalled. Some of the team headed back to start clearing the stash of filled bags 

and rocks out to the surface. I wanted to get a look at the end to plan for another mid-

week application of some chemical persuasion and Pete also wanted to see the 

current end, so we moved forward to join Nick. 

Nick was trying to coax a couple of obstinate boulders out of their position where they 

were impeding the view of the space ahead. They were loose but there was not quite 

enough gap for their removal. Eventually, with a combined effort the offending rocks 

were removed and a good look at the prospects ahead was possible. It looked good, 

straight ahead was open space, about 2m length x c.2m width x c.0.2m height, there 

appears to be a continuation to the left (c.north) but this cannot be confirmed yet. 

There is air movement. The initial progress forward is constricted by calcited boulders 

that will require some loosening; the mid-week task is clear. If all goes to plan, we’ll 

get an even better look at it next weekend. 

Satisfied with the prospects we headed out to help clear the cave of spoil, 54 loads in 

total – 34 bags and 20 skip-loads of rock. Pub time. 

Both digs (Wookey Hole and Hallowe’en Rift) have positive outcomes this week. How 

good is that! 
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7th October 2019 

With Estelle Sandford and James Begley. 

A trip to An Unexpected Development (AUD) followed by a tour around the rest of the 

cave. There were a few puddles of water along the way to AUD including a pond at 

the ‘dig’ in the lowest point in the rift. That was a surprise. Looking up the rift, thought 

to myself “really ought to finish that climb!”. 

I had brought along my 100 LED 395nm UV torch to try out in parts of AUD. However, 

that turned out to be disappointing as the torch had turned ‘on’ inside my bag so the 

batteries were depleted – will have to try harder next time! 

 

There was a pool of water in the low crawl into Trick or Treat so that became well 

lubricated. Toil and Trouble somehow appeared shorter but that must be in the mind 

only. In the Cold Gnarly North there is a bit more water in the ‘lake’ than there was on 

Saturday. The dig is still dry and there was a good detectable movement of air noted. 

I think the guests enjoyed the trip. 

Back again tomorrow. Might find some clean [and dry] kit for that trip! 
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8th October 2019 

 
Striving for the space beyond! 

With Roz. 

Back again! Another look into the space beyond, it becomes more enticing every time 

I look at it. 

6no. holes (5no. to 400mm and 1no. 550mm length, 12mm diameter) were drilled and 

filled, spaced to shake-up the calcited rocks and blocks of conglomerate. Fired from 

the ‘lake’ chamber, no wetter than it was yesterday evening. All sounded good, flying 

rock was heard. Should be stuff to clear on the weekend. 

12th October 2019 

With Jake, Jon, Duncan, Tav and Nick. 

After the recent heavy rain, it wasn’t too surprising the ‘lake’ was no longer dry, it had 

filled with water to a substantial depth. Jon had drawn the short straw, it was his turn 

in the ‘lake chamber’ and much of his time was to be occupied with pumping/bailing 

the water, in between emptying and loading skips. Jake, on the other hand, was most 

comfortable in the dry, dusty dig. Unfortunately, Jake had worn his pub clothes 
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underneath his caving oversuit and had to cross the lake to get to the dig. Caving kit 

next session! Tav was next in-line, wallowing in a recurring puddle of my creation as I 

emptied skip loads of water into an inclined dip in the bedding, where Tav had chosen 

to lie. Duncan hadn’t needed to venture beyond the lake and was comfortable (his 

words!) at the intermediate corner. Nick had been left to his own devices at the 

Junction, which turned out to result in a rather disappointing outcome. On our return 

from beyond the lake thoroughly soaked through we had then to wallow in the 

complete mess that Nick had created! And there is a large boulder right in the way of 

operations. 

At the dig, Jake had cleared the debris, frustratingly still can’t quite see ahead, but the 

area is clear enough for the next application of IRS. There’s a block of conglomerate 

exposed so something solid to drill into, the quantity of calcite here is problematic. It 

will be a challenge to get the drill and equipment bags across the lake and keep them 

dry. 

55 loads were removed from the cave to the surface, a few of those were completely 

un-necessary.  

15th October 2019 

With Roz. 

A return to the Cold Gnarly North, beyond the lake to continue the quest for the 

northerly passage, yet to be discovered. There are high hopes. A total of five holes 

(3no. 550mm length, 2no. 400mm length, all 12mm diameter) drilled and filled, well 

tamped and fired from the middle of the lake. 

 
A restricted glimpse into whatever lies beyond. 



dighalloween  

287 

 

It was a challenge to keep the kit out of the water, especially the drill and lithium ion 

batteries. Should be stuff to clear on Thursday evening (Wookey Hole dig is flooded 

at present and I’m at the BCRA Cave Science Symposium at BGS, Keyworth on 

Saturday). 

A quick stop at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn for some refreshments and then home. 

 
Wasps nest in the big beech near to the cave entrance. The wasps have been hanging around 

outside for a couple of weeks or so (image taken 17/10/19, Vince Simmonds).  

17th October 2019 

With Duncan, Tav, Jake, Jon, Nick and Mike. 

A big turn-out this evening, all eager to enjoy the benefits of a good digging session… 

The last application of IRS has the desired effect and there was plenty of rock and 

gravel to be removed. Tav was digging, filling bags and rolling rocks behind him, where 

I was immediately behind loading and guiding the skip around the bend. Jon was at 

the next bend hauling and guiding the skip along its way to Mike at the corner north of 

the lake. The load was transferred to the next skip. Duncan has prepared for his 

session in the lake and had donned a wetsuit and was adamant that the water did not 

require bailing. The effects of the sloshing water were apparent later when the wooden 
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ramps at either end of the lake began to float. Nick was out of harm’s way at the 

intermediate corner where he was surrounded by solid rock and had no tools. There 

was a steady flow of bags and rocks to keep him occupied too. Jake was at the 

Junction, this evening’s final destination for the spoil. All the spoil remained 

underground awaiting removal to the surface on the next session, Saturday. 

Back at the dig, when most of the loose stuff had been cleared away along with some 

large slabs of fractured rock and calcite a better view of the prospects ahead was 

possible. It looks interesting and there are tantalising glimpses, but this is Hallowe’en 

and more digging is required yet. There are options to the left- and the right-sides and 

air movement can be detected. Another application of IRS is not immediately needed 

as there is plenty of loose stuff and fractured/shattered rock to be prised free. We have 

gained a couple of metres or so extra length to the cave this session and it won’t be 

too long before we’ll have to think about the next staging position, either north of the 

lake or in it. The problem with stacking in the lake is the water will deepen and we 

might not be able to find all the spoil.  

19th October 2019 

I was attending the BCRA 30th Cave Science Symposium being at the British 

Geological Survey, Keyworth followed on the 20th October by a field trip to Creswell 

Crags. This account of the activities at Hallowe’en Rift on Saturday was provided by 

Jon: 

“The sagest of the elders took a leave of absence and a small turnout was 
expected. Jon, Duncan, Jake and Nick were preparing to depart when a storm arrived 
in the form of the hut warden, Paul, back from his sabbatical. At the farm, Mike was a 
late arrival, turning up after his preferred digging session was cancelled. 

The team divided in two, based on the members’ dress sense.  Jake was dressed in 

his pub clothes and Mike was dressed for a dig elsewhere. Nick brought a wetsuit in 

preparation for his expected position within his lake. The others were suitably dressed 

for underground activities. I won’t comment on frocks. 

Initially, Paul and Nick went to the dig face and between them managed to stack bags 

and rocks back at the corner. The remainder of the team cleared the spoil from the 

previous digging session, which had been stacked at the junction. Mike and Jake then 

moved on to surface wall-building activities, while the others re-organized themselves 

underground. 

Paul now took the lead, supported by Jon, and Duncan cleared the spoil at the corner. 

As the tide was high, wet-suited Nick gallantly stacked in the lake. Paul concentrated 

his digging efforts on the left-hand side, up towards the calcite feature. At close of play, 

this was clearly visible. Loose rocks and gravel were removed. The floor now needs 
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to be lowered. A small entrenching tool or spade may be useful next time, but nothing 

more technical is needed at present. 

Pub time approached and the team moved out to clear the lake of spoil. The water 

remains! At the dig face there are now a dozen or so bags stacked and ready for 

removal, along with half as much of rock. 

57 bags and 25 loads of rock were removed to the surface before the team retired to 

a local hostelry for light refreshments.” 

26th October 2019 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon and Duncan. 

Some of the team came prepared for the wet conditions and getting beyond the lake, 

sporting a variety of neo-fleece or old surfing wetsuits. Some weren’t quite as 

prepared. 

While I went ahead and carried on with the digging, there was a pile of filled bags and 

rubble leftover from last weekend’s endeavours. The accumulation of debris was 

hauled away by Jon, Duncan and Brockers to Jake in the lake where it was stored 

awaiting removal later. I also wanted to check if there was any requirement for the 

further application of chemical enhancement during the coming week. It was soon 

apparent that this would not be necessary. Ahead the digging comprises an 

accumulated layer of fractured calcite flowstone and fine sediment overlying thin 

bands of more competent calcite. These layers can be levered off with a bar. Below 

these more calcite but slightly degraded and mixed with finer sediment, although some 

areas are calcited and need a more sustained effort to break it up. The loose material 

needs to be dragged back to a position where it is easier to bag it up. 

Eventually, the call came from the lake that there was a considerable pile of spoil to 

be hauled out to the surface. The team moved back to start the clear-out.  I stayed 

where I was for a short while to prise out some calcited cobbles to gain a tantalizing 

glimpse into whatever lay beyond. It appears that we are about to intersect a cross-rift 

with a bit of an echo and some air movement, interesting. To the north (?) I could see 

some open space, albeit rather constricted, perhaps 2 to 3m, I couldn’t quite see what 

was in the other direction. We’re not going to get a better look without a lot more 

digging yet. I moved back to take over from Brockers in the lake. A total of 62 skip 

loads went out to the surface; 48 filled bags and 14 loads of rock to be added to the 

wall at some point in the future. 

Those that had not been so well prepared grumbled about being cold. No-one was too 

sympathetic, and we made our way back to the farm.  

The prospects in the cave look interesting, that’s a good way to finish a session! 
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31st October 2019. It’s Hallowe’en! 

With Jon. 

No-one else was tempted by the joys of an evening in the Cold Gnarly North. No matter 

the two of us could get something done. The idea was that digging might be slower so 

we would loosen some material and fill a few bags so the weekend team would have 

a head-start; and the body in the lake would be occupied and too busy to think about 

being cold. 

Jon went ahead and started digging, I cleared the filled bags and sporadic cobbles 

and stacked them neatly. There’s plenty of space available for temporary storage. We 

filled a couple of dozen or so bags then decided to have a peek at the prospects going 

forward. 

Jon managed to wriggle on his back, into the cross-rift, to the right (~south) the rift 

pinches in, to the left (~north) the rift continues but a slab of calcite-coated rock 

obscured the view. We swapped places. I followed Jon’s lead and wriggled in on my 

back and with some effort was able to remove the slab and drag it back to Jon. The 

slab is aesthetically pleasing and can be relocated elsewhere. Then back for a better 

look. The cross-rift intersects the bedding and to the left (~north) continues, c.0.25m 

at its widest, and c.1.5m high, to a pinch-point low down. Here the rift appears to turn 

slightly and beyond the pinch-point widen considerably, there is an ‘echo’ and cool air 

movement (even Jon could detect it!). Immediately above the low pinch-point it looks 

passable. The prospects going forward look very enticing and we could be on the cusp 

of another significant development. There’s about 2 or 3m of hard digging required to 

gain access to whatever lies beyond. Some of you will see for yourselves on the 

weekend, you will be impressed, you too will be excited!  

2nd November 2019 

I was away digging Harry Thomas Cave on Gower this weekend; Jon supplied the 

following summary of events: 

“Only three of the team (Jon, Jake and Duncan) were available to dig on this wet and 

blustery morning.  A prompt start was made.  Duncan took the lead position at the end 

of the Gnarly North, supported by Jake.  Jon stacked bags at the bottom of the slope. 

 After the previous session, visions of simply removing the loose rocks from the floor 

and rapidly moving to the constriction were perhaps to be expected.  However, the 

digging was hard work.  The apparently loose rocks are somewhat calcited.  Progress 

was slow. 

The floor leading up to the rift was further lowered, but a hard edge proved difficult to 

dig out and may need to be removed by other means. 
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All three of the team took a turn at digging before nature called and a departure was 

made.  No spoil was removed today.  A good hauling team will be required shortly.” 

5th November 2019. I am not interested in fireworks!!! 

I had packed my UV torches (365nm and 395nm) but got distracted along the cross-

rift. In hindsight, perhaps I should have packed the compass too. I had gone there to 

assess the next phase of IRS but started poking at some calcited cobbles comprised 

of fractured speleothems. I got far enough along the rift to see that it is too narrow to 

pass higher up, but the interesting thing is that it appears to continue lower down, 

maybe dropping. There is good air movement and a resounding echo. Frustrating. I’ve 

got a plan regarding the IRS and will try and sort it out for next week. 

7th November 2019 

With Nick, Jake, Jon, Tav, Duncan and Mike. 

Far too big a team for the current requirements in the Wookey Hole dig but perfect for 

clearing the bags from the [current] end of Hallowe’en, the rocks could be left for 

another day. 

I went to the end with Nick, so he could have a quick look before we started shifting 

bags. Mike was just beyond the lake, Tav opted to be in the water, Duncan seemed 

very content at his corner station, Jake at the Junction and Jon stacking the filled bags 

in the entrance. Everyone was happy! 

When enough bags had been cleared back from the end, I moved along the line to 

relieve Jon, who went to the surface and hauled the spoil out of the cave. 60+ bags 

and a couple of skip loads of rock to the surface. The bags were emptied at the end 

of the evening, re-bundled and returned below ground ready for the weekend. 

A productive and enjoyable session! 

9th November 2019 

I attended the UBSS Centenary Symposium held at the University of Bristol. Jon 

supplied the following account of Saturday’s activity in Hallowe’en Rift: 

“Five diggers (Jon, Jake, Tav, Paul and Nick), all of whom knew each other, assembled 

at the appointed place.  In a week when fireworks, metaphorical or otherwise, were a 

regular topic of conversation, the early arrivals were a little subdued, possible as a 

result of the cold and wet conditions.  Then Paul arrived, buoyed up by New Van 

Syndrome, and spirits were raised. 
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At the dig, Paul took the lead position, supported by Nick.  Jon and Jake hauled 

skips.  Tav again volunteered for the position in the lake.  The water was somewhat 

higher that during previous sessions, but over the course of the session was largely 

removed with the spoil. 

Initially, rocks that had been stacked near the dig face during a previous session were 

removed to the lake.  In due course, spoil from the rift was bagged and hauled 

out.  Some bags were notably heavier than others.  The team, as always, were quick 

to blame Nick, but just as quick to forgive him.  It is just in his DNA. 

Come the afternoon, the hauling team moved back and removed the spoil from the 

lake back to the junction.  Paul and Nick continued to dig for a while longer, making 

sure to leave the spoil well away from the step in the floor which now needs 

removing.  As lunch time approached, the team moved to the entrance where a 

decision was needed on whether, or not, to haul the bags out.  Paul remarked on how 

well the bags had been stacked; the team then departed.  

In the changing hut, the conversation returned to the topic of fireworks.  Some 

reminisced about their childhood experiences.  Sparklers were a common factor in 

many a childhood; Paul had been forced to watch the welder. 

The team retired to a local hostelry for light refreshments and proceeded to put the 

world to rights.  Nick then went to buy a firework.” 

12th November 2019 

With Alex G 

Alex had decided he would like to re-visit the cave after a long break and I appreciated 

someone to help with the bags and other stuff. 

Another phase of expansion required at the [current] end of the Cold Gnarly North. 

5no. holes drilled and filled, c.500mm length x 12mm diameter; pilot holes were drilled 

first in each location, c.300mm (L) x 14mm (dia.) 4no. holes were into conglomerate 

(okay) 1no. into degraded calcite (hard going). All went off successfully. Hopefully, 

progress towards the echoing/draughting cross-rift will be improved. Should be plenty 

to clear out next digging session. Passage bearing c.300o, taken with my Silva Sight-

Master compass. 

14th November 2019 

With Nick, Mike and Jon. 

Due to recent adverse weather conditions (heavy rain and some snow) there were 

some thoughts and discussion about how our time would be best spent. It was thought 
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that Wookey Hole might be too wet and there were bags and bang to clear from 

Hallowe’en Rift. 

The lake wasn’t any wetter than it was on Tuesday. I went ahead, reeling in the wire 

and started to clear back some of the debris. There was a good amount of gravel but 

most of the time was spent wrestling back some large lumps of fractured rock, one 

lump proved to be too large and will require some further attention. When clear there 

will be ample space created. Nick was next in line, filling bags and reducing the larger 

rocks to skip-size. Mike was hauling the skip away while Jon was stacking the spoil, 

very neatly, into any available space on the north side of the lake. 

Time passes very quickly when you are enjoying yourself, there was no time left to 

clear anything out to the surface. So, there’s plenty to do on the weekend! 

16th November 2019 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon and Nick. 

The main objective of the morning was to clear out the accumulation of spoil left in the 

cave after the last couple of digging sessions. Once we got over the “Who’s wearing 

what?” and Who’s going where?” debate, we made it underground. I went up to the 

end to make sure it was ready for the next application of IRS, the rest of the team got 

on with moving filled bags and loose rocks back to the Junction. 

At the end everything was clean and tidy ready for the mid-week visit until I decided to 

start tapping some exposed rock surfaces and came across an almost loose slab, it 

had to come out. After a bit of a wrestling match I had it mobile just as Jon arrived to 

see if there was anything to move back, very fortuitous. The slab of rock was out of 

the way and soon reduced in size. A few bags and loose rocks were hauled out of the 

way then Jon and I went to join the others. 

Soon, all the spoil was out to the surface, 83 loads – 45 bags emptied and 38 skip 

loads of rock, lots of stuff for the wall sometime in the future. All done in good time and 

we were in the pub earlier than usual! 

19th November 2019 

Solo 

Continued the expansion of the passage north-west at the current end of the Cold 

Gnarly North, beyond the aven. 5no. holes drilled into bedrock, c.550mm x 12mm dia., 

plus 1no. hole drilled into the large boulder, c.350mm x 12mm dia. Drilled, filled and 

fired. I could hear fractured rock being re-positioned. Should be plenty to clear for the 

next couple of digging sessions. 



dighalloween  

294 

 

21st November 2019 

With Tav, Jon, Jake, Nick, Duncan, Mike and Leonie (? MCG) 

The bang did good! Lots of lovely, shattered rock and gravel to shift. Initially, we 

concentrated on moving the larger lumps to give a bit more room to work, there was 

plenty of them. Some of the lumps required reduction to skip size which Nick seemed 

happy to oblige. Towards the end of the session we moved back a couple of positions 

to ease the movement of spoil out of the cave. About 20 filled bags were left at the 

end and there’s plenty more to bag up on Saturday. Then the levering and hammering 

of fractured rock can be progressed. All needs to be cleared ready for the next 

application of IRS. 

About 20 skip loads of rock made it all the way out of the cave ready for integration 

into the wall. Lots of people and another good productive effort! 

Took the camera but didn’t take any photos! 

23rd November 2019 

With Nick, Brockers, Jake and Tav 
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Nick and Brockers were digging, ensuring it was clean and tidy ready for the next 

application of IRS. Jake and Tav were along the passages hauling the loaded skip 

along to me at the corner on the north side of the lake (where it was dry). The filled 

bags were stashed ready for hauling out later. There was a slight delay to the start of 

hauling while Jake sorted out a replacement skip. 

When the available space was just about filled and there wasn’t any loose material left 

at the dig, it was time shift positions and start to clear the spoil out of the cave. Had a 

quick peek at the end with Jake before heading out, clearing bags on the way. 

A very neat stack of bags in the entrance was dismantled as the bags were cleared 

out to the surface. 55 bags and 1 rock added to the spoil heap, good session. 

25th November 2019 

Solo 

The quest for the north-west passage continues, expanding the [current] end of the 

Cold Gnarly North, beyond the aven. A slow trip this evening, lots of stuff to drag, the 

wire needed trimming, drilling was slow at times – harder clasts within the 

conglomerate, didn’t feel great either. Still, got the job done. A good resounding bang 

with the satisfying sound of re-positioning rock! Should be something to keep us busy 

for the next session(s). 

26th November 2019 

With Mike, Nick and Jake 

Another oversuit had succumbed to the rigours of digging and was binned. Sadly, the 

temporary replacement was next to useless, very ill-fitting, it won’t be worn 

underground by me again. 

We cleared the debris that resulted from last evening’s application of IRS, the filled 

bags and fractured rock all stacked along the passage on the north side of the lake. 

Everything clean and tidy ready for the next phase, probably on Thursday evening. 

Frustratingly, still not quite able to get a clear view along the rift. A tantalizing glimpse 

is all that is possible, there’s an echo and good air movement, so near and yet… 

It was noticeable that there were no fumes at the dig tonight.  

If nothing else, we have created a comfortable chamber, roomy enough for four, a 

space for a moment’s contemplation and chat between friends about old times. 

Probably more importantly there is ample space for the temporary storage of spoil as 

the dig progresses. 
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28th November 2019 

Solo 

It’s so much better in a caving oversuit that fits well and isn’t more hole than cover – 

the newly purchased oversuit had arrived from the Irish suppliers, Over the Ground. 

5no. holes drilled and filled; all went off with a satisfying clatter. More debris to clear 

for the weekend! 

30th November 2019 

With Jon, Jake, Tav, Duncan, Nick and his son, Chris. 

Reeled in the wire and went up to the dig face to clear the debris from the last 

application of IRS. A bit disappointed that it hadn’t been quite as effective as hoped 

for. A combination of calcite, tiny voids and ‘marly’ conglomerate. Anyway, cleared the 

rubble that had been produced, aided by Chris. Hammered off some calcited cobbles 

and ‘knobbly’ flowstone enabling a squeeze up into the rift, just about possible to stand 

up. This gave a better view of what lies beyond. 

 
A glimpse of what lies beyond! 
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The rift continues, it is possible to see about 5m ahead, the maximum width is c.0.25m, 

both sides of the rift are covered in calcite and there is more evidence for the effects 

of frost and/or ice, the vertical range is about 2m. couldn’t really see what was going 

on at the lower part of the rift where it appears to intersect the bedding. This is where 

the way ahead is still blocked by about 0.5m of rock and calcite. Removal of the 

blockage should give access (or a better view) to a continuation of the rift/bedding. 

Just need to persevere, Hallowe’en Rift won’t give up its secrets easily. I got out of the 

way and Chris squeezed in to have a peek. 

All clean and tidy, ready for the next phase of IRS in the mid-week, it was time to re-

join the others and get the spoil out of the cave. 59 bags were hauled out to the 

surface, the rocks remain underground at the junction and some at the bottom of the 

entrance. The bags were emptied and some attention to wall construction got 

underway. This was curtailed when today’s ‘lake dweller’ started to feel cold and 

headed off to the farm, it was quite chilly in the easterly breeze, especially when 

soaking wet! 

The cave secured, we all headed back through the wood, across the field to the farm. 

4th December 2019 

Solo 

Continuing the quest for the north-west passage beyond the aven. Next phase of IRS 

duly applied. Finished with a flourish as the re-positioning of rock could be heard in 

the distance. 

7th December 2019 

With Jake, Brockers, Jon, Nick and Tav 

I set off to the current end of the Cold Gnarly North with Jake and Brockers to clear 

the debris from Wednesday evenings application of IRS. Nick, Jon and Tav cleared 

the rocks still at the Junction/entrance area. There were rather more there than 

estimated – 46 skip loads out to the surface. 

Unfortunately, the IRS didn’t really have the desired effect probably due to the calcite 

blockage and softer ‘marly’ rock. Even so, there was enough fractured rock that just 

required loosening some more with bar and hammer. Plenty to occupy three diggers 

for a while, the result a roomier chamber and an improved ‘skip-run’ for the future. Nick 

came to find out how we were progressing just as we were deciding to start clearing 

out the spoil. It didn’t take too long to remove c.25 filled bags and another 8 skip loads 

of rock out to the surface. A satisfying morning’s work. 

A plan has been formulated for the next phase of IRS to be progressed mid-week. 
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10th December 2019 

Solo 

Continuing the north-west quest, beyond the aven, next phase of IRS duly applied. 

Hopefully the calcited constriction will be removed and a better look into what lies 

beyond might be possible. Hope it’s more effective than the last attempt, a certain 

amount of flying rock could be heard. 

 
The calcited constriction. Scale 0.20m 

14th December 2019 

With Jon, Tav, Brockers and Jake. 

The IRS had been effective and there was some loose debris to clear. It got a bit 

slower after the initial clearance as we got to work with hammer, chisel and bar. 

Unfortunately, progress forward is still impeded along the constricted rift although 

there is now a better ‘face’ to work with. An improved view is now possible, it is 

obvious that we need to get a bit lower and work along the intersection of the rift and 

bedding. There is quite a lot of work to be done before the Cold Gnarly North reveals 

it’s hidden secrets.  
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When the digging was done and clearing the spoil was the next task a few quick 

snaps were taken. Tried illuminating some calcite features with UV 365nm light with 

interesting results. Not easily captured when in a bit of a rush, should have done the 

solo trip I had planned last Thursday evening. 

 
Fluorescence 

Back to rejoin the team and clear the spoil from the morning’s session out to the 

surface. A total of 41 loads; 33 filled bags emptied and 8 skip loads of rock for the wall. 

The lake had been full of water today after the heavy and persistent rain of the last 

week, all of us were wet, Tav had volunteered for aqueous duties was especially so. 

The chill wind blowing across the field on the way back to the farm was not very 

welcoming. Good job there was a roaring fire at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn! 

17th December 2019 

Solo 

Finished work, collected supplies, then home to prepare and pack everything for this 

evening’s trip into Hallowe’en Rift. Soon it was time to drive over the hill to the farm, 

got changed and walked across the field, into the woods to the cave entrance. 

Underground, the lake wasn’t any drier, cold too! Plan is to continue the good works 

at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North, beyond the aven, following the northwest 

passage. Almost 7no. holes drilled and filled, up to 500mm length x 12mm dia., the 7th 

hole only 350mm length as battery power faded. A slight change in material and a 2nd 

det. made a loud bang this evening. Should be plenty to clear next digging session. 
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Got home after a quick stop at the Hunter’s, then the task of unpacking the kit to let it 

dry out before the next session/instalment. Washing machine loaded with wet, muddy 

under-garments and into the bath for me. 

21st December 2019 

With Tav, Brockers, Jake, Jon, Nick, surface support was provided by Matt. 

I went to the farm to see Mark and family to hand over a small offering of thanks for 

their support during the past year. We might even get Mark underground in 2020 to 

have a look in Hallowe’en Rift. 

At the current end of the Cold Gnarly North, the latest application of IRS had created 

a satisfying quantity of debris, although a rather annoying bridge of rock/calcite 

remained. This impeded forward progress somewhat and got in the way of a good look 

ahead. It wouldn’t succumb to vigorous attention from hammer and chisel, it will be 

dealt with later. All the loose rocks and gravel were bagged and dragged to be stacked, 

very neatly, on the dry north side of the lake. When the loose debris had been cleared, 

Tav and Jake came forward to inspect the prospects ahead, a plan was formulated for 

the next phase of IRS then, it was time to clear the spoil from the cave. 

 
Brockers looking into the chamber ahead. 
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It was my turn to occupy the damp spot in the lake. I sat in a central position, the 

muddy water, c.300mm deep lapping around my waist. I hauled the skip, loaded with 

bags and/or rocks by Jake, it arrived from the darkness of the low passage, slid down 

into the murky water, partially submerged and approached like a ‘menacing 

crocodilian’. The load was transferred to the next skip to be hauled away by Tav and 

Brockers. After a while the cold began to seep in and I was glad to hear “last bag” 

called. Jake then decided that we should wrestle a large and heavy boulder that barely 

went through the lower sections, out to the surface. We, of course, embraced the 

challenge. It was good to find out that Matt had turned up to assist in surface duties 

and the bags had been emptied, 45 of them plus about 10 skip loads of rock or 

equivalent thereof. 

It was a bit surreal to exit the cave to the sounds of carol singers and fluttering tinsel. 

Roz, Rebecca and Rachael had decided to turn up with a festive surprise, mince pies, 

sausage rolls and a stocking for each of us hung in the trees.  

 
The festive spirit (l to r: Vince, Matt, Jon, Rachael, Brockers, Tav, Nick). Photograph 

by Rebecca Johnson. 

23rd December 2019 

Solo 
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Back to the Cold Gnarly North for the next application of IRS (Induced Rapid 

Speleogenesis). Holes drilled and filled in the constriction and along the narrow rift 

that leads north west beyond the aven. It was a slow process today mostly due to 

awkward drilling and variable rock; it goes like that sometimes. The late 

afternoon/evening’s task brought to a satisfactory conclusion with a loud bang and the 

clatter of mobile rock. 

The lake wasn’t quite as deep as it was on Saturday but still deep enough for a 

soaking. Planning to return tomorrow and clear ready for the next phase. Didn’t stop 

at the Hunter’s, wanted to get home and sort out kit ready for the next session. 

24th December 2019 

“Billy No Mates”, solo again. No matter. 

The holes that had been drilled and filled along the rift had been effective and had 

carved some sizeable slabs of rock from the cave wall. They needed a bit of effort to 

remove them, i.e. they required some reduction in size. Before this could be done the 

“bridged” constriction needed some attention. Some hammering, chiselling and 

levering with the bar the constriction was gone (mostly). Once the bulk of material had 

been cleared, I managed a couple of metres of forward progress to gain a better look 

ahead. The upshot…still more work required! At least another 2m or so of passage to 

be widened, not really a surprise. The narrow rift ahead is covered with calcite 

flowstone and there’s further evidence for the effects of frost and/or ice freeze/thaw 

processes. This needs a photographic record. 

Did as much clearing as I thought necessary then had a look around to plan the next 

phase of action. After some consideration maybe it’s time for consolidation and 

expansion rather than struggling to push too far ahead in the restricted rift. All sorted, 

time to leave and go to the pub for some lunch. 

Note: it was a bit fumey and I suffered with a “bang” head and needed some fresh air. 

26th December 2019 

Solo. There was plenty for others to do had they been interested in coming along, no 

matter! 

The task for today was to widen the approach into the rift. This will facilitate an easier 

skip route and improve access for further drilling along the narrow rift. Before this plan 

was put into action, I unpacked my camera and took a few snaps of the features along 

the rift. The constricted passage made it a bit awkward to get a decent shot, took some 

anyway and will try again after the widening process has been completed.  
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Evidence for freeze/thaw processes in the north west leading passage (?). 

 

Then back to the job in hand, 5no. pilot holes were drilled in each location, c.250mm 

length x 16mm diameter, each hole extended to c.400mm length x 12mm diameter. 

The holes, spaced to remove several lumps and bumps, were filled, well stemmed and 

all wired up. Kit was repacked and all was moved back to a safe location and the 

morning’s session brought to a satisfactory conclusion. Rock could be heard re-

positioning, there should be plenty to do on Saturday morning. Job done it was time 

to leave the cave. 

28th December 2019 

With Duncan, Jon, Brockers, Jake and Matt (on the surface) 

After reeling in the wire and a quick inspection to check all was as it should have been, 

Duncan went upfront and cleared back the loose debris. I was next in line filling bags 

and moving fractured rock back to Jon. A skip was loaded and hauled away by 

Damage caused 

by freeze/thaw 

processes (?) 
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Brockers to Jake at the [temporary] end of the line. The spoil removed from the skip 

and stashed neatly into every available nook and cranny on the north side of the lake. 

When all the debris had been cleared, a quick look to formulate the next plan of action 

for the coming week, we all moved back to get the filled bags and rocks out of the 

cave. 

Neither Duncan nor Jon were wearing wetsuits or neo-fleece, so I took the lake 

position again. Duncan loaded the skip on the north side of the lake, Jon in position at 

the corner, Brockers and Jake at the junction/entrance. Mostly things moved along 

okay there was the occasional spillage as an unbalanced skip load turned over and 

required reloading. The difficulty then was finding the right hauling rope that had sunk 

into the murky water. 

Eventually, all the bags and rock were cleared, we made our way back to the entrance. 

We were all thankful that Matt had made a very timely appearance and hauled todays 

quota of 50 bags to the surface. It had been decided that the rocks at the bottom of 

the entrance could wait for another day as it was pub time. There wasn’t any argument 

about that. 

30th December 2019 

Solo 

Supplies collected, drove to Wells where I briefly stopped at Morrison’s and Halfords 

for some odds and ends, then to the farm. Materials were prepped and packed before 

setting off across the field, into the woods to the cave entrance. Gate opened, 

clambered down the entrance and headed to the Cold Gnarly North, dragging one bag 

behind and pushing the drill bag ahead. Took extra care across the lake to keep the 

drill bag out of the water. On arrival at the north west leading rift, unpacked the kit and 

got to work drilling and filling the required number of holes. All done, stuffed some 

packs of empty bags into the bottom of the rift, that had been so diligently cleaned on 

Saturday, to prevent in filling back up with debris. Holes well stemmed, all loose ends 

taped, moved back to connect the wires and start out of the cave. Stopped at a safe 

distance to bring the morning’s task to a satisfactory conclusion. The results will be 

seen on Wednesday when it is planned to return and clear the rift. 

A quick stop at the Hunter’s before heading home to spend an hour or so cleaning and 

washing kit ready for next time. 

1st January 2020 

With Jake and Brockers 

There was a bit of a moment when Jake tipped out his caving kit to find he had left his 

helmet at home, a detour to Dinder was required. We returned to the farm where we 



dighalloween  

305 

 

met a rather confused/concerned Brockers, who being late had arrived at the farm to 

find our kit and no sign of us. However, distractions over, we changed and made our 

way up the hill to the cave. 

Once underground we were soon at the dig where Jake and Brockers cleared the 

debris. I retrieved another bag of kit ready for later in the morning and then stashed 

filled bags at the base of the aven, rocks were just moved aside and left in a tidy pile. 

The IRS had worked well and there was plenty to shift. Loose debris gone some work 

with hammer and chisel produced some substantial flakes of rock and calcite. Bang 

debris cleared, we swapped places and I was able to get a look. One more bang might 

enable a squeeze into the narrow rift and get a better glimpse of what lies beyond, or 

not. It will be interesting to see on Saturday. Back to the job in hand, more holes were 

drilled and filled while Jake and Brockers set about improving the skip routes by 

removing quite a lot of rock along the approach passage. By the end of the session a 

considerable pile of spoil had been amassed. It had been an enjoyable and productive 

session, brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 

It was busy in the pub but, thankfully, not too busy to deter us from refreshment! 

4th January 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, Duncan and Tav. 

During the coming year, 2020, the team at Hallowe’en Rift are embracing a new 

approach to health and well-being. We are not opposed to jumping on any bandwagon 

should the fancy take us. The whole digging experience is to be re-branded, the ‘lake’ 

once thought a place of foreboding now considered to offer ‘cold mineral water 

therapy’ an aid to focusing mind and body. The mineral rich sediments are recognized 

as having exfoliation qualities that unlock the secrets of soft, glowing skin. A digging 

session can provide an excellent full body work-out, no need for expensive gym 

membership, the provision of beer will be deemed appropriate. Remember, exercise 

isn't just good for your body - it works wonders for the mind as well! 

There now follows an update of the latest activities from the Hallowe’en Rift Spa: 

When returning to the dig following another application of IRS, there is a sense of 

anticipation wondering, how has it gone, what, if anything, has been revealed? It’s 

usually a case of ‘just a little more is needed’ and today wasn’t going to be an 

exception. Still there was plenty of debris to be moved, in addition to the spoil already 

bagged up on Wednesday, so everyone was kept busy. As usual the spoil was 

dragged back to the north side of the ‘spa pool’ where it was neatly stacked awaiting 

removal later in the morning. The dig cleared ready for the next phase of expansion, 

it was time to move back and clear the backlog of spoil. Brockers was first in line to 

experience ‘cold mineral water therapy’ and took up position in the ‘spa pool.’ 
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Unfortunately, he didn’t really emerge as a ‘new man’ probably due to not being 

immersed in the waters for a long enough period, he was still talking afterwards. 54 

bags were hauled out and emptied on the spoil heap and 6no. skip loads of rock joined 

the wall building supply. There is another estimated 30 loads or so of rock awaiting 

removal at the bottom of the entrance, but the consensus had decided it was pub time. 

Jon had met Hugh Tucker who had provided six 25-litre containers ready to cut-up into  

7th January 2020 

Solo 

Continuing the expansion of the narrow rift leading circa north-west at the current end 

of the Cold Gnarly North. Another half-dozen holes, drilled, filled and fired. Should be 

something for the weekend! 

Takes that much longer when alone, having to keep going backwards and forwards to 

get this and that! 

11th January 2020 

With Nick, Jon, Brockers, Jake and Tav. 

Nick, Jon, Brockers and me set off to the Cold Gnarly North laden with new skips and 
trays, hauling ropes and empty bags. Reeled in the wire along the way too. Jake and 
Tav opted to clear the accumulation of rocks from the bottom of the entrance and join 
us later, when required. 

Beyond the “spa”, a new skip run was put into place at the current end, the worn-out 
skip was replaced, although separating the rope from the skip proved not to be 
straight-forward and took a bit of time to sort out. Nick had gone to the end of the rift 
to clear the debris created by Tuesday evening’s expansion. The loose gravel and 
cobble-sized stuff into bags, larger lumps were passed back. Then Nick got to work 
with a hammer and chisel, some substantial flakes were removed enabling a better 
glimpse beyond. There is still the echo and the air fresh, it always appears to widen 
just a bit further ahead. Until it does, the expansion work will need to be continued. All 
the loose debris had been cleared and the fractured rock removed, the end was ready 
for the next phase to be carried out during the coming week. We moved back, Jake 
and Tav joined us and the spoil was removed from the cave to the surface, including 
a large boulder that had been strapped into a drag-tray for the journey out. 

Today’s tally: Jake and Tav had hauled out 36 skip-loads of rock, these had been 
added to the wall along with others from the stockpile. From the Cold Gnarly North the 
count was 23 bags and 9 skip-loads of rock including the big boulder. A good session! 

14th January 2020 

Solo 
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Another set of 5no. holes drilled, filled and fired. Continuing the expansion of the north 
west passage at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North. Awkward drilling position in 
the narrow rift. The echo from beyond is, as ever, intriguing. 

18th January 2020 

I was busy elsewhere this weekend at a BCRA SIG Explosives Users Group (EUG) 
training event being held at Westbury Quarry. Others were left to clean up my mess. 

The following summary was provided by Jon: 

“Four of the usual suspects (Jon, Tav, Jake and Nick) assembled at the appointed 
hour.  It was a cold morning with fog lying across the levels.  Above the fog, the sun 
shone from a cloudless sky.  At the farm, the team encountered the odd combination 
of warm winter sunshine and smog. 

With a small team, expectations on progress were relatively low.  More than a few 
minutes were spent passing the time of day with the farmer.  Eventually the team 
started up the hill, remembering to take the key despite the distraction of also taking a 
new lock. 

Underground, Jon took the lead position, supported by Tav, with Nick stacking 
spoil.  All bang debris was bagged, stacked and subsequently restacked at the first 
corner beyond the spa. 

Jake spent some time in the spa, trying to create a drain hole using a long steel 
rod.  He later joined the others.   

There was no significant change at the dig face; progress continues as before.   

On the way out, Nick went down to the lower passage to look for evidence of drainage 
from Jake’s efforts.  No evidence was seen and attempts at voice communication from 
the spa also failed. 

The team then retired to a local hostelry for light refreshment.” 

21st January 2020 

Solo 

Materials collected, prepared and delivered to the Cold Gnarly North. Another set of 
holes drilled, filled and fired. A bit awkward in the narrow rift but job done. It was loud. 
Something more for the weekend! 

I shone my torch along the narrow rift ahead, another 3 or 4 metres, it looks interesting, 
there’s still the fine echo. I’m enthusiastic, as ever. 

Jogged back down to the farm to warm-up a bit. 
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25th January 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon and Nick. 

The application of IRS had the desired effect and there was a pile of rubble waiting to 
be removed. I passed the larger lumps behind and scraped the gravel back to Jake, 
who had a bit more space to bag up the debris and down the line the spoil moved. It’s 
quite a long way along the rift now so the team was fully employed. The bags and 
rocks joined last week’s stockpile on the north side of the “spa”. When the loose stuff 
had been cleared from the end, the hammer and chisel were used to remove fractured 
stuff from the wall, all clean and tidy for the application of the next phase in the coming 
week. Hopefully, next weekend we’ll get a better look at the way forward. 

The end all tidy it was time to move back and clear the filled bags and rock from the 
cave. Brockers had been suffering from a cold so it was suggested a spell in the 
healing waters of the “spa” would do him good, at least that was the plan. Once a few 
teething problems, such as a missing skip, were ironed out the hauling process worked 
smoothly, and the spoil was delivered to the bottom of the entrance. 

The last task of the session was to haul the spoil out to the surface; 50+ bags and a 
dozen or so skip-loads of rock were added to the heap. Some walling was also 
achieved. All cleared, the cave was secured, and we departed. 

The team have decided to start a bang fund to help with the cost of materials (past 
and present) and £80 was handed to me in the Hunter’s. I felt a little bit embarrassed 
taking money from friends, but the gesture is very much appreciated! 

28th January 2020 

Solo 

Decided to collect supplies and go directly to the farm for an earlier start into 
Hallowe’en Rift. Material prepped and packed, I was all kitted up, everything ready to 
go, and then I realised…no drill bit tube! So, into the van and back over the hill to 
retrieve the tube from my tackle store. Half-hour wasted…no matter. 

Eventually arrived at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North, sorted the kit out and 
got to work. The small trench in the floor along the narrow rift now has a puddle in it. 
4no. pilot holes, c.250 x 16mm drilled in the required spots then the holes were 
extended to c.500 x 10mm and filled. A little bit of tamping just to seal the holes, all 
wired-up, kit packed away, and retreated to a safe distance to bring the task to a noisy 
conclusion. Rock was heard re-locating, should be stuff to clear next session. Might 
be able to get a better glimpse of whatever lies beyond too. 

1st February 2020 

With Jake, Jon, Brockers, Nick, Tav, Duncan and Alex. 

A strong team today. I went ahead to reel in the wire and check that all was as it should 
be. Everything was fine and I scraped the resulting debris from the IRS back to 
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Brockers who had a bit more space to bag it up. The filled bags were passed back to 
Tav who was shuttling to and fro between the rift and the aven. The spoil was on a 
journey to the Junction, not sure where each of the other team members had 
positioned themselves. 

Frustratingly, although the IRS had created plenty of gravel, further access along the 
narrow rift is still not possible. A clear sight of whatever lies beyond obscured by more 
flowstone, I was a little bit disappointed really. Never mind, we’ll just have to keep 
chipping away at it, metre by metre, until we come to a conclusion, satisfactory or not. 

The end all cleared ready for the next application of IRS, we all moved back to clear 
the cave of spoil. About 30 bags and a few skip loads of rock were added to the spoil 
heap and some rock was added to the wall too. 

Despite all the doom and gloom being peddled in the media regarding Britain’s exit 
from the European Union, guess what, the sun was still shining, and it was a rather 
pleasant morning out in the woods. We even got to the pub earlier than usual. 

Another £85 was thrust into my hand, another donation to the bang fund and back 
payment. It’s still a bit embarrassing! 

4th February 2020 

Solo  

Collected the supplies c.17:20 and headed over to Hallowe’en Rift, underground by 
c.18:30. 

It is a bit constricted along the narrow rift with me, two bags full of kit and a drill tube 
rattling around. Some awkward manoeuvring required with the 600mm drill bit. 
Anyway, another 4no. holes were drilled, filled and fired. Should be something for the 
weekend, mobile rock was heard. Just got to wait a few days to get back and see the 
results.  

8th February 2020 

With Jake, Jon and Nick. 

A smaller team assembled today so to get stuff out to the surface it was necessary to 
stage the bags and rock debris at several temporary places. 

At the current end of the Cold Gnarly North we were greeted by a pile of gravel and 
fragmented rock, the result of the latest phase of IRS. I scraped the gravel and lumps 
of rock back to Jon who had a bit more space to put it into bags. The spoil was then 
passed back to Nick and Jake where it was stacked at the entry to the aven. When all 
was clean and tidy at the end, ready for the next application of chemical persuasion, 
we moved back to move the spoil to the next stage on the north side of the ‘spa’. We 
shifted positions again and it was my turn to feel the benefit of soaking in the cool 
mineral waters of the ‘spa pool’. The spoil had arrived at the Junction, some made it 
to the bottom of the entrance. All cleared from beyond the ‘spa’ the spoil was on its 
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way to its final destination, to be deposited on the spoil heap. About 20 bags and 
several skip loads of rock was the tally for this session. Job done, we secured the cave 
and left, ready for some refreshment. 

11th February 2020 

Solo 

Collected the goods at c.17:00, stayed to chat for a short while before heading over to 
the farm. Materials prepped, got the oversuit on and up across the fields, into the 
woods to the cave entrance. Dragged myself and the kit to the Cold Gnarly North and 
along the narrow rift. There’s not a lot of space with me and two bags. Drill and filled 
four awkward holes. I’m considering making it bigger in the future. Retreated to a safe 
distance and brought the evening’s task to a noisy conclusion. Job done, I dragged 
myself and the bags back out of the cave, back on the surface at 20:00. 

It was cold walking back down the hill to the farm. 

Decided not to stop at the Hunter’s but to head home and sort the kit out. Blizzard 
conditions over the hill – sleet and hail, the roads were white. The situation was 
exacerbated by the fact that, at the merest hint of white stuff, drivers panic and lose 
the ability to drive. It was a frustrating journey home! 

I’ll wash the oversuit in the morning. 

15th February 2020 

If the bang does what it’s supposed to do, might get a better glimpse of what might lie 
beyond today, or it might be very frustrating again! It was frustrating in the end. 

With Tav, Jake and Jon 

A small band of stalwarts assembled at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn, undeterred by 
‘coronavirus’, an excursion to Cheddar or, shopping. As we did last weekend, the spoil 
would have to be removed in stages. 

All into the van and down to the farm where we changed into caving kit and made our 
way up the hill into the face of Storm Dennis, in all honesty, it was a bit windy and not 
very wet, yet. 

At the end of the narrow rift in the ‘far’ reaches of the Cold Gnarly North there was 
plenty of debris to be removed. It was hard work scraping the gravel and cobbles sized 
lumps back to Tav who was busy filling bags and passing them down the line to Jake 
and Jon. The spoil stacked at the bottom of the aven. It is just a tad constricted at the 
end of the rift and I reached the conclusion that I am going to make it bigger. The spoil 
cleared, or most of it, we shifted back to start moving the spoil out of the cave. From 
the aven it was moved and stacked in the ‘spa’, from here the next stop was the bottom 
of the entrance. Twenty bags and six skip loads of rocks were eventually emptied onto 
the surface spoil heap. 



dighalloween  

311 

 

The walk down the hill to the farm was a bit windier and wetter, glad that it wasn’t cold 
as well! 

18th February 2020 

Solo, as has become usual for a bang trip. 

Collected supplies and straight to the farm to get ready to go into Hallowe’en Rift, 
underground by 18:20. 

The plan was, rather than progressing the end, I would remove a few ‘bulges’ from the 
wall and make the passage a bit roomier. When I arrived at the end of the Cold Gnarly 
North, I was surprised at how wet the narrow rift had become. The trench in the floor 
was now a deep puddle and at the current end where I was to be working, also 
contained a puddle of water. I would have to be careful where I put the drill down, 
lithium ion batteries do not like water! 

4no. holes were drilled, up to 550mm length x 10mm diameter, filled and fired from a 
safe distance. As usual, rock could be heard repositioning itself, should be stuff to 
clear on the weekend. 

22nd February 2020 

With Jake, Jon, Brockers, Nick and Tav. 

Usual thing after the application of IRS, reeled in the wire, checked all was as it should 
be. It hadn’t got any drier along the rift at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North, but 
there was a pile of fractured rock debris to shift. The gravel and cobble-sized lumps of 
fractured rock were scraped and passed backwards to Jake, who had a bit more space 
to bag it up. The spoil then moved along the line to be stacked on the “dry” north side 
of the “spa”. 

When the spoil was cleared from the end and an idea of what actions were required 
next, Jake went along to the end to have a look. It’s a good lead with potential. That 
done, all shifted back to clear the spoil from the cave. Jake needed to avoid the “spa” 
as he had left his pub clothes at home, not an ideal move, good job he had his 
motorcycle gear. 

Twenty bags were emptied onto the spoil heap. If the weather had been better, we 
might have mooched around on the surface for a while and built up the wall, it was 
quite a bit earlier than usual. No matter, the cave was secured, and we made our way 
back to the farm and, a little later, to the Hunter’s Lodge Inn. Plenty of time to get back 
and watch 6 Nations Rugby. 

25th February 2020 

Solo 

Collected supplies around 16:45, stayed to chat for a while. I don’t know why NT has 
a fixation with me having a cup of tea – I don’t want bloody tea!!! 
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I was underground by 18:00. Arrived at the end of the Cold Gnarly North and was 
surprised to find that the trench in the floor of the rift hadn’t refilled with water. Perhaps 
Jon’s probing with the long bar on Saturday had the desired effect. However, there 
was a puddle of water at the business end. I decided to continue the with the passage 
widening and to remove the remaining bulge of rock in the floor. The 4no. were again 
widely spaced (in pairs) and I used a 12mm diameter drill bit, maximum depth 
c.550mm. While drilling the fourth hole the cutting tip sheared off possibly the result of 
accidentally dipping the bit in the puddle of water at the end. Luckily, I had spare bits 
and was able to drill a parallel hole (the broken tip was at the bottom of the other hole!). 
All holes drilled, filled and fired from a safe distance and I exited the cave. I was cold, 
so secured the cave and jogged back down to the farm to warm up a bit. 

Didn’t stop at the pub went straight home to sort out the kit and get things drying out. 

29th February 2020 

With Jon, Brockers, Nick, Duncan and Jake. 

Another bang to clear. There was a pile of gravel at the end of the rift, very few lumps 
of rock though, must be “soft” rock just seems to disintegrate. There was the bonus of 
a puddle of water to lie in too, and the trench at the start of the rift had filled with water 
since Tuesday. We have had quite a lot of rain recently, another storm passing over 
this weekend, Storm Jorge. I’m a bit disappointed with the results of the bang really, 
just 14 bags of gravel and a couple of large cobble-sized fragments of rock. All was 
cleared by mid-day. There was a brief discussion with Nick and Jon re: the possibility 
of opening the very narrow slit in the floor where the water from the trench was bailed 
into (doesn’t back-up at all). The current end of the rift appears to be quite calcited, 
although there is still a draught. I will ponder on this for a while, wouldn’t like to give 
up on the rift until a conclusion is arrived at, one way or the other. 

There was also a conversation about finding somewhere else to dig to fill the time 
rather than going to the pub early, perhaps a return to the south-west passage is on 
the cards. 

4th March 2020 

Solo 

Stuff all prepped and ready to go, a new drill battery was delivered today, and I’ve 
charged that ready for use. Didn’t get underground until 19:30 this week so it was a 
later finish. Shouldn’t have rushed my dinner, it was now heavy in my stomach, and 
shouldn’t have worn a neo-fleece and long-sleeved thermal shirt. It was not a very 
comfortable trip. 

I decided to bail the trench in the floor of the rift into the narrow slot, it didn’t drain away 
as quickly as expected. Bailed the puddle at the end of the narrow rift too. Continued 
the expansion of the narrow rift, it was, of course, awkward, and always takes longer 
having to keep going backwards and forwards for this or that. There isn’t much room 
to manoeuvre. Eventually, 6no. 550mm x 12mm holes were drilled and filled, kit 
packed and retired to a safe distance to bring the task to a noisy conclusion. 
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Gave the pub a miss and headed home to sort out kit, some of it will be needed 
tomorrow evening for Wookey Hole. 

7th March 2020 

With Jake, Jon, Brockers and Alex. 

Prior to setting off up the hill to meet the team and go digging – another bang to clear, 
I spent some time charging drill batteries, cleaning the drill and ignition device, and 
generally sorting out kit and sundry items. 

Met at the Hunter’s as usual and drove down to the farm where we got changed and 
walked up the cave entrance. Once underground we were soon in our respective 
positions in the Cold Gnarly North ready for another good session. 

At the end of the narrow rift there was the expected pile of debris, once again the rock 
had disintegrated into mostly gravel with some medium cobble-sized pieces of rock. I 
scraped the debris from the constricted rift back to Brockers who was bagging it up 
and passing the filled bags down the line to Jake, Jon and finally, Alex who stacked 
the spoil in the low, muddy corner ready to be shifted later in the morning. The gravel 
and rocks cleared there remained a pool of red muddy water, this I bailed into the 
passage ahead. The water drained away immediately without backing up, although I 
couldn’t hear it draining. Looking forward about 1m, the narrow rift appears to be 
blocked by calcite flowstone, however, there seems to be something going off to the 
left, difficult to know for sure until we get there. It’s still draughting, been working hard 
and haven’t overheated nor has the air quality diminished. The expansion will 
continue. Jake and Brockers both went to the end for a look and came back with the 
same conclusion. 

It was time to move back and clear out the spoil, this was achieved in a couple of 
stages. On the surface about 25 bags were emptied onto the spoil heap, for some of 
the bags this had been their final journey, they had succumbed to the rigours of the 
trip in and out of the cave. 

Refreshments were taken at the Hunter’s as usual. 

14th March 2020 

The global pandemic, Covid-19 (corona virus), that is spreading at an alarming rate 
requiring various Governments around the world to take draconian measures to 
protect us all, well that’s what they want us to believe, has in a roundabout sort of way, 
affected our activities in Hallowe’en Rift this week too. 

Earlier in the week, following Government advice, the materials supplier was confined 
in self-isolation, therefore no collections were possible and resulted in no IRS taking 
place in HR; no bang, no spoil and nothing to clear on the weekend! Add to that, yours 
truly hasn’t been on top of his game either, it has been a rather unsatisfactory week 
and weekend – digging wise anyway! 
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Unfortunately, this is probably just the beginning of a very disrupted time ahead and 
some of the consequences are, almost certainly, going to very disappointing, 
devastating for some too. 

17th March 2020 

Due to the corona virus (Covid-19) pandemic and the latest UK Government 
advice all digging activities are suspended for the foreseeable future. Good luck 
and hopefully, good health people! 

10th May 2020 

Nine weeks later and I have cracked, I am breaking free of ‘lockdown’ and 
returning to digging! 

With Duncan 

After a morning trip to the suppliers to collect the required material, and a chinwag of 
course, I drove to Wells to fill the van up with fuel. Then on to the farm. I passed 
Duncan pedalling along the road, he declined my offer of a lift and said he would meet 
at the farm. 

On arrival at the farm the gate was still closed so unlocked it and made my way to the 
shed. We seem to have gained a collection of plastic windows and doors so there isn’t 
quite as much space available for changing. I started to sort out the explosives and 
was soon joined by Duncan, no one else arrived so kit packed, we were changed, and 
we made our way up to the cave. 

I wasn’t too surprised to find that the lock was seized-up and it took a while to coerce 
it into opening. This wasn’t helped by the fact that the can of WD40 had no pressure 
in it, this was remedied by Duncan beating it with a stone until it split and we were able 
to drip its remaining contents onto the stubborn lock. Eventually, it succumbed, and it 
opened giving us access to the cave at last. 

Below ground the cave wasn’t quite as dry as expected and there was still some 
shallow water in the lake, no matter. We got to the end and spent a few moments 
planning our strategy for the session. Duncan had brought along his Disto X and was 
going to update the survey while I got on with drilling and filling holes. 

I had almost completed the first hole, 600 x 12mm, when the drill-bit snapped so I had 
to rethink what to do next. Drilled another five holes, 450 x 12mm, then these were 
lengthened, 600 x 10mm. The holes needed a lot of cleaning, so the blow-tube was 
useful although its use resulted in me getting a faceful of dust every hole. After 
cleaning, the holes were filled. Before I had quite finished Duncan came along the rift 
to complete his survey update and he then picked up the drill bag and drill-bit tube and 
made his way out of the cave. 

It didn’t take me too much longer to tidy everything up, join the wires and retire to a 
safe distance to bring the mornings activities to a loud and very satisfying conclusion. 
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The cave was secured, and we walked down through the woods and across the field 
back to the farm to get changed. Once changed, a brief discussion and we parted 
company until next week when we shall return, hopefully with others, to clear the bang 
and set-up the next one.  

How I’ve missed my HR sessions! 

16th May 2020 

With Roz 

Nice to be digging with my wife again, Roz’s first trip since coming off her bicycle last 
October 31st (yes, Hallowe’en!). Gubbins had been prepared earlier so got changed at 
the farm and up to the cave – saw no-one, met no-one! 

Lock worked just fine today but I will still replace it temporarily and take it home for 
some TLC. Took a bit of time for Roz to sort out her lights and ended up using her 
back-up light for the trip (or most of it). 

At the end of the rift the last bang had the desired effect and there was a good pile of 
debris, mostly gravel, to be removed before the next phase of IRS could be applied. I 
bagged up the debris, passing the filled bags to Roz who then dragged them back 
along the rift to the small chamber near Trevor’s aven. We didn’t bother counting but 
probably filled about two dozen bags. Ahead there’s an enticing echo and a draught 
but can’t actually see anything, maybe next weekend after this bang. 

Once the debris had been cleared, I set about drilling the next set of holes, 6no. c.550 
x 12mm long, filled as I drilled because the rock isn’t great here, lots of degraded 
calcite and other minerals. Nothing can be done quickly in the confined space but 
eventually the job was completed and brought to a satisfactory conclusion, from a safe 
distance of course. Exited and secured the cave, then back to the farm to change. No 
pub so home! About 3.5 hours. 

24th May 2020 

With Roz. As we were getting changed it was really good to see that Brockers and 
Mike turn up in response to my earlier email. 

At the [current] end of the Cold Gnarly North we got on with clearing the last bang. 
There was plenty of gravel and a few cobble sized fragments, I filled bags passing 
them back to Brockers, who then dragged them back along the rift to Mike and Roz. 
The filled bags, including those from the previous session, were temporarily stacked 
near to the aven. 

Once the debris had been cleared away, it became obvious the there was no ‘left-turn’ 
and a clear sight of the way forward was obscured by a calcite formation, no matter 
will just have to go around it. A small gap is still discernible and there is a feint draught. 
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While I prepared for the next phase of IRS, Brockers, Mike and Roz moved the accrued 
bags from their current position to be re-located in the  “spa” now more of a muddy 
puddle, ready to be moved out on a later date. 

Meanwhile, 6no. holes, c.600mm x 12mm, had been drilled and filled and I was just 
packing the bags prior to connecting the wire when the others came back to drag the 
kit out for me. Much appreciated. I finished wiring-up and retired to a safe location to 
bring the session to a satisfactory conclusion. 

We emerged from the cave into warm sunshine. The cave secured and a stroll back 
down the hill to the farm. We changed, chatted for a short time and went our separate 
ways. Arrangements will be confirmed for next week by email. 

30th May 2020 

With Roz, Jake and Nick. 

Good to see Jake digging again and to catch up on things (had already met up with 
Nick earlier in the week at Wookey Hole). 

It didn’t take too long for us to get to the [current] end of the Cold Gnarly North and 
were greeted on arrival by another pile of gravel and fractured rock. I started to fill 
bags, passing them back to Jake who shuttled them back and forth along the rift to 
Nick and Roz. Eventually, Jake, who was overdressed in a fleece undersuit, began to 
overheat and swapped places with Nick. 

After clearing the spoil, my initial impression of the way forward was that it might be 
looking a bit limited. There’s a lot of calcite in the way and low down the lead was 
pinching in, however, the air was still good and, strangely, an echo was still discernible. 
I went back down the rift with a failing light to change the battery and to collect the drill 
and other necessary items. Nick went along to look at the end. 

I returned to the end with a fresh battery and looked around to see where best to 
position the holes, it was then that I noticed that the way ahead was better than my 
earlier thoughts. I had been looking in the wrong place, higher up in the roof, a 
draughting hole and a void beyond the calcite constriction, how big is anybody’s guess 
at this stage. I was much happier. I returned to the task in hand with a plan, 6no. holes, 
c.600mm x 12mm, drilled and filled, concentrated on opening an access to the void 
ahead. It was a bit of a struggle with all the kit back along the rift, but I was joined by 
Roz who helped drag the kit the rest of the way out of the cave. As usual, the session 
was drawn to a conclusion from a safe distance. I heard plenty of rock being relocated. 

While I was attending to business at the end of the Cold Gnarly North, Roz, Nick and 
Jake cleared all the spoil from the cave to the surface where the bags, 50 plus 14 skip 
loads of rock, were deposited onto the spoil heap. Good effort! 

There were, of course, grumblings about the lack of pub facilities to bring the session 
to a proper and fitting end but these are not ideal times. Hopefully, it will soon be over 
(at least, for the time being!). 
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6th June 2020 

With Jake and Nick 

Last weekend’s application of IRS hadn’t quite had the desired effect, it didn’t open-
up into the void, which was disappointing but, no matter it goes like that sometimes. 
The problem is, a band of calcite that is blocking the narrow passage, it’s not great 
material to blast through. There’s fresh air coming from the void beyond and it sounds 
like space ahead, a resonating ‘boom’, just a question of getting into it. Perseverance 
is required. There wasn’t as much spoil as expected either and it didn’t take too long 
clear. 

While I drilled and filled another 6 holes, Jake and Nick dragged all the bags out to the 
surface and emptied them onto the spoil heap. Unfortunately, this left me to come out 
with all my stuff, two packed bags and the drill-bit tube, not a problem. 

Hopefully, there will be more to clear next weekend. It was raining when I exited the 
cave. 

13th June 2020 

With Brockers, Duncan and Jake 

Although the bang, once again, didn’t create a massive amount of debris it had been 
successful in punching a hole through the calcite constriction which was satisfying. 
The debris consisted of sand and fine/medium gravel size fragments with some 
frequent coarse gravel and cobble size lumps, it mostly comprised of calcite. It was 
bagged up and moved along the line being staged in a number of locations on its 
journey out of the cave to the spoil heap moved along by Duncan, Jake and Brockers. 
When the fractured rock had been cleaned away the void beyond was slightly clearer 
but still obstructed. There was a current of fresh air emanating from the small space 
beyond and an ‘echo’ too. 

Another 6 holes, c.600mm x 12mm, were drilled and filled eventually, some of the hole 
positions were a little problematic as they kept going through, it took some effort to 
find some solid stratum to drill into, a mix of calcite and conglomerate. Hopefully, the 
small gap through the calcite constriction will be enlarged. Brockers came back to help 
out with the bags. The session was concluded with the usual satisfying clatter of 
fragmenting rock! 

Jake was the only one to think to bring beer, something we should address next week. 

20th June 2020 

With Jon, Jake, Brockers, Duncan and Nick 

A good turn-out this week I hope the bang has done something. Nick decided to carry 
in a bag of ‘post-crete’ to do some ‘improvements’ along the skip runs. 
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At the [current] end there was some debris to clear so that was scraped back to Jon 
who bagged it up and passed the bag back to Brockers, the spoil on its way to the 
surface. I set to work with hammer and chisel. The last few bangs had fractured the 
problematic calcite and eventually it started to give way revealing the void beyond. 
The more I hammered and chiselled, the more fractured calcite was removed, it was 
very warm work, I stopped every now and then to cool off in the fresh draughting air. 
The void, about half a body length, appears to indicate a change in the passage, there 
is something off to the left but straight ahead looks interesting. Beyond some more 
flowstone, about a metre, another larger void can be seen, it looks good. Getting 
through to the void might pose some problems, there is a lot of calcite to drill into, but 
I have some ideas how to get the job done. I went back to the chamber to get the kit 
and have a rest while Jake and Nick went to have a look. 

The team started to clear the spoil from the cave to the surface, Nick mixed ‘post-crete’ 
with gravel and carried out the ‘improvements’, I went to the end to drill and fill another 
six holes, three holes were 600 x 12mm and three were 450 x 12mm in length, the 
shorter holes due to the constricted passage width. The aim is to widen the end to 
make it easier to work and deal with the constriction ahead. I was connecting it all 
together when Brockers returned to help with dragging the kit bags out, which was 
appreciated. The bang went off with a clatter of rocks. 

When I got out to the surface, only Brockers was waiting, the others had left. Back at 
the farm and changed we enjoyed a refreshing bottle of beer (0% for me) and a chat 
about tomorrows plan for Gully Cave, Ebbor Gorge. Then home to sort and wash the 
various bits of kit. Another satisfying Saturday session over. 

27th June 2020  

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, Nick and Duncan. 

Again, clear and bang job, stuff all prepped, packed and ready to go. The last 
application had created another pile of gravel and a few cobble-size lumps of rock and 
calcite. This was scraped back to Brockers who bagged it up and I got to work with a 
hammer and chisel. The filled bags of spoil shuttled back down the rift and along the 
skip run to be temporarily stashed on the north-side of the lake (now no more than a 
muddy puddle but it still hasn’t dried up). 

I managed to remove some bits and pieces mostly of calcite and get an even more 
tantalising but restrict peek at what lies beyond. Unfortunately, there is not enough 
space to get a good, efficient swing of the lump hammer. I went back down the rift to 
get the drill and other items and to think about the best strategy to employ. Jake went 
along to the end, followed by Brockers, to have a look and try hammering. He returned 
with the same frustration.  

After Jake had returned, I dragged the kit to the end to start drilling the next set of 
holes. The problem is the small void that is the current working location is formed 
within a mineral vein and on either side at the contact with the ‘rock’ wall a significant 
thickness of crystalline calcite (c.150mm) to drill through. The ‘other’ side of the calcite 
the rock is soft mudstone which catches and clogs the drill bit, it’s also pendular so 
finding enough thickness to drill into is another problem. Eventually, 6no. holes were 
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drilled, 3no. 450mm length and 3no. 600mm length, these were duly filled. In ‘good’ 
limestone these would probably be enough to get us into the potential space beyond, 
with this particular ‘rock’ I am not so sure. Hopefully, it will be enough even if it fractures 
the substrate enough to get to work with hammer and chisel. We will just have to wait 
and see. 

Brockers had stayed behind while the others cleared the spoil from the cave, he had 
been busy trying to modify the skip run and to help me out with the bags. 

Back on the surface it was raining. 

4th July 2020 

With Jon, Jake, Brockers and Duncan. 

It was pleasing to see a bigger pile of debris on arrival at the current end of the Cold 
Gnarly North, the bang had been effective. There was still a lot of gravel but more 
cobble and small boulder-size lumps too. The crystalline calcite band was gone, and 
more competent conglomerate was exposed, should make drilling holes easier. 
Unfortunately, the way ahead is not as open as hoped for, there is a large pendulous 
flake of rock barring further access or a good look at what lies beyond. What can be 
seen is the passage slopes down at about 40o leading about 2m to a small opening, 
the passage is about 0.75m wide (or will be when the flake is gone) and draughting 
still. 

Once the loose debris was cleared, got to work with a hammer and chisel bringing 
down some more fractured rock, leaving a cleaner face for the next set of holes. A 
couple of holes were drilled into the pendulous flake and a group of holes placed to try 
and open access further. The holes, 4no. 600mm x 12mm and 2no. 450mm x 12mm, 
were filled and wired and ready to go. Jon came back, after helping to clear the spoil 
to the surface, to assist with the bags. The charge was fired successfully. 

Exited the cave a bit later than usual, the team were waiting, the cave secured, we 
made our way down to the farm and refreshments. The Hunter’s Lodge Inn is not 
reopening yet. 

11th July 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, Duncan, and Nick. 

On arrival at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North once again it was pleasing to 
find a good pile of debris had been created. The pendulous flake of rock was almost 
gone, frustratingly, the way ahead is still constricted, and more chemical persuasion 
will be required. Clearing the spoil is not an easy task in the narrow passage, head 
first down a calcited slope, throwing the cobbles/boulders back and scraping the gravel 
backwards underneath your body. It is then bagged up in the constricted space and 
the filled bags dragged back along the rift to the next in line. We should sort out another 
skip but space to use it properly at the moment is lacking. 
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When the spoil had been cleared, we had gained a couple of metres or so, there is a 
gap to follow just too tight. The draught was not so strong today, but surface conditions 
were probably the cause of that, temperature about 15o and a high-pressure front 
moving across the southwest. The team set about removing the spoil from the cave 
while I set about drilling and filling another set of holes, 6no. 450mm x 12mm. the aim 
to remove more of the flake and expand the space at the end to create somewhere a 
skip can be loaded. 

After helping to shift the spoil beyond the lake, Jake cemented another ramp to ease 
the movement of the skip, then came back to help drag out my kit bags. The morning 
was brought to a loud, satisfactory conclusion from the corner by the lake and I left the 
cave. 

18th July 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, and Nick. 

Yesterday I had spent some time fettling a dozen skips for use in HR from six 25 litre 
containers supplied by Hugh Tucker, these were loaded into the van along with the 
rest of the kit, all prepped and packed, ready to go. 

At the farm, the team congregated, the van unloaded, got changed and made our way 
up the hill, laden with various bits of kit and bags. Some of the skips were left in the 
shed to be used when required. 

At the end of the Cold Gnarly North, last weekend’s application of IRS had done a 
good job and more space had been created, but first there was a pile of gravel and 
cobble size debris waiting to be cleared. We soon had a skip installed and with a few 
tweaks to get the correct length of hauling line, away it went filled with loose spoil. 
Jake was bagging up the skip contents down in the chamber near the aven before 
sending the bags on their way out of the cave. The skip worked a treat and it was a 
much more efficient method for spoil removal. Once the loose debris was cleared 
some work with hammer and chisel to remove some fractured flakes, it was time to 
have a good look at the end. The sloping floor of the passage leads downwards to 
another constriction, it appears to be blocked by sediment. However, interestingly on 
the right (east) side a small phreatic tube leads, after a metre or so, to what appears 
to be another ‘parallel’ rift. Fresh air seems to emanate from this direction, it is 
intriguing. 

Anyway, to the job in hand. It was comfortable drilling today, plenty of room to sit and 
move around. A total of seven holes, 3no. on the left-side (450mm x 12mm) and 4no. 
on the right-side (3x 450mm x 12mm, 1x 600mm x 12mm), these were placed to widen 
the constriction and start to expand the small phreatic ‘eye-hole’. Brockers came back, 
after helping the team to remove the spoil from the cave (30 bags and 10 skip loads 
of rock), to help out with dragging my kit out. While he was waiting, he got to work with 
lump hammer and chisel to remove an irksome lump of rock that had impeded smooth 
passage of the skip.   

All drilled, filled and fired from a safe distance, the cave was vacated. 
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25th July 2020 

With Jake, Nick, Jon, Brockers and Duncan. 

Yep! Another bang to clear. At the dig I went along to check al was as it should be, all 
good I returned to the small chamber near the aven. Nick went up to clear the debris, 
I hauled the skip back and bagged the loose debris comprising gravel and cobbles of 
conglomerate. The filled bags placed into the next skip to be hauled away by Jon. The 
bag started its journey out to the surface, temporarily stored in the ‘lake’ now more a 
muddy puddle. About three dozen bags and an assortment of rocks made it out to the 
surface and not all of them came from the end. 

When Nick had cleared the debris from the end, I went along to continue the expansion 
work. Today, 8no. holes, c.450mm x 12mm, 3no. to remove a bulge of rock on the left-
side, 5no. on the right to open up access to the phreatic ‘eye-hole’. This is an 
interesting feature that need further investigation. Holes drilled, Nick came back from 
assisting in hauling the spoil out to retrieve the drill bag and bit tube and take them out 
of the cave. The holes were then filled, wired. and fired (from a comfortable position) 
and I made my way out of the cave to join Nick on the surface. I was surprised to find 
a torrent of water flowing down the entrance and into the Soft South. Apparently there 
had a ‘monsoon’ Nick informed, the other team members had high tailed it back to the 
farm. The cave was secured, and we left too.  

1st August 2020 

With Brockers, Jon, Tav and a late appearance by Nick. 

At the current end of Cold Gnarly North, checked to make sure all was good before 
the morning’s activities got underway, quite a lot of gravel had had been ejected along 
the approach and needed tidying. Tav followed me up for a gander but declined the 
offer to swap places and clear so I got on with it. Loose debris was placed into the skip 
and bagged-up by Tav in the small chamber near the aven. The filled bags then hauled 
along to a temporary stash in the “spa pool”, now just a muddy puddle. The filled bags 
were moved to the surface to be emptied later. 

All cleared, a total of eight holes were then drilled, two clusters of 4no. holes, 
dimensions c.450mm x 12mm, placed on the right-side (roughly east) of the passage. 
One group to widen the rift a bit more at the end(?) near to the small phreatic tube and 
the second group placed to start enlarging the “eye-hole”. The conglomerate is 
variable with frequent calcited vughs and mud-filled joints.  

Tav returned from hauling bags to help with dragging out the kit. Holes were drilled, 
filled and fire from a safe distance, and I too, made my way out of the cave. On the 
surface the team had gone down to the farm, I secured the cave and went to join them. 

8th August 2020 

With Brockers, Jon and Duncan. 
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All good at the current end of Cold Gnarly North, Brockers cleared the loose debris 
and fractured rock, loading it directly into the skip. Back in the small chamber near the 
aven, I hauled the loaded skip back and emptied the contents into bags, transferred 
the filled bags to another skip which was hauled away by Duncan and on to Jon who 
temporarily stashed the filled bags in a convenient location awaiting removal later in 
the session. When all had been cleared from the far end the team moved back and 
the bags were hauled out to the surface and emptied onto the spoil heap. 

Meanwhile, I continued with the expansion process, another 8no. holes, c.450mm x 
12mm, drilled, filled, and fired. The holes were concentrated around accessing the 
phreatic “eye-hole”. 

I emerged from the cave into very warm sunshine. Refreshments at the farm, a 
chinwag and then home to clean and sort the kit. Off to Gower later this afternoon.  

15th August 2020 

With Jon, Jake, Duncan, Brockers and Nick. 

Might be under some time pressure today as the Hunter’s has re-opened at last. As 
expected, the main topic of conversation at the farm was - the pub’s open! 

Got to the dig after reeling in the wire, all was good, Jon declined the offer to swap 
places, so I got on with clearing the debris. As soon as it was clear Jon sent up my kit 
and I got on with drilling the holes. A total of 8no. holes, drilled some pilot holes, 
c.150mm x 14mm, beforehand and I was able now to concentrate the holes around 
the “eye-hole”. Jon came back to collect the drill bag and tube but did not wait as I 
finished the job in hand. 

By the time I surfaced the team had gone, I secured the cave and returned to the farm, 
as expected there was no-one there, all had left. I found them at the Hunter’s, sat in 
the garden, in the rain but their little faces were beaming with happiness. Ah! The 
simple pleasures of a digging trip. 

22nd August 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, and another late appearance by Nick. 

At the end of Cold Gnarly North, all was as it should have been. To save time I got on 
with the clearing of debris, hammer and chiselling the fractured rock from the walls as 
well. The “eye-hole” has been opened enough to get a glimpse of what lies beyond, 
frustratingly, it is not as open as hoped for. A slot continues in an approximately 
northerly direction, but it is narrow, that said, there is air movement emanating from it, 
that, at least is encouraging. There was some loose debris in the slot that was not 
possible to remove, it might widen lower down. The expansion work continues. 

Drilled 8no. pilot holes, c.150mm x 14mm, in the required positions to continue 
enlarging the “eye-hole”. The holes were extended to c.450mm x 12mm. Snapped off 
the cutting tip on the 450mm x 12mm bit, luckily, I had alternative drill bits to get the 
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job done. Holes drilled, filled, wired, and fired from the aven. Brockers came back to 
assist with the bags and bits. 

Refreshments were taken in the garden of the Hunter’s Lodge Inn. 

29th August 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Duncan and, another late show by Nick (it is becoming a habit!). 

The usual thing, up to the end, check all was good and start clearing the debris. All 
the loose material loaded directly into the skip to be bagged elsewhere. Some hammer 
and chisel work removed fractured rock from the walls, 

At present, the way forward looks a bit disappointing having closed down considerably 
and has become choked with fine gravel. There is still air movement coming from the 
slot. It would seem that following the narrow slot in a northerly direction remains the 
best option but probably start going downwards too. That is the plan. 

Eight holes were placed in accordance with the strategy. Drilled to a depth between 
400mm and 450mm with a diameter, 12mm. The holes filled, wired, and fired from the 
aven. It was loud. Brockers came back to help with getting the kit out of the cave, the 
rest of the team had emptied the bags and gone to the pub. Brockers and me arrived 
at the Hunter’s later where me met up with Jake. 

Back home to wash and sort kit ready for the next session, Wookey Hole on Tuesday 
evening.  

12th September 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, and Nick. 

Missed last weekend (5th-6th September) as I was excavating at Bagpit with Professor 
Danielle Schreve and Ali Moody to extract some Pleistocene animal bones, mainly 
aurochsen and horse. This meant that there was no bang to clear this weekend. 

A bit of a re-assessment at the current end of the Cold Gnarly North. The potential 
route through the small phreatic “eye-hole” appears to be closing down, it is only few 
centimetres wide. Last week’s clearing session had removed some of the sediment in 
the floor, so a decision was made to widen the passage in a downwards direction. 

Drilled 6no. holes, c.500mm x 12mm, placed to the north and west sides of the 
passage. These were duly filled, wired, and fired from a safe distance (at the aven). 
There will be stuff to clear next session. 

The rest of the team decided to have a good tidy up, digs seem to accumulate lots of 
bits of tat and, of course “dead” skips. A bit of digging was also carried out in one of 
the alternative dig spots. 

Refreshments were partaken in the garden of the Hunter’s Lodge Inn. It was a pleasant 
sunny afternoon. 
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19th September 2020 

With Jake, Duncan, Jon, Nick, Brockers and Tav. 

Good turn-out today, must be a ‘knock-on’ effect of the preceding week’s events! 

At the end of the Cold Gnarly North, wound in the wire, checked that all was as it 
should be and then, swapped places with Jake who cleared the debris. There is plenty 
of room at the end to fill the bags directly, these were moved along the cave in several 
‘skip-runs’ to be temporarily stacked in the currently [nearly] dry “spa pool” ready to be 
taken out of the cave later this morning. 

After the big, open spaces of Wookey Hole this past week a negative effect is that the 
current end of the Cold Gnarly North looks rather uninspiring, which is disappointing. 
The floor comprises hard-packed finer sediment and there is no hint of air movement. 
We will have to dig down for a session, or two, and see what, if anything, happens. 

The cave was cleared of bags and rocks, the spoil heap was added to and then, we 
went to the Hunter’s! 

26th September 2020 

With Jake, Brockers, Nick and Jon. 

Following a brief discussion during the mid-week, we had made the decision to cross 
to the other side and revisit “An Unexpected Development” for a change of scenery 
and while it is still dry in the cave. I had packed a bag with ladder, rope, slings, and 
carabiners necessary for descending the rift. 

So off we went. It was interesting along the way to find that a thin layer of calcite had 
been precipitated onto the floor and walls of the passage indicating that the water has 
a high level of carbonate in solution. Also noted were lots of moth and large fly wings 
scattered on the floor. 

In “An Unexpected Development” the rift was rigged, and we all descended to the 
bottom. The tools that had been left there were collected together and the skips, these 
were hauled up the rift to be taken out ready for use elsewhere. A climb at the bottom 
of the rift up through jammed boulders of fractured calcite was completed, this led 
nowhere. The rift tidy we made our way back up and out. 

On the way we stopped to look at some potential leads that had been overlooked when 
we had broken through in the extensions. At least two of them warrant closer attention 
and we plan to return to follow them up. A change is as good as a rest and so we will 
leave the Cold Gnarly North and do something different, for a while. Our prodding 
added about 10m to the length of this area. It had been a pleasant foray to the east-
side. 

3rd October 2020 

With Jake, Jon, and Nick. 
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Back to the east-side of the entrance to have another, more concentrated look at the 
potential leads we noted last weekend. We split into two pairs with each tackling a 
lead. Jon and I looked at a location just beyond the climb down, “Thalt shall not dig 
there”, that leads into the bedding, while Jake and Nick explored to the left-side of the 
breakthrough point into “An Unexpected Development (AUD)”. 

Jon and I cleared a narrow path through the fractured flowstone following a roof 
‘trough’ for a few metres to reach a calcited blockage and no real prospect of 
progressing further. A tiny airspace can be seen to follow a phreatic arched passage, 
but it is probably not worth the effort. Jake and Nick had a bit more success in 
extending the low bedding that had been entered last session and added about a body 
length to it. This is heading towards the AUD extension to the right of the breakthrough, 
not much to be gained pursuing this any further. In the aven area, calcite is the 
problem, the gaps are small, and the flowstone is thick and fills them all. Can’t ‘bang’ 
it and can’t budge it with a bar either. So, all in all, inconclusive. It will require some 
thought. We called it a day. 

10th October 2020 

With Jake, Jon, and Nick. 

A mellow morning digging session back in the “Sunny South-West” passage. We had 
spent quite some time enlarging this passage only to put it on the ‘back-burner’ in 
favour of the “Cold Gnarly North”. Nick was poked into the rather constricted end and 
left to his own devices in an effort to make it a little bit larger. Digging was awkward so 
bag removal was steady rather than rapid, but progress was made. There were, of 
course, the usual discussions about the best way to proceed. 

17th October 2020 

With Brockers, Jake, Jon, and Nick. 

The winter migration to the ‘Sunny South West’ continued. We had a plan, well, more 
of a cobbled together idea really that came to fruition. Brockers sourced a generator, 
Jake brought along his 110v Hilti breaker, there were cables a plenty and everything 
was carried up the hill to the cave. 

Jake went ahead to the ‘Sunny South West’ with his breaker and dragging one end of 
a cable with him, Jon ventured forward to lend assistance. The rest of us milled around 
on the surface until the generator was fired up and running. Nick went underground, 
soon followed by Brockers; I was left on the surface to baby-sit the “genny”. I occupied 
some of my time with spoil slope management and adding more stones to the wall. 
Underground, Jake was breaking-out rock, Nick had started an alternative route, 
Brockers and Jon assisting wherever they could. Eventually, there were bags to haul 
up to the surface and empty onto the spoil heap. When all the team were reassembled 
on the surface a discussion ensued, it was apparent that the breaker had not been a 
great success, but Nick’s dig has some promise. The upshot is that we have a viable 
dig to pursue, we were happy with that. All that was left to do was secure the entrance 
and lug all the paraphernalia back down to the farm. 
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24th October 2020 

With Nick, Jake, Jon and Brockers. 

After some discussion at the entrance me and Nick went along to the “Cold Gnarly 
North” while Jake, Jon and Brockers returned to the “Sunny South West”. 

We had decided to revisit the “Cold Gnarly North” to retrieve the empty packs of bags, 
tools and other sundry items including my ‘bang’ wire. While we were there, we had a 
chat regarding digging options and decided that we should leave some tools and bags 
there so that digging might be continued although it would be a bit on the slow side. 
The rest of the stuff was dragged back to the junction, after rearranging some of the 
skips to do so, where it could be utilised further. 

The others had amassed quite a pile of bags and rocks, so Nick went out to the 
surface, and I took a position at the bottom of the entrance, and the backlog was 
cleared. It was reported back that while the initial digging had been productive it then 
petered out as calcite/conglomerate obstructions were encountered. This restricted 
the options and digging became difficult, a rethink is needed. 

We returned to the surface to empty bags. That done, the cave secured, back to the 
farm to change. Refreshment was taken at the Hunter’s, thankfully the rain keeping 
the grockles away and there were plenty of seating available. 

31st October 2020 

With Nick, Jake, Jon, and Brockers. 

Before we ventured underground, we gathered around the cave entrance for a 
discussion regarding the different digging opportunities open to us. There was scope 
for two diggers to go to the Cold Gnarly North, others might continue in the Sunny 
South-West, and there was always the Soft South to fall back on, we could carry out 
one or decide on a variety of permutations. Eventually, to aid the decision-making 
process, we went underground to check conditions, there has been quite a bit of rain 
recently. 

Brockers made a beeline to the Soft South and quickly made the decision to remove 
the accumulation of ‘slop’ there, after bailing the puddle of water. After a secondary 
sub-discussion, Nick was on his way to the Sunny South-West and I decided to join 
him, Jake and Jon opted to assist Brockers. No-one ventured to the Cold Gnarly North. 

In the south-west, me and Nick reviewed the options and previous digging efforts and 
came up with a plan and an alternative random dig site, Nick was happy there was 
somewhere he could dig. I left him to it and returned to the junction to haul the loaded 
skips from both the ‘sloppy’ south and the more ‘random’ south-west’, it was going to 
be a busy morning. Jake shifted position to stack the bags in the entrance, those bags 
of wet slop at the bottom were going to be a ‘joy’ to empty later! 

All was calm and mellow, the diggers were happy in their respective endeavours, after 
the recent spate of breakthroughs and explorations, it was something of a relief to 
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return to ‘proper’ digging, lying around in wet, claggy mud and filling bags with slop 
and sediment, ultimately to empty them again later in the morning, albeit in a different 
location. 

It was a good session, in excess of 80 bags were hauled out of the entrance, the 
contents of the bags then coaxed, with varying difficulty, out onto the spoil heap. And 
the sun was shining for us, all was good! 

The morning was finished off with refreshments at the Hunter’s Lodge Inn. Unbeknown 
to us then, probably the last Saturday pub visit for several weeks to come! 

7th November 2020 

Digging put on hold this weekend due to “Lockdown 2”, waiting to see if the hype and 
hysteria settles down!!! 

14th November 2020 

BCRA Cave Science Symposium, so no digging for me. 

21st November 2020 

With Brockers, Jake and Nick. 

A mellow morning spent digging in the Soft South. Sitting back and observing the roof 
and thinking back to an exercise a few years ago when Alex and I tried to establish 
the depth of the entrance – we dug down c.2.5m below existing floor level but never 
did find solid rock. 

As an aside to our contemplation there was a brief discussion on what to call a group 
of “cavers”? The best we came up with – “a bag of wank!”. 

At the end of the session we did not count the bags hauled out to the surface and 
emptied onto the spoil heap, but it must have been well over 50. Good session. 

28th November 2020 

With Jake, Nick and Brockers. 

Back to the Soft South, which was surprisingly dry. There had been quite a lot of rain 
on the north side of the hill last night/early this morning. 

Once we had agreed our strategy and method it was all go, everyone seemed to be 
doing something; I was digging, Jake was digging, Nick was doing his own thing and 
Brockers, in between stacking bags in the entrance, was breaking up rocks with the 
sledge hammer, the rocks had been supplied to him by Nick. It was all very industrious! 

Sitting back for a moment, looking around and pondering, this is a big section of 
passage and we have decided to find out just how big. It is also easy digging, 
ridiculously easy. And there is the added bonus that it is completely “twat-free”. Many 
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years ago, Willie Stanton predicted that this area might be a suitable spot for 
‘archaeological/paleontological’ deposits or artefacts, it will be interesting to test this 
prediction. 

By the end of the session, all the available space in the entrance had been completely 
filled with bags and there was a boulder ruckle. No-one really counted but 
approximately 100 bags and 20 skip-loads of rock were hauled out to the surface and 
added to the spoil heap. Below ground, the difference was noticeable. 

A superb session and it is so good to get back to proper digging with your mates! 

Back home to wash the kit and watch England beat Wales in the Autumn Nations Cup. 

5th December 2020 

With Nick, Jake, Duncan, Brockers and Tav. 

The full quota of six today. Continued the Soft South excavation which, again, was still 
dry after recent rain, just like last weekend. I took the opportunity to take a few quick 
snapshots. 

 
Jake makes his way into the Soft South. Photo 05/12/20 
 
Jake and Nick digging and filling bags, I was at the junction/corner after a quick foray 
to the Sunny South-West to retrieve some tools that were left there. Duncan was at 
the bottom of the entrance, Brockers and Tav worked in tandem on the surface, well 
aware that the supply of filled bags from the cave would be relentless with two digging. 
And the digging is really easy. About 110 filled bags were hauled out and emptied onto 
the spoil heap. 
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Nick (left) and Jake (behind the bags) busy digging. Photo 05/12/20 
 
It is looking quite interesting down in the Soft South, not only is it a big sediment 
“passage” but it appears that it might go deep too. A vertical face is being revealed 
with fluted calcite flowstone, the next few sessions will reveal more. 
 

 
Section showing sediment layering, c.0.3m height. Photo 05/12/20 
 
We are leaving some sediment in-situ to see if the layering within the sediments will 
inform about flows and fill processes. From the small section(s) already exposed it is 
clear that many events have occurred in the past. At this stage we are following the 
downwards trend of the sediment layering. It is clear that more research is required, 
and this is ongoing. 
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12th December 2020 
 
With Tav, Jon, Brockers, Jake and Nick. 
 
It is still nice and dry in the Soft South and the expansion works continued. 
 
Tav and Jon were upfront, both were digging and filling bags. Brockers was at the 
junction, in between bags he was scraping the slop from the skip route and filling bags. 
I was at the bottom of the entrance hauling away the filled bags and transferring the 
bags into the skip to the surface where Jake were hauling out and emptying the bags 
onto the spoil heap. There were just over 110 bags hauled up the entrance and 
emptied. The quantity of sediment removed each session from the Soft South means 
that there is a noticeable difference to the dig at the end of each session. The 
impression that there is a deep, sediment filled pot has not changed yet. 
 
It was another jovial “twat-free” session with lots of nonsensical banter and laughter. 
This is proper digging!   

19th December 2020 

With Brockers, Duncan, Nick, Jake, Jon and Tav. 

A fine body of men filled with vigour and ready for the usual Saturday digging session 
in Hallowe’en Rift, socially distanced, of course. The expansion work in the, still dry, 
Soft South continues. 

 

Brockers at the forefront, I was backing up, doing some digging and loading the filled 
bags into the skip. Duncan was hauling from the junction corner; Nick was at the 
bottom of the entrance transferring the load into the next skip to be hauled out to the 
surface. Jake, Jon and Tav were rotating the surface duties, Jake had begun the 
session underground but difficulties with emptying the filled bags required a 
reallocation of personnel and so up he went to the surface. 
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Although it is non-stop the digging is probably the easiest task of the day (at present) 
and another 100+ bags were filled, dragged, hauled up the shaft and, with some 
difficulty, emptied onto the burgeoning spoil heap. We ran out of bags to fill around 
13:00 signalling the end of the digging session. By this time, the hauling rope is caked 
with mud and it is hard to maintain a good safe grip. 

26th December 2020 

My 127th digging related trip of 2020 matching the 2019 total in spite of the covid-19 
UK Government imposed restrictions.  

With Brockers, Jake, Nick. and Duncan. 

Boxing Day digging session, I have crossed the border from a Tier 2 area into a Tier 
3 according to the new covid-19 regulations imposed today – tomorrow it will probably 
be something different! And, as usual, the restrictions were ignored, life must go on. 

Nick and Duncan were up front, although I expect Nick did the vast majority of the 
digging. Jake was at the junction, I was at the bottom of the entrance, Brockers did the 
hauling on the surface. I did offer to rotate places with Brockers if he wanted but the 
offer was declined, the rate of bags today was not quite as relentless as of late. It was 
too much to expect Brockers to empty the bags as well, not an easy task at the best 
of times, and we finished filling and the hauling bags to return to the surface and empty 
out the bags. After quite a lot of rain recently the spoil heap shows some signs of 
slumping and the big old beech tree has finally fallen down. 

Nick suggested there is a possibility that a solid floor is slowly being revealed, or it 
might be a rock ledge, time will tell. 

It was still grey, wet, and windy (Storm Bella is forecast to arrive tonight) not a pleasant 
day. 

 

 

 

 

 


